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BOOK I. continued. 

CHAP. XI. 

^heCanfed eracy prevails throughout Helvetia. 

"TAUKE Leopold, the fourth of that name. Chap- 
"^'^ son of the duke who had fallen at Sexn- "--.-y-O 
pach, came, in the fourth year after the ratifi- 
cation of the last mentioned treaty, to Baden, 
and formed a new project for the recovery of 
his lost territories, which, finding force inef- 
fectual, he proposed to accomplish by sowing 
cUssensions among the Confederates. With this 
view he entered into an agreement with Ru- 
dolph Shoen burgomaster of Zuric, and some 
of its' senators ; by which they engaged, in the 
name of their city, to afford no manner of as- 
ustance to the Confederaites in the defence of 
the territories they had lately wr^ted from the 
VOL. 11. B house 
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CHAP, house of Austria, but rather to espouse the 
^,^-r^^ cause of the duke in every contest that might 
arise between him and the Swiss. Although 
no intimation of this transaction had been given 
to the great council (a strong presumption of 
its permcious tendency), it reached however the 
knowledge of the Confederates, who, aware of 
the danger it involved, instantly sent deputies 
to Zuric to remonstrate against the insidious 
1393. 5ict. On the eighth of June these deputies ar- 
rived at the town-house ; and whilst they were 
conferring with the burgomaster, who was de- 
vising means to evade the charge, the people 
collected in great numbers, and having gathered 
from some of the deputies the motive of their 
mission, they were fired with indignation, and 
called loudly for immediate redress. The great 
council herevipoh assemWed, and resolved to 
wait for the return of the instrument contain- 
ing the agreement which had been sent to the 
duke for his ratification ; that the whole burgher- 
ship should thereupon be convened to take the 
same into consideration ; and that meanwhile 
the authority of the burgomaster, the tribunes, 
and the senate, be suspended. 
Decree of This and Other similar attempts against their 
" ^""^ ' independence, and the necessity of being con- 
stantly upon their guard against the open vio- 
lence and seoret machinations of their unre- 
lenting 
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Uiiting foes, induced the Confederates to frame chap. 

" XL 

an ordinance chiefly relating to miUtary mat- ■.^-y-*.' 
ters ; which, as it owed its origin to the war 
decided by the battle that proved fatal to the 
preceding Duke Leopold, was called the decree 
of Sempacb. Its tenor was as follows : ' We, 

* the eight Helvetic cantons, and the city and 

* district of Soleure, agree to preserve peace and 

* unanimity among ourselves, and to uphold 

* each other, so that every individual may enjoy 

* perfect security in his house, and be no ways 

* molested either in his person or property. All 
' traders shall be protected in their persons and 

* merchandize. No one shall wantonly g^ve 

* cause for dissension, or be accessory in fo- 
' menting animosities ; but when a war cannot 

* be avoided^ and our banners advance against 

* an enemy, each of us will, after the example 

* of ourforefiithers in their many perils, firmly 

* unite, and march out together to redress our 

* wrongs. Whoever deviates from his duty, or 

* otherwise transgresses the laws, and Is convict- 

* ed thereof by two credible witnesses before 

* the tribunal to which he is amenable, shall 

* be sentenced to personal or pecuniary correc- 

* tion. Should any one in battle, or at an at- 

* tack, be wounded so as to be disabled from ser- 

* vice, he shall nevertheless retain his station, 

* and continue there amidst his companions, ' 

S 2 * until 
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. * until the conflict is terminated, and dinger i» 
,^ - ' at an end. On no account inust the field of 

* battle be deserted : and (as an enemy has often 

* rallied among the pillagers j and lately, at 

* Sempach, the foe would have sustained greater 
' losses bad our men not been too eager after 

* booty) no one shall betake himself to spoil until 

* permitted by the commander, AU the plunder" 

* taken sliall be delivered to the commander j 

* who shall make an equal distribution of it, ac- 

* cording to the number of men from eachf 
'canton. Since Almighty God has decllared" 
'■ churches to be his habitations, and has been 

* pleased te effect the salvation of mankind by 
' means of a woman, it is our will and positive 
^ decree that none of us shall break open, pil- 
' ia^c, or burn, a church or chapel, or any way 

* insult or molest a woman : this law shall suffer 

* no exception, unlets when enemies and their 
' property are secreted in sanctuaries, or when; 

* women by their clamours impede the pro- 

* gress of our forces. This we ordain, accept; 
' and confirm by oath, at a general diet held at 
*■ Zuric, on the tenth of July, in the year of our 
' Lord one thousand three hundred and ninety- 

* three.' 

This ordinance, the first martial law of the 

Swiss nation, appears thus to have extended far 

beyond the mere evolutions of an army, and XA 

have 
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have involved the great principles on which chap. 
success in war chiefly depends. To stand like wv*-" 
walls, was their fundamental order of defence : 
to advance irresistibly ; to penetrate and bear 
down every thing before them, like a rock roH- 
ing from the summit of St. Gothard ; was their . 
mode of attack. Such were the tactics said to 
have been practised before Troy by the Israelites, 
when they were still led by the God of Hosts ; 
and by the Greek phalanx and Roman le^onsj 
before their grand manoeuvres were refined 
into sightly evolutions, chiefly calculated to 
gratify the eye of inglorious commanders. The 
Swiss, without having studied the ancients, 
were in fact the restorers of the true art" of 
war: and this merely because the nature of their 
country, and their poverty, compelled them 
to flght on foot, and with scarce any arms but 
their widaunted courage ; and because they 
were guided by good sense, and not by the pe- 
dantry of formal parade and discipline' 

Five days after the promulgation of thb de- 
cree, the burghers of Zuric met at the convent 
of unshod Friars ; and having considered the 
treaty with Austria, resolved to remit the whole 

' A modem chief has of late in Lombardy revived this 
mode of rf arfate, and struck terror among the muliitudes 
of highly disciplined troops that were drawn out to oppose 
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CHAP, afiair to the council of two hundred. Afteir 

t-*-v~»- mature deliberation, this council determined, 

^ that the clandestine league with Austria was 

' null and void : and that Rudolph Shoen the 

* burgomaster, and seventeen of the senators, 
*. should be expelled from all public offices, and 
< banished the city ; some for life, and others 

* for a limited number of years.' 

Omitita- Tlie council moreover framed an act by which 
ijfzuric. it was ordained, 'that the burgomasters, se- 

* nators, and tribunes, be not continued in office 

* longer than half a year : that the senate hence- 

* forth consist of thirteen, either nobles or 

* burghers; and that this senate and the council 
'jointly elect the burgomasters and senators: 

* that each tribe shall elect its tribune, who was 

* also a member of the senate ; but that a du- 

* bious election be decided not by the burgo- 

* master alone, but by that magistrate together 

* with the senate and great council : that all 

* law-suits be terminated without delay ; and 

f that in case of procrastination, the tribunes . 
f be empowered to summon the parties before 

* them, and decide the cause definitively.* This 
new regulation was, with the assent of the hdy 
abbess, solemnly confirmed by the burghers as- 
sembled for tlie purpose in the great minster. 

The late attempt of Austria proved manifestly 
that its power was more formidable in peace by 
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Us artifices than in war by its numerous armies, chap. 
This excited the vigilance of the Confederates, "-^-v^- 
and at the same time strergthened the bands 
that held them together. The seven years Twentv 
truce was, at the duke's request, prolonged for rogation ef 
a further term of twenty years : and on this *i3m."' 
occasion he renounced all claim to the- late con- 
quests of the Confederates ; limited thp contri- 
butions of Zug and Claris, and confirmed their 
league with the Swiss ; together with those of 
Zntlibuch, Sempach, and Rotenburg, with Lu- 
ccrn. He promised not to fortify Wesen; and 
the Confederates, on the other hand, engaged 
pot to admit any of his subjects into thdr union. 

The Austrian princes having about this time Acquin- 
by various partitions of their hereditary domi- by 
nions, and the nobles by profusion or improvi- 
dence, reduced their power and coptracted their 
means, the Helvetic cities, which under the aus- 
pices of the Confederacy were now rapidly ad- 
vancing in wealth and consequence, availed 
themselves of the happy coincidence of circumr 
Stances, to make various acquisitions by dvij 
contracts. Zui'lc purchased from its lord the Zuric. 
jieighbouring seigneury of Kusnacht, and from 
Austria the villages of Honck and Tallwyl : 
^hese places, under their new masters, sooq in- 
creased equally ip size,- prosperity and beauty, 
TIic 
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CHAP. I'lic lordship of Gruningen and its dependiendes 
,^„^^i;^ were by the city redeemed from one of the Ges- 
lers i and the towns and districts of Regensberg 
and Bulach, finding themselves unprotected by 
Austria, solicited and were admitted into its co- 
burghership. The Abbot of Einsidlen obtwned 
the same privilege for his town of PfeffiJcon : 
the town of Winterthur, alle^ng the dangers 
to which it had been exposed during the late 
war, sought for security under the protecting 
armofZuric; but an adverse party in the town, 
insinuating that the transaction had been con- 
ducted in a clandestine manner, raised an insur- 
rection,, seized on John Goetz the avo'yer, led 
him out and drowned him in the Thur. John 
Lord de Bonstetten accepted of the co-burgher- 
ship, both for himself and all his towns and 
castles. In each of these contracts, all feudal 
rights not alienated in the bargain, and all pre- 
vious municipal privikges of the respective com- 
munities, were scrupulously reserved ; whence 
(as this was observed in all other purchases of 
the Confederates) arose the multiplicity of local 
privileges,, immunities, and customs, to which 
the Helvetic body owed its complicated polity, 
derogiitory, no doubt, to the elegance and sim- 
plicity of its fabric j but ever to be revered, as 
it arose from a religious adherence to justice, 
and 
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and an anxious solicitude for the rights of indi- chap. 
viduals.^ ^.^-v^^ 

Lucern completed the redemption of the LucenL 
lordship of Rotenburg, purchased the bailiwick 
of the fertile vale of- Ebikon contiguous to the 
dty, and redeemed the castle and territory of 
New Hapsburg, and the towns of Willlsau and 
Burea, the latter having been mortgaged by 
Austria to the Count of Vallengin. The rich 
and populous- valleys of Entlibuch and Russwyl 
(whose inhabitants, high-minded and vigorous, 
could never endure an act of injustice or oppres- 
BLon) being now confirmed in their co-burgher- 
ship with Lucern, came to an agreement with 
the city, according to which they were to retain 
all their privileges and previous regulations, and 

' No Englishman surely, consistently with his veneration 
for the inviolate security of persons and property, ■will ar- 
raign this motley combination which proceeded from the 
very consideration of which he is so tenacious: and after 
all, since this uncommon variety of constitutions, some of 
them sufficiently arbitrary, has for many centuries (not- 
withstanding the fiequent clamours of innovators, who 
eiist at all times and in all places, and who murmured 
even when God himself governed his people) successively 
insured the comfort and tran<]uillity of many millions ; 
we may well qUote this as another and a very striking in- 
stance, that the prosperity of a community depends much 
more on the untainted manners of the people, and the vir- 
tue and wisdom of its rulers, than on the peculiar forms of 
its civil tustitutituu. 

on 
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CHAP, on an occasions to take the 6eld at their own 
iw»-v^ expence in defence of the common cause. 
Bant. The authority of the Dukes of Austria, and 

of their friends and substitutes in the Obcrland, 
was now likewise yielding to the auspicious 
stars of Berne. Many lords, reduced to indi- 
gence, conveyed either their whole seigneuries, 
or some of their dependencies, to the prosperous 
city. Most of the communities of the Siben- 
thal had now submitted to Berne. The valley 
of Frutingen, extending from mount Gemmi 
to the lake of Thun, and singular for its mag- 
nificence of scenery as well as uncommon va- 
riety of natural productions, was with the utt- 
most reluctance ceded by the Baron de U Tour 
and Chalilion, for an adequate relief the Berners 
afforded to his shattered circumstances. Thp 
people of the valley, seeing themselves thu$ 
transferred to a government in which they 
could place greater confidence, resolved tohoard 
all their scanty savings in order to redeem their 
taxes : this they effected in seven years ; and it 
is reported that during that period they wholly 
' abstained from eating beef. The gay and fer- 
tile Emmenthal became another appendage of 
Berne, through various purchases from nobles, 
co-burghers, and other impoverished lords. 
Peter de Thorberg, at times the favourer but 
more frequently the bitter eneoiy of the Swiss^ 
wearjr 
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^vcary of a toilsome and not at all times inoo- chap. 
cent life, converted the castle from which he . 
took his name into a Carthusian convent ; and 
that it might be effectually protected, placed it 
under the advocacy of Berne. But what mostly 
contributed to the territorial accessions of this 
oty, was the total extinction of the younger 
house of Kyburg, a branch of the house of Haps- 
burg, and allodial inheritor of the Dukes of Zac- 
ringen. Ego and Berthold, the last males of 
that race, on the day when they were sworn 
co-burghers of Berne, tranferred to the city the 
Jandgraviate of Burgundy, which conferred a 
paramount authority over all tenures fron^ 
Thun to the bridge of Arwangen ; and at th? 
same time made over the county of Bipp, with 
all its extensive appurtenances, to the cities of 
Berne and Soleure, Landshut, the last of the 
wide possessions of this once powerful race, 
after various mortgages, came at length into 
the handg of a noble co-burgher of Berne, from 
whom it was in the sequel purchased by the 
state. Count Ego, after all these and many 
tilore alienations, retired into the valley of St. 
Dizier in Champagne, where his consort was 
possessed of several estates ; and where he died, 
about one hundred and eighty years after his 
ancestor Count Rudolph of Lauffenburg had 
shared with Albert (the father of the great Ru- 
dolph) 
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CHAP- dolph) the territories at that time possessed by 

v^-v-N- the house of Hapsburg. 

Soieure. Solcurc about this time purchased the seig- 

neury of Balm,' where the ruins were still ex- 
tant of the castle of the baron who had been 
accessary to the assassination of King Albert. 
Some other estates were bought of its co- 
burghers : nor did the city neglect the oppor- 
tunity that offered of acquiring the two castles 
of Falkenstein above Balstal, in the Jura; which 
command the pass that is justly deemed the key 
of Helvetia on the side of Basle and Atsace. 

Bade In this reduced state of the house of Austria, 

of the prelates, and of the nobility, the burghers 
of Basle found no difficulty in purchasing from 
Austria and their bishop all the complicated 
rights each held in the town of Little Basle, on 
the opposite banks of the Rhine ; and by this 
accession raised their city to the rank of one of 
the most considerable in point of extent, in all 
the upper part of the Empire. Bishop Humbert, 
of the house of Neuchattel, whose ambition it 
was to exhibit a stable of forty beautiful horses, 
• had no scruple in sacrificing to this taste the 
strong pass of Wallenberg, which leads over the 
Hauenstein to that of Balstal, lately purchased 
by Soieure. This he alienated to Baste : as also 

* The Tillage is now called FlummenUial i it lies on the 
Aar, a few miles below Soieure. 

the 
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the pass at Homberg below the former ; Lies- chapl 
thai, the principal town in the Sisgau ; and t.^-v-^-' 
even the Vidamy of Basle, the last remnant of 
his authority in that city. 

Thus in a few years, and withont wars or 
compulsive means, have the Confederate cities 
of Helvetia acquired i4)Ward& of forty seigneu- 
ries from Austria and its- vassal ; some by to> 
luntary surrender, but most of them by open 
■ purchase. The old maxim of rejecting territo- 
rial acquisitions, was indeed relinquished on 
these occasions : but at this period no censure 
■will apply for this deviation, if we reflect that 
the princes in these times, in proportion as the 
nobifity sunk into decay, had recourse to stipen- 
diary forces, numbers of which they now began 
to enlist under their banners ; and that hf 
means of these, they would soon -have crushed 
the varioiw Confederacies it had been fouiid ex* 
pedient to oppose to the encroachments of des- 
potism. The Helvetic cities guarded against 
this by encircling their walls with ample territo- 
rial dependencies : which defeated the purpos'es 
of their relehdess adversaries; and enabled theirs 
to survive the leagues of the SuabJan, Rhenish, 
and Hanseatic cities, which had not used similar 
precautions. The Confederacy moreover by 
these accessions gradually obtained a prepon- 
derancy, which was soon felt in the scale of 
political 
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CHAP- political equilibrium; and rendered its indepeii-' 

v„,r>^ dence an object of equal solicitude and protec 

tion to all the states that composed the grand 

republic of Europe. 

Domnric In the present reduced state of Austria, when 

rencei it could HO longer give any effectual support to 

its own dependencies, much less shield its more 

feeble allies, various towns which had repeatedly 

struggled in its cause even against the Confedc 

rates, found it expedient to sue for the protect 

tion of that very Confederacy whose strength 

they could not cope with,' and thus still further 

«Fribiirs. to contribute to its aggrandizement. The city 

of Friburg in the Uchtland, which had so often 

in the cause of Austria waged unsuccessful war • 

against Berne, henceforth renounced all en* 

mity ; and demanded not only a pacification, 

i)ut a league. The principal senators of each 

city met in the church at Laupen, and agreed, 

' that perfect amity should henceforth and for 

1403. * ever subsist between Berne and Friburg: that 

* all mutual claims should be amicably adjusted 
, * at a diet, to be held ' occasionally at Wunnis- 

* wyl ; or, in cases particularly intricate, by 
' arbitrators : that Friburg should henceforth 
' stand in the same relation with the forest can- 

* tons, as Berne : that the empire be reserved ; 

* but not against unjust aggressors, who may 

* assail them under tiie sanction of the empire : 

' that 
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* that there be a reciprocal exemption of toUs chap. 

* in bbth cities : that men who shall fly from i-*-y^ 

* one city for accidental homicide, may take re- 

* fuge in the other ; but that neither city shall 

* shelter a murderer, an incendiary, or a robber.* 
Friburg soon after concluded also a perpetual 
league with the town of Bienne. 

Similar causes produced at ShafFhausen a like shafFhan. 
tendency to an emancipation from the authority 
of the dukes and nobles. The latter, here as 
elsewhere, alienated by sale or mortgage their 
lands, jurisdictions, taxes, tolls, and most of 
what they could transfer ; all which was ac- 
quired by the community. This city now also 
received a municipal constitution, not unlike 
that of some neighbouring towns. The citi- 
zens, in the same manner as at Zuric, were dis- 
tributed intotwelve tribesandcompanies:* abur- 1*11. 
gomaster,who now filled the place of theavoyer, 
was elected by the burgesses both noble and 
plebeian : the tribes and companies chose each 
a tribune ; who, together with four nobles 
whom that order still deputed, formed a senate: 
each tribe and company moreover elected six of 
its members, who, together with six deputies 

* The companies consisted of those trades to which no 
tribes had been appropriated, such as clothiers, &c. Ik 
the 6r$t of them were classed those nobles who lived upon 
their fortunes. 

of 
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of the nobles, and the sixteen members of the 
J senate, compoied the great council. Matters 
of the first importance, such as the defence of 
the country and the preservation of freedom^ 
were still agitated at a general assembly of the 
tribes. Such was the origin of the municipal 
polity of Shaffhausen ; by which democratic 
turhults, and the evils of an oligarchy, were 
eqoally obviated; The people preserved the 
ri^t of election, which it is most competent to 
exercise. The office of tribune, being less lu- 
crativie than honorary, ofiered no temptation to 
sordid .avarice or intrigue ; hence w(»'th and 
aWHty were the best titles to the preference j 
and hence also the young citizens, whom a 
laudable ambition prompted to aim at distinc" 
tion j found it necessary to cultivate those quali- 
fications which might one day recommend them 
to. tire free choice of their fellow-citizens. 

The community of Zug con»sted of two 
parts : the town of that name ; and the three 
rural districts, Menzingen, Bar, and Egeri. A 
diference arose about this time between them 
concerning the custody of the banner and pub- 
lic seal J which bdng referred to the forest can- 
tons, occasioned some animosity at Schwitz, 
where the opinions were divided on the merits 
6f the contest. The party that favoured the 
districts from a predilection for the inhabitants 

of 
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t>f the country, being the most numerous, ven- crtAP. 
lured, without the sanction of their magistrates, ^-^-v^ 
to commence hostiUties j and actually marched, 
and took possession of Zug. The other cantons 
took the alarm : Lucern sent forces, and Uri. 
and Underwalden deputies, to quell the disturb- 
ance. An accommodation was soon effected : the 
claims of the districts were found to be futile ; 
the landamman and senate residing at Zug were 
declared the supreme magistracy both of the 
town and countryj and the Schwitzers were en- 
joined to pay six hundred florins to Zug, and 
four hundred to the Confederates^ as indemnifi- 
cations for the costs they had occasioned. When 
this award was heard at Schwitz, the people, 
ever zealous in the cause of justice whenever 
justice appeared evident to them, became enrag- 
ed against those who had misled them : they ex- 
pelled eight senators from the magistracy, and 
fined them in the sum of two hundred florins to- 
wards the indemnifications ; the reminder was 
paid out of the' public treasury. Such was the 
spirit of rectitude that prompted this ardess 
people, when unbiassed ^y insidious leaders. 

After their eminent success at Nsefeb, the oiai;*. 
men of Claris found little reluctance in the Ab- 
bess of Sf ckingen, and the duke their advocate, 
to surrender to them, for adequate compensa- 
tions, various feudal as well as fiscal preroga^ 

VOL. II. c tives, 
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CHAP, tlves, botli relating to the community at large, 
-v^^-y^ and to several private individuals. A landam- 
tnan of their own choice was henceforth their 
chief magistrate, and this accession of independ> 
ence induced Zurlc to admit them into a perpc- ' 
tual league. 
Fire It Berne was making rapid strides in its pollti- 

Btrae. , - . ,■ . r ■ 

cal consequence, m the melioration qi its con- 
stitution (which still kept verging towards a 
pure aristocracy), and in the domestic prosperity 
of its citizens, when it experienced a calamity 
which Well-nigh proved the destruction of the 
whole city. A fire suddenly broke out in the 
1404. evening of the fourteenth of May; which, 
spreading on ail sides, consumed in a few hours 
above five hundred and fifty houses, the hos- 
pital, the monasteries of St. Michael and of the 
unshod Carmelites, and all the rich stores and 
spoils taken after repeated victories, and which 
the burghers delighted to display on all public 
occasions. One hundred inhabitants perished 
in the flames : and the survivors, destitute of 
" all necessaries, exhibited, among the unextin- 
guished ruins of their dweflings, a lamentable 
spectacle of misery and dismay. On this dis- 
astrous occasion the Bemers experienced every 
assista'nce that could be afforded by tlieir neigh- 
bours, co-burghers, and subjects j who came 
from all parts witlr money, wine, corn, condo- 
lence. 
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lence, and consolation. Friburg sent one hun- chap. 
dred men and twelve carts, and m^ntamed *.*"*->*' 
them one month, for the use of the sufferers; 
All that was dilg out of the ruins was restored 
to the proprietors. The" city was now rebuilt 
Vidth broad streets, convenient arcades, strong 
walls and towers, and many stately houses of 
liobles and wealthy burghers. Men of inferior 
rank received money, that they might build 
more substantially, and securely against acci- 
dents by fire, fhe town-house was erected J 
the arsenal iestablished } and a few years after, 
three cannons were purchased at Nuremberg. 
All was soon restored; and splendour was even 
added to the city, and vigour to the state. 

The decay of the nobles about this time, was Deciinerf 
greatly accelerated both by natural events and Utj. 
by accidental causes; Otho Baron of Granson 
was killed in a duel with Gerard of Estavayer ; 
and his rich inheritance, without any regard to 
the title of William, Otho's brother, was seized . 
by Amadeus of Savoy, and.the Count of Gruy- 
eres* Henry, the last of the male line of the . 
Lords of Montfaiicon (the founders of Otbe and 
Echallens),perished at Nicopolis^ by the hands of 
a janizary} on the same day that the renowned 
Ingelram de Coucy, the leader of the English 

s 1396; September dietrst. 
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CHAP, bandS) was taken by llie infidels and thrown 
u.-v^^-' into a prison, where he died. Henry's yet sur- 
viving father bequeathed Monbelliard to his son- 
in-law the Duke of Wurtemberg, in whose 
house it has continued to our days ; andLewis de 
Chalons, hereditary Prince of Orange, succeed- 
ed, likewise by female inheritancCj to the sieg- 
neuries of Orbe and Echallens. The same Lewis 
obtained also part of tlie inheritance of the 
Lords of Cossonay, whose race became now 
extinct : the remainder of the estates devolved 
to the Count of Savoy." A warm contest, 
which arose between Conrad Count ofNeu- 
chattel and his town of that name, induced both 
to demand the co-burghership of Berne, whence 
this city has, from that time to our days, been 
resorted to as the legal umpire between the 
sovereign of Neuchattel (the only one of the 
princes of Helvetia who still retains his here- 
ditary dominions within its precincts) and his 
people. Geneva was at this time increasing in 
extent and population,'' as well as in its ardent 
zeal for independence. Assemblies of the In- 
habitants, under various descriptions, are often 
mentioned in the documents of these, times.' 

* It is sa!d 10 have at that time contained two hundred 
houses more than it dues at present. 

? Crees, biirgenses, et habitatores. Annis HIO, 1*13, 
and Ii;5. 

But 
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But the supreme authority still centered in the chap. 
bishop and chapter, the Count of Savoy as ^.^-A-* 
vidame, and four syndics chosen annually by 
the dtizens. The bishop was elected by the 
chapter and confirmed by the pope; but he 
was not duly installed until he had sworn, at 
the great altar of St. Peter's church, to main- 
tain the liberties of the city. He ranked among 
the princes of the empire, and often struggled 
with the Counts of Savoy, who on all occauons 
endeavoured to depress him into the class of 
thdr provincial prelates. The male line of the 
Counts of Geneva became extinct by the death 
of Count Robert, the schismatic Pope Clement 
the Seventh ; after which the country was, by 
its feeble inheritors, wholly alienated to the 
house of Savoy. 

It vras deemed no small accession to the Con- Acquiu- 
federacy when the men of Uri, asasted byait-'y, 
few Underwaldcrs," possessed themselves of the 
great pass over St. Gothard into the plains of 
Lombardy. The Leventine valley is the first 
Italian district on the south side of this moun- 
tain : Riviera follows ; and this is succeeded 
by Bellijjzona, where a few hills on the river 
Ticino form a narrow pass, defended by two 
strong castles of the most remote antiquity 
utuated in the town bearing the name of the 
district Down to this pass natm« preserves 
its 

r:,,r.=^ihyG00gle 
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CHAP, its ni^ed aspect : the torrent descends In xn 
v^v^*^ unconfined channel and over a succession of , 
abrupt precipices, and seems to bid defiance to 
the restraining hand of man ; and yet traces 
are not wanting, on the cliffs and in the ca- 
verns, of the industry and beneficence ef andent 
nobles who, even in thp barbarous times of the 
middle ages, sought to provide for the security 
of their dependents against robbers and inuh- 
dations, and to afford them habitations on spots 
which to us seem inaccessible. Beyond Bellin- 
zona, on to the lakes Maggiore and of Lu- 
gano, all nature smiles with a luxuriant variety 
of vegetation, and the art^ have added abun- 
dance of embeliishments to the splendid but 
piore pladd scenery. 
uos. Some men of Uri, bending their course to an 
annual lair at Varese in the Milanese, descended 
the precipices of St. Gothard with large droves 
of cattle. They had not proceeded far when the 
collectors of the Duke of Milan" seized on their 
oxen and horses, alleging the non-payment of 
certain tolls. These men, full of vindictive 
wrath, returned to their homes, and roused the 
indignation of their countrymen. Many re- 
monstrances were during six months transmit^ 

■ John Galeazzo Visconti, whose death, which happened 
at this time, caused an anarchy of which the cantons knew 
^ow to avail themselves. 
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ted to the Duke ; but these producing no re- chap. 
dress, the canton of Url and the upper district ^^^-V*— 
of Under*alden,9 resolved to seek justice by- 
force of arms. With their usual alacrity they 
instantly displayed their banners in the vale 
Levinen, whose inhabitants without hesitation 
swore fealty to their conquerors. Theyagreed to 
' obey the ordinances of their new sovereigns, to 

* receive magistrates from them, and to pay the 

* stipends allotted them ; to pay them the same 

* taxes that had till then been levied by the 

* Duke of Milan ; to provide for the freedom 
* * and security of the passj to receive auxiliaries 

* from Uri' and Oberwalden, and to maintain 

* them even though they came unsummoned.'"* 
Albert de Sax Baron of Misox, a Rhxtian lord, 
who had either by arms or marriage obtained 
from the Rusconis the sovereignty of Bellin- 
zona, being unwilling to forego the superiority 
in this important pass, occasioned some disturb- 
ances at Abiasco in the Riviera, which had 
joined in submission with the Leventines. The 
Swiss banners returned in the midst of Decem- 

• The name of OiertvaUea is' occasionally! an*) not un- 
aptly, assigned to this district. 

'• The object of this last clause appears to have been 
to prevent the natives from bringing secretly Milanese 
forces into their valley, under a specious pretence of hav- 
Wg been takeq by mrprise, 

ber. 
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CHAP, bcr, ever the snowy summit of St. Gothard, 
I with a celerity that was productive of an imme- 
diate accommodation, by virtue of which tlie 
Baron of Sax, for himself and for his territories 
of Misox and Bellinzona, became free of the 
two cantons, on condition that Bellinzona 
should ever remain an open town, and should 
never be alienated without the consent of the 
cantons } that the district pay an annual contri- 
bution of two hundred florins to the cantons ; 
and that no tolls be levied in the pass, either 
upon the freemen of the cantons or their de- 
pendents of Urseren, Levinen and Abjasco. The 
5wiss, even in their simplicity, were well aware 
qf the native cunning of the Italians, and hence 
endeavoured to strengthen their treaties with 
what might be deemed severe conditions j but 
they were often over-reached, and when the 
deceit was flagrant, they defeated it with their 
lialberts. An expedition into the neighbouring 
vale of Osola, though in the main successful, 
yet was in the end productive of no better pur- 
pose than adding to the renown of the Helvetic 
3rms. 

Whilst the Confederacy was thus spreading 
its influence over all Helvetia and even beyond 
its natural boundaries, other leagues arose tn 
Upper Rhxtia, which wer? in the sequel absorb* , 
cd vn th? Helvetic union. This country, a large 
porticm 
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portion of the higher Alps, the most rugged chap. 
perhaps of any in Europe, where tlie horrors of -.^-vw 
desolation, amidst perpetual ice, alternate with 
softer scenes of cultivation in numberless mean- 
dering valleys, abundantly watered by limpid ' 
streams and foaming torrents ; and where, 
within narrow limits, all the varieties of nature 
are contrasted with a sublimity that baffles all 
description ; this re^on was, from its asperity, 
peculiarly adapted to if not productive of the 
most determined spirit of independence, and 
calculated to foster all the virtues and vices of a 
hardy, stern and tenacious people. Hence do 
we find that its early barons paid scarce any de- 
ference to the empire ; and that when in the 
sequel many of their domains devolved by in- 
heritance to foreign lords, each community be- 
came gradually not only independent, but also 
absolute within the narrow bounds in which it 
was in a manner immured by nature. 

The Barons of Sax and Razuns, the Counts 
of Werdenberg and Tockenburg, the Bishop of 
Coire and the Abbot of Disentis, were at the 
commencement of the fifteenth century the 
most powerful lords in this sequestered region. 
The dom^ns of the Baron of Sax extended as 
we have seen towards Italy, in the valleys of 
Misox and Bellinzona, to which he added the 
rich inheritance of the house of Belmont, near 
the 
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CHAP, the sources of the Rhine. Ulric Brun, Lord of 
^^^^ Razuns, had made such considerable accessions 
to his hereditary estates, as to he inferior to 
none in wealth and consequence : besides the 
influence he derived from his alliance with the 
Count of Tockenburg, whose sister he had marr 
ried, he purchased the whole valley o£ Saffien 
from the Count of Werdenberg ; and from the 
house of Hanta, the vidamy 6f the valley of 
Tomiliasca, held as a fief from the see of Cohv^ 
btrt. which the bishop," who. did not apj^ove of 
this trahsfer, soon after recovered by force o£ 
arm8.|^ The district that particularly owned 
the supremacy of the bishop,'^ branches out in 
three directions, the one down the Rhine to- 
wards Sargans : the other extending to the 
south terminates in the narrow vale of Pregaiia, 
where, in their high elevated mansions at SogUo, 
the illustrious house of Sails have from time im- 
memorial influenced a people that never owned 
a sovereign except the empire : the third> or 
eastern arm, extends down the Inn to the con> 
fines of the Tyrol ; here the fertile dale of En- 
gadine has long been the principal residence of 

" Hartman of Werdenberg. 

" The territories of these two barons, and those of the 
Prince Abbot of DUentis, constituted the chief part of 
Tshat was since called the Ctej Leagut. 

■J Since called the league cf the Hfiae of God. 

the 
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the Plantas, and to this day preserves the re-. ^"I^- 
mains of the language once spoken by the con- ^-*nr««rf 
querors of the universe.'* Tq the eastward (rf 
Coire are the valleys of Shamfick, whose prin- 
cipal village, situated under an impending rock, 
sees its grave perpetually suspended over its 
head j and of Pretigau, whose verdant hills rise 
graduaJly out of ricli meadows ahd corn fields : 
Davo^ Hes higher : a lofty plaiUj inhabited by a 
numerous community, often secluded from 
the rest of mankind by the wreck of shivered 
precipices-'S 

Hartman of Werdenberg Bishop of CoIre, 
in conjunction with John of Werdenberg his 
kinsman, probably, with a view to strengthen 
themselves against rivals, gave the first ex- 
ample in this country of an union for mutual 
aid and security. Having convened their vas- isst. 
sals and dependents among the mountains 
above Coire, they received their oaths, by which 
they bound themselves reciprocally at aU times, 
and with all their might, to maint^n their so. 
vereign lords, and succout each other in their 
just cMms and agaiiist all aggressors. A few 
pf the communities reserved previous com- 

'* The Laden : no doubt a corrupted dialect ; but who 
expects to find Romans even .it Rome ! 

'* These two valleys and this pUin formed since the best 
f)an of the league ofunjant,£clleiu. 

pacts 
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CHAP, pacts among themselves ; and the bishop not 
\.^fY^>^ only confirmed the treaty by oath, but bound 
all his successors to swear to the due observance 
of it. Thus arose the first of the Rhxtian asso- 
datlons, which, from the dependence of most 
of its members on the metropolitan church of 
Cc»re, obtained the name of the league of the 
House of God. The prosperous example of the 
Helvetic Confederacy thus spread around it its 
own spirit of independence, and no doubt 
prompted many powerful but provident nobles 
and prelates to a nearer intercourse with their 
subjects, and to favour combinations which 
they well saw tliey could not obviate. The 
feud between the Bishop of Coire and the 
Baron of Razuns, concerning the vidamy of 
Tomiliasca, appears to have given rise to a si- 
milar compact between this \otd, the Baron of 
Sax, and the Abbot of Disentis, which was soon 
. followed by a formal union between them and 
the freemen of Claris. This union it was agreed 
should last as long as their native rocks and 
valley. It provided for the mutual defence of 
the parties, without pay or compensation, with- 
in their respective boundaries! Claris reserv- 
ing its oaths to the Swiss cantons, and the Baron 
of Sax his fealty to Milan, unles^ the duke were 
to deny justice. This was. considered at Coire 
as a conspiracy against the bishop, and his re- 
tainers 
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toners proceeded to acts of violence, seized on Chap. 
the cattle some men of Claris had driven among i-^-v-^ 
these mountains. The shepherds of Claris un- 
used to brook an al&ont, much less to put up 
vnth an injury, gathered auxiliaries from their 
Confederates and came in force near the walls 
of Coire, collecting l^ooty as they advanced, 
and spreading terror even into the e[Hscopal 
palace. Having raised what they deemed a 
su£Scient compensation for the damage they 
had sustained, they returned, and the Austrian 
bailiff at Sargans mediated an accommodation. 

The ancient house ofMontford or Werden-Wtrfa*. 
berg, bad branched out into three lines, distin- ^' 
guished by banners of three di^ent colours, 
the red, the black, and the white. The first 
had no concern in Helvetia, their territories 
being beyond itsfron tiers : thesecond held ample 
domains on the Rhine, from Mayenfeld down 
to the lake of Constance, of the best part of 
which it had been gradually stripped by Austria: 
the third possessed the county, and assumed 
the name of Sargans.'* This branch had long 
been more powerful than the house of Haps< 
burg, but the latter produced one great man, 
and its fortune rose to the highest pitch of 
grandeur : a proof that personal merit and a 

'* The above named Hartman, Bishop of Coire, was of 
this branch. 

due 



-,o,-7=^ihyG<:)C)^lf 



jS The histoa^ of 

CHAP due regard for supericrity trf character, are not 
' of sach trivial import as sDoae men of Iiigli 
Urth are willing to imagine. 

Frederick Count of Tockenburg, nephew 
and heir of Donatus who fought at Nsefels, was 
not less powerful in Rhsctia than all the banners 
of Werdenberg collectively. '' Haughty and 
severe in his dispoBiiion, he excited murmurS 
among, his subjects, which, dreading lest they 
should daim the protection of the Swiss, in^ 
duced him to apply to Zuric for an alliance^ 
His ofier was accepted ; and it was stipulated 
that Zuric would assist him at its own expence 
in all emergencies, particularly ag^nst his sedi' 
tious subjects, whom the city engaged to pre* 
elude from any union with the Confederates : 
the count on his part was likewise, at his own 
cost, to take the field in behalf of Zuric, and to 
participate in all its engagements with Austria^ 
The territories of Frederick extended from the 
frontiers of Zuric to the river Inn ; it is not 
dierefore to be wondered that Zuric, in its 
selfish policy, should not only have been will- 
ing, but even desirous to strengthen itself by 
the accession of so powerful a co-burgher.. 
Had the Tockenburghers been as valiant as the 

■' Especially in what is now called the league of the ten 
Jurisdictions. 

people 
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peopt< of Neuchaltel,'^ Zuric would no doubt chap. 
have guaranteed their privileges, aod not have -.^ev-w 
afibrded an odious example of a free uty coun- 
tenancing the oppres^ons of a tyrant. The 
most favourable construction that can be put 
upon this transaction is, that Zuric meant to 
avail itself of this union in order to interfere 
occa^onally in behalf of the defenceless people. 

Such was the state of Rhaetia in the earliest 
period of its assodations. The imperial fiefs 
in the Italian part of Rbxtia, the communities 
of Poschiavo, Bormio, Valtelinc, the castle, 
town and county of Chiavenna, and Plurs, 
were at this time vested in John of Galeazzo 
Visconti, first Duke of Milan. Mastino, his re- 
firactory cousin, having seized on, and been 
afterwards compelled to relinquish, these dis- 
tricts, made a formal grant of them to the 
Bishop of Coire. This grant remained unno- 
ticed until the Dukes o£ Milan felt that the 
Rhseti were formidable. 

The domine«-jng nobles, in the midst of these Appeaut. 
general and strenuous exertions in favour <tf 
liberty, experienced now, with equal surprise 
and indignation, an unlooked-for oppoation 
from a few villages in the Alps,'^ which as a 
collective body had not as yet obtainedaname; 

'* See p. 28 of this volume. 
■9 Not above six in number. 

and 
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criAiP. and which, weary of oppression, formed them' 
' selves into a community that soon commanded 
respect by Its victories t reduced, in the short 
space of five years, and with scarce any aid, 
five towns, sixty castles, and many proud ban> 
ners ; spread its arms from the ITiur to the 
Adige, and has maintained itself to our days 
with equal vigour and reputation. This is the 
small republic of Appenzel. 

Proceeding from St. Gallen to the southward, 
a path leads over verdant hills and through 
rich vales decked with numberless habitations^ 
to an insulated group of mountains, scarce 
yielding in elevation to the loftiest summits of 
the higher Alps. From the top of the Scntis, 
the highest,of its pinnacles, are viewed the dis- 
tant plains of Suabia as far as Wurtemberg, 
the rugged Tyrol, and to the south the snowy 
chain of the Rhjetian Alps. Atnong these pre- 
cipices lived an ancient race, consisting of free- 
men and vassals, who with unremitted labour 
had drained the swamps, cleared away the fo* 
rests, and introduced an arduous culture. The 
first sovereign tliey owned was the King of 
the Franks : who, at what time is uncertain, 
made them over by grant to the neighbouring 
abbey of St. Gallen ; reserving however to the 
crown the taxes, levies of forces, and criminal 
jurisdiction, (all which devolved afterwards to 
the 
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the empire,) and to t^e freemen thdr long-estab- chap. 
lished privileges. The sovereign power vpas s.^-v-%-' 
thus, as it frequently happened in those days, 
distributed among various superiors, and was 
hence no where absolute. The villages of Ap- 
penzel and Urnaesh deep in the valleys, and Tuf- 
fen and Hundwyl at their entrances, paid tri- 
bute to the empire, and tn some respects acted 
in common ; whilst the district from Gaiss to 
the Speicher, extending along the heights above 
.the Rheinthai, was a distinct jurisdiction, in 
which justice was administered by native ma- 
gistrates in the name of the abbot. The moun- 
tains round Hcrisau and towards Tockenburg 
bad become a fief In the bands of Rudolph de 
Roshach, a vassal of St. Gallen. 

Cuno de Staufien, Abbot of St. Gallen, hav- 
ing gradually obtained not only the estates of (isw) 
Roshach, but also by mortgage each of the im- 
perial prerogatives within these valleys, became 
possessed of all except the love of the people. 
He was austere, and his substitutes correctly 
imitated his conduct : his haHiS at Schwendi 
laid an annual excise upon milk, butter and 
cheese, and kept two great dogs, whom he set 
against all those who were remiss in their pay- 
ments. The bailiff at Appenzel was so merci- 
less a collector, that on the death of a poor de- 
faulter, he was not satisfied with seizing the best 

.VOL. II. a coat 
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CHAF. coat he had left behind him, but ordered him tQ 
> be dug out of his grave, and stripped of the 
shroud in which his indigent children had 
caused him to be buried. All imposts were le- 
vied in a manner insupportable to the people. 

This people, reared in a clear Alpine air, and 
inured to hardships ; a stout, healthy, vigorous 
race ; free-minded, strictly honest, tractable 
when used with lenity, but stubborn to injus- 
tice ; these men, who could neither be deluded 
by sophistry nor warped by fear, and who per- 
ceived almost intuitively the best expedient in 
every emergency, being now well acquainted 
with the temper of the abbot and the spirit of 
his administration, formed after various partial 
meetings a general assembly, in which their ' 
principal grievances were fully discussed, and 
the example of the Swiss was hinted at. They 
were conscious that no people excelled them in 
courage and patriotism: and being now well 
assured of each other's sentiments, they resolved 
to act in concert : they grasped their arms, and 
having attacked and demolished the castles, the 
bailifis consulted their safety, and fled beyond 
the frontiers. 

The chapter of St. Gallen having of late been 

ao much reduced as to be wholly destitute of 

the means requisite to oppose this threatening 

evil, called- in the assistance of twelve imperial 

dtie» 
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cities on the lake of Constance and the adja- chap. 
cent Suabia, with whom it was allied. A confer- ,>-*-v-» 
ence between all parties hereupon took place, in 
which the men of Appenzel declared that they 
were ready to yield to the abbot all the sub- 
mission to which he had a just claim, but that 
they would endure no injustice or oppression ! 
they moreover requested that the abbot would 
henceforth name his substitutes from among a 
certain number of natives to be proposed by 
them. The allied cities joined witli the abbot ■ 
in rejecting this oflFer, and even proceeded so 
&r as to abrogate the union that had been 
formed among the villages; protesting at thC' 
same time, with a profusion of conciliatory 
words, that the abbot would require nothing 
frotn them but what was just and lenient. The 
officers of the abbot returned now into the val- 
leys, full of resentment and insolence ; impri* 
soned those whom they considered as the au- - 
thors of their late expulsion, and manifested on 
all occasions a most relentless spirit of rancour 
and animosity. Such were the prejudices they 
inspired into the peojrl^, that none of their most 
trivial actions were henceforth considered as 
harmless ot unintentional 

The town of 3t. Gallen, which surrounded ^"'"""^ t/ 

St. GaUe* 

and owed some allegiance to the abbey but en- 
joyed a free government, now also exhibited 
» a heavy 
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CHAj. heavy complaints on account of the non-observ- 

v-i^vw ance of an agreement to which the prelate, when 

urged by his necessities, had readily consented. 

(i«o.) Conrad de Watt was this year burgomaster of 
St. Gallen, and governed the same with a se- 
nate of free citizens, and according to establish- 
ed laws. The city had no territory, but many 
jiMghbouring lords were its co-burghers, and 
steadily attached to its interests : it was com- 
prised in the great league of the Suabian cities; 
and as a place of commerce, had entered into a 
compact with Nuremburg for a mutual exemp- 
tion of tolls. Its independence rose with its 
prosperity : and in the last years of King Wen- 
^slaus, it was near being wholly emancipated 
from all dependence on the chapter ; the abbot 
having in fact issued a declaration, dictated by 
his necessities, which implied an absolute re- 
lease. The non-performance of this engagement 
was the cause of the remonstrance now brought 
forward by the city, and gave rise to an alliance 
.-with Appenzel. The town of Wyl, which had 
ever been zealously devoted to the chapter; and 
the ecclesiastical vassals of Wittenbach, Wald- 
kirch, and other neighbouring places, manifest- 
ed also an equal spirit of discontent, chiefly on 
account of oppressive taxes. The abbot offered 
redress to some of these towns, in hopes of pre- 
venting a threatened combination, but in vain, 
St." 
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St. GaUen declaring Its steadypurpose to abide by chap. 
its union with Appenzd. Cuno, alarmed at the >.r«-v-v 
impending storm, hastily withdrew with the 
whole chapter to his town of Wyl j only one 
monk being left in the abbey, who shut the 
choir and suspended all public service. 

This measure caused a great ferment In the 
deserted city. The Suabian league interposed ; 
and after much oegociation, the burgomaster of 
Ulm at length effected an accommodation, by 
which the burghers of St. Gallen received re- 
dress, their league with the Suabian cities was 
confirmed, but their alliance with Appenzel was 
positively annulled. This'a ward granted to theab- 
bot all he contended for ; namely, the means of 
obviatingallcomblnations amonghisdependents ; 
and to St. Gallen what it considered 3s most 
conducive to its interest, a firm union with the 
Suabian cities in support of its rights and pre- 
rogatives. Both parties 3;Cquiesced, and con- 
gratulated each other in the happy issue of the 
contest } but not so the Appenzellers : they, 
their energy being as yet unknown, had not 
oiily been no ways consulted in the negociation, 
but their interests had been wholly disregarded 
in the award. When this award was read to 
them, they listened attentively to the first ar- 
tides J but when they heard that the league of 
Sl Gallen with the Suabian tow,ns was confirm- 
ed, 
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CHAP, ed, and immediately after that their own alli- 
w-v^ ance with that city was annulled, they instantly 
cried out, ' Treason,' and became tumultuous. 
One of them however, a man of temperate cou- 
rage and sound judgment, said to the messen- 
gers from the cities, ' Report to your masters^ 

* that we of Appenzel do by no means accede 

* to this awa'rdj that when we and the burghers 

* of St. GaUen consented to an arbitration, it 

* was on condition that equal justice should be 

* dealt out to us ; but that equal justice has 

* been denied us. Tell the abbot also that we 
' * perceive his drift ; he means to oppress us ; 

* why else should he oppose our league with 
' St. Gallen ?' The people, full of indignatiwi, 
thought themselves mocked and insulted by the 
haughty senators, and felt conscious that they 
did not deserve so humiliating a treatment. 
The hearts of these artless shepherds were 
henceforth wholly alienated from the Suabian 
cities. 

A man of vigour, who is firmly bent on a' . 
laudable pursuit, should he be deprived of all 
the hopes he had just reason to entertain, will 
however, provided he continue true to himself, 
seldom fail to meet ultimately with the coun- 
tenance and support that will enable him to 
achieve his purpose. These people, seeing that 
they had nothing to expect from the city of 
St. 
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St. Gallen, which had now even catered into a ^i^ap- 
league with the abbot, met their landamman in > 
the village of Appenzel, and swore to stand by 
each other to the last extremity in support of 
their freedom. They hereupon sent to the 
seven Swiss cantons,-° and requested their alli- 
ance. Fortunately for them they obtained what 
was sufficient to support their courage, but not 
enough to permit them to neglect their own 
means, and place their whole trust in others. 
Five of the cantons, either too distant or being 
biassed by the abbot, declined the offer.,- Schwitz, 
ever desirous to impart freedom, accepted the 
union without h'e^tation ; and Claris declared) 
that all who were willing to engage in the cause 
of Appenzel were at liberty to follow their ii;. 
cUnation. Two hundred men of Claris took 
to their arms, and marched over the mouDt»ns 
into these valleys. 

The abbot now called upon jhe allied cities 
to assist him against his rebellious si^jects la 
the mountains; but they preferring conciliatory 
measures, sent a deputation to Appetizel to offer 
terms of accommodation. The people brieBy 
answered, ' The repeated oppressions of the 
* abbot and the partiality of your dties, have 

" When only seven cantons are mentioned, Berne is the 
one excepted. This state, on account of il» remotaaess. 
Aften todt no ihare ia the coRcenis of tb9 others. 

* compeU€4 
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CHAP. * compelled us to form an alliance with Schwitz; 
i^,r~^^^ * to this we are resolved to adhere, and with 

* this reservation we offer to accede to an arbi- 

* tration of the Confederates.* George Erns> 
the deputy, replied, ' We shall ere long know 

* how to reduce your stubborn spirits.* They 
said, ' Our cause is just ; and in such a cause 

* God fiivours the brave.* 

i«)3. Early in the ensuing spring the towns of 
Constance, Ravensburg, Ubcrlingen, Wangen, 
Buchorn and Lindau, sent forces against the 
refractory peasants j and the city of St. Gallen 
also spread its banner in the cause of the abbot. 
The shepherds stationed on the heights of Ap- 
penzel saw the approaching army, gave the 
appointed signals, and the valleys now for the 
first time heard an alarm.~ All able to bear 
■ arms, after receiving the blessings of their aged 
fathers and bidding farewell to their wives and 
children, resorted to the banner. About two 
thousand met under Jacob Hartsh their captain, 
and marched to the eminence above the village 
Speicher. The descent from thence to St. Gallen, 
' although stony and rugged, is not steep: in one 
place the road leads through a hollow way be- 
tween high grounds covered- with wood. The 
combined troops of the abbot, after having been 
liberally feasted at St. Gallen, drew out on the 
fifteenth of May towards the mountains : the 
Appeiizellers 
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Appenzellers meanwhile, aware of the import- chap. 
ance of this decisive day, slept little in the pre- v.*nr^ 
ceding night, partook of the frugal store they 
had brought with them, and carefully occupied 
every advantageous post. 

At daybreak the army of St. Gallen, consist- ^^«ti« 
ing of five thousand horse and foot, ascended 
the acclivity and entered the defile,' unapprized 
of the three hundred Scbwitzers and two hun- 
dred men of Glarisj who occupied the woods 
on dther side: they no sooner reached its upper 
extremity, than they were instantly assailed by 
eighty aVingers, who after severely galling them 
returned to their stations ; the Scbwitzers and 
men of Claris at the same time made a similar 
attack on the rear, which was advancing slowly 
into the narrow pass. Whilst this column was 
making every efibrt to extricate itself firom its 
confined position, a body of Appenzellers ap- 
peared suddenly from behind the upper heights. 
The cavalry which led the van no sooner saw 
the approach of these tall vigorous men of a 
daring aspect, than they repented of the con- 
tempt in which they had held this rude pea- 
santry. Perceiving the" expediency of alluring 
the battle, if possible, into the more even ground 
below the defile, they called loudly to those who 
immediately ftJlowed them to fell back. Whilst 
they were thus retreating, not in the best order, 
the 
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CHAP, the men of SchwUz, Glarb, and Appenzel, fdl 
<^rv->>-> suddenly from the woody heights upon both 
th^r flanks. The rear perceiving this retro- 
grade motion thought that the head of the 
.column had been worsted, and fled in great 
disorder towards St. GaUen. Their pursuers 
instantly placed themselves in the interval left 
by this hasty retreat, and had they been suffi- 
ciently numerous, would have surrounded all 
those who remained above them in the pasa* 
The horse, restrained In all its movements, gave 
Vp the contest and dispersed* In this rout p&> 
rished the two burgomBBters of St. Gallen, by 
the hands of those with whom they would havf 
conquered had they been true to their engage* 
ments. The road to the very ^tes of St. Galleq 
was strewed with dead ; four cities lost their 
banners, and above six hundred cuirasses were 
taken. Many of the burghers of St. Gallen^ 
when they reached their homes, acknowledged 
that they owed their lives to the remembrance 
()f former friendships with their present foes. 
Hartman Ringli had been mortally wounded ; 
a shepherd of Appen^el wat levelling a £n4 
death blow at him, when he implored for ^ 
short respite, that he might once m<}re see a bq- 
Joved wife, who but two days before had becfi 
delivered of a sop. The shepherd dropped Ji 
tear, called some of hU compimQns, wd mth 
them 
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them bore Hartman to the gates of the city, chae. 
His wife being apprized of this, lost sight of her t_*->-o 
own danger, flew to the spot, Idssed the Uood 
from off his wounds, and attended him until 
the succeeding day, when he expired. Every 
tbqiherd of Appenzel who after ' this came tQ 
St. Gallen, was sure to be kindly received and 
hospitably entertained by this pattern of £90- 
jugd fidelity. 

Jacob Hartsh gave now the signal to sU^ the 
havock j and though many of his followers, after 
so great a rout, were eager to enter St. Gallen, 
yet they all obeyed. Their loss was incans|(ler. 
able. They returned to the field of battle, and 
there offered up thanks to the Almighty, who 
in this first conflict in their country's cause had 
thought them worthy of so complete a victory* 
and then repaired to their homes. They thank- 
ed the men of Schwitz and Claris for their ' 
friendly wl, and gave them their share of the 
booty i and the Schwitzers now congratulated 
themselves on having admitted so btave a people 
into their union. The city of St. GaUen was 
likewise soon after reconciled, and even estab- 
lished a friendly intercourse with them. 

The viaors being well aware that the abbot 
wcmid not abstain from further hostilities, de- 
molished the principal castles within their vaj- 

kyt, asd mute some iitrcnda upon the bodf of 
the 
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CHAP, the abbey, in order to strike terror and cause 
' their arms to-be respected. The Suabian towns 
meanwhile, weary of the detriment this disas- 
trous war occasioned to their commerce, ear- 
iiestly requested the prelate to listen to terms 
of accommodation ; but Cuno, having received 
intimation that Austria was inclined to- afford 
itim as^stance, was deaf to all proposals. The 
□ties hereupon made a separate peace ; and the 
Appcnzellers, in order to deprive the abbot of 
the support of the nobles who held estates' 
within their valleys, conferred on the vassals of 
theae lords the same independence which they 
themselves enjoyed, and which they prized 
above all things, and were determined to main- 
tain. The indignation this excited in the abbot 
;ind among his nobles soon reached the court 
of Frederick Duke of Austria, who was told, 

* That the men of Appenzel were emulating the 

* Swiss, and would soon, from a desire of ex- 

* celling them, become still more outrageous ; 

* that suffering them to proceed in their auda- 

* city, and to jmn the Confederacy, would soon 

* bring on the final ruin of the nobility of Hel* 

* vetia.* The duke answered, that he would 
without delay send a sufficient force to chastise 
the insolence of these mean and audacious 



Wluk the abbot and the nobles of St. Gallep, 
flushol 
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flushed with renewed confidence, were pr&g- chap. 
flosticating the impending ruin of thdr base aud' ^>-y^ 
versaries, came Rudolph Count of Werdcnberg, 
of the black banner, into the valleys of Appen- ' 
zel, and at an assembly of the people said : ' Yoo 

* know me well, hearty friends and fellow suf- 
' ferers. I am a Montford, of a race that yields 

* to none in antiquity and splendor of nobility ; 
' but what is nobility without honour and in- 

* dependence? Behind that rock is Werdenbcrg, . 

* the seat of my forefathers. Yonder valley, 

* the Rheinthal, you well remember has long 
' been governed by my ancestors, my father. 

* and myself: all has been wrested from me 
' and my brethren by the insatiate thirst of Au- 

* stria after accumulated dominions, and this ia 
' recompense for a long series of eminent ser- 
' vices : but who seeks gratitude and justice 
' from men who hold unlimited power ? I know 
' the dukes : they cherish the servile lords, to 

* whom they grant as a favour the privilege of 

* cringing at tlieir courts : they scorn the an- 

* cient free-minded nobility, and under pretence 

* of preserving order and tranquillity, seize their 

* castles and retain them in their possession. I 
' am well apprized that the. duke is collecting 
' forces in the Tyrol to attack you. The op- 
' pressed should firmly Unite ; and I offer to 

* espouse your cause, and to maintain it with 
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CHAP. * all I have left of my once splendid fortantf, 

<^-Y^ ' my experience in the mode in which th€ Au< 

' strians conduct their wars, the valour of my 

• ancestors, my sword, my blood. Hace coofi* 

• dence in me : a Montford was never ^et per- 

• fidious.' The shepherds knew Count Rudolph 
to be a brave and skilful warrior, but they doubt* 
ed whether he would conform to their rustic 
manners. Being however well assured of the 

. «ncerity and firmness of his purpose, they ad- 
<4o<- Jnitted him into their community. He hence- 
forth l^d aside all marks of distinction, and 
iived among them as a shepherd : he soon gain- 
ed thdr affections, and they elected him thdr 
■captun. They raised intrenchments in their 
passes, and renewed their league with Claris. 
- Duke Frederick meanwhile was hastening his 
preparations. His forces assembled early in June 
' at Arbon on the lake of Constance ; and the 
seventh of the month was appointed for the 
march towards St. Gallen, which had now 
openly declared for Appenzel. Considerable 
bodies of men were at the same time sent up 
the lake and into the Rhelnthal, to effect a ge- 
. neral attack on various sides of the country. 
The morning was overcast and proved rainy : 
the detachment in the Rhcinthal marched up 
the steep ascent from Altstetten, came to the 
iotrenchment that had been thrown up to guard 
. that 
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tiiat entnnce, and finding no opposition, sent char. 
two hundred archers to open a passage through •.,^-^-^ 
the trench. This being effected to a smaU ex- aj tu 
tent, the whole penetrated and took possession 
of a post caUed the Stoss.*' Having with great 
difficulty, on account of the slipperiness -of the 
turf greatly increased by the rain, advanced too 
(ar to retreat with impunity, four hundred 
men of Appenzel, with a few from Schwitz 
and Claris, came forward on the heights, and 
Tolled down large masses of stone and timber 
upon them. The Austrian archers, their bow^ 
strings being wet, shot their arrows "in vain. 
Wcrdenberg, bare-footed like all his followers 
for the sake of a firmer tread on the moistened 
sod, ordered an attack. At the same instant 
appeared on a neighbouring eminence a tro(^ 
clothed in white, who threatened the flank of 
the enemy : these were the wives of the Appen- 
zdlers, worthy of their mothers, whose fame i» 
recorded by Tacitus.*^ The men under Wer- 
denberg fought to great advantage, being much 
favoured by the slipperiness of the seal, which 
they knew how to encounter, but for which 
the Austrians were not prepared. This attack 
proved fatal to the Ayoyer of Winterthur and ' 
ninety-five of his burghers; to eighty burghers ' 

*' A boundary. 

?• Tacit, de Mor. Germ. c. 7. 
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CHAP, of Feldkirch, and to the Lord of Slandenber^ 
*^>~i^ from the banks of the Adige, who struggled 
long but in vain to defend its banner. George 
Eras, who two years before had bid defiance to 
this people, p^d now the forfeit of his arro- 
gance. All these and many others fell, because 
not having made the breach in the intrencb- 
ment of suffident width, they found themselves 
hemmed in ; the dampness of the day at the 
same time depriving them of the means of re- 
sistance. The streams of blood that now tinged 
the descending torrents, gave notice in the val- 
ley of the havock that had been committed ; 
and this intelligence was soon after followed by 
the few stragglers who had escaped the carnage. 
^Hwipt- Early on the same day arrived Duke Frede- 
rick at the gates of St. Gallen, but found the 
place too well defended to hazard an attack. 
He was returning towards Arbon, when four 
hundred burghers, who had come unobserved 
out of the city, suddenly fell upon his flank 
from the Hauptlisberg, an eminence they had 
gained by secret paths ; and after a very con- 
siderable slaughter, threw the whole into confu< 
sion. Here Shaffhausen lost its banner and se- 
veral of its most distinguished burghers. Fre- 
derick however proceeded, and as soon as be 
found himself on a favourable spot, he drew up 
his forces and oSered battle ; but the burghers 
were 
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were not so rash as to engage on such unequal cha?^ 
terms. The day declined, the duke ccHitinued >-.rv^ 
his retreat, the four hundred still harassing his 
march from the adjacent heights, and arriving 
late at Arbon, met the news of the defeat at the 
Stoss. 

Frederick, weary of this inglorious war and 
yet unwilling to return to Inspnick without 
one wreath of laurel, resolved to procure it by 
a stratagem. He gave out at Arbon that he 
meant to return to the Tyrol, and confirmed the 
report by a display of all the necessary prepara- 
tions. His army was ordered to march into the 
Rheinthal, where vessels had been stationed for 
crossing the river.: secret instructions were at 
the same time given, that on reaching the en> 
trance of that valley the troops should on a 
sudden ascend the heights towards Appenzel, 
and if not reduce at least pillage the country. 
The least advantage he knew would at his 
court be magnified into a splendid victory. 
-One of his officers to whom the secret had been 
entrusted, betrayed it perhaps accidentally to a 
young woman of Appenzel, who immediatdy 
cautioned her countrymen. The appointed day 
■arrived, and. the army, reinforced by the sub- 
jects of the abbot, advanced towards the Rhine. 
Hikviog reached the foot of theWolfsIialdc^^ they At (b« 

• 'I A mauittm that decliiles from th6 side of Appenid 
toward^ the borders of the lake. 
VOL. lu s ascended 
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CHAP, ascended with all possible speed, but not in the 
s^fy-^ best order. On a sudden they met four hun- 
dred of the shepherds, who fell upon them with 
their usual shoots and impetuosity. Tlie Aus- 
triaiis collected near a church, and confidiog in 
their great superiority of numbers, maintained 
a most c^tinate conflict. Many fell on both 
sides, but at length the valour of the shepherds 
prevailed ; the Austrians gave way, and the 
death of each Appenzellcr who perished was 
avenged by the slaughter of at least ten of his 
advers^ies. The duke seeing his weakened 
bands rushing precipitately down the mountain, 
partly disarmed and with few of their ensigns, 
execrated the disastrous war, made over the 
comm&ad of his vassals In Thurgau to Frederick 
Couni'of Tockenbnrg, crossed the Rhine and 
returned to Inspruck. 

. A: defensive alliance for a term of nine years 
■was now concluded between the city of St. Gallen 
jnd Appenzel ; and the latter renewed its union 
vwJi I'SchWitz. Many hostile towns and dis* 
tricaa dreading the impression of the arms of a 
pbople so dauntless and victorious, solicited Co 
be admitted into their alliance. Feldkirch was 
Tecelred for a ternv-of ten years. The lowar 
TockenbUrg, Wesen, Windeck and the whole 
' Rheinthal, forsook the Austrian power and 
sheltered themselves under the wings of this 
union. 
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iinton. The men of Appeniwl provid to Ru- chap. 
doIpH of Wcrdsnberg, that he had rtot erred ..^-v-^ 
'frhen he confided in their courage and affec- 
tion : they drove the Austrians from his castle, 
and restored it to its legjitimate proprietor. 
They also proved their gratitude to Schwitz by 
inarching, in the depth of winter, into the Cas- 
ter, and having wrested from the duke the 
Lower March and some other districts, surren- 
dering them to that canton. 

No offers of accommodation being proposed, i406. 
the men of St. Gallen and Appenzel crossed the 
Rhine, and prosecuted the war with vigour to- 
wards Upper -Rhartia and the Tyrol. Hearing 
that the Tyrolese complained heaviJy'of injus- 
tice and oppression, they mircbed to their relief, 
andwerereceived withjoyandgratitude. They 
met the duke'&metcenaiicsi 'and repulsed them*: 
they demolished many castles, took- several bib- 
no's, which had till theabe^n wholly unknown 
to them. ^Thef had advianoed far into the coun- 
try, when 7>ews was brought them that theduc:^ 
forces threatened' another invasion" from the 
lake, and that:Cuno was Cftdeavouring to lakt 
the whcdc empire against tfaom. They imme- 
£ate1y retuniied, and their presence frustrated 
whatever hostile atteraptg mi,^hthave been pro- 
jected. Before the end of the year they resolv- 
ed to bring the abbot back to his choir and holy 
1 2 relics. 
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relics. They went in force before Wyl, which 
after five days of feeble resistance capitulated. 
The chiefs intimated to the abbot that he would 
gratify the wishes of the people* if he would 
return with them to his abbey. The prelate, 
pale, hoary, emaciated and dismayed, came 
forth to the troop, who viewed him with com- 
passionate reverence. Many spoke comfort to 
him ; they aided him to mount his horse and 
escorted him to the abbey, where he was recdv- 
ed with sympathy by all those who knew how 
to commiserate misfortunes. Cuno, revived 
by this reception, and perceiving that his best 
security would be the friendship of the people;, 
against whom he had so obstinately contended, 
placed himself and his abbey under the protec- 
tion, of the burgomaster, senate and burghers of 
St. Gallen, and of the kndamman and commu- 
nity of Appenzel. 

In the ensuing^ year the men of St. Gallea 
and Appenzel appeared befbre Constance, and 
proceeded thence down the Thurgau, purport- 
ing either to compel the Austrian vassals in that 
province to a lasting peace, or to exterminate 
-them, Tliey were ^miling the lands about 
."Winterthur, when news was brought thein^ 
that a numerous body of Austrian cavalry had 
crossed the Rhine at ShafFhausen, and threat- 
ened their frontiers. They summoned their 
allies; 
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aUIcs { but the Austriaos, unacquainted with chap. 
the country, having deviated towards the Ar- v^~v^ 
gau, they found themselves at liberty to prose- 
cute the war all around them : they crossed the 
lake, and in the depth of a most rigorous win- 
ter sat down before Bregenz. It must appear 
a matter of just surprise that this small people, 
sdely supported by its own energy and the jus- 
tice of Its cause, strug^ing with the whole force 
of Austria, of the Abbot of St. Gallen, and all 
its powerful neighbours, should, during five 
years, in which it took upwards of sixty castles 
and demolished more than one half of them, 
have experienced no check whatever, and have 
purchased its victories with a loss scarce percept 
ttble in its population.'^ 

The principal noUes, not only of Helvetia and 
Suabia but also of more distant provinces, aware 
of the danger to which the progress of this 
dauntless people exposed their grandeur and au- 
thority, formed six associations for the purpose 
of restraining their further progress.'* They 

'^. As an instance of their eimplicity it is recorded that 
at the talcing of a cattle they destroyed all the [(late and 
furniture they found in it, but carefully secured some bags 
of pepper, which they shared among themselves with great 
exactness. 

»* They afterwards formed into one general association 
Boder the name of St. George's Shield. 
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CHAP, were countenanced . by Rupert, King of tlio 
i-^^A-f Romans, and early in the next year came with. 
1*08. eight thousand horse and foot to the relief of 
Bregenz. On the thirteenth of January a thick 
fog stood over the lake, and facilitated their ap- 
proach. The first onset was furious, but the 
besiegers sustained it with their wonted firm- 
ness. Their commander, Conrad Kupfershmid 
of Schwitz, however, and eight of his men 
having been killed, and eighty men of St. Gal- 
len and Appenzel taken, they retired, but in . 
such good order that none thought it safe tq 
join in the pursuit. 
i'e»ce. King Rupert came now to Constance, and 

summoned before him the Suabian lords an4 
the deputies of St. Gallen and Appenzel. He re- 
proved the latter for their unwarranted league, 
the demoHtion of so many castles and the abo- 
lition of the usual imposts. The men of Ap-r 
, penzel answered : ' that the whole blame lay 

* with their adversaries : tliat they being free- 

* men, under the protection and sole authority 

* of the empire, had been illegally mortgaged to 

* the Abbot of St. Gallen : that he had increased 

* their taSes; and that his substitutes had wan- 

* tonly oppressed them: that instead of submitr 

* ting a difference that had arisen between them 

* to the decision of the empire, as their privileges 
' demanded, an attempt had been made to com- 

•pel 
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* pel them by arms into submission ; that what chap. 

* had followed was the consequence of this in- ■-"-v^ 
*jurious treatment: that driven by necessity 

* they had fortified themselves by alliances with 

* those who, like themselves, had asserted their 

* native liberties when wantonly attacked: that 
' they sought no dominion ; but only desired 
' to be maintained in their ancient rights and 

* privileges, without which their extstencewould 

* be intolerable.' 

The king, after much deliberation, decided 
^inst Appenzcl. His decree pronounced as 
follows: * Whereas the league between St. GaU 

* len, Appenzel, and other Confederates, was 

* made against the laws of the empire, it is 
' hereby declared null and void, and may never 

* be renewed without our special approbation.' 

* Each lord shall be paid the revenues due to' 

* him'; but no lord shall resent the insults of 

* the late war. All bans and interdicts are here- 

* by rescinded, except the papal excommunica- 

* tion, whicli we cannot repeal. Our dear son's,' 

* the Duke of Austria's, title to the March usurp. 
' ed by Schwitz shall be reserved, as well as all 

* his claims upon the Count of Werdenberg.' 

The men of Appenzel heard with disdain the 

repeal of their league ; which in fact was amply 

justified by a rescript of the Emperor Charles' 

the Fourth, which had authorized the Swiss 

Confederacy. 

D,9,>.«ibyGoogle 
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CHAP. Confederacy. They considered the decree 3S 
^-*-v-N^ partial and oppressive; and yet' on the other' 
hand, though confident that they could effec- 
tually defend their own mountains, they saw- 
that their distant acquiMtions must be exposed 
to the power of Austria, and of the associated 
nobles and the empire. They therefore accept- 
ed the hard conditions; but they met, and mu-" 
tually engaged by solemn oaths, that they would 
ever and firmly hold together, in defence of the 
freedom they- had inherited, from their Others ; 
and in confirmation ofthis intimate union, they 
decreed that the whole country should hence- 
forth unite under one banner.'* 

Respecting the abbot, the king ordained * that 

* as the country of Appenzel had been by former 

* emperors mortgaged to the abbey of St. Gal-' 

* len, the said abbey should renuun in possession 

* of it until it be redeemed : that this country 

* pay alt the arrears of taxes, and make ample' 

* reparation for all the damages it had occasion-'' 

* ed to the chapter ; but that in its administra- 

* tion the abbot should follow the example of 

* Herman de Bonstetten, his revered prede- 

* cessor.' ' As this decree did not obviate the 
abuses that' had occasioned the war, it was not 
accepted; and King Rupert died before ha could' 
cause it to be enforced. Thus ended a destruc- 

»* Each villa^ before thU had its own banner. 

tivc 
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tlve war, which would not have happened had chap. 
Ctuio been better acquainted with the temper ^^^y^ 
of his people. 

The Appenzcilers, confining themsdves now U'''«Y* 
alone to the defence of thdr country, strength- camoiu. 
ened themselves by alliances with the Count of 
Tockeoburg, the Lord of Sax, but more espe- 
cially with seven of the cantons, who did not 
he^tate to admit them for ever into their union. 
But as the puUtc weal rendered it necessary 
that Appenzel, in the pride of its independence, 
should not involve the Confederacy in perilous 
wars, the new allies agreed never to take up 
arms without the approbation of the Swis& 
Tbcy even consulted to assist the Confederates 
with all their force, and at their own ezpence } 
while in their own wars they agreed to be con- 
tent with whatever succour the cantons would 
please to send them, and to allow pay to the 
auxiliaries. The Swiss further stipulated, that 
they should other jointly with or without Ap- 
penzel be authorized to add to the number of 
articles of this treaty, or to resdnd such as might 
appear to them exceptiooatde. 

In the same manner as in a timily every 
member co-operates with <^ifferent powers to- 
wards the common interest, so in. thb Confe- 
deracy were the ties that united the different 
cantons of various import, according to the cir- 
cumstances . 



THE HISTORY OT 

cumstances under Which each of them was en< 
abled to contribute tO' the exigencies of the 
whole. None were admitted to equal rights in 
the Confederacy, without previous and unequi- 
vocal proofs of their temper and energy both In 
peace and war. 

One month after the promulgation' of the 
above decree died Abbot Cuno, full of years, 
worn down by misfortune, and as little commi- 
serated by those who thought him a bad, as by 
those who considered him as a weak man. He 
was succeeded by Henry Lord of Gundolfingen } 
who conciliated the affections of the burghers 
of St. Gallen by declaring, that he would hold 
his ecclesiastical court no where but in their 
city, and that he would prosecute aburgher be- 
fore none but the city magistrates. The Appen- 
zellers refused to acknowledge him until he had 
admitted both their own domestic union, and 
their league with the Confederates. The abbot, 
unwilling to comply, renewed the ban and ex- 
communication ; but they, conceiving that who- 
ever has a good conscience cannot be excluded 
from the communion of the church, paid no 
regard to the ecclesiastical censure i and the 
welfare of their cattle was not obstructed by the 
ban of the empire. 

The twenty years truce between Austria and 

the Confederacy was now near expiring, when 

Duke 
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Duke Frederick, influenced no doubt by a new chap. 
association of the nobles.cqually directed against >-*-»-^ 
the formidable progress of the Confederates} 
and his neglect of their own concerns, proposed 
a further prolongation of it. On the twentieth 
ftfMayitwas agreed that the «gbtandent can- 1*12, 
tons, and their allies of Soleure and Appenzel> 
be confirmed in the peaceful possession of all 
they had acquired either by arms, surrender, or 
purchase; that oven Schwitz should retain their 
contiguous March ; and that all the rights that 
stUl pertained to Austria, whether feudal, of 
levies, or for the redemption of mortgages, be 
reserved and solemnly coniirmed to the duke. 
A process for the decision of all future differ- 
ences was agreed upon. Sixteen towns of the 
neighbouring hereditary dominions, summoned 
for the purpose by the duke, certified that this 
treaty had been concluded with their concur- 
rence, and engaged to promote the strict ob- 
servance of it. Its duration was extended to the 
term of fifty years. It was finally ratified and 
proclaimed on the eighth of July, about one 
hundred years after the first Duke Leopold had 
commenced an inglorious war against a few 
hundreds of Swiss shepherds. 

Thus have ws briefly delineated the rise of Recapito- 
the Helvetic Confederacy, and its gradual in- 
crease in territory, power, and martial fame: 
and 
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CHAP, and related how the nobles, p!(rdy through 
' pride and rashness, and in a great measure by 
the extinction of the most powerhil families 
were deprived of their Buperiorityj and the 
b^t part of their wide domains } in what man* 
ner the forest cantons estaUi^ied a dominioa 
beyond St. Gotbard ; how the Rhsctians first 
confederated among themsdves, and afterwards 
with Claris ; and how cfiectnally the Appen- 
zeUers struck terror into . the nobility, and 
earned a ?eputation whi^ procured them an 
alliance with the Helvetic cantons. These strik- 
ing events, combined on the one hand with the 
progress in the moral and civil institutes c^ the 
eight ancient cantons, and on the other with 
the distracted state of the Austrian power, wiU 
sufficiently evince the cause which, after the de- 
cisive day of Sempach; transferred the superio- 
rity in these parts gradually from the'noblcs to 
the people. The great princes who ruled be- 
sides Austria, were the two sons of Charles the. 
Fourth, Wenceslaus King of Bohemia, and Si- 
gismund King of Hungary. Both were feeble 
and often unfortunate. They had more terri- 
tory than money, and no commander of supe- 
rior talents in their armies ; nor indeed were 
they endowed with sufficient capacity to draw 
men of superior merit out of obscurity. The 
greatest disorders prevailed in the church ; and 
throughout 
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throughout Italy, France, Spain, and the north chap. 
of Germany. Although necessarily exposed by ^-^-v-^ 
their' situation to these incessmt struggles, and 
after a century of arduous conflict, the Swiss 
had now arrived at a state of permanent polity 
which tnsureH their domestic tranquillity, and ' 
procured them the respect of their less fortunate 
neighbours. Uri commanded both sides of St. 
Gothard : Schwitz was terrific in arms; Under- 
walden still retained the undaunted spirit it dis< 
played when it repelled the attack of Strasberg; 
Zug, in the midst of its conciliating allies, had 
neither foreign attacks, nor domestic feuds to 
fear i Claris preserved its courage and honest 
purpose ; Lucern, Zuric, and Berne, were se- 
cure within their strong walls and lofty towersj 
and formidable to all around them by thetr 
extensive territories, numl^rs of castles, and 
abundance of subjects and opulent co-burghers ; 
but to nothing were they more beholden for 
their aggrandizement thin to the wisdom, vigt- 
lance, and courage of their rulers, both in peace 
and war. The Swiss Confederacy, though it 
had not as yet admitted all the members it has 
since incorporated, was however at this time 
fully established, snd had spread its benign in* 
-fluence over all Helvetia and the Rhxtian Alps. 
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BOOK II. 



tHE PROGRESS, DECUXB, AND DISSOtUTtOil^ 
OF THE CONFEDERACY. 



Councils of Constance and Bask. 

A N assembly so numerpus, so splendu), and- 
■^ -^ important, as the general council which 
in the beginning of the fifteenth century, met 
at Constance (a ctty which, although no part of 
the Helvetic body, was yet situated within its 
natural boundari^), must have been noticed iii 
tbisplac&,even,though the incidents to which, it 
gave rise had been less conducive tp the further 
aggrandizement of the principal states which 
then composed the .Swiss Confederacy. A 
short retrospect of . tfifi. events ^vhich gave rise 
to this grand convocation will, it is hoped, ap> 
pear by no means foreign to this histpryj when 
it is considered that it presents a view of so- 
ciety, and delineates manners, in which the Hel- 
vetic tribes, from their centrical situation, ne- 
cessarily 
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cessarily' partook in common with the greater chap. 

part o£ the nations of Europe. , ^^-s-<^ 

.No sooner had the increase of the human Tbe Hie. 

rircbf. 

species given rise to the variety of separate pro- 
fessions to which individuals devoted themselves 
esclusivdy, than even the worship of the Crca- 
tcor, the main' object of our existent^, .became 
gradually the sgle occupation of a -distinct .set 
of men ; for whom ample proWBion wis made, 
that they might (being exempted ifrom the cares 
of worldly-^ affairs) devote themstivK wholly ta 
the contemplation of the Biqireme. Being, prCf< 
serve in its .original purity thejrevelaiion of his 
will, mstruot mankind 'therein, and pre»de at 
the celeiir tioniofchoiy rites. After- »he coming 
of the Saviour of the world, these duticBJ ap* 
pear, without.any pecuUax designation j'tn:have 
devolved to men who,; besides: their rdigimii 
zeal and saxictity of mailnerj, were'Ukewise ve* 
nerablc for their, age;' while ybungeijpKiselytea 
were not only wiUing, biU: evCQ.ambhibus, to 
assist the reverend Others in thejr sicredfunc- 
tions.' Some among the- prints, superior to 
the rest in personal or local pre-eminence, un*. 
dertook thetaskofsuperintendirigtbe reli^ous 
con<£rns of an extensive district j^ antj severd 

'Presbyters; from vhence the i;iore usiial appetliti^A 
of priests. 
' Deacons orai ' 
^ Bishops. 
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CHAP, of these, jointly submitted to the guidance of 
v^r-^^ the superintendant of a large city or metro- 
polis,^ forming thus an eccledastical province. 

The benefits these orders conferred upon 
mankind in the purity of their original insti- 
tutions, are too manifold to be here eniJmerat- 
ed ; but in no instance perhaps have they de- 
served better of the human race, than by having 
essentially contributed to soften the ferocity of 
the rude nations who, when the Roman empire 
had lost its protecting energy, spread hcaror 
and devastation over the fairest parts of Europe. 
The persua^ve arguments and impressive ex- 
amples of the holy men who performed these 
arduous, and in many instances perilous duties, 
received additional weight from the sanction of 
a supreme spiritual authority, which centred 
now in the pontiff at Rome, whose mysterioiia 
sway was admitted with reverence by the rude 
barbarians, to whom he was represented as the 
immediate organ sA the divinity. 

The clergy, thus formed into subordinate 
ranks, and long accustomed to announce, ex- 
pound, and enforce, the decrees of heaven, as- 
sumed gradually a habit of command; in which 
the people (from a firm persuasion of the su|)e- 
^ riority of their wisdom, learning, and piety) 

* Archbishops anii patriarchs. 

readily 
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^eadi^y acquiesced, as long as the order kept chap. 
'within the due bounds of reason and modera- \^->^ 
lion. But motives like these, from the'iatd 
■projpensity of human nature to arrogate power, 
did not long controul the aspiring tempers of 
the ecc3eaasiic3. Religion and policy became 
gradually blended together, and the former soon 
lost its pre-eminence over the latter. Pride and 
ambition invadcdthe breasts of thehjgher ranks; 
and envy and hatred, construed indeed into a 
fervent zeal in behalf of orthodoxy, often sup- 
pressed not only the voice of nature, but even 
the milder dictates of Christianity. Atrocious 
vices, which fevf took puns to conceal or even 
to palfiate, shoc^ the faith of the bewildered 
multitude; and the christian world became gra- 
dually divided between timid superstition and 
gross infiddity. 

The twelfth and thirteenth centuries exhibit- 
ed the most flourishing acra of the hierarchy } 
during which men of talents and courage, like 
the first and second Fredericks, Kings of the 
Germans, struggled with unabated vigour, but 
ever in vain, to prescribe limits to the all-per- 
vading power of the Roman pontiff. Boniface 
the Eighth, at the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, seems to have raised the papal autho* 
rity to the highest pitch of its enormous gran* 
deur. He wielded equally, and with like efficacy* 

VOL. II. F both 
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CHAP, both the temporal and the spiritual sword :5 hi« 
^,^-,^ unexampled arrogance however soon alarmed 
the hitherto torpid submission of the secular 
princes ; and though the struggles for superio- 
rity between the ecclesiastical and secidar pow- 
ers stiil continued for above a century, yet even 
the most able of the pVdates who sat on the 
papal throne during that period, felt that their 
authority was thenceforth to be maintained ra- 
ther by policy, than by thexincontrouled ascen- 
dency their predecessors had exercised over the 
, minds of men. 

Had the successors of Bonlfece been men of 
common virtue and energy, that policy would 
probably have still prevailed^ and a spiritual 
power might perhaps in our days -have opposed 
an insurmountable bar to the inroads of anarchy 
and irreligion, of late for a time triumphant. 
But this power, like most others which have 
been subverted, owed its decline much less to 
' the temper of the times, than to the want of 
sagadty in those to whom it had been entrusted. 
Sovereigns had now, by the decay of their no- 
bility, and the practice they introduced of main- 
tdning permanent forces, acquired a preponde- 

' He declared to Albert of Austria, that he was both 

pope and emperor ; and conformably to this assertion, be, 

atajuliilee, wore one day the pontifical, and the next tht 

imperial JniigniH. - 

* Fancy 
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rancy which enabled them to counteract the in- chap. 
fluence of opinion J and unfortunately for Rome, ^.^-y^^- , 
the triple crown rested, for the m6st jjart, on 
heads which knew not how to secure it against 
impending ruin. Libera! writers also,* formed 
by the reviving taste for ancient erudition, 
slighted the dark cavils of scholastic casuistry, 
and warped the public opinion from the awe it 
had long entertained for the successor of the 
prince of the apostles. Even the proud Boniface 
experienced in his latter days the prevailing as- 
cendency of the French monarch,' and is re- 
ported to have died of grief at the superiority 
obtained by this rival for power. A native of 
France* soon after filled the chair j and, prompt- 
ed by national predilection, and the gratitude 
he owed to the French monarch for his exalta- 
tion, in an evil hour removed the papal seat 
from Rome(upwards of fifteen centuries the me- 
tropolis of the western world, and the residence 
of near two hundred of his predecessors) to 
Avignon, a provincial town in France ; where, 
had the successors of King Philip inherited his 
spirit, the head of the church would infallibly 
in a short space of time have dwindled into the 

* Dante, Petrarcha, Boccacio. 

' Philip le Bel ; but more pioperly, the Bold. 

* Clement the Fifth. 

F 2 subordinate 
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CHAP. subOTclinate rank of grand-ylnioner to that Idng- 
.v^i.'v-*-' dom. 

After a series of seven popes had during se- 
venty years resided at Avignon,' Oregory the 
Eleventh, compelled by the Italians^ at length 
restored to Rome the splendour it owed to the 
presence of the supreme pontiff. On his death, 
(I3T8) the cardinals chose Urban the Sixth, a Vene- 
tian ; who even in the better times of the pon- 
tificate would have revolted people s minds by 
the moroseness of his character : but the French 
cardinals, unwilling to forego the in0uence they 
derived from the ascendency they had now lc»]g 
possessed over the head of th? diurch, promot- 
ed another election at Fondj, where Robert 
Count of Geneva was chosen. This antipope 
assumed the name of Clement the Seventh ; 
and repaired to Avignonj where he resided the 
remainder of his days. 

Here began the gre^t schjsm, which for up- 
wards of thirty years distracted the church, and 
was the source of accumulated crimes, miseries, 
gnd deadly feuds. Insurrection, violence, and 
perfidy prevailed throughout the Christian; 
world : and as If the confusioa occasioned by 
■ the repeated promotion of two rival popes had 
not been suiEdently deplorable, Alexander the . 

9 The Romans called this period the seventy years of 

exile and captivity. 

Fifth, 
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Fifth, a third coihpetitor, was derted at Ksa-; ckap. 
Beoedict the Thirteenth, and Gregory the ^-r-v-*-* 
Twelfth, having been &tst forraally, though 
not virtually, deposed. John the Twenty-third, 
successor to Alexander, having beett compelled 
to fly from Rome, resorted to Bologna, at the 
same time that Sigismund King ojf the Romans 
vidted Lwnbardy. The king was met at- Lodi 
by the Cardinals Challant and Zabarella i cawl- 
Bussioned by the pope to exhort him to co>- 
operate in bringing about a general coundl for 
reitoesMng the (fisorders of the church, which 
had now become intoleraUe. Sigismund rea- 
dily acqtiiesced ; and the city of Constance was a Coundi 

, . , tupunoiwd. 

chosen for the meetmg, oA account or its cen- 
trical locality, the amenity of its situation, and 
the fadlity it afforded of supplying ail necessary 
provisions' and conveniences. 

Whilst messengers were conveying the sum- •*'*- 
mons for this assembly to the most distant parts 
~ of Christendom, Si^smiind, on his return to 
Germany, tarried some time in Swisserlandj and 
cm the fourth of July made a pompous entry 
into Berne, attended by the Counts of Savoy 
and Mbneftfrr^, a numerous retinue of men, 
mxd upwards of fourteen hundred horses. The . 
magnificence and hospitality with which he was 
received and entertained, are circumstantially 
^tailed b^ the hiitorians of the time, »id are 
^cpriom 
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CHAP. ' ^ curious document of its mann£rs.'° After 
, three days of incessant feasting he repaired to 
Soleure ; and it was not till he had reached 
Basle, that the Swiss deputies took their leave of 
him. He thence proceeded to Aix-la-Chapelie, 
where he was crowned ; and then returned 
to Constance. 

The Pope, John the Twenty-third, shewed 
the greatest disinclination to cross the.Alp&( 
.and nothing but his firm reliance on the friend- 
ship and protection of Frederick Duke of Aus- 
tria, would probably have prevailed upon him 
to hazard this dangerous step. The duke, 
whose "power was formidable to all his neigh- 
bours, was at this time in tl^e prime. of life, 
comely in person, and of briiliaht though, 
uncultivated talents. He came to njeet the pope . 
at Trent, and soon gained his entire confidence. 
They advanced through the Tyrol : t and on the 
twenty-eighth of Octot^er, in the evening, made 
.their public entry : at Constance ; attended by 
nine cardinals, rpany bishops, priests, and nobles, 
and upwards of six hundred horses." The con- 
course from all parts of Europe, (even from Con- 
stantinople) of princes, prelates, and nobles of 

"' Considerable sums appear to have been paid by the 
magistrates for the hire of courtezans. 

?' The pope is said to have brought with him a treasure 
(4 one miiUon of ducats. 
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all deacriptions ; of traders, mechanics, and all chap. 
that could administer to the convenience and <.^-v-w* 
gratification of such a multitude, exceeded all 
expectation." Many came to exhibit their riches 
and magnificence ; many to display their learn- 
ing and eloquence; and still more, merely to 
Ratify curiosity, and the love of pleasure: per- 
haps the fewest came for the purposes for which 
the assembly had been convened ; and among 
these, the greatest number had solely in view ' 
to frustrate those very purposes. 

Tlie coundl was no sooner opened than the 
pope percdved that his abdication, as well as 
that of his two competitors, would be the pre- 
vious step demanded towards the intended re- 
formation ; and conscious that the profligacy of 
his character, when under immediate inspec- 
tion, would ill recommend him to a subsequent 
dection, he execrated the hour when he left 
Italy,'} and meditated a speedy retreat, vainly 
flattering himself that his absence would put an 
end to the assembly. The Duke of Austria 
IScewise found cause to repent having approach- 

" The mtmber of strangers at Gjnstance Is said to have 
exceeded one hundred and fifteen thousand. There are 
historians who do not scruple to affirfti that this was the 
grandest assembly ever known. 

" He declared on coming within dght of Constance, 
' Yonder is the trap to wbtch foxes are taken.' 
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CHAf. ed SO near to the monarch who considered him. 
• as a vassal. While King ^gismund; surroundr 
ed with the state and magnificence which he 
was apt to substitute to real grandeur, was rc- 
'. cciving the homage of many illustrious princes 
and nobles, he was particularly solicitous to obr 
tain that mark of submission from Duke Fre- 
derick, the most powerful among theai. The 
duke, bang summoned) demurred; claiming 
ao. ancient privilege, by which he was entitled 
to receive the investiture in. his own dominiDos, 
asd on horseback. The altercation tliis gave 
rise to, confirmed a previous\ antipaUiy which» 
while it was productive of imiportaot conse< 
qumces.ia various parts of Europe, had a pecu? 
liar influence on the con(Ution of the Helvetic 
states. The Idng, conscious how unable he was 
singly to make any impresuoo upon the fonce 
of Austria, sent earnest solicitations to the 
Swiss, to join with him in humbling the power 
by which they had been so repeatedly insulted 
and oppressed. His overtures however were con- 
stantly though respectfully declined, at. vartoua 
congresses held for the purpose j, at which all 
the ancient cantons (Berne only excited, which 
demanded time for deliberation) declared, ' that 
*. having recently concluded a fifty years peace 
* with the Duke of Austria, which he had no 
1 ways infringed, they did not deem themselves 
'"■•'■■ ' " ' ^at 
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* at liberty to appear agMnst him in the field.''+ cmap; 
Frederick, alarmed at the negodations carried < 
c»i by Sigismunda promued to satisfy him in 
all things; and in hopes of ^dtiog the jealousy 
of the Confederates, offered great advantages 
t& the kkigif he would a«u3t him in humbUng 
that stubborn pe^le. The Idtag's. dotniat oi 
the duke's sincerity however {Mrevatled.^ andiO' 
mder to insure the good .wUI> though; ba< could' 
not as yet obtain th? asuataocej o£ the cantons, 
he hastened to apprize them o£ t&e liostile in*. 
tentions of their hexediCary £bc^ Frededcky 
thus committed, made solemn ^echwations of 
his pea<^aUe disposititHi ; and the. Swiss could; 
not be prevailed upon to break thein neutrality. 
The pope, probably with' i view. to facilitate 
his escape^ read publicly, ,and9olbn)ntycQn£rm-' 
ed by oath,> hie abdication j'^* but aosndfter,. 
a-vuling himsdf (tf tjie ^Keraioa afii»ded to all 
ranks by a splendid tournament in.a ptaln near 
Constance, he ^sguiaed himseltin the habit of 
a groom ; and; attended only by aboy,.left the- 
dty and proceeded to Shafilousen. Thexhike, 
whoat this time was.engaged in tbe lists, and' 

. '^Thecaototubadafew wec]ct beforediekiDg'sieqai- ' 
tition refused to admit the Bishop of Constance into their 
league, because he was an alljr of Austria. 

'*■ This abdication implied the condition, that the 
fither antipopes vould do the same. 

wag 
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CHAP, was purposely prolonging the combat, no sooner 
< learnt that the pope had dTected his escape, than 
he yielded an easy victory to his antagonist, and 
hastened to meet the fugitive. The consterna- 
tion this'flight occasioned at Constance was fol- 
lowed by a m^eeting of the prelates, in which it 
was.decreed, ' that the present coundl should, 

* notwithstanding the late defection, continue 

* in full authority, prosecute its labours towards 
'. the union And reformation of the church, and 
*>be stitt coifstdered as its immediate organ.' 

,:Tbe Idi^ hereupon assiembled & diet of the 
:q)irt!tual and ftmporal princes of the empire, 
which the Duke of Austria was called upon to 
attend. Not having obeyed the summons, he 
was pronounced guilty of ccmtumacy and re- 
i)dlion, and declared tn the ban of the empire ; 
a^d t^e council even proceeded to issue a sen- 
tence of excommunication against him, enjoin- 
ing the Idng to enforce the penalties annexed to 
it, and to protect the church against his impious 
rashness. All ties of duty towards him, and all 
fats treaties of alliance, were declared null and 
void -f and the fathers of the church even pro- 
mised full absolution in favour of all those who 
, should join in bringing him to condign punish- 
ment. The whole empire armed. It were te- 
dious to enumerate all the counts, barons, im- 
perial cities, and districts, that joined the banner 

of 
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of King .i^^smund. Frederick Burgravc of cmr. 
Nuremberg '^ commanded the combined army, ^.^-^r^ 
which advanced on the twenty-eighth of March 
towards Shaffhausen. Th^ Swiss, in this ge- 
neral convulsion of the church and state, were 
not left unsolicited. They were now summoned 
on their allegiance to join the imperial standard, 
but all (except the Berners, whom the king en- 
deavoured to bring over by grants of sundry 
privileges) still persisted in the f^thfiil adher- 
ence to their treaty. 

On the twenty-ninth of March " the pop^ 
hearing of the approach of the burgrave, hast- 
ened to LaufTenburg, and thence proceeded to 
Friburg in Brisgau : and the duke, after having 
admonished the burghers of Shaffhausen to re* 
.m£un sted&st in the allegiance they had long . 
^thfully maintuned towards his house, follow- 
ed the degraded pontiff j purpoMng, no doubt, 
to avail himsielf of the treasures the latter still 
possessed, in order to raise forces in his heredi- 
tary dominions in the JVrgau, to oppose to the 
imperial army. The. burgrave meanwhile ad- 
vanced into lliurgau, and sent summons Co 
Shaffhausen, which was no less dependant on 
the empire than on the dukes of Austria. The 

" The first Elector of Brandenburg of the house of Zol- 
leiDifrom whom the present royal family of Prussia is 
d escended. 

city 
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CH^^. dty yielded on tBc sixth of April, and was re- 
Kifyntd ceived into the sole and immediate protecti<m 
of tlie empire. Many nobles and towns of 
Thurgau, and even the poweiftil Count of 
Tockeoburg, followed the examfdt of that 
city; and the duke saw deiection dl around 
him. 
Benwwiei TheBerneEs, On receivineintelHffieiKcof tbcBC 
successes, and heanng moreover that Zoncwfls 
wavering in its peaceful dbposhion, resolved^ 
in hopes of acquiring domini<nia witihout tho 
particlpatioD of the other cantons, to obey the 
summoBB of the onpire, and to hXk suddoily 
into the Argau. They collected all th^r fbrees 
from the Oberlandand the banks of the Aar ; 
and all their. coburghcrs from Soleure, BienOe, 
andlNeuchattel i and^ under an impesl^ banner, 
invadsd that province^ and made their firatat- 
tack upon Zoflingen. 

The Zurichers, percmvibg the drift of Berne; 
dewed leas- reluctance to listen to the! repeated, 
sdlidtations of Sigismundi They however re- 
quested once more tliat they might b& allowed 
to continue true to the observance of t,,heir fifty 
years truce; but added, that if the king should 
think . fit to send thein- anodier summons,, he 
would please to add a formal declaration of the 
(pinions of other sovereigns, and of meti emi- 
liently learned in the' lawsi concerning the 
groun4 
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ground which might justiiy their breach of the chap. 
treaty. The Confederates hereupon met in a ^^-y-w 
congress at Schwitz, and there received the fol- 
lowing rescript: * The electors, and the princes^ 

* counts, and lords, spiritual and temporal, of 

* the holy Roman empire, the doctors of civil 
' and canon laws, and the plenipotentiaries of 

* the kings Henry of England,'Eric of Scandi- 
' navia, I^adidiaus of Poland, and ^Wenceslaus of 

* fiohemia,having met bya special commissionto 
' deliber^e oa the observance of the fifty yeam 

* peace between tlw Duket>f Austria aijd theHel- 

* vetic Confederates, after maturely weighing 

* everymotive of honour and justice,havedeclar- 
' ed their decided opinion ; that the Confederates, 
' as members of the empire, are called upon by 

* their ^legiance to join its banners whenever 

* duly summoned ; their first and most sacred 

* duty being that which binds them to the em- 

* pire and to the church ; these, in all treaties 
^ whatever, bang either expresdy or tacitly re- 

* served.' The king added, * that having, in 

* the plenitude of his power as supreme head of ' 
' the empire, decreed to make war against a 

* rebd,, he solemnly called upon the Confisde- 

* rates to act conformably to their duty, and 

* jcnn his foi'ces ; that he, by virtue of his so- 

* vereign authority, did previously but solemnly 

* grant to them whatever conquests they might 
' make upon Aystria during the progress of this 



THE HISTORY Ot 

' war ; and moreover enjoined that, the duke 
' being possessed of many dom:uns, jurisdic* 
' tioDS, revenues, and fei'.dal services, within the , 
< cantons, the Confederates should on no ac- 
*xount admit him any longer to the enjoyment 

• of them, since they were legally forfeited to 

* the empire.' A messenger from the council 
of Constance cJme also about the same time,' 
and brought' a menace of excommunication if 
they still persisted in their tardiness. The can- 
tons (Uri excepted, which still could not recon- 
dle itself to a breach of faith) being thus invit- , 
ed» exhorted, commanded, and threatened, ba- 
nished all further scruples, sent a declaration 
of war to the duke, and drew out their forces in 
all directions. 

The ardour of the prindpal cantons not to be 
behind hand in seizing on their destined prey, 
gave uncommon celerity to their operations. 
Berne, Zuric, and Lucern, not only strove to be 
foremost in their conquests, but were unwilling 
to admit of co-operation, being well aware that 
auxiliaries would claim a right to co-regency. 
The Berners having reduced Zoffingen, advanc- 
ed to Arburg, where a strong citadel threatened 
a vigorous reastance ; but hearing that the 
forces of Zuric had passed mount Albis, and 
were advancing towards the Argau, and that 
Lucern had already taken possession of Sursee, 
they resolved to blockade the castle, and proceed 
with . 
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vnth all possible expectition in their premctK- chap. 
tated conquests. They appearerd before Arau «-*-y-w 
on the same day that the troops of Zuric, the 
forest cantons (even including Uri, which had 
now waved its opposition), and Glaris, met at 
IMellingen, on the river Reuss ; which town, as 
well as Bremgarten, immediately surrendered 
to. the empire and the cantons. Arau, after 
three days siege, yielded to the arms of Berne 
and Soleure. The Berners hereupon, after de- 
taching a body to the proud castle of Lenzburg, 
marched on to Bruck; and in their way crown- 
ed their successes by seizing on Hapsbui^, the 
ancient hereditary seat of the house of Austria, 
and once its sole domain.- Bruneck, the seat of 
the Geslers (whose ancestor," when he trampled 
on the liberties of the Swiss, little dreamt of the 
ruinous ejects of his oppressions), yielded to 
the £r3t summons. Having thus in eight days 
taken seventeen towns, burghs, and castles, and 
occupied a large, populous, and well-cultivated 
province, with the loss of only four men, they 
made the conflux of the Aar and Reuss the 
boundary of their conquests, and returned to 
their respective homes. They retained the su- 
premacy, the levies, and revcnpes, of all their 
new acquisitions ; and gave to Soleure two 
thousand florins, ahd to Bienne half that siun, 
for th^r assistance. 

The 
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llie troops of Zuric mcanwlule, unwiHing to 
interfere with Berne, ascended the fertile vale 
between mount Albis and the Reuss, and occu- 
pied the rich and extes^ve bailiwick of Knonau. 
Joindy with the six other cantons, they now 
undertook the siege of the city of Biden, the 
&tr(»)gest and most important of the Austrian 
fortresses in Helvetia : in whose lofty castle the 
dukes had deposited their archives ; in which 
they and other sovereigns had frequently resid* 
ed ; and where most of the hostile attempts 
against the forest cuitons, the march to Mor- 
garten, and the expedition to Sempach, had 
been projected. After repeated and unsuccess* 
fill e&rts, which consumed above double the 
time that liad been required to subdue the Ar- 
gau, they summoned the Berners to their as- 
sistance ; who without delay sent fifty horse, 
one thousand foot, and a body of artificers and 
artillery, to their assistance. These hainng 
(^ned a wide breach in the wall, the garrison 
retired into the dtadeL Incessant attacks were 
made upon this f<»rmidable bulwark ; until the 
brave governor-, Burcard de Mansberg, hearing 
that the duke had yi^k^ed to his adverse for- 
tune, and that there were no IcHiger any hopes 
of bdng relieved, accepted of an honourable 
capituhtion. 

The duke who, during the ^ogress of this 
disastrous 
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disastrous war, was with the pope at Friburg chap, 
in the Brisgau, receiving from all quarters in. 
telligence of the ruinous attacks made upon his 
dominions,'^ lost all his energy ; became inca> 
pable of listening to the remonstrances of the 
pope and many of hb zealous friends, who 
strove to revive his courage ; and, yielding to 
the well meant but degrading persuasions of 
Lewis Duke of Bavaria, repaired with him to 
Constance.'^ Here this Bavarian duke, and the 
newly created Elector of Brandenburg, led him 
before a grand assembly of the prelates, which 
the king had summoned on the occasion. On 
entering the spacious hall, at the further end of 
which Si^mund sat in state, Duke Frederick 
knelt thrice i and being, asked what brought 
him thither, the Duke of Bavaria answered : 

* Most gracious and mighty king ^ this is Duke 

* Frederick of Austria, my cousin. At hb de- 

* sire, I implore your royal pardon for whatever 

* offence he may have given you and the holy 

* coundl : he surrenders himself, and all belong- 

* ing to him, to your mercy and pleasure ; and 

*• The Count Palatine, the city of Basle, the Count of 
Toc):enburg, the Bishop of Coire (whom he had not long 
before imprisoned), and many others, had now invaded 
his territories. 

■' He charged the pope, before he left him, not to re- 
turn through France into Italy. 

VOL, Ji, o ' * offers 
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CHAP. < ofibn to bring back the pope to Constance, on 

s^'^ri^ ' condition however that his person and pro. 

' perty shall remain inviolate.' The king, r^ung 

his voice, denunded : * Duke Frederick, do yow 

* engage to fulfil these promises V The Duke, 
in faultering accents, answered ; ^1 do ; and 

* humbly implore your royal mercy.' The 
tone in which he uttered these words, struck aU 
the hearers wit^ cocnpassion> He next took 
the oath by which he surrendered all his do> 
minions, from the Tyrol to Alsace, to the 
king.; submitting to hold whatever he might 
l^ease to restore, solely from ^s fcivour. The 
king, addressing the Italian prelates, said : ' You 

* well know, reverend fathers, the power and 

* coBsequence of the Dukes of Austria : behold 
'. DOW wliat a King of the Germans can ac- 

* complish !' 

The Elector of Brandenburg hereupon re-' 
paired to FrUiurg, and brought back the pgpe to 
a place of safe custody near Constance. All re- 
spect fov his dignity and person were now laid 
aside. The follies of his youth, the more cri- 
minal acts of his riper years, his lust, his avarice, 
all w^re revealed ; so that the man who during 
five years Had been reverenced as the supreme 
arbiter of christian virtues, was now held up 
as" a miscreant who, abandoned to all vices 
with and without a name, iQerited the abomina- 
, - tion^ 
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tion oF all ranks of society.'^ Duke Frederick, chap. 
among all his losses, regi'etted none more than -^^^^-^ 
the surrender of Baden. He repaired to the king, 
and solicited that he would appropriate that 
city to the empire, trusting, no doubt, that it 
Would one day be restored to him. Sigismund 
wrote to the Swiss; announcing that the war 
they had waged in his name being now con- 
cluded, he enjoined them to lay down their 
arms, and to deliver Baden Into his possession. 
The Swiss answered, that the warriors who had 
forced that city and its strong castle to surrender,, 
would not easily be prevailed upon to place it in 
other hands. The king, who not long before 
would gladly have given half Austria to the 
Confederates, heard this with apparent anger, 
and instantly sent forces to summon the city 
and castle of Baden in the name of the empire; 
but these troops, on arriving in sight of the 
place, saw with surprise and indignation the 
flames by which the once stately castle was now 
nearly consumed. At a congress at Zuric, 
where the several conquests were appropriated, 
feerne was confirmed in the possession of all it 
had taken in the Argau, Zuric recdved Knonau, 
and Lucern the town of Sursee with some de- 
pendencies: and after much deliberation, in 
which Uri, again reverting to its former maxims 

'* Vas trnininm peccatorum. 

G 2 of 
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CHAP, of primitive integrity, insisted that all acqiu«- 
. v,>v->^ tions should be surrendered to the emperor, 
and peremptorily refused to share in whatever 
sovereignty should be retained, it was agreed 
that the county of Baden and the frte bailiwicks 
along the Reuss, from Mellingen to the fron- 
tiers of Lucem, should be held in common by 
six of the cantons; Berne, which had been 
amply portioned, and Uri, which refused all ac- 
cession, being with their own consent excluded. 
The six cantons agreed to send alternately a 
bailiff into each district for the term of two 
years ; and to name annually delegates or syn- 
dics to examine into the conduct of these offi- 
cers, and to audit thdr accounts. These were 
the first dominions held in common by different 
cantons. 

> After the close of this camp^gn, a contribu- 
tion was rMsed on all such as had remained at 
home, in order to reward those who had ex- 
posed their lives. Claris was by the imperial 
authority declared wholly exempted firom all 
the allegiance it owed to the Duke of Austria 
as advocate of Seckingen ; the advocacy of the 
abbey of Einsidlen was transferred from Au- 
stria to the canton of Schwitz; and the su- 
preme municipal jurisdictions at Zug, Under- 
walden both above and below the forest, and 
Uri, were vested solely in their respective lan- 
dammen* 
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dammen. Several of the lords who had been chap. 
worsted in the conflict, became co-burghers. \-»-y^ 
The king, after having once more claimed the 
"surrender of all the conquests of the Confede- 
rates ; and received for answer that when he 
was urgently solidtlng thdr assistance, he had 
formally granted them the possesdon of all they 
might acquire ; at length, for the sum of five 
thousand florins, made over to Berne all the 
towns and casdes they had taken' in the Argau ; 
as an imperial mortgage yphich none should 
ever be allowed to redeem but a head of the 
empire, in favour of the empire, and never 
without the consent of the city. For four 
thousand five hundred florins he transferred to 
Zuric, with similar reservations, the towns of 
MelUngen, Bremgarten, and the rest of the free 
bwliwicks ; mth power to admit others of the 
Confederates to a joint property. Berne was 
soon after received into the co-sovereignty re- 
specting the county of Baden. 

Two of the antipopes having, in consequence xhecoun. 
of the decree of the council, relinquished all td. "°^" 
claim to the pontifical dignity, it now remained 
to obtain also the abdication of Benedict, the 
third cpmpetitor ; who had peremptorily refus- 
ed com[^ance, and to avoid compulsion had 
withdrawn ftom Avignon into Spdn. King 
Sigismund,ever disposed to underta^ a distant 
, journey. 
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CHAP, journey, repaired to Perpignan ; where he met 
t-^-v-*-^ the resolute pontiff, and urged the propriety o£ 
1417. his submitting to the authority of a general 
council. Benedict maintained his claim with 
much address and a variety of argument, and . 
the interview proved ineffectuaL The king^ 
after visiting the French and English courts, re- 
turned to Constance. Benedict, was declared 
contumadousj schismatic, and a heretic; and 
the assembly proceeded to deliberate on the re- 
formation of the church : but the Italian cardi. 
nals, whose views were not so well inclined to 
&vour that object, resisted the measure; and 
after the death of Robert Bishop of Salisbury^, 
the most strenuous of their adversaries, succeed-. 
ed in their of^sition. Acondave of two-and- 
twenty cardinab declared, on the eleventh of 
November, the election of Count Otlio Colonna,- 
a Roman, to the papal chair. The new pope^. 
who, in honour of the saiirt whose festival was 
celebrated on the day of his election, assunxed 
the name ^ Martin the Fifth, with infinite ad- 
dress found means to postpone the intended re- 
formation ; and under various pretences, he on. 
Hi;, the twentieth of April gave his solemn benedic- 
tion to the assemUy, and dtsimssed it. WeH 
pleased at this happy release front an authority, 
that was ftow deemed superior to his own, he 
proceeded on his return to Italy, tbrottgh ShofiV: 
hausen. 
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hausen, Baden, and Lenzburg ; whetie lie '4pa£' chap. 
ihet by the deputies of Berne, and ccHidtuted •. 
lii great state through Soleure to their city. 
Here he tarried ten days, and was entertained 
with is the s[>lend6iir the burghers were wont 
to (fi^lay on ^mitar occasions. After reittain- 
ing three days at Fribnrg, he repdred through 
Lsusinne to Geneva ; and thence to Florchce, 
where he fixed his. readence. On his way, atid 
particularly at Berne, he cdebrated h^ inas$ 
with all the pomp and sotethnity of hierarchical 
magnificence, conferred sutudry privileges oti 
chorcbes and monasteries, and appointed peni' 
tentiaries with ample powefs to grant absolutjoiv' 
to repent»it anhers. He offered to sanction^ 
marria^ within the degrees of kindred pro>. 
hibited by the canons { but was reminded th^ 
he could indeed pardon, but was not ^o^cd 
to autfaoria: transgressions. 

Except in itstinjUAtfidt^procfetfings against 
J(An Huss ^d Jermn of Prague (in which Si- 
gismundj whohad granted safe conducts to these 
dduded victims; is perhaps more to Uame than 
Uk prelates), it must be acknowledged that the 
coundl of Constance contributed essentially to 
the restbHtion of order in the church. The re- 
•formation in the ecclesiastical discipline, which 
was one of its prhicipal objects, was not indeed 
effected ; but a prospect fim h^ out that an- 
other 
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CHAP. Other council would ere long accomfdUh this 
v^^-y-.^ desirable end. It is memorable that during thb 
immense concourse, which continued three years; 
and a half assembled in a town of no great ex- 
tent, perfect tranquillity, health, and plenty,- 
never ceased to prevail within Its walls i and that- 
although the morals appear to have been abun-' 
dantly relaxed, they did not however contami- 
nate those of the inhabitants of the ndghbouring 
country, the disparity perhaps being too great 
for imitation. Of the' simphcity of the Swiss 
at the present period we have the evidence of 
ail eye-witness ;'' who paints in.hvdy but not 
very delicate colours thdr genuine hilarity, and' 
.tiheir unsuspicious freedom of intercourse be- 
tween the sexes ; features which many have 
con^ider^d as indications of primitive and inno- 
cent manners. 
War of During the sitting of this council,* troubles 
broke out on the frontiers of Italy, which, had 
wdl-nigh involved the Confederacy in a civil 
war ; and was the first instance of the difficulty 
that ever after obstructed the reconciliation of 
the jarring interests, and repugnant claims, of 
the many members and co-burghers that'com- 
{}0sed this collective and complicated state. 

'9 Fr. Paggio Epist. ad Nicolaum ; " Omnibus unanen, 
tristitiiim fugere^ quzrere liilaritatem." 

Guiscard 
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Guiscard de Raron, a baron of one of the most Chap. 
ancient indigenous families, was second to none ■■ 
in the Valais in riches and authority. He was 
the chief magistrate of his province, co-burgher 
of Benie, and either uncle or father to the bi- 
shop of Sion. Although- a man of great recti- 
tude, yet his proud and contemptuous spirit, 
and stilt more his avowed parti^ty- for the- 
house of Savoy, gave umbrage to the people: 
the hardiest erf whom', those of the upper di- 
zains,"* rose in open rebellion j" and sent to 

*" The Valais was, till within this year, divided into 
ten dizains or tithings, seven in the upper, andthree in the 
lower district. The latter were in fact subjects to the 
former. At what time this distribution tookphice does' 
not appear upon record. 

" The mode in which the authors tif the commotion 
effected their purpose is singular, though analogous to. 
yrhat popular leaders ever practise in order to concentrate 
the various grievances complained of into one single 
image, word, or sentence. They produced a club, on 
which a human face was rudelf sculptured, and tied it bv 
a young birehtrec, which they plucked up by, the root. 
rThis they called tie Maee, and set it Up as aa emblem of 
the injured people. The figure was asked who it bad 
chiefly to complain of; and the names of the principal 
families being called over, when that of the person aimed 
at was mentioned, it was made to bow profbuntJly in token 
nf humiliation, and earnest entreaty for relief. All those - 
who took compassion on it drove a hob-n^l into the trunk 
of the tree, thereby denoting their number andSnn resolve^ 
^thout betraying thnr names. Wben the number wai 
thought 
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CHAP, their neighbours of Uri and Underwsdden to 
v.^v-^ propose a league, and demand aBastance. 

The baron, when these Swiss confederates 
had of late entered the vale of Osola, had 
spoken so dightingly of their valour, declaring 
that ^ad it &Ueo to his lot to oppose them not 
one of them would have returned to his native 
mouiit»ns, that resenting the msait, they fis^ 
tened to the proposal of the insm^nts, and 
prepared for effectual aid Raron, in bc^s of 
testoring tranquillity, surrendered his civjl of- 
fice, and even withdrew. out of the valley j but -" 
reports were industriously spread that he was 
gone in quest of foreign aid, and would soon 
return and subdue the country. Ije had in fact 
repured to Berne, to claim the support to which' 
be was enthted as A cd-burgher ; bat he (ound 
the minds of the ruleh too much intetit upon 
their expedition into the Ar^u, to obtaih it, fa- 
vourable hearing. He then ^plied to Amadeus 
(Hi6.> of Savoy, whom Si^smund bad this year n&atd 
to the rank (tf duke, and who immedhtely 

thought sufficient, ibis pageant was carried throughout 
the country, and placed before such houses and castles as 
were doomed to destruction. Whoever reprobated the 
Violences committed by the insurgents was threatened with 
the Mace; and the person who was the principal object 
6f the corispiracj, had no optioa but that of fiying the 
conntff. 

caused 
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cuised his troops to occupy the episcopal ca»- chap. 
ties J whilst RM-on sent all the forces he could v^-v-v* 
cdUect, and with them his consort (a. lady of 
the illustrious lujuse of Razuns in Rhastia)« his 
children, his domestics and best effects, into the 
strong castle of Sion, where the bi^op likewise 
thought it prudent to take refuge. Havo(:k 
and devastatipn prevailed aow throughout the 
devoted country. 

The baron returned to Berne ; 4nd by dint 
of remonstrances and entreaties, dad through) ' 
the mediation of Sigtsmund (who,, as held 0$ 
the empire, coTpmitted to' the canfon the r&- 
establi^ment of order and tranquillity in thb 
Valais), obtained a promise of ifnmediate suc- 
cour. This being made known, soitie of tfag 
people of Frutingen, a valley of the Oberland^ 
proceeded to acts of hostility, and seized some 
ef&cts that were conveying into the Val^« , 
The exasperated insurgents, after investing the 
castle of Sion, climbed in full armour up the 
mountain Gemmi, which the hardiest travellers 
never attempt without trepidation, and reco* 
Tcred the effects. Their allies of the forest can. 
tons meanwhile, reluctant to engage openly in 
a cause whichwas opposed by Berne, agreed 
with the people o£ the diz^n of Gombs to re- 
new their attack upon the vale of Osola. They 
^evailed up(Hi some burghers of Zuric and Lu* 
cera 
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CHAP, cent to j(Hn them, and found little diiCcuIty m 

c^-v-*-" dri«ng the troops of Milan and' Savoy out of 

the valley. A peasant of Underwalden brought 

back the banner of Savoy, and hung it up in 

the church of his village. 

A tumultuous congress of the Confederates 
was now held at Lucern ; in which the reciprocal 
conduct of the contending parties was severely 
arraigned^ and as strenuously vindicated. The 
Bemers declared that no powar should induce 
them to withhold the protection they owed to 
^ co-burgher agdnst unlawful violence. The 
forest cantons asked whether the co-burgher- 
ship of Raron was to be preferred to the per- 
petual confederacy ? The neutral cantons. inter- 
fered, and procured a temporary cessation ; one 
of the preliminary articles of which was the sur- 
render of the castle of Sion. The baroness, her 
children and domestics, and the bishop, with 
part of their effects, descended in mournful 
ulence, and had scarce passed the gates when ' 
they beheld the castle involved in flames. They 
joined Raron at Berne. 

The banner of Berne at length drew out: and 
the senate summoned the Confederates, even 
those in league with the Valais ; alleging that 
the confederacy was prior to this league, and 
claimed the preference. Raron repaired to the 
Oberluid } and his manners being softened by 
adversity, 
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sidvemty, obtuned many adherents -, who join- chap. 
ed him in a sudden espedition down Mount \jrx--j 
Sanetsch to Sion, where they drove the inha* 
bitants from their dinners, and set fire to the 
city. He burnt several other towns, villages, 
and castles ; but hearing that a force was com< 
ing .down from the upper diz^ns, he re-ascended 
the mountain loaded with spoil. Tlie Valaisans 
in their turn came to Upper Hasli, and drove 
away large flocks of sheep. The Bemers having 
collected all their co-burghers and allies from 
Friburg, Soleure^ Bienne, and Neuchattel, and 
having even been joined by three hundred 
Schwitizers, descended, thirteen thousand] in 
number, partly into the dizain of Gombs near 
the Furca, and partly into the lower district of 
Siders. The people of Uri and Uoderwalden, 
being deterred by the resolute conduct of Berne, 
though they paid no regard to the summons, 
yet abstained from all further interference in 
the contest. The insurgents were now awed ; 
and seeing most of their houses on fire, and 
- their cattle in the hands of the invaders, shew* 
ed a disposition to relent. Thomas Bundt how- 
ever, a common peasant, and Jacob Minichow a 
parish priest, two names that must be rescued 
from oblivion, collected six hundred men ; and 
made so effectual a stand at the village of Ul- 
rlchen, near the upper end of the- valley, that 
the 
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CHAP, ibb Befoe^ being periiaps satiated with car- 
mtvv n>ge* &nd i^relieDsiTe of being cut off by the 
^^proach of winter, retoriied over die moun- 
UHis. Tfcey were pursued by five hundred 
VaJaiaaas, by whom their rear guard, had it not 
been supported by the main body, would infal- 
Kbly have, bofli discomfited and slaughtered. 

Theso ajtet^ace successes and defeats, and the 
misery of the wretched inhabitants, which now 
bordered upon absolute desdation, disposed alt 
parties to tuin a willing car to the remon^ 
strances of the neutral cantons, and at a con- 
gECGS at Zng agreed to a general padfication. 
The Buke of Savoy was chosen arbitrator, and - 
M90. Oft the twentyrfifth of January he issued the fot- 
lowtog award : ^ The Baron of Raron shall be 
*. restored to his territorial possessions ; Mid the 

* dizains shall pay him ten thouswd floiiiiis for 

* the losses he has sustained in rents and move- 

* ablsB; andtotheChapterof Bionfour thousand, 

* to Berne ten thousand, and to the arbitrator 

* one thousand florins, for. costs and damnges.' 
The Uf^r Valaisans, urged by those of the 
lower dizains who lay open to the attacks of 
Berne and Savoy, and by their Swiss^allies who 
had become anxious for the maintenance of the 
confederacy, accepted the terms with sullen dis- 
CCHitent. Rar<m recovered his landsandcastles^ 
bnc never his coBsequencCj or the confidence of 

the 
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t;!be pvopk : bcfora<x^ his native soil, and (Hed chap. 
19 a foreign land. Both parties thus sufEered sitv-^m* 
detHinent and disaj^intfnent > the usual coa- 
(K^uences of domestic br^^ where strangers 
Z^e called in to compose the ^ffiroKCs. 

The troubles in the Valais had not long sub- warofBei- 
sided, when the nation met with an overthrow 
of which their history had as yet afforded no eXf 
ample, and which pointed out to them the pr& 
Ciurious tenure and evil tendency of territories 
beyond their natural limits. The possessktn of 
BeUinzona, the portalof the Alps, mast ever be 
considered as an object of the first- cousequmce 
by its neighbouring states : uid particularly by 
the peofde of the higher Alps •» who, unkas 
they are perfectly secure of the free importa- 
tion of coro and other necessaries from the rich 
plains of Lcnnbardy, must at all times lie at the 
aoeecy of the sovereign who commands that 
pass. It had long been held as an imperial 
fief by the family of Rusca, and the Barons of 
Sax ; and of late it had been ceded, by ambigu- 
ous contracts, both to the Duke of Milan" an4 
to the forest cantons, who reciprocally prq)ared 
to maintain their respective claims by the most 
v^orous means. The Swiss (who were in pos- 
Kssion of the town, and secure in the ofier 
they had made to refer all differences conixrn- uai, 
*" Filipo Maria Visconti. 

ing 
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CHAP, ing the validity of the respective titles, to the 
head of the empire) had left in it a small garri- 
son for its defence j which, unsuspicious of any- 
hostile intentions, were remiss in the vigilance 
that became their situation. The duke, who' 
for upwards of two years had been watching a 
favourable opportunity, and had by ample gifts 
gained many of the principal inhabitants, found 
^reat facility in occupying the town and castle 
of Beiliazona ; nor did he meet with much re- 
lustance in penetrating into the Tallies of Osola 
amd Levina, even to the foot of the St. Gothard. 
The men of Uri and Underwalden were no 
sooner apprized of this, than they sent sum- 
mons to the confederate cantons, to assist them 
in avenging this affront upon thdr nation. 
The answer, which they heard with sorrow and 
surprise, was, * that most of the cantons were 
' ready to march with them as far as the Mount 

• Platifer at the entrance of the Leventine vale, , • 

* but that Bellinzona was not even named in 

* the perpetual league ; and that they would 

* not advance until Uri and Underwalden had 
■ taken proper measures for the abundant Sup- 

• ply and cheapness of provisions.' At a con- 
gress held at Lucern, the Urners and Under- 
waldcrs repHed, ' that though Bellinzona was 

• not mentioned in the perpetual league, it \yas 
' yet within the limits which had been virtually 

* described 



The HELVETIC confeberacy. 105 

■ described in that compact ; that without the. chap. 

* security of the pa33 into Lombardy, the league i-^r*^ 

* would be nugatory ; that such nice distinc- 

* tioos ill became the good faith and fraternal 

* concord they had sworn to muntain towards 

* each other ; that in short their arms had been 

* insulted, and the fame of Helvetic valour had 

* been tarnished ; and that those who could 
' tamely submit to such an insult, ill deserved 

* the name of Swiss Confederates.' Tliey spoke 
so forcibly that all the cantons (Berne only ex- 
cepted, which had nfever yet interfered in the 
concerns of the Italian conquests) agreed to 
army and proceeded without delay. In a few 
days, numbers of vessds crossed the lake of the 
forest cantons ; w^tth the auxiliaries from Lu- - 
cern, Zug, and Zuric, and even the small com- 

. munity of Gersau. The archers were sent on 
■before; the man body, consisting of three 
thousand men, followed j and those who came 
after were to form the rear. The force of Mi- 
lan was composed of sis thousand horse and 
eighteen thousand foot ; commanded by Count 
Francesco Bussone di Carmagnuola, and under 
him ' Agnolo delta Pergola, two of the most ex- 
perienced generals of the age. Carmagnuola's 
greatest care was to conceal his numbers ; and 
for that purpose he caused such silence to be 
observed in the garrison, that the Swiss were 
VOL. II. H led 
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. led to believe that tbe town had been evacuated^ 
J Their main body advanced with confident ae- 
cnrity down the valley. The Schwitzera, who 
fot'med the rear, were one day's march behind 
the army. All ttzsc resolute and dannttess : 
but the genuine spirit of the coirfederacy, the 
perfect harmony that combined itll their efforts 
and made them jointly co-operate towards a 
sin^e object, did no longer animate them ; — 
after Uri, in the late war with Austria, had laid 
claim to greater rectitude than Che rest of the 
cantons; and Schwiti:, in Karon's war, had 
inarched with Berne against the people of 
Ohombs, allied to the other forest cantons; the 
mutual confidence between these eongemal Aates 
had sensibly relaxed, and dSscordant views be- 
came manifest in ^ their coundts. The main 
body taxed the Schwitzers with unnecessary 
delay ; and these, so hx from being urged by 
this reproach, tarried a whole night at PoUegio, ' 
pretending that they must w^t for the rein- 
£oTcemtnt from Glkris. The main body, irri- 
tated, and perhaps now emulous to conquer 
without the assistance of thdr tardy brethren, 
proceeded down the Ticino to where, near Bel- 
linzona, it receives from a Rhxtian valley the 
river Muesa, separated before tliis junction by a 
-long ridge of lofty mountains. Carmagnuola 
knew all their motions, a country so rugged 
affording 
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affOTding abundance of (^pcatnnittes for recon> chap. 
roitring. Htf sent a body of horse over the \^->r^ 
ridge of mountains ; which feH unawares upon, 
:md led away the whole convoy of provisions, 
that followed the main body unsuspicious and 
unguarded. Had the Schwitzcrs come up, this 
loss would not have been sustained. The Swiss 
army was hereby reduced to the aftemative 
ather to send out detachments for a supply of 
provisions, and thus weaken its small numbers;* 
or else to venture an immediate battle, perhaps 
on disadvantageous terms, and without an op- 
tion of the mode of attack. The troops of Gla- 
ris, uader JobsC Tscfaudi their landamman, 
jdned the Schwitzers in the evening. He re- 
probated their tardiness ; and his infantry not 
being able to keep up with him, he proceeded 
with thirty horse, and arrived at the main army 
soon after midnight. 

On the morning of the thirtieth of June, the Battle oE 
festival of St. Paul, from which this &tal con- 
flict derived its appellation, four banners of the 
Confederates were displayed at Arbedo, near 
Bellinzona : Lucern in front ; Uri and Under- 
walden in the centre ; and Zug behind, backed 
by a mountain. The loss of the convoy having 
been ascribed to the Avoyer of Lucern, on 
whom the command of the army had been con- ' 
ferred, the troops lost all confidence in him ; 
■ H 2 his 
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CHAP, his own presence of mind also forsook him, and 
-*'*,-»-' subordination became wholly relaxed. The 
numbers of the enemy being as yet unknown, 
six hundred of the Confederates ventured, 
without order or permission, to go in quest of 
provisions up the Muesa, into the valley of 
Misox : the rest remained ; no ways apprehen- 
sive of danger, unprepared, and inattentive to 
thecommand8"of thdrsuperiors. Carmagnuloa, 
who was apprized of this state of the confede- 
rate army, resolved on an attack before they 
could be reinforced by the rear, or headed by a 
more able commander. Pergola fell impetu- 
ously upon them with the cavalry ; but they, 
regardless oftheir chief, and relying onlyon their 
personal valour, resisted the shock with firm- 
ness and success. They levelled their blows 
~ chiefly at the legs of the horses, and thus threw 
the ranks into confusion. Pergola, by order of 
his chief^ now sent away his horses and engaged 
on foot. The Lucerners, overpowered by num- 
bers, still stood the conflict; m^ny of them fell> 
and in the midst of them their banneret, seeing 
himself surrounded by dangers, rolled up his 
flag and stood upon it, firmly resolved not to 
resign it but with his life. He not only pre- 
served it, but his people even succeeded to cap- ' 
ture the thief banner of Milan. Carmagnuola 
now advanced with threefold numbers, and in 
close 
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dose array, upon the main column of the Hel- chap, 
Tetic army. Meanwhile the Zugers, together >■ 
with Tschudi and his thirty Glamers, and some 
men of the Leventine vale who had joined them^ 
made a retrograde movement, in order to giun 
the heights behind them ; but these they found 
already occupied by the Milanese, and dangers 
impending on every side. The Avoyer of Lu- 
cern and some of his men, preferring at this 
awful moment a few years of inglorious life to 
the immortal time of an hercHC death» turned 
their halberds, fixed them in the ground, and 
surrendered prisoners of war. Others were 
called upon to imitate this prudent examfde, 
but they scornfully rejected every offer. J6hn 
Rott, Landamman of Uri, fell with honour, 
and at a happy moment for his peace of mind j 
his son having a few years after been expelled 
from the high office in which he had succeeded 
his fether, for peculation and other treasonable 
practices. The banner of Uri fell with Henry 
Puntincr its bearer; but his people closed round 
his corpse, and preserved it. Peter Colin, Lan- 
damman and Banneret of Zug, fought despe- 
rately at the head of his countrymen, and was 
slain. The eldest of his two sons, who fought 
by his side, drew the banner from under him ; 
and waved it on high, streaming with his 
father's blood. He too met his doom ; nnd 
his 
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CHAP, his fnend, John Landwing, wrenched the ban- 
> ner iirom his dying hands, and once more raised 
it above the comb»tiiBts. This banner, stained 
with the blood of the CoUns> was in our days 
still preserved at Zug; where, except in one 
instance, it has on every occasion been entrust- 
ed to a Colin, ud in that only instance to a 
I^andwing. Three hundred and ninety-six of 
the Confedfi^tes perished in this Uoody con- 
flict» and thrice that numbo: fell on the part of 
the Milanese. Towiards evening, the six hun- 
dred who had gone upon the foraging party 
returned full speed, and threatened the rear of 
the enemy. But the Muesa, which they had to 
cross, had suddenly overflowed its banks ; and 
the only bridge on which they might have 
crossed it had been thrown down. Carmag. 
nuola however, aware of the havock that lyould 
still be necessary to insure the possession of the 
field, withdrew into Beilinzona. The battle be- 
gan at nine in the morning, and lasted till the 
hour of vespers ; when the banners of Schwitz 
and Claris joined the shattered bands. 

The survivors passed the night in sullen grief 
and discontent : among the mangled bodies of 
the Colins, Rotts, and Puntiners ; and their 
many fathers, brethren, and friends, that strew- 
ed the field. The Schwitzers indeed reproached 
their confederates with their untimely impetu- 
osity ; 
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outy; but amply partkipatmg in the soirpv chap. 
that £lled thar breasts, insisted that none should . 
return without first inflicting a^ avenging blow 
on the Italians: but [H-ovi^ons ran short, Q;iany 
were reluctant, Carmag^uda wpuld not come 
forth out of the dty, and they had no imjUe- 
meots for a siege. They hence resplvpd ta 
postpone their vengeance, and to return into 
their mountains. The Schwitzers, loth to join 
in this lamentable march, ravaged the country 
round Bellinzona, and proceeded to the vale of 
Osola. 

Never yet had the Confederates made a retreat 
sodismal Theywerenptpursued,andthe9ncmy 
eyen left them in the possession of the Leventlne 
vale;' but their reception at home was mournful 
;uid humiliating. A dead silence prevailed in 
all the villages throu^ which they bent their 
disconsolate steps. The magistrates of Lucern, 
foreseeing the lamentations of the women and 
children at the arrival of the small remnant of 
their bands, ordered that nQ ope should appear 
|n the greets at that distressful moment. The 
people resorted to the towers and tops of the 
houses, and gazed across the lake. Instead of 
seven vessels, in which their men bad departed, 
<mly two came in sight. The banner, indeed 
speared, but it was tdrn and bloody. The 
men stepped on shore uuwelcomed and un^- 
tended, 
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CHAP, tended, nor were they inclined to boast of the 
^„0'-^r^ capture of the banner of Milan. The.house of 
the avoyer waswith difficultysavcd from instant 
demolition. His conduct was investigited by 
the senate ; and he was declared to be a mah 
destitute of vigour and ability, but not legally 
criminal. They were most culpable who had 
raised him to his station. 

After three years discordant meetings and 
ineffectual negociations, Peterman Rysig, a pri- 
vate individual of Schwitz, assembled all who 
knew and confided in his spirit and conduct ; 
H25. and in the month of October led five hundred 
men over mount St. Gothard, turned off at 
Airola, appeared before Doffio in the ^va!e of 
Osola before the Milanese had any intimation of 
his approach, and took the place without oppo- 
sition. 'The Duke of Milan, deceived by artful 
favourites, had discarded Carmagnuola, and 
feared lest his resentment might prompt this 
veteran to countenance the-invaders. He hence 
raised the whole force of Milan, and sent it 
against this feeble band. His leaders invested 
the town j summoned the garrison : and their 
threats being disregarded, erected a gallows to 
shew the fate that awaited the stubborn moun- 
taineers. This being reported at Schwitz, the 
canton sent its banner, and summoned the Con- 
federates. Even Bcme now Ustened to the 
earnest 
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earnest solicitations of the forest cantons ; and chap. 
sent five thousand men through the Valais, y^tr-i-^^ 
where they were treated as if they had never 
been enemies. These forced two entrenchments 
of the Milanese, and penetrated into the vale of 
Osola ; where they were joined by the forces of 
the otlier cantons, who had meanwhile come 
down the St. Gothard. Fifteen thousand Con- 
federates were now assembled, arid approached 
the camp of the besiegers : but these, dreading 
the impression of so formidable a host, with- 
drew hastily, and left the Swiss masters of the 
whole valley. 

The duke upon this sued for peace. The 
Swiss more skilful in arms than in negociation, 
made an accommodation ; by which, after hav- 
ing held the best part of them during four-and- 
twenty years, they surrendered the valleys of 
Osola, Bellinzona, and even Levina, to the duke. 
A sum was allowed them for the private 
immoveable property tliey left behind, and 
various commercial privileges were conced- 
ed to them by Milan. Zoppo, great cham- 
berlain to the duke, had previously brought 
about a separate treaty with Luccrn, Uri, and 
XJnderwalden j and perhaps found out by what 
arms their rulers were most vulnerable. Cor- 
ruption is a change more frequently brought 
fortfar^sftrfree states than in monarcMes : not 
tliat 
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CHAP, that the latter are more exempt from it ; but 
i..,r.^-»^ because in them, the proceetUngs t>eing secret, 
it is more easily concealed. This treaty was a 
mercantile, and not a political one ; and yet no 
canton perhaps was greatly to blame, for they 
all saw how little dependence they could place 
on each other in wars of so distant apd partial a 
nature, 
siizt^a. While freedom had npw for upwards of ^ 
century been making rapid strides throughout 
the cities, plains, and valleys of Helvetia, the 
Rhzti groaned still under the oppressive sway 
of powerful barons ; and felt the scourge with 
redoubled poignancy, it being inflicted by in* 
human substitutes, ever emulous to excel their 
masters inarroganceandcruelty. HenryCountof 
Werdenberg, desirous to extinguish every spar If 
of the glow of freedom which still prevailed 
amcmg his people, suffered his delegates to prac- 
tise all manner of humiliating insults, and to' 
enforce their stern decrees by every kipd of 
degrading punbbment. He possessed several 
castles in the valley of Schams, on the upper 
branch of the Rhine. The keeper ,of one of 
them compelled the villagers to eat out of the 
same troughs with their swine ; another sent 
his cattle intp the cornfields of the. neighbouring 
farmers, and because on^ of them killed some 
of the intruders, he detained him In a long and 
grievous 
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grierons. coofiiwtnent ; a third commanded chap. 
Adam de Camogascb^ a reputable neighbour, to \^-r-^ 
surrender his daughter to his inordinate desires^ 
and many carried their wanton licentiousness 
so fiT, as to compel the parents and husbands 
to witness their own dishonour. This was 
deemed the more insufferabk, because at this 
period continency was still considered as a pre- 
dominant feature in the moirals of the people. 
They were patient and silent : but they felt 
when the measure of their ignominy and op- 
pression was, full i and then had recourse to 
means which reason justified, and their right 
arm supplied. Camogasch, the enra^d father 
of the object of the keeper's deures, called toge- 
ther some trusty friends ; concealed them, in 
proper places ; and led his daughter, dressed In 
her best array, towards the castle. The keeper, 
seeing them approach, came forth to meet them; 
and instantly paid with his life the forfeit of his 
intended insult. The nobles who authorized 
these excesses were moreover, by their own re- 
ciprocal enmities, the cause of incessant distur- 
■bances and depredations in the country. . The 
bishop and city of Coire, the Counts of Wer- 
denberg and Tockenburg, and the Baron of 
Razuns, were at constant strife. No provision 
was made for . the domestic security of indivi-, 
duals } no restraint put upon the robbers and 
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CHAP, assassins who incessantly infested the highways j 
k.*'^^ ,and the exasperated people, harassed equally by 
their oppressive lords and the no less inhuman 
foes of- these oppressors, were driven to the ex- 
treme of despair and indignation. 

The bishop, dissatisfied because in an award 
between him and his metropolitan city, the ar- 
bitrators of Zuric would not deviate from the 
paths of justice, entered into an alUance with 
Austria, in order to awe his people into sub- 
mission. The datiger of this alliance } the rest- 
less spirit of the prelate ; the rigour and over- 
bearing pride of the nobles, and of their obdu- 
rate delegates ; the total want of rule, order, 
and security ; at length induced a few discreet 
but dauntless peasants in a remote valley, to 
join in support of their natural rights, and seek 
the redress without which their condition had 
now become insufientble. 

The whole valley on the lower branch of the 
head of the Rhine, from the town of Ilanz up 
to its source, consists of a narrow dell, sunk 
deep between stupendous rocks and "precipices, 
intersected by numbers of foaming torrents, 
and abundantly clothed with extensive wood?* 
among which many contracted glades afford 
rich pastures for the cattle, from which the in^ 
habitants derive their chief subsistence. In this 
sublime region, near a spreading grove, stands 
a village 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACT. 

1 village called Truns. In tlus sditary grove, c 
apd at the dead of night, assembled a small v^ 
number of the neighbouring villagers, and con- 
ferred on the means of relieving themselves 
from their present abject condition. Upright 
but fearless, they felt and reprobated the incUg- 
nity of being trampled upon by vile and re- 
morseless sycophants : uninfluenced by selfish 
views, not one of them profited by the success* 
ful issue of thdr hazardous enterprize i tbdr 
names are no where recorded ; no sepulchral 
inscriptions mark the spots where their bones 
have mouldered ; the league of which they have 
been thefounders is the sole monument of their 
social virtue. Genuine benevolence, ai^d an ab-. 
horrence of cruelty, and injustice, were their 
prime motives ;- but besides these they were 
stimulated also by the manly impulse resulting 
. from the various connections of iather, friend, 
and countryman, which Providence has wisely 
implanted in our nature, and without which 
our love of liberty would soon degenerate into 
the ferocious ardour for independence that agi- 
tates the lion and the tiger. '^ The manners of 

•^ In nothing periiaps bavethe late boasted renovaton 
of liberty swerved more from truth and rsason, than in 
having cTer applauded the sacrifice of domestic afiectioni 
to extravagant principles of pattiotism and universal be- 
nerolesce. 

Uiis 
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cxuF. this Alpioe peo|^are pecuUar to tb^ tml indt 
, clitute: burcdbytoil»theyutestiUmoreinv^;(v 
rttedby^ their constant exposure to a clearhealtby 
atmosphere :..stniigers to luxury, their moderate 
wants aire asi^ly supplied by their btbour and 
induatry;. their affecttoDs, from a dcfficuky of 
comnnmtaition even amtu^ adjacent Tilleys, 
ate .dfcoinscribed within narrow Himts, and 
hence they are as firm and permanent as their 
ehdvcHng' iradcs : exhilarated fay the OK^tic 
icenery that surrounds them, they are sedately 
dMerful, b«t fierce aod impIacaUe when' wan. 
toaly insuHed. Such were the ram who met 
at Trans;. It has been handed dews tradition* 
^y» that they were the elders of their respecttre 
viUlges; men advanced in yna^,widt) long grey 
beands^ atid dfcssed in the grey homcym clotfa- 
ing^ their, country. 'iUnawcd by the danger 
shhich diey knew impended, they were not 
however whoBy destitute oCpoweiftii abettors % 
their msethig bang reported to hxve been held 
wkh thcjirevibus knowledge and concnritence 
Ckf Poter-tte-Poiotaningen, Abbot eif IMsends, one 
of the : ponc^ial prt^riotiorsi in this v^dlcy, who 
in the sequel was one of the chief promoters of 
the leagt^. tiia name, however uncouth, is 
sorely entitled to a conspicuous [dace in the an- 
lials of hun^anity. 

The fixed resolve of these intrepid men soon 
.J spread 
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Spread from vzlc to vale, and the comtnttnities ghap. 
on the three upper branches of the Rhine came ^^fy^ 
to a speedy and unaninious determination to 
tompd the lords to fisten to the voice of justice ; 
and for this putpoae they availed themselves <^ 
the favourable mortient wheh tBcir own dissen- 
sions rendered these lords 'feeble and tractaUe. 
Towards the end of the winter, before the shep- i*"*- 
herds are wont to drive their cattle 'into the 
mountains, they sent the chief of their ciders to 
the nobles, with an open avowal of their deter- 
nuned purpose, and offers to consult with them 
on the establishment of a free and equitaWe con- 
stitution. The Abbot of Disentis, who biOiself 
was not always exempt from the pressure of the 
despotic lords, instantly ^acceded. The barons 
of Razuns (four brethren), aware that the tide 
could not be stemmed, and having themselves 
(as well as their father) more than once erperi' 
enccd the advantages of an union with the 
country people of Claris, shewed no feluctance. 
John Count of Sax, one Of the most powerful 
among the nobles, whos^e ddmajns had obce ox- 
tended as far as BelUnzoha,'^ admitted the jus- 
tice of the demand; 'and perceiving' moreover 
that 'some advantages might accrufe from his^ 
securing tiie hearts of the- people against his 

»4 See pp. 31 and 33- of this vblum*. 

rival 
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CHAP, rival compears, willingly assented. The aged 
w-,^ Count Hugh of Werdenberg* of the black ban- 
ner, (brother to the generous Rudolph, who 
had headed the Appenzellers at the Stoss) was 
foremost in his concurrence^ but Count Henry, 
of the white banner, whose father had been de- 
feated at Nxfels, and whose delegates in the val- 
ley of Schams had been chiefly instrumental in 
exdting the indignation of the people, was pe- 
remptory in his refusal. His dependants how- 
ever at Lax, in the valley of Schams, and in 
Rheinwalden, inflexible In their resolve, which 
they knew to be a just one, paid no regard to, 
his dissent. 
TTieCrey About the middle of March, the Abbot of 
IMseotis, three of the barons of Razuns, the 
Counts John of Sax ^d Hugh of Wcrdenbcrg, 
many nobles and vassals, and the deputies of the 
communities in the circumjacent valleys, being 
assembled under a spreading time-tree '^ at the 
aforesaid village of Truns, [danned and ratified 
the following league j which was still in force 
when the late apostles of liberty sent their hosr 
tile bands into these remote valleys. 

* We all agree, without respect to persons, or 
' distinction of ranks, to be true and faithful 
* friends and confederates ; to aid each other 

>> This venerable tree was still in being) and revered, m 
the month of October 1787. 

* with • 
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* With bur lives, our property, our arms, and chap. 

* best advice. Equity shall be our guide in all v^-y^^^ 
' our mutual dealings. We will effectually pro- 

' vide for the security of the roads, and for the 
' tranquillity of our valleys. - No one shall, on 

* any pretence whatever, molest another in his 

* person or liberty, or invade his property, 
' without a decree of the magistrate to whom 

* the person accused is amenable. We promise 

* and swear to maintain every Confederate, 

* whether ecclesiastic or secular, noble or ple- 

* beian, rich or poor, in the secure enjoyment 

* of his rights, possessions, and usages. None 

* of us will interfere in the election of an Abbot 

* of Disentis, the Chapter alone having the right 

* to confer that dignity. In case of unavoidable 

* dissensions it is hereby decreed, in order to 

* prevent the effusion of blood, that arbitrators 
' be named j three by the abbot, three by the 

* Barons of Razuns, three by the Count of Sax, 

* two by the communities in the Rheinwald, 

* and two by those of the district of Flims : 

* these shall first attempt an amicable accommo< 
■ dation ^ and if this should not succeed, the 

* majority shaU pronounce a sentence, and we 

* all bind ourselves to compel whoever may be 

* contumacrous. In matters of great concern, 

* all the Confederates will assemble at Truns, 

* cither in person or by deputies ; and in order 

VOL. II. I * that 
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* that our children and distant posterity may be 
> ' well acquainted with the conditions of this 

* compact, it shall be solemnly renewed and 

* confirmed by oath every ten years ; it shall be 

* as permanent as our vales and mountains. No 

* one shall be admitted into this league without 

* the assent of the whole Confederacy. The 
' abbot and his chapter reserve their previous 
' conventions with their friends of the torest 

* Cantons ; and the Count of Sax and Barons 

* of Razuns, their engagements with the Duke 

* of Milan.' 

Such is the covenant which, from the high 
utuation of the country it has united, has been 
called the upper league ; and also perhaps from 
the ancient appellation of some group of moun- 
tains,** or from the colour of the clothing of 
its first foundei's, the grey league. There are 
traces of older associations among these people;' 
but in the same manner as the battle of Morgar- 
ten has formed the epoch of the Helvetic Cofl- 
federacy though prior engagements are known 
to have existed, so has the day at Truns oblite- 
rated all former compacts, and stamped the xra 
of the Grison republic/^ 

'* Alpes Gn-U, also G:nnp'i Can at. 

*' The whole of Upper Rhietia has since ^Jerived from 
this last appeTlationj tiie name of Criicnet, or the Gicf 
jOnes. • • 

The 
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The trabquillity and security this league in- chap. 
Mired to all who shared in its protection, soon \^-y^>^ 
gave rise to other federal unions of a similar 
nature ; framed upon the same fundamental 
priaciple of mutual defence, though differing 
(like all the subordinate members of the Hel- 
vetic bodyj in some of their particular institu> 
tions. In each of them the nobles preserved all 
their rights and prerogatives, and every com- 
munity its Customs and immunities: tyranny 
alone was checked, and effectually restrained* 
The people of the extensive district since called 
the league of the house 0/ God, confirmed each Leaeueot 
other in their privileges, which no bishop since of God. 
their first compact'^ had ventured to violate : 
and Frederick Count of Tockenburg, the chief 
proprietor in the valley of Pretigau, and on the 
lofty plain , of Davos, being at variance with 
the Duke of Austria and the lords of Razuns 
and Werdenberg, wisely conceived ^at his best 
prop and security would be the affections of his 
people } and readily assented to a similar union 
in this and some adjacent districts, which after- 
wardi obtained the name of the league of the ten League of 
jurisdictions. Not content however with this rjjdictJoi*" 
accession of relative importance, he acquired i4^a. 
additional influence from a twenty years alli- 
ance with Conrad Planta landainman, and the 

" Anno 1396. see p. 35 of this volume. 

I 2 community 
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CHAP, community of Engadine ; which, though a 
wrv-v^ member of another league, strengthened how- 
ever by this bond the general confederation, the 
benefits of which the people now felt and joy- 
fully acknowledged. 
Council of After repeated but incQcctual struggles on 
M31. t^e part of the hierarchy against the infuriated 
Hussites, in which the Swiss, at the requisitiott 
of the empire, bore some part; and after a long 
and. delusive expectation of the reform of eccle- 
siastical discipline,' which the council of Con- 
stance had enjoined, and which the reluctance' 
of the pontiff had eluded at the assemblies of 
Pavia and Sienna; another general council was 
at length convened at Basle : which, under the 
pontificate of Eugene the Fourth, who never 
ceased to counteract its proceedings, but chiefly 
by means of the exertions of the venerable Car- 
dinal Julian Csesarini its president, eGected the 
alterations which were now become indispensa- 
ble. The fathers sat thirteen years in this now 
splendid city; during which, to the great praise ~ 
of its magistrates, the most perfect order and 
tranquillity was preserved, and no want of pro- 
visions or accommodations (objects of no small 
difficulty in those times) was ever experienced. 
The prelates, having decreed the supremacy of 
the council over the Popes, succeeded by mode- 
ration and reasonable concessions to soften, 
though 
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though they could not whol!y extinguish, the chap. 
resentment of the Hussites ; many of whom i-^-v-*-> 
could never reconcile themselves to the perfi- 
dious and cruel treatment of their first teacher. 
But their chief care was to frame salutary regu- 
lations ; which, had the hierarchy been in the 
sequel guided by men of wisdom and probity. 
Would infallibly have restored its lustre and be- 
neficent influence. Although this council did 
not immediately affect the political state of 
Swisserland, yet so numerous, so splendid, and 
so important an assembly within its precincts, 
was not without some influence on the man- 
ners and condition of the higher ranks of the 
people J and hence, no doubt, deserves to be 
recorded as an epoch in its history. 
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CHAP. 11. 

War of Zurie, 

A FTER having been gratified with a display 
' -^A- of the inflexible rectitude, the valour, and 
the favourable incidents, which through abun- 
dance of dangers led the Helvetic tribes to a 
degree of domestic felicity and political conser 
quence, to which a less ^hare of energy would 
never have conducted them ; it must be painful 
to the benevolent mind to dwell upoq a period 
when sinister views and discordant interest^ 
have warped the rulers of this honest and at this 
time happy people, from the line of conduct to 
which it was indebted for its splendid successes 
and salutary establishments ; impelled it to in- 
testine commotions, and all the horrors of a 
dvil war, and endangered the very existence of 
the union to which it owed its prosperity. Such 
was the period immediately after the extinction 
of the male line of the County of Tockenburg ; 
when, numbers of competitors laying claim to 
its rich inheritance, an appeal was made to the 
sword j which for upwards of thirteen years 
spread devastation throughout the country, and 
excited 
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exdted animosities which extended their bane- 
ful influence far into the succeeding century. =' s. 
The fundamental maxim of the Confederacy, 

* to secure friends, and not to compel subjects,* 
had now, as has appeared in some preceding 
chapters, been relinquished in many instances ; 
and ample territorial acquisitions had already 
excited the pride of some, and the jealousy of 
others, among the cantons. Specious pretences 
were not wanting for thus deviating from that 
sober and salutary principle ^ and it must be 
allowed, that without the extensive possessions 
with which Berne had encircled its city, the 
nobles would infallibly have succeeded to crush 
the federal compact to which they, not without 
reason, ascribed their rapid decay. But besides 
this cause of rivalship among the cantons, an- 
other bond of union, f the danger of the joint ef- 

* forts of many powerful adversaries,' had now 
been loosened by the decline and tot^ extinc- 
tion of many of the illustrious iamilies, against 
whom they had so frequently contended, and 
the expulsion of the DulCe of Austria out of the 
best part of his possessions in Helvetia. This 
state of security soop induced them to turn their 
thoughts to objects of .private advantage, or at 

%'' From the year 1436 to the perpetual alliance with 
France in 1516. 

best 
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CHAP, best to conceive that a tender regard for the 

II. . ° 

■-*-Y->-' welfare of their particular city or canton was aU 

the patriotism that could now be demanded of 
them. Each canton thus gradually acquired a 
distinct character.3* Berne became lordly and 
domineering ; but this very spirit, and the pre* 
vailing influence of that city, proved in the se- 
quel the main spring of the consequence of the 
confederacy as a state. Zuric carried on an ex- 
tensive trade, and hence suflbred its commercial 
views to warp all its public as well as private 
deliberations; and we accordingly seldom find 
it in unison with the rest of the Confederates, 
The three forest cantons preserved indeed their 
pastoral simplicity ; but their emulation being 
once excited, even Mount St. Gothard was not 
high enough to restrain Uri and Underwaldea 

'"Their rulers,.and not the people at large, must be hen; 
understood. These, cheerfully cimtented in the terene ea- 
joyment of their dear-bought liberty, confined within a 
narrow circle of communicadon, and chiefly addicted to 
■ their domestic concerns, have never suffered new-fangled 
doctrines, or specious political speculations, to bias or perw 
plex their honest purposes. Should their- modem refor- 
mers succeed to guide them into new paths of morality, 
the late conduct of the Swiss guards at the Louvre will 
probably be the last instance of the sincerity and inviolable 
truth to their engagements, which, together with un- 
daunted courage, have ever been considered as the distinc- 
tive features of the national character of this people. 

.. . ' ^ from 
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from attempting conquests in Italy, in whidt chap. 
they were feebly assisted by their allies. Lastly, k.^-^-*^ 
as the fiibrk: of the confederacy extended, its 
different parts necessarily became more compli- 
cated ; and a perplexing difficulty often arose, 
in what manner to reconcile the welfare of the 
communities, with the r^ard for the security 
of property, which was ever held as inviolabde. 
Important rights or immunities possessed by 
powerful lords, would often dash with the so- 
vereignty in the domain in which they were 
included ; and as many of the territorial acqui- 
sitions were obtained either by purchase or 
mortgage, the contracts, especially in the latter 
cases, often contained exceptions and limitations 
which proved inconsistent witli the supremacy 
of the new possessors. This change of circum- 
stances must not be passed over unnoticed; since 
it points out a transition in the character of the 
confederacy, which may serve as a due to lead 
us through the maze of the subsequent and 
more especially of the next succeeding events. 

Count Frederick of Tockenburg, whom the succe»i!on 
Duke of Austria had, after his inglorious expe-burg., 
dition against Appcnzel, invested with the su- 
premle command in the Thurgau, and who had 
recently promoted the union which led to the 
establishment of a third league in Upper Rh^e- 
tia, was, since the decline of the nobility, by far 
the 
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CHAP, the ittost wealthy and powerful lord in Helvetiaj 
\^f-y-^ his domains (not indeed always contiguous) ex- 
tending from Zuric far beyond the eastern banks 
of the Rhine, and up to the confines of the Ty- 
rol. They were not all held by the same tenure. 
The original seat of his family, and the county 
from which he derived his name, were Beh de- 
pendant on the empire. The upper March, 
Uznach in the Gaster, and the' large possessions 
in the Grisons, had devolved to him as allodials 
from his female ancestors; and he had himself, 
profiting by the necessities of the Duke of Aus- 
tria, obtained by mortgage the seigniory of 
Windeck in the Gaster, the castles of Freuden- 
berg and Nidberg, Wesen, Wallenstad, and the 
county of Sargans, During the sitting of the 
council of Constance, he moreover received 
from the empire, likewise as pledges, the whole 
district eastward of the Rhine from Bregenz to 
Pretigau, all which King Sigismund had wrested 
from Austria. The sequestration of the Aus- 
trian territories in consequence of the ban of 
the empire, extending now also to the districts 
the duke himself had previously transferred to 

' Count Frederick, the right of redemption of 
those districts had likewise devolved to the 
empire; which, in the instance relating to the 
seigniory of Windeck, had been made over to 

' the city of Zuric. The count's temper was 
stern 
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Stern and despotic ; but the policy be practised chap. 
in conciliating the friendship of those among his s^-v-«J 
more powerful neighbours who might have fo- 
mented discontents in his dominions, virtually 
obviated the ill effects of his severity. He con- 
ducted the war against the Appenzellers, which 
had been committed to hioi by the Duke of 
Austrb, with so much lenity and caution, that 
his territories were ever spared when that people ' 
carried devastation among their other adversa- 
ries, and they ever abstained from interfering 
in any disagreement between him and his mur- 
muring vassals : but none of his expedients to- 
wards obviating foreign interference proved 
more effeaual, than his having demanded and 
obtained the freedom or co-burghership of Zu- 
ric and Schwitz for himself during his life, and 
in favour of his heirs for a further term of five 
years after his deuiise. Fifty years sooner, the 
Schwitzers would not have tonsented to an en- 
gagement which countenanced oppression. 

The count, being well apprized that an avow- 
ed presumptive heir to his dominions might 
rise into a rival, and be resorted to as a refuge 
against his austere government, became soli- 
citous to obtain the unconditional privilege of 
bequeathing all the territories he held in fee 
under the empire; in order that he might effec- 
tually conceal the future owner from the va- 
rious 
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CHAP, nous collaterals who were prqiaring their titles 
I to the succession, and the many parasites who 
courted his friendship in hopes of being num. 
bcred among his legatees. His kindred consist- 
ed of Elizbcth of the house of Metsch, his con- 
sort ; Idda Countess of Tbierstein, his sister ; 
a Countess of Montford, daughter of his uncle 
Donatus; Ulric de Metsch, and Hildebrand and 
Peter de R^ron, grandsons of his elder aunt 
Margaret ; and the Barons de Howeo', descend- 
ed from Clementina his younger aunt. In the 
then unsettled state of the laws of inheritance ;, 
and among the multitude of wills, marriage 
contracts, deeds of purchase, and locid rights, 
that related to the diflFerent parts of this pro- 
perty, it was scarce possible to define with any 
accuracy the titles that pertained to each of 
these several claimants ; and they all hoped to 
be ultimately more beholden to the iivour of 
the count, than to any complicated claim they 
might exhibit. His mother, a Countess of 
Werdenberg, had moreover four nieces ; who 
had married into the noble families of McMit- 
ford, Brandis, Sax, and Harberg. These also, 
and their descendants, were not wanting in pay- 
' ing the obsequious homage which they hoped 
might one day be productive of advantageous 
consequences. The court of Frederick was at 
this time an assemblage of alttbat.was distin- 
guished 
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guished. in these and many distant parts, all chap. 
emulous to ingratiate tliemaelves whpre so much ^^<-y-^^ 
benefit might be derived. 

Among this crowd of visitors, was also John, (Burgomu- 
the son of Rudolph Stussi knight, Imrgomaster '" "*" 
of Zuric. This youth, who, unlike his father,. 
was not only deficient in the urbanity that is 
indispensably necessary at a court, but wholly 
destitute of the intrinsic qualities which comr 
mand respect among those who know how to 
appreciate merit, soon became the jest of the 
young nobles ; and, urged by a mean and pue- 
rile arrogance, reported to his father the slights 
he occasionally experienced. The burgomaster 
felt not only the personal disrespect his sod 
complained of, but suffered his resentment to 
apply the insult to lutnseif and to his city. In- 
fluenced by hifi authority, which tlie firmness of 
bis character, the eminence of his talents, and 
even the dignity of his person, rendered almost 
absolute, thq senate sent repeated messages to 
Count Frederick to request that,sijice they could 
not but be solicitous to learn wliom they were 
to look upon as their future co-bUrgher, he 
would declare to them the person on whom he 
meant to settle the inheritance ; and also that, 
as the empire had authorized them to redeem 
the seigniory of Windeck, he would fOTthwith 
ccfle it to them on receiving the due reimburse- 
ment. 
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CHAP. ment. The Count, firmly resolved not to at* 
■ cede to either of these demands, and yet Un- 
willing to furnish a pretence for discord, urged 
that time must be had for deliberation ; and 
proposed a meeting at which the deputies from 
Schwitz and Berne were requested to attend. 

Schwitz was at this time, like Zuric, under 
the predominant influence of one of its principal 
inhabitants ; who must needs have possessed 
superior qualities, since he was, during a long 
series of years, repeatedly confirmed in the 
highest office in this ever suspicious republic. 
Ital Reding of Bibereg was the landamman: 
whose lineal ancestor had, more than any other, 
contributed to the victory of Morgarten ; whose 
father had, by honest thriftiness, greatly increas- 
ed his private property ; and whose brother and 
sons were suffered to hold under him various 
important departments in the state. Reding 
was too expert a politician not to avail himself 
of the unfevourable impresdon the late requi- 
sition of Zuric had made upon the mind of 
Count Frederick, Accordingly at a meeting 
held at Rapperswyl, the deputies of Schwitz 
actually appeared as advocates in favour of the 
count, and Zuric found it expedient to desist 
for the present from its demands. In the sequel 
however Zuric obtained a private intimation 
from the count, that having been thereto au- ' 
thorize^ 
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thorized by the emperor, he meant to nominate chap_ 
the countess his consort the sole heiress to his ^.^-v^ 
feudal dominions ; and that with respect to the 
surrender of Windeck, she would conform her- 
self to the conditions prescribed in the deed of 
mortgage. Whether from fickleness, the in- 
trusion of insurmountable obstacles, or a desire 
to involve the Confederates in discord and ani- 
mosities, he at a meeting of a few friends and 
relations at Sargans insinuated, in contradiction 
to his lormer declaration, but under the seal of 
secrecy, that Wulfard de Brandis, his cousin on 
his mother's side, should succeed to Tockenburg 
and Uznach, and to the co-burghership of 
Zuric, after the expiration of which he should, 
become a, freeman of Schwitz. Such was the 
undetermined state of the important question 
concerning his succession : when he died in- 
testate, on the last day of April; and was buried mt, 
at the abbey of Ruti, with his shield and hel- 
met. 

His dowager, though unsupported hy any Ditpmn 
written document, immediately laid claim tOii 
the whde inheritance ; and in the firm persua- 
sion that none could so efiectually enforce her 
pretensions as the canton of Zuric, she not only 
accepted of its protection, but even prolonged 
the term of her co-burghership for the remain- 
der of her life, and enga^d to induce all her 
subjects 
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CHAP, subjects to enter into a similar assodatioti< 
Others of the relations produced various, either 
antiquated or recent titles : which, after the ob- 
sequies at Ruti, they met at Rapperswyl to dis- 
cuss and adjudicate } but where, each of them 
claiming something more than was his due, 
they dehberated without effect. The Duke of 
Austria, who, after having been released from 
the ban of the empire, and reinstated in the do^ 
minions which had been sequestrated, had by 
this time amply restored his finances, declared 
his intention of redeeming all that he had in his 
days of necessity mortgaged to the Count of 
Tockenburg;^' and the emperor also declared 
Jiis purpase of entering upon all the imperial 
fiefs, which he considered as lapsed by the in- 
testate demise of the last occupier. Meanwhile 
most of the people of these wide domains, 
weary of the oppression they had experienced 
. under their late despot, and impelled by the 
example of many of their neighbours, shewed 
a manifest disposition to alleviate their yoke 
by forming compacts among themselves, and 
with the free states that surrounded them on 
many sides. 

The dowager countess, besides the promised 
nirrenUer of Windeck, now likewise engaged 

i] This included WiudecE, wliich Zuric ivas so eager 
to possess. 
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to make over to Zuric the town of Uzhach, and chap. 
tome other pkcfe in the Gaster. The Inhabit. ^..-^^ 
ants of these towns, doubting the right ahe had 
to ti'ansfir Ihem thus at pleasure, refused to 
take the oath which StussI demanded of them 
with oretbeaTlng insdenceJ* The people of 
Sargans, whilst they (Expressed great joy in re* 
turning under the Austrian government, de; 
manded vatious privileges ; which, though the 
duke did not peremptorily refuse, he was yet 
, resolved not to gtant : and the Tockenburghert 
ntewise avowed their apprehensions, lest in the 
£fferences that subsisted respecting the succes< 
rion, they should fall a pfey to the uaKmited 
iathortty of some arbitrary ruler. AH thestf 
Communities, being well aware, from the selfish 
and domineering temper of the rulers of Zuticj 
that no aid was to be expected from that quar- 
ter, turned thar eyes towards Schwitz and Cla- 
ris fo* (he suppoft which they hoped would 
somewhat alleviate the servitude they had now 
ao IbAg endured. 

The people of Sargans in particular shewed ' 
themselves so stubborn in their demands, that 
the duke, repenting the redemption of the 

3" *Doyoitnot know/ said he to the people of Uinach, 
whett they avowed their tetuctance, * that 70a are oun, 
'you, your town, your lands, your property, and your 
* very vitals f Tliey answered, — ■ ITiat we will ace." 

VOL. a. K mortgage, ' 
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CHAP, mortgage, trinsferred them to Count Hemy of 
s.rfrv-«^ Werdenberg, in consideration of the sum he 
had disbtused in that resumption : but they, 
like those, of Uznach, unwilling to admit the 
right of being bartered away like merchandize, 
refused to acknowledge their new lord i and 
because they knew faim to be the friend and a 
freeman of Schwitz, and that they could hence 
expect no countenance from that canton,, apr 
plied to Zuric, and easily obtained the franchise, 
of that city. This agt:eement was no doubt 
concluded without the knowledge of the new 
iord, and certainly without his consent i since 
he had at that very time permitted them to 
enter into a similar covenant withSchwitz. The 
rulers of this canton and of Claris" represented 
this clandestine proceeding on the part of Zuric 
as a, breach of the confederacy : and in order to 
counteract its e&cts,' sent thdr chief magistrate 
into the Caster and Tockenburg, ta offer their, 
franchises to the people of those districts; 
?tating that the late count had authorized them, 
to enter into such an engagement, and that the 
succession not being yet determined,. no new. 
sovereign could impede the measure. The^ 
people, pre-disposed as they were to look to that 

3J The situation of Sargans and the Gasteri at the iqleto, 

of these cantons, rendered it necessary for them to be very , 

vigilant in all that concerned the state of those districts. , 

quarter 
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qUMter for support, gladly acceded to the pro* cmap. 
posal; and thus was Zuric cut off,- not only >.o-y-«^ 
from its new allies, but also from its commu- 
nication with Italy through the Rhaetian passes. 
'Hence arose the animosities between Zuric and 
the cantons of Schwitzand Glaris, which proved 
"^so ftit^ to every part of the confederacy. 

It would be tedious as well as uninstructive 
to relate the Various steps the neutral cantons 
took to check the ■ progress of this unhappy 
discord ; the many deputations that were sent 
to each rival state, and the several meetings that 
were held with a view to conciliate the minds 
of the contending parties. The most general, 1417,' 
solemn, and important congress, was opened at 
Lucern towards the end of February, and was 
attended by the chiefs of each canton most emi- 
nent both for official consequence and superio- 
rity of talents. These however, at their very 
first interview, betrayed so much asperity and 
rancour, that little hopes could be entertained 
of a ' successful issue. - Stussi upbraided the 
Schwitzers with their conduct in the afi^r of 
Zug, which had been publicly condemned by 
all the cantons, and with their irtglorious retreat 
from Bellinzona ; adding tauntingly, that Lu- 
cern was much indebted to them for having 
• reduced its expence of'freight, only two of the 
seven vessels the city had sent to their assistance 
K 2 having 
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CHAP, having returned from the disastrous expedition. 

.v'v^ Reding, in his turn, reproached Zutic with its 
defection to Austria, whilst the t^lood which 
the Confederates had shed at Sempach and 
Nsefels was still reeking. The men of Claris 
were told by the arrogant burgomaster, that he 
considered them no longer as alliest since, con- 
trary to the express condition under w;hlch they 
had been recdved into the confederacy, they 
had formed new leases without the concur- 
rence of the other cantons. Jobst Tschudi, the 
landamman of Claris, replied, that io a subse- 
quent coinpact they had, with respect to alli- 
ances, been put upon the same footing with the 
other cantons ; and Conrad Rdtler, the ban- 
neret of Claris, having been repeatedly, both 
publicly and privately, insulted by Stuasi, broke 
out in personal invectives, and reminded him 
that the cottage was still standing in the canton 
c^ Claris in which his father had b«n bom, 
whilst his grandfather was tending cattle in the 
inounCains.3'» These altercations, mwe calcu- 
lated to exasperate than condliate, produced an 
order from the congress that the negotiati^ons 
should henceforth be carried on only in writing. 
' . Aftjir 9 profusion of memorials, answers, and 

^■i The family of StussI had ip fact but lately come to 
Zuric from Claris, wliere the father of the bHrgomaster 
hod been a coinmoD peasant. 

- : rejoinders. 
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rejmnders, had b«n presented and maturely chap, 
considered, nineteen deputies of the neutral can- '-''~«'"*-'^ 
tons, who, according to the established law of 
arbitration, had been chosen umpires, decreed* 
among other articles of less moment, that if the 
Schwitzers could within six weeks produce un- 
questionable evidence that the late Count of 
Tockenburg had actually authorized his people 
to accept the freedom of Schwitz after his de- 
mise, the recent compact between those parties 
should be valid j and that since the dowager 
countess had, probably not without the concur- 
rence of Zuric, accepted from the Duke of 
Austria the reimbursement of the mortgage of 
'N^^deck, he had an undoubted right to autho- 
rize this compact respecting that distcicf and 
the Gaster, unless Zuric could prove that the 
right of redemption belonged to them and nof 
to the duke. The deputies having issued their 
decree, mounted their horses on the ninth of 
March ; but before they left Lucern they per- 
ceived the indignation of Stussi and his col- 
leagues, who looked upon this award as a com- 
plete overthrow, even their co-burghership with 
Sargans being virtually invalidated by the adop. 
tion of the maxim, that the consent of the 
soverdgn was necessary for such an union. 

Thdr wrath did not abate when they were 

soon after apprized that the dowager countess, 

weary 
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CHAP, weary of the incessant turmoils to which she saw 
< do probable terminatioti, and in which she was 
not effectually protected by her co-burghers of 
Zuric, had, with the reservation of a certain 
revenue, made over all her claims to the do- 
minions of Tockenburg, to the cousins of the 
late count; whoj immediately thereupon not 
only accepted the freedom of Schwitz and Cla- 
ris, but soon after even mortgaged to these 
cantons the, to them most important, seigniory 
of Uznach; and that the Duke of Austria 
.moreover, unable to curb, the spirit of his sub- 
jects in these parts, had made over to the same 
fantons, likewise by mortgage, the whole Gas- 
ler, together with the seigniories of Windeckand 
Wesen,and the advocacy of the abbey of Schen-r 
ms i all which, having never been redeemed, 
bave to our days condnued in their dependence, 
Zuric now availed itself -of a public calamity in 
order to gratify its resentment ; and after a 
severe frost and a hail-storm, which had frus* 
trated the hopes both of the vintage and har^ 
vest, shut its markets to the people above the 
lake, who depended chiefly upon them for 
bread and wine. Thus were the minds of all 
parties progressively inflamed, and impvtial 
men saw and lamented the certain prospect of 
9 relentless and destructive war. 

Such was the alarmingj state of afiairs in thi^ 
country 
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country when the Emperor Slgismuiid died ; chap. 
and was succeeded on the imperial throne by c»-v-ib/ 
Albert of Austria, king of Hungary and Bohe- *** 
mia, cousin of the Duke Frederic of Austria 
who held his court at Inspruck, and whose 
name has often occurred in this narrative. This 
duke had appointed keepers to bis castles of 
Freudenberg and Nidberg, in Sargans, who, no 
less infatuated than most of their predecessors, 
had by cruelties and oppression rendered them- 
selves odious to the people. This people cbdm- 
ed the protection Zuric owed them as co-burgh- 
ers, and Stussi without delay proceeded with 
the banner up the lake, and into the Gaster. 
He met with some opposition from the inhatnt- 
ants of this district, who were unwilling to ad- 
mit men who refused to give them bread ; but 
yet he penetrated,, and, though with much dif- -. 
ficulty, succeeded to take and demolish the two 
castles. He returned with a number of pri- 
soners, some c^ whom were natives of the Gas- 
ter and the Marches, whom their countrymen 
saw with indignation led along in disgraceful 
bonds ; and who, had Zuric cherished a cond- 
liating spirit, would have been immedlatdy re- 
leased. Malicious and inflammatory reports 
having moreover been spread, during this ex- 
pedition, of the insidious designs of both par- 
ties, each thought it expedieat to secure it^ 

by 
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CHAp. by arms. Zuric advanced a body of men to 
' Pfeffikon on the confines of Schwitz i and this 
canton raised its banner on Mount £tzel> be- 
tween that post ^nd Einsidlen ; and together 
^tb Ghris sent forces to secure Uznach and the 
Gaster. The consequence of the expedition of 
Zuric against the castles in Sargans was more* 
over ap open rypture with Austria ; and the 
tenor of its whole conduct at length whtdly 
alienated the minds of the Confederates from 
its cause. 

The Burgomaster, who h^d now led the ban* 
ner of Zuric to Pfeffikon, sent ^ messenger to 
the Schwitzers on Mount Etzel, with an ofier 
. of an appeal to -the king of the Roniaos ; atid 
declaring that, if the bearer did not instantly 
luring back an unconditional acceptance of this 
proposal, his bnrgherswere r^olved to right 
themselves by force of arms. The Schwitzers, 
with all due df^erence for the head of the em< 
pire, of which they were all equally inembers, 
answered that, as their confederacy had estab* 
Jished a law of arbitration, they saw no reason 
for departing from it in the present instance } 
that however, provided this law be adhered to* 
they were willing to accede to any modification, 
as to place or persons, th^t Zuric couM reason- 
ably demand; but that if this ofier was rejected^ 
they would tike, proper steps effectually to pro. 
vide 
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vide for their own safety. In the night after cha^. 
thb fruitless negotiation^^ StU6» sent Ulric de ^^'v-w 
Lommb with one thousand men to the foot of 
Mount Etzel to observe the Schwitzers, whilst 
he hinudf with his main force proceeded to> 
wards the March; proposing no doubt to inter- 
cept the commuoication between the Schwit- 
zers and their new allies, and perhaps to £^ 
upon the rear of Redii^, while Lomnois should 
ass^ him in front. These movements, and the 
purport of them, did not escape the vigilance 
and penetration of the landamman: he cautioD- 
ed the people of the March, moved his camp to 
the highest part of the mountain, and ordered 
his men to observe the strictest silence. Before 
daybreak, came to him deputies from Uri and 
Underwaldcn, conjuring him to postpone hosti- 
lities, in order, to afford them time for another 
attempt towards an accommodation. I'bey 
had not ceased speaking, when a hasty messen- 
ger camepantingup the mountain; andholdii^ 
up a lettei" from Lucern, in which the senate, 
deprecating the day when the first drop of blood 
should be ^d by the hand of a Confederate, 
called upon their friends of Schwitz by all the 
sacred ties of piety, compassion, and patriotism, 
to confide in them, and the zealous endeavours 
th^ were exerting to restore tranquilUty. Red- 
"MayS. 

ing 
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qitxr. ing was consenting to a short truce, when on a 
> sudden the discharge of fire-arms was heard at 
a distance, and the noise of combatants seemed 
to be drawing near. Lommis, observing a per- 
fect stillness on the mountain, and im^ining 
that the Schwitzers had withdrawn to some 
other' part, sent a detachment of fifty men, 
..which was followed by fifty more, to explore 
the wood, and the acclivity above it. These " 
advanced incautiously, and soon fell in with the 
out-posts ; which they, regardless of the orders 
they had received, rashly attacked, and thus 
occa»oned the tumult which had been heard 
aboye. The assailants were easily repelled > 
eleven of them, the first victims of thisd^l dis- 
ord, were killed ; a flag, and many arms and 
accoutrements, were taken ; and the Schwitzers 
Advanced to in^ct vengeance for this unexpect- 
ed insult. The deputies of Uri and Underwat 
den, however, prevailed upon Reding to recall 
his forces, and they accordingly resumed their 
station on the mountain. Stussi hearing-of this 
encounter, and finding the boundaries of the 
March too well defended to admit of a surprise, 
returned to Ffeffikon. 

.The anxious solicitude that now spread 

throughout the land, gave rise to numberless 

deputations, remonstrances,i entreaties, and 

even menaces. Twenty n^ediators from Uri 

*a4 
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and Underwalden j thirty from Beme, Lucern, chap. 
Zug, and Sol^re ; many from Aj^nzd, and v 
from the principal imperial towns between Con- 
stance and Strasburg ; came to the hostile camps, 
and laboured incessantly to sofren the rancour 
. of the exasperated rivals. Despairing of a per- 
fect reconciliation, they rqoiced when they could 
obt^ a respite of a few days, or even hours; 
,and they exulted when they at length brought 
about an armistice for the term of one year, 
^uric consenting to siiSer the exportation of 
some corn to the Schwitzers and thar allies, 
and of a limited quantity of wine to the abbey 
of Einsidlen. 

The troops withdrew ; but their inveterate 
enmity still rankled in their breasts. Zuric lud 
a formal complaint before King Albert, as the 
last resort in all dissensions between meniben 
c^ the empire, and obtained a rescript which 
summoned the parties before liis aulic tribunal } 
but before answers could be ^^ven to this man- 
date he died in Hungary.^^ The aged Duke 
Frederic bad cUed not long before J? at Inspnick; 
and his son Si^smund being a minor, his ne- 
phew Frederic, son to Duke Ernest, took pos- 
session of his dominions, and of the ample tre»:' 

>• Ortobet 27. 
» June 2k 
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CHAP, sures he had amassed during the latter part of 
. his long and eventful life. 

King Albert had, during his short reign, been 
.induced to grant the whole inheritance of Tock- 
enburg, without distinctifm of &efs, allodUls, or 
freeholds, to the several Idnsmen of the late 
CcHint Frederic, leaving the distribution and al- 
lotment of them to their own determination.^^ 
These co-heirs, hartg well acquainted with the 
temper of the people they had now to govern, 
vilUngly confirmed them in all the privileges 
to which they speared to have just claims, and 
even extended tfaeir compliance beyond the exact 
limits of pre-existing right s. The people were 
benccfoTth allowed to share in the election of 
their magistrates: they were not to be controlled 
in the free disposal of their lands and chattels $ nor 
to be restrained when inclined to marry, or leave 
the country : no one who could give sufficient 
surety was to be detained in prison -J^ alt sen- 
tences were to be conformable to the established 
laws, and never arbitrary. These laws like- 

s* Hildebrand and Peter de Raron, and George" de Ra- 
zuns, received the county of Tockenborg j the Counts of 
Tetnang and Sax had the best part of Pretigau ; and Wol' 
lard de. Brandis obtained Malant and Maycnfeld. 

'9 This Habtat Corput Act is above two hundred years 
older than that upon which Eaglishmen so justly pride 
themselves. It was peculiar to the people of f hurthal in 
Tockenburg. 
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wise limited the extent and mode of taxation ; chap. 
and [H-ovided that the descent of property be iii -.^-^-^ 
all cases free, and subject to no retribution to 
the sovcrdgn. If we contemplate. the willing- 
ness of the lords in granting what their predeces* 
SOTS would have refused with scorn, and the 
moderation of the pec^ in asldng when they 
saw sttch a readiness to comply \ and if at the 
same time we consider the insurmountable ob- 
stacles that prevenud an amicable accommoda- ' 
tion between Scfavitz and Zuric^ we shall be 
led to conclude, that in fact all human a£urs 
are either easy or diificult, according to the 
temper and inclination of the parties by v^om 
they are transacted. ' 

Whitet obstinate pertinacity, under the mask 
of firomess, was preparing a calamitouG 'snd re- 
proachful war, at a time also when famine was 
still threatening the devoted country^ a pesti* 
' leiice broke out at Ba^e, which spreftd its ra- - 
vages all over the towns, valleys, and plains <A 
Helvetia, and thinned the nation, already ha- 
rassed by a variety «rf other apprehenaons and 
real disasters. Hundreds died at Basle in a day, 
cme quarter of the inhabitants (tfZuric perished, 
four thousand were buried at Constance; and 
scarce an individual remained who did not la- 
ment the loss of a frund or near reUtieoi. 
Among Ukss thous^mds of innocent victims, 
the 
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CHAP, the guilty authors of the impending desolation 
I were not cut off; they survived, saw the pre- 
sent miseries without commiseration, and me- 
ditated future disasters without compunction. 

Early in this year the deputies of the neutral 
cantons assembled once more at Schwitz, and 
used every argument they cofuld devise to dis- 
pose the minds of this artless people to a perfect 
reconciliation; and after much persuasion, a 
proposal was brought forward, to which Zuric 
it was said had already assdited, of abstaining 
firom all hostilities until another legal dedsion 
could be obtained. The Schwitzers, who had, 
never betrayed the least indinatiod to resist a 
constitutional award, were offended at these 
urgent admonitions of their confederates ; and 
yet, waving every motive but that of accom- 
modadon, they freely ' accepted the proposal. 
The deputies conveyed the joyful tidings to 
their countrymen that war was happily obviat- 
ed ; and the shepherds of Schwitz resorted to 
their Alps without mistrust or apprehension. 

On their return in autumn, finding a scarcity 
of provisions in thdr towns and hamlets, they 
repaired to the market of Rapperswyl for a 
fresh supfdy ; but here, to thdr great surprise, 
they found that Zudc had indeed amply stocked 
that market, but had g^ven strict orders not to 
admit any purchasers either from Schwitz or 
Claris : 
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Ghris : they learned also that several of thdr chap. 
countrymen, and even the Abbeys of Einsidlen y-^^r^ 
apd Schennis, had been debarred from the pro- 
duce of thelands they held on the lake of Zuric; 
and, as if this had not been enough to exasper- 
-ate their minds, a troop of disconsolate women 
came, who had been in the territories of Zuric 
to assist in the harvest, and who o&ring with 
their earnings to purchase provisions for thdr 
children, had been cruelly denied, the burgo- 
master having scornfully rejected their earnest 
but humble supplications. The shepherds now 
swore to be revenged. Ten of them met as 
many deputies 6'om Claris at I^achen in the 
March, to concert a plan for their future opera- 
tions: they resolved, still willing tp afford time 
to Zuric for repentance, to commence hostili- 
ties in the remote county of Sargans : they sum- 
moned their new allies, and among them Count 
Henry of Werdenberg, the lawful sovereign of • 
that county, to met at Wesen, where they vfould 
he joined by eight hundred of their own coun- 
trymen. In order to secure their own country, 
the diiefs caused their banners to be erected on 
the moiflitains Etzel and Eggen, in the Marches ; 
and also called upon the whole confederacy to 
assist in repelling these unmerited insults. Zuric» 
on the other hand, likewise issued summons to 
the cantons, Intimating how greatly it would 
grieve 



I JS THB HiStOftV OF 

CRAP, grieve them to be compelled to call in fordgti 

^^^ aid. 

Ital Reding and Jobst Tschudi arrived at 
"Wescn with their eight hundred men, on the 
twenty-fourth of October in the evening, and 
declared to the peo|^e of Sargans that their pur- 
pose was to compel them to the obedience they 
had long owed to the count their lord. Next 
ttioming they proceeded up the lake, and met 
Peter Weibel, the chief of .the faction of Zurk } 
who with three hundred men had occupied a 
strong post above Wallenstad, where with ordi* 
' nary skill and bravery be might have resisted 
thousands. On the approach of an enemy how* 
ever his courage failed him : he fled dismayed j 
and his men, following his example, took reliige 
in the town, where they spread a panic which 
$o<Hi brougbt on a surrender. The whole coun* 
try upon this sent oEfers oi subniisaion ; and ih 
three days, without the' least bloodshed, the 
count was reinstated in all his rights, preroga- 
tives, and property, in this territory. Even 
Peter Weibel returned, craved for mercy, and 
obtained it on condition of his indemnifying 
some Individuals whom he had injured during 
bis shortlived usbrpation. Reding and Tschudi 
upon this returned; and on the first of Novem- 
ber joined the banners which had been raised at 
Lachcn, and were surrounded by near three 
thousand 
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thoua&nd ^irhed, vigorous, and well-appointed cakp. 
youths, equal to any enterpr'ize. . *>-v-0 

On the succeeding day the following decla- 
ration was sent to Zuric : ' Know ye, burgo^ 

* master, senate, council, and burghers of Zu- 

* ric, that we, the landammen, councils, and 

* communities of Schwitz and Claris, on ac- 

* count of the violence, injustice, and grievous 

* insults, which you and yours have inflicted 

* upon us and ours, contrary to our laws and 

* compacts, and the dictates of honour, have 

* resolved to be your enemies, and to avenge 

* our wrongs.* The chiefs of Sanen, Gersait 
and Wggis, added their declarations of hosti- 
lities ; and the messenger to whom they were 
intrusted conveyed them in a bag, instead of 
tying them to his staff.+° On his way he learnt 
that the burgomaster had proceeded with the 
city-banner, and forty vessels full of men, up 
the lake, and had already landed at Ffeffikon ; 
he also saw small parties from all the villages, 
which appeared in full march to join him. He 
repaired to the camp, and delivered the instru- 
ments ; but was received in an outrageous man- 
ner, and even with blows, for having omitted to 
bring them on his staff. Late in the succeeding 

*• The messenger of Znric in the preceding year had sec 
the example of deviating from theusualfanq of conveying 
these declarations tied t j a staff. 

VOL. n. L night 
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CHAP, night arrived one thousand men, with the ban- 
> ners of Uri and Underwaldeo, at the foot of 
Mount £tzd, doubtful as yet which side they 
should espouse. They again admonished the 
Schwitzers to proceed with moderation, and 
intimated that a rash measure might induce 
them to accede to the adverse party. Reding 
answered, * We are weary of repeated and un- 

* successful appeals to the law of arbitration. 

* Our long negotiations, and patient forbear- 

* ance, have not supplied us and our children 
' with bread. Our cause is just ; we will en- 

* tertain no doubt of the assistance of our con- 

* federates, and are resolved to proceed.* The 
men of Uri and Underwalden deliberated upon 
this answer ; and numbers of them, among 
whom were many dependants on the great 
monastery at Zuric, inclined in favour of that 
city. The result was still dubious, when Wer- 
ner de Frauen, the banneret of Uri, a calm M- 
lent man, stepped forward, and * Heaven forbid,* 
he said, ' that the banneret of Uri should raise 

* hb standard against men who have ever been 
' ready to conform to the laws of our confede- 
' racy, and in favour of men who have always 

* refused to comply with it unconditionally !*— 
The assembly hereupon exclaimed unanimously, 

* The banneret is right :' they joined the camp, 
and sent their declaration of hostilities to PfelE- 

kon. 
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kon. Stussi was greatly disconcerted at this chap. 
notification ; not only because he never expect- «.-'-.->-' 
ed that these cantons wpuld take an active part 
in the war, but because he dreaded the impres- 
sion this declaration would make upon the rest 
of the Confederates. 

These allied forces advanced now in two 
dosecoIumnSf passed the frontiers, and pillaged 
and burnt several houses. Their scouts on the 
next morning reported in the camp, that all the 
Zurichers had disappeared. Suspecting a stra- 
tagem, the chiefs sent parties to explore the . 
country ; and actually learnt that fifty-two ves- 
sels had been seen moving across the lake. They 
then proceeded, but with the utmost caution, 
and took possession of Pfeffikon. Here they were 
told that in the middle of the preceding night a 
violent commotion hadarisenin thecampofthe 
Zurichers ; and that, without order or subordi- 
nation, the men had all stepped into their boatSj 
and put off towards the opposite shore. The 
inhabitants of the town came to the chiek of 
the allies, implored for mercy, and. craved that 
their houses might be spared. The castle open- 
ed its gates. This seigniory, though it had on 
this occasion sided with Zuric, was originally a 
dependance of the abbey of Einsidlen. During 
the panic of the preceding night the people had 
sent for the abbot.'who happened at this time 
L 3 to 
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CHAP, to be at Rapperswyl, and intreafed that he 
^,^-v^ would intercede in their behalf. The reverend 
prelate rode up to the camp, followed by the 
suppliants; and obtained that on their renewing 
their allegiance to the abbey,and to the canton of 
Schwitz its advocate, not only their houses and 
goods should be spared, but no ccmtributions, 
not even of provisions, should be levied upon 
them. Two hundred of the allies hereupon 
took possession of Hurdcn, on the peninsula 
• which, opposite to Rapperswyl, divides the 
upper from the lower lake ; and the main body 
proceeded to Richterswyl and Wadiswyl, as far 
as Kilchberg, within three miles of the city. The 
Zurichers in their retreat had landed at Urikon; 
but after a short stay and a tumultuous debate, 
had returned to their boats; and instead of com- 
ing across the lake and meeting the invaders, 
had steered their course to Zuric. The Confe- 
derates saw them from the shores with amaze- 
ment, and declared, that surely * God had struck 
* them with cowardice.* The day after thdr 
arrival at Zuric, the council received likewise 
the declarations of hostilities of Lucern and 
Berne. The former had already sent twelve 
hundred men to the army of the aUies, and the - 
latter advanced two thousand men to Aldiswil 
on the Sil ;. while the nobles of Argau, having 
collected a body of horse, entered the town o£ 
Mellingen. 
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Mellingen on the Reuss, and menaced the city. chap. 
The Zugers now also sent in their declaration j v'-v-O 
and with a reinforcement from the main army," 
advanced into the free bailiwicks of Mashwiah- 
den, between Mount Albis and the Reuss. 

The whole country now felt the horrors of a 
war in which the soldiers, having expended tKe" 
small stock of provisions theyhad brought with 
them from home, were to subsist upon the store 
of the wretched inhabitants. The'once popii- . 
lous and fertile shores of the lake were now de- 
serted ; the people inl the villages, on the least 
uproar, instantly crying out, * Fly, they are' 
* coming.* The fugitives who flocked into the 
city, palliated their desertion by exaggerated 
accounts of the gigantic stature, fierceness, and" 
barbarity, of the savages who poured down 
from the mountains ; and of the atrocity -of 
Reding, their leader and demi-god. 

Whilst the burghers saw the smoVe of the 
villages on the western side of the lake, they 
heard an alarm from the eastward, and, learnt 
' that a foe was approaching from Thurgau.' 
Berenger de Landenberg had joined the Raroris 
of Tockenburg; and after taldng the town of 
Elgg on the confines, and Andelfingen on the 
Thur, had advanced as far as Kloten, not many 
miles from Zuric. The council also received^ 
notice that Count Henry of Werdenberg, with 

the " 
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CHAP, the men of Sargans, Uznach, and the Gaster, 
,* was marching down the right banks of the 
lake; that he had proceeded as far as Gruningen, 
and laid waste a large district pf that luxuriant 
country. The terrified inhabitants had sent to 
the city for protection j but received for answer 
from the town-clerk, * that it was evident theif 

* courage and fidelity had wholly deserted them; 

* and that whatever the enemy might leave 

* them, Zuric would be sure to pillage.' This 
was not a mere threat j for wherever the in- 
vaders evacuated a place, the burghers never 
failed to seize on all the cattle that had been 
left behind, and drive it into the city. 

Zuric was in this state of humiliation border- 
ing on desp^r, when a small number of impe- 
rial cities.*' revived its drooping hopes by a 
tender of mediation. TheysentHugh deMont- 
ford grand-master of the order of St. John, an4 
the Baron John de Hewen brother to the Bishop 
of Constance, to the camp of the allies ; where 
they represented in strong terms the compuncr 
tion of the burghers, and proposed a meeting 
for mutual communication. The allies, per- 
ceiving that through the waste that always at- 
tends plunder, provisions began now to fail j 

*■■ Basle, Constance, Ulm, Ravensberg, Uherlingen, 
LiadaD, and St, Gallen. 

that 
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that no further progress could be made for want chap. 
of implements for a siege ; and that in fact the ^^>-v-o 
object of the war might be considered as fully 
obtained, shewed no reluctance. The Zuridiers 
at the first Interview declared their readiness to 
accede to the law of arbitration, and to submit 
to the award of any of the Confederates ; or 
;. shaUld it be deemed improper that those who 
had been parties in the war should be appealed 
to as arbitrators, proposed James the Seneschal 
of Waldburg, Prefect of Suabia, as sole umpire. 
The leaders of Schwitz and Claris demanded at 
first to tetain all the territories _they had taken 
in the expedition, as an indemnification for the" 
losses they had sustained ; but the Confederates 
insisted, that since Zuric had completely yielded," . 
the terms of the accommodation should be lefic 
to the arbitrators. The two cantons offered to 
accept the Seneschal as umpire ; but the Confe- 
derates again objected, alleging the danger of 
suffering strangers to interfere in the domestic 
concerns of thdr country. 

The difference was hence referred to fifteen a padfica. 
Confederates, from Berne, Lucern, Uri.Under- 
Valden, and Zug ; who met in a field near 
Zuric, and agreed on the following terms : 

* That Schwitz and Claris should retain wh^t-. 

* ever Zuric had once possessed in the county 

* of Sargans ; that the seigniories and jurisdic- 
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CHAP. * tionp of PfefEkoD, Hurden, UfFnau, and aU '^ 
t,^~y^ * from the lake to the confines of Schwitz, be 

* ceded to this canton: that all, other conquests 

* ipade by the allies be returned to Zuric; Gru- 

* ningen.and the free.bailiwick of Mashwanden 

* only, excepted, which should be ceded tO; 

* Berne,:*' that a^ claims for costs or damages. 

* tie adjusted at a meeting to be held for thie. 
'.purpQSf a( £ji\Sidlen> and that mea^iwhile all' 
*,that. could be. fpund of plunder taken ffomj 

* individuals be restored : and lastly, that free- 
•.access be granted toSchwitz,Glaris, and their 
*.rew..^e/, to the markets of Zuric* Thus 
<^(^ed,t}^ first intestine war^mong the Confe* 
der9>te»,i hzppiiYt indeed, had it been the last. 
I^it:nol:V'^4th6tandIpgthemo4eration andegtiUy; 
of the ayr^d, it yet unfortunately, cosUuKd 
the seeds of a fre^h, war, iar more calamitous 
and destructive than the late one, and which 
ended.nearly with the current year." 

Zuric had no sooner recovered from it9 con- 
sternation, than it felt the disgrace apd detri- 
iQi^nt it had sustained } nor could -it reconcile ■ 
itself to the loss, no.t^ only of a part of its terri-, 
tories, but also of all the hopes it had fondly en- 

** Berne immediately restored them to Zuric ; this being 
an eipedient to obviate the effect of an oath which Schwitz 
bad taken never to uirrender those districts to Zuric, 
. :*>.Tbe award w»4 dated December 3d, 1440. 

tertained 
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tertaincd of an ample share in the succession of chap. 
Tockenburg. In monarchies the glory of a na- v 
tion centres in the sovereign, arid victories as 
well as losses are ascribed to him and his admi- 
nistration ; whereas in commonwealths, wherd 
every man assumes a share in the conduct of 
public affiiirs, each trophy, and every defeat, " 
mal^ a de^ personal impression, and a Staia 
bequeathed from generation to generadon mtut 
be revenged before it can be obliterated. In a 
body moreover of confederate republics, no- 
thing can be more pernicious than the con- 
quests of one member upon another y^ the jca. 
lousies, rancour, and mistrust they occasion 
being perpetual sources of dissensions which 
must in the end prove detrimental to the union. 
The burghers of Zuric, impressed with sensa- 
tions like these, were ready, it may be imagin. 
ed, to embrace every opportunity which af- 
forded a prospect of retaliation j but the first 
expedient they had recourse to no one could 
have predicted, and none surely would ever 
have imputed it to a member of the Helvetic 
Confederacy. 
Frederick,-^^ a grandson of the Ardiduke Leo< 

^ ' II est cbntre la nature de la chose, qne'dans one con- 
stitution federative, un etatconffderc conqaiere surl'autre.' 
£tj>rit d^i Liix, X. 6. 

*< He is generally stiled the IV. though some inal:e 
him the III. iind otherG the V, emperor of that name : he 
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CHAP, pold who had perished at Sempach, was now 
^^i^.^ seated on the imperial throne ; and had no 
sooner arrived at that exalted station, than he 
mariifested a wish to recover the territories in 
Helvetia of which his family had been lately- 
bereaved. His first step, suggested no doubt 
by his desire to involve the Confederates in in- 
extricable difficulties, was to send them an in- 
junction not to make any restitution to Zuric 
without being previously apprized of his plea- 
sure. The allies however did not avail them- 
selves of this prohibition ; for though the ba- 
rons of Raron, aUegmg the damages and costs 
they had sustained, refused to surrender the 
districts they had subdued ; and the people of 
.Gnmingen, recollecting the answer they had 
received from the town-clerk of Zuric, solicited 
to be annexed to the canton of Schwitz j yet 
the terms of the treaty were scrupulously ful- 
fiUed. 

Tlie recovery of the Argau was the mun 
object which engrossed the attention of Fre- 
derick ; and preparatory to it he sent several 
emissaries, the chief of whom was William 
Margrave of Baden Hochberg prefect of the ' 

M-asljornDeeember23)liI5,andeIected February 2, 1440. 
He reigned 51 years. His qualities were rather ^miabl^ 
■ than splendid : indolence was the prevailing feature of 
^is character : he was pious but pot always honest. 

Austrian 
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Austrian provinces in Suabia, to sound the dis- chap. 
positions of the people. The nobles who still s^-v-*.* 
resided in the Argau, and who remembered and 
regretted the prepopderancy they had once en- 
joyed under the princes of Hapsburg, gave 
ample hopes of success : and moreover dissemi- 
nated a spirit, even among the lower classes* 
which justified the expectation that they would 
willingly return to tl^eir former allegiance. 
This intention of Frederick, his preparatory 
Steps, and the temper of the Argauers, did 
not escape the penetration of the burgomaster 
Stussi; and of Michael Graff, the town-clerk 
of Zuric, his f^thful co-operator in his ambi- 
tious projects. They caused it to be suggested 
to the margrave, * that the pretended antipathy 

* of Zuric against Austria was far from real : 

* that Zuric remembered with exultation the 

* happy intercourse that once subsisted between 
' them and the great founder of the power of 

* Hapsburg : that although some misundcr- 
' standing had arisen between them and his son 

* Albert, they had not however screened his as- 
' sassins from condign punishment: that they had 

* fought with Leopold, and bled abundantly at, 

* Morgarten ; and that their hands were guilt- 

* less of the blood of the second Leopold, Fre- 
*'derick*s grandfather, who had been slain at 

* ^empach : that whatever damage they might 

• have 



-,<j,-7=^-h,G<:)C)^le . 



1 64 THE HISTdRY OF 

CHAP. * have occasioned in the late contest excited by 
I ' the Emperor Si'msmund, it was not irrepar- 
' able ; since a great part of the territories 

* wrested from Austria on that occasion were 

* now in their hands, the hands of ^thful and 

* obsequious depositaries : that the attacks of 

* the <Ststles of Freudenberg and- Nldbdrg had 

* beert the effect of troubles instigated by the 

* Schwitzers ; but that an object so trivia! 

* could notsurdy outweigh thft advantages that 

* might accrue to Alistiria from a return to a 
' good understandmg with its (Ad friends of 

* Zuric' 
The mirgrave perceived the tendency of this 

intimation; and advised the Zurichers when- 
ever, like the other cantons, they should send 
deputies 'to tlie king for the con&mation ■ of 
thcirlftertieajfreely to declare their sentinients 
<Mi this sut^ect; andpromised' that he would 
prefSire his council for the overture. Henry 
Schwehd knight, one of the burgomasters, and 
Michad Graff the town-clerk, were appointed 
to this embassy. They found the kin^ at Saiz- ^ 
burg, but uhder ,pretcnce of 2 multiplicity of 
affairs^ were ordered to follow hiin first to Ins- 
pnick, where they disdosed the purport of 
their mission, and as a proof of the sincerity of 
their intentions, offered the surrender of Ky- 
burg, the best half of 'their territories; and 
thence 
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thence to Ai? la Cbapelle, to -which place he chap. 
SQon after rq>aired for his coronation. Here,and v^,4^ 
on the very day of the solemnity, two instru- ^arfc jmm 
ments were signed; the nrat contauuDg the ces- 
sion of Kyburg to Austria, and some regulations 
concerning the inheritance of Tockenburg, the 
greatest part of which was to be recovered by 
the contracttDg parties j and the second an al- 
liance between the king and Zuric, to which 
the Margrave of Baden, the Seneschal of Wald- 
burg, the Kshop and city of Coostaace, the 
Rhsetian leagues, and several other princes, pre- 
lates, and cities, were ininted to accede. Zuric in 
this treaty made indeed a formal reservation of 
its engagement to theConfederacy,but it will ap- 
pear in the sequel how little they regarded this 
plausible exception. AU this was transacted 
with the greatest secrecy j insomuch that the 
deputies of the other cantons, who were ap^ 
prized of the frequent conferences, found it 
impossible to discover the purport of them. 
Schwend and Graff reported thdr success at 
Zuric, and Stussi recovered all his influence in 
. the councU. The deputies of the other cantons, 
eclipsed no doubt in their simple garb and man- 
ners by the magnificence of the many princes, 
magistrates, and ambassadors, who resorted to 
the court''* for investiture, solicited long in vuii 
■** At this time removed to Fraakfott. 

before 
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CHAP, before they were admitted to an audience ; add 
*.0-^ when at length they were suffered to urge their 
demand, they were answered that as soon as the 
cantons should have acknowledged the right of 
Austria to the sovereignty of the Argau, the 
king would take their request for the confirma- 
tion of their privileges into consideration. The 
deputies, not being authorized to treat on this 
subject, were dismissed ; with a declaration that 
this matter should be postponed until the king's 
intended visit to his western dominions, and 
perhaps, as he intimated, to Zuric. 
The coincidence of the kind reception of the 

■ deputies of Zuric at court, and of the declared 
purpose of the king to recover the Argau, led 
to the suspicion of a more than ordinary con- 
nection between Austria and that canton. The 
other Confederates held many conferences, and 
at one of them resolved to put Zuric to the test 
of a renewal of the confederacy. This was by 
no means declined by the city, and the con- 

- firmation was solemnly ratified in the month 
of May.'" The Confederates had recourse to 
another expedient. Being desirous in the pre- 
sent crisis to ascertain the disposition of the 
people in the Argau, they resolved upon a pro- 

*T Zuric in tliis could not be expressly taxed with breach 
of faith, for the alliance with Austria was not finally rati- 
fied till the 17th of June. 

gress 
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gress through the several towns and districts of chap. 
that province, and called upon Zuric to add *.«>-¥-w 
thdr deputies to the commission. With this 
the burghers likewise readily complied ; and 
thus no charge could be brought against them, 
from which they could not ostensibly clear 
themselves. They did not deny the alliance, 
which in fact they were allowed to make by 
the terms of the confederacy j but they posi-, 
tively asserted that it contmned nothing dero- 
gatory to the federal union. 

The king now crossed the Rhine, and notified 
his intention of visiting Zuric. The burghers 
manifested their . joy by all manner of demon- 
strations. Frederick arrived on the nineteenth 
of September : he was attended by a multitude 
of counts, lords, knights, and prelates, and up- 
wards of one thousand horses; and was followed 
by no less than six-and-thirty baggage-wagons. 
Some Schwitzers, then acddentally at Zuric, 
viewed the procession from the bye alleys; 
* God's mercy,' they cried, * when will there 
' be an end of these lordlinga?' but what shock- 
ed them most was to see the burghers adorned 
with peacock's feathers.*^ The king made an 
excursion on the lake to Rapperswyl, where he 
received the homage of the people. He loved 
the beauties of nature, and here admired the 

** See vol. i. p. *49. 

splendid 
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CHAP. Splendid scenery that aurrotmds the lake. He 
' visited Winterthur, which now also became 
Austrian; and Kyburg, the newly recovered in- 
heritance of Ms female ancestor the Countess 
Hclwig. He then resolved on a progress through 
Helvetia. The valetudinarians assembled at Ba- 
den, saw bim with surprize in what had usually ' 
been called the duke's bath. He beheld the 
ruins of the citadel with concern. He hastened 
to Koenigsfelden, prayed at the altar raised on 
the spot where King Albert his ancestor had 
been assassinated, and visited the tombs of the 
beatified Queen Agnes and of her incomparable 
mother. He slept at Bruck, and the next morn- 
ing he rode over the plun that first nurtured 
his in^Lnt race ; he saw on its eminence the castle 
of Hapsburg, and seemed deeply affected. 

The Confederates, notwithstanding the re- 
fiisal their deputies bad met with at Frankfort, 
and iiie grounds of suspicion that perplexed 
them, resolved to pay him al! possible honour : 
but this with a determined purpose never to 
cede the Argau, nor any part of their territo- 
ries; to bold firmly together; and not to listen 
to any separate prc^>ositipiis made singly to any 
of them. The king accordingly was received 
with magnificence and prodigal festivity at So- 
kure and at Berne: The Friburghers exulted 
on seeing once mure their sovereign among 
them. 
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lAifexHf He received their oaths of allegiance, chap. 
arid then proceeded to Lausatine. He viewed ^.^ry-^ 
and admired the beauties which delight every 
susceptible mind, on the banks of the Lake 
Leman : and arrived at Geneva, Vhere he ^waa 
received in great state by the magistrates and 
dergy ; and with the most engaging obaeqai* 
ousness by the young, beautiful, and accom- 
plished widow, Margaret of Savoy i^ who, 
could sbp have effected the union with this mo- 
narch which her father^" meditated, might have 
been the means of fixing the triple crown on his 
hoary brows. The king beheld her with Und- 
ness, but without emotion. He then crossed 
the Jura, ^Qd visited at Beszn^on Philip the 
Good, Duke of Burgundy ; and Isabella (^ Por- 
tugal his consort, whose niece Eleonora he af- 
terwards married* At Basle, although of the 
adverse party, he pissed the hand of the aged 
pontiff, and received his paternal embrace. The 
deputies of six of the cantons S' met him at Con- 
stance, and renewed thdir solicitations for the 

*9 She had been les^ than one year married to Lewis of 
Anjou, titular King of Naples. She possessed a fortune 
of i!00,600 crowns. 

*" The Antipope Felii V. theu at Basle. 

" Berne, Lucem, SchwitZi Uoderwaldefi, Zugi and Ola- 
ris. Uti, which had no share in the sovereignty of Argau» 
had received its cou&rniatioii at Zuric 

VOL. II. M confirmadion 
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CHAr. eonfirniation of their liberties. He rented the 
> condition tliat all things should be fc^aced in 
the same state they were in before the ratiScu 
tion of the fifty years truce. Argaii at that 
time belonged to Austria. The deputies, har- 
faig no instructions for this purpose, withdrew. 
The king proceeded through Arbon to St. G^- 
kn, where he was splendidly entertained during 
three days. The peofJe swore .^e^ance to him 
u burners of a free imperial dty ; but they 
declined to accede to the league with Zuric> to 
which they had been invited in the treaty, but 
the consequences of which they foresaw and 
dreaded. A^^penzA likewise rejected this nf- 
Uancc> The Idng now returned to Austria, 
leaving the Margrave of Baden his prefect in 
Helvetia. Thus ended tins portentous year, in 
which the ambition and revengeful spirit of a 
few individuals of Zuric brought the confede- 
racy to the brink of ruin. 

Early in the ensuing year, frequent meetings 
were held by the Confederates to ddiberate on 
the imminent danger that threatened their 
union. They repeatedly applied to Zuric to 
deliver up to them the deed by which the Em- ' 
peror Sigismund had fonnally ceded to theni 
the sovereignty of the Ai|pu, and Which had 
been depo^it€d in the public archives in that 
city. This, under several specious pretences. 
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was as crften refused. They learnt that the se- chap. 
neschal had repaired to ^penzel, to persuade 4. 
that feapt& to ndewtth Austria; and sent a 
dq>nt3tioo to ctmnteract him. Waldburg had 
in htx urged every cogent motive j but receive 
ed the answer, more irequent among primitive 
th:m polished pet^Ie, ' An oath is an oath :* 
they had sworn to the confederacy, they said^ 
and ahtraugh theirs was not an equal league, jtt 
they were resolved to adhere to their engage- 
ment. To the dieputtes of Schwttz (Ital Reding 
was of the numl»er) they lamented the dange- 
rous feud that had broken out betw^n Zuric 
and the other cantons ; but added, that their 
capacities not being equal to distinguish which 
party had justice on its side, they were deteir- 
nrined to remain nentnd. 

Meanwh^ bodies of armed men in the pay Renewal of 
of Austria were sent to occupy Raj^rtwyl ; 
and the inhalntants on the western side of the 
lake of Zuric drew a strong intrenchment from 
HiH'gen over Mount Hirzd, down to the fron- 
tiersofZug. ThuringdeHatlwyltook thecom- 
mand <tf the burghers of Zuric : by his order 
they all exchanged the white for the red cro» j 
the former being the badge of the Confederates, 
and the hitter of Austria. When the Swiss first 
saw the Austrian badge on the breasts of the 
Confederates, they fired with indignation and 
M 2 resentment. 

, Digrr^ibyGoogle 
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CHAP, resentment. Thenobles,percdviDgadisumonm 
\^iry^ the confederacy which, while firmly combined, 
they had found invulnerable, exulted in the 
triumph they anticipated. Invectives and ia- 
fiults were lavished on both sides -J^ the clergy 
doomed the Confederates to eternal perdition : 
the most bitter rancour possessed every mind : 
acts of violence, espedally on the ade of Rap^ 
perswyl, where the wantonness and rapacity of 
the Austrian soldiers could not be restrained, 
became frequent and vexatiovs ; but both the 
burghers and Austrians saw virith disappointed 
rage, that they could not provoke acts of reta** 
liation. 

After repeated but fruitless negotiations, ap< 
peals, remonstrances, and mediations, Ital Red- 
ing, being apprized of various movements oa 
the part of Zuric, at length displayed the banner, 
and raised it on mount Etzel. Jobst Tschudi 
and the men of Claris joined him' on the first 
summons. The impetuous ardour of the people 
admitting of no restr^nt. Reding hastened to 
send his declarations of hostilities both to Zuric 
and Austria ; and early on Monday the twenty- 
first of May, several Schwitzers descended to 
the bridge of Rapperswyt, and broke down a 
part of it to prevent a surprise from that quar- 

»* TTie shepherds were taied with heing over-fond of 
their cowi. . 

ter. 
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ter. A detachment however soon after crossed chap. 
over in boats, and burnt the vill^ of Hurden. «.^rv^ ■ 
DeputiesfromUriand Under walden came nowto 
the camp, and reported that their banners were 
in motion, but that their chiefs stiil earnestly 
recommended further steps towards an accom- ' 
modation. Reding answered, that the die was 
cast; that hostilities had been declared. *How!* 
sud the deputies^ * have you, without the con- 
* currence of the Confederates, declared war to 
^ Zuric, and the formidable power of Austria V 
They went away appalled, but soon returned 
with notice' that their banners were advancing 
to join the camp. It was now agreed, at the 
request of Zug, which had been severely galled 
by the troops in the lines of Hirzel, that Uri and 
Underwalden should proceed to the succour of 
that city, while Claris should march to the head 
of the lake, and cover the frontiers at Uznach. 
On the succeeding Wednesday the first engage- 
ment took place. Upwards of seven hundred 
nobles, burghers, and soldiers, came across the 
lake in thirteen vessek, and landed at Freyea- Anka of 
bach, rather with a view to explore the country biS.*' 
than to. commence hostilities. Reding, with 
.his wonted caution, suspected this to be a feint, 
in order to allure him from his strong position, 
.whilst a jiumerous body, might turn his flanks 
apd ^ upon his rear : he, sent one hundred 
meq 
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CHAP, men to observe the motions of this detachment, 
r with strict orders, if they found it too powerful 
for their numbers, to send immediately to the 
camp for a reanforcement. Hiese men soon 
found the enemy to be &r superior to them- 
selves in number ; but not one of the hundred 
could be prevailed upon to put on the appear* 
ance of flight, and retire to the camp. They 
twice drove the enemy, and were twice driven 
themselves, out (^ the nll^ of Freyenbach } 
and after their second repulse, stood a severe 
conflict in a church>yard, till some of the out- 
posts near F&ffikon came in to their assistance. 
With this reinforcement they once more over- 
powered their adversaries, and at length drove 
ihem to their boats. The loss was condderaUe 
cm both ^es, and- nearly proportionate to their 
numbers. Reding severely rebuked his couib. 
trymen for their disobedience of orders, but 
their success meanwhile was complete and 
s^endid. 

A conflict much more sevfere and Moody to<^ 
place On the fdlowiog Friday, near the intrencli- 
ment on the Hired, with the Austrian^ burgh. 
cn and peasants, who, under the command of 
Hallwyl, occu^uod those lines. TheZugers had 
posted themsdves at a bridge on the Sil, which 
formed their boundary on that side. Petermaa 
de Lutishoffen Avoycr: of Luccrn, Puntiner de 
Srunberg 
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Bninberg Landamman of Uri, John Mtiller and crap. 
MerU Zdg/ir LaDdammen of Uaderwalden >w>-v-«-' 
above and below the forest, having jf^ned thar 
banners, advanced and took th^ station at the 
viUage of Baar near Zug, between t^ttown and 
the biidge defended by its burghers. The mar- 
grave and Stussi meanwhile, with upwards oi 
£ve thousuid men moat c^them Austrlans, ad- 
vanced from Zuric along the hughts of Albis* 
and descended through Cappel towards the right 
of the intrenchmenty With a view probaUy to 
penetrate through Zug into the heart of the can' 
ton of Schwits. Here the ^tl of the burgo* 
master as aoommaudo' (in which, as wdl as has 
knowledge of the country, his army in^didtly 
cMifided) proved defective. He advanced as £ur 
as BlikenstcHrf, the first 'nll^e in the territory > 

of Zug, without having obtained the intelli- 
gence that three banners of the Confederates 
~ Were ^ctu^y in the adjacent vill^cs of Baar. 
Although no dedaratkm of hostilities had as 
yet passed between Zuric and Zug, Smsu su£< 
fered nevertheless the houses of Blikenstorf to 
be set on fire : they were all instantly coosunv- 
ed } and the flames, wluch at night were seen at 
a great distance, were in £Kt the ilecbration of 
war, and exa^rated the minds of the Confer 
duates to a de^ee <^ frantic rage. Early the 
peXt raornlBg he costijiued his march towards 
Zugi* 
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CHAP. Zug ; but he had not advanced far, when on a 
1.^-v^ sudden some armed men, and the three banners 
at Baar, appeared in sight. Terrified at this un- 
expected apparition, the margrave and Stussl 
retreated : they were pursued to Cappel, but 
hot' overtaken ; apd before night they reached 
mount Altxs. 
TheiiiiM The Confederates now resolved to storm the ■ 

p( Hiriel 

forced, lines. They advanced four thousand m num- 
ber, ascended the steep, and surmounted diffi- 
culties which none but men accustomed like 
them to precipices could have attempted : they 
had reached near the rampart when night ap- 
proached, and the leaders urged the neces^ty 

' of suspending the intended assault* Some of 

the enemy at this moment called down from 
the lines, * Come on, scoundrels; come on-/ 
and others uttered still more oi^robrious lan- 
guage. Theenragedassailants, deaf tothec-om-T 
mands and ;idmonitLons of their leaders, rushed 
. up the steepest part of the mountain ; while 
their chiefe, seeing the irresistible fury of their 
people, hastened after them with the tenners. 
On Friday, May the twenty-fourth, at the hour 
of vespers, b^an the horrid carnage. The be- 
sieged used their great guns, harquebusscs, and 
various missile engines, with great skill and ef- 
fect, agunst the infuriated invaders ; who, re- 
gardless of death and every obstacle, attacked 
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tKe rampart at a plzce where it was deemed itn^ chap. 
pregnable. Here fell the veneraWe Avoyer of v^-<r*i.» 

Lucern, who both in the council and at con- 
ferences had ever and strenuously laboured to 
avert this evil : here pecisbed also the two Lan< 
datnmcn c^ Underwalden, and many valiant 
leaders. The bodies of the dead now filled the 
ditch. A hideous ay of * slay, slay/ filled the 
air. On a sudden sprung up from the left the 
men of Entlibuch i thirty of them fell on ths ' 
first onset, the remainder rushed over thdr 
lifeless bodies into the line ; the rest followed 
with irresistible impetuosity. Destruction now 
jeached- the hostile bands. Above three hun^ 
dred men of Znric, and among them their prin- 
■cipal leaders, fdl on the spot: the survivors gave 
.way, and many perished in the fli^t. Those 
.Vi4io escaped spread terror and dismay through- 
out the country ; and conveyed to Zuric the 
ie^ul tntelligence that the lines» on which the 
city depended for its security, had been forced. 
-Stussi and his army withdrew into the dty. 
iThe victors spent the night among the slain. 
No sounds of triumph cheered their exhausted 
T^rifs. Silent and sullen they gazed on the 
:havock. Themen ofZug arrived at daybreaks 
,they saw the banner of Entlibuch pierced by an 
hundred shot : they saw the slaughtered leaders 
^^tliL defiance still marked in their coi^nte- 
lianc^ i 
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CHAT, naaces : they looked aD round them, and wept 
' aloud. 

The banners of Scjiwitz and Uri now joined 
the dgected conquerors, and the army adTinced 
towards Mount Alfais, and along the lake» intb> 
out meeting with any resistance. Unprorided 
with the means of carrying on a siege, they left 
Zurlc unmolestedr but spread all over its-terri* 
tories^ committing all manner of depredaticms ; 
Bor Ad they abstain from vicdation, slxughter, 
sacrilege, and all the outrages thdr vindictive 
fiory could suggest. These pet^, especially 
the shepherds of the Alps, were the mere chil- 
dren of nature^ When unruffled by pauions, 
their features bespoke benignity^ probity, and 
fiw b e a r a nco ^ but in the rage of war they, Hkc 
David, and the' hetoes of Greece and Rome, 
displayed a fo*ocIoQS ardour incapable of con- 
troL Many when, taken prisoners chose to die 
the death of Cato : fear was unknown to them* 
but insok they could not endtuv. At length 
the army gathered and encamped at Lunkof- 
kn near the Reuss, expecdng a retaforcemeut 
from Berne. 

The Bernersi who had always berai adverse 
to the war, had hitherto deigned interfering 
is it. They were now faowrrer encXmped, 
when depotics from Schwitz came to them, and 
empbatlcallyrepresaited thennmincnt danger^o 
which 
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vrludl tbcy and the confederacy were at tliis chap. 
xpomentexposed.^^ * Dear trusty Confederates,' • 
theysaid, 'remember thedayof Laupen; wbea 

* youT anceston being threatened with utter 

* nun by the nobles, smt Kramburg to us to 

* demand our aid. We were not at diat time 
'-allied to you, and yet what did we say? 
•* Meed,*' wie said, " is the test o£ Menddup." 

* You have heard o£tbe tears of joy that were 
' shed when our banners were seen approachihg 

* to your walls : you know what Erkch said 

* iAex the victory : ** This day shall be an erer- 

* lasting pledge of our union." From that day 

* have we been ^lies. Men of Berne I sons of 

* the conquerors of Laupen ! we are now in- 

* viJved in great difficulties : the power of Au- 

* stria, to which Zuric has basely surrendered, 

* bears heavy upon us ; numbers of ours have 
< perished whhin these few days, and our ena 

* mjes expect great reinforcements from distant 

* parts. We may be overpowered. Dear trusty 

* Cwifederates ! " Need is the test of friend. 

* ship".* The name of Laupen was decisive^ 
The magistrates, towns, and pec^le, of Bemc 
and Soleure, sent their declarations to Zuric 

A They kne^ that the roargraTe had promised, and was 
acKtally negodatiag, to bring- numerous forces oat of 
Csnnanyagmut tbe Confederates. 
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CHAP, The first attempt of this combined army^ 
k^.-v^ which now consisted of upwards of six thou- 
sand men, was to reduce Bremgarten^ which had 
dded with Zuric. This phtce -vns ca[Htulating 
when deputies came also from Baden with the 
keys of chcir city. Tlie seventh share which 
Zurtc possessed in the sovereignty of these 
towns, wa» now transferred to Berne. The 
Confederates, in hopes of alluring the butchers 
of Zuric out of their walls, marched by its gates, 
ravaged the country on each side of th^e lake as 
far as Rapperswyl, and disturbed the ashes of 
the illustrious dead who . lay entombed in the 
abbey of Ruti. The excesses committed by the 
young warriors bad by this ttme occasioned a 
scardty of provisions, which obliged them to 
qmt the field. They all retired to their hotnes, 
after a most bloody and destructive expedition 
which had lasted nearly one month. The next 
month they rested. 
Anion « During this suspension, Thuring de Hallwy! 
^stja'^b. marched out of Zuric and made' an attempt 
upon Bremgarten ; and John de Rechberg, one 
of the most inveterate enemies of the Confede- 
rates, ventured to attack the town (rf Wyl, » 
dependancy of the heirs of Tockenburg. Both 
enterprises proved unsuccessful; but they failed 
not to draw on fresh miseries upon, the wretched 
people, who had not yet cleared away (he rub- 
bish 
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iHsh from their desolated habitations. Six baa- chap. 
sers of ihe Confederates speared agdn on the ^^-v-w 
borders of the l^Ee.34 On Monday the twenty- 
second of July the/ met at Heding^, and be^ 
t&re daybreak marched up mount Albis. The 
clefts and narrow passes were guarded by par- 
lies from Zuric. Three large dogs were the 
first ass^l^ts, and occasioned an alarm among 
the burghers ; which, especially when they saw 
tlieendoiies on thti heights around them till then 
deemed inaccessiUe, induced them- to abandon 
their posts. The Confederates, being now mas- 
ters of the mountain abd the road to Zuric, ad- 
vant^ with speed towards the dty. The coun- 
al, where on this d^y Stusd sat for the lUit titae^ 
assembled and gave orders for the defence <tf 
the city. The horse were sent out to harass 
and detain tbe approaching enemy ; and all the 
-burghers, without distiudion of age or rank, 
armed, and were o/dered to draw out'betwecn 
the walls and the* Hver Sil, within a short dis- 
taniee of the gites. TTiey however, deeming it 
faigloiious' not to ibce an enemy in in open 
country, <^ossed the river, and formed in a 
meadow surrounded by 'a ^uick hedge, near a 
chapel dedicated to St. Jacob. Here they saw 
the banners moving rapidly down the steqi. 
The men of Schwitz and Claris repelled the 
. ^ Berne tool no part in this expedition. 

horse J 
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CHAP, bone ; and advancing aku^ the foot ^ tb« 
> mountain, entered the nllnge of vnedikonf 
Rediag their leader had reccmrae to a stratagem, 
vhich men of more probity tJkan wisdom have 
reprobated i a& if cvtyy expe<^ent which> bj 
bria^g a coeflict to a speedy issue* may pre- 
vent the eBiision <^ blood, were not commends 
able. He caused a red coat to be cut Into smaS 
pieces in ttve £r>rm of crosses, and ordered tW9 
hundred o( his most select warriors to &stea 
them on their breasts as thcbad^ of Austria; 
tfill retaiRing (in order to obviate mistakes) 
dmr o vn distinctive symbols* tiie white grosacBj^ 
OD thdr backs. These hko, should the enemy 
be tbrovo 'vAo confusion, were ordered to &U 
is among thenp, and complete the <!Uscofnficur4^ 
IIk sun stood high^ and the heat was. intense^ 
whtle the Coi^ederates w«e advancing thKnigh 
conirfiddg towards the dtapel and the fence. 
The burghers at tlus t>me were fasting on. the 
abuodanc? of wine and .pfovbioiu whicb h^^ 
beojiMnt cm to.theci from the ctcy ; and wac 
si^ng and shouting, confid^t of the vktory 
they thought thdr superior numbo^ must; iiv 
^re them. The ^,wo hwnc^ed Schwitaecs game 
forward on the left, and caused some al&rm ; but 
the burgomaster, perqeiving their red crosses, 
suffered them to advanoe without impedimeat 
towards the bridge. The burghers kneir, prayed, 
and 
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and shot tfaeir arrows through the hedge u chap. 
sooD as they though ■ the eoemy wtchiD reach 4 w-v-w 
but on a sudden, seang the chie^ banner cmF the 
Goofedd-ates burst through the fence, and thC' 
hostSe ranks Reading in frMit vdth incredible 
celerity, a sudden panic seised them ; they be* 
came deaf to the voice of their leaders ; * Fly, 

* Zuric, fly !' was the general cry ; aid they all 
ran -with the utmost speed towards the Inridge. 
They now perceived the white crosses on the 
locks of the two hundred Schwitsers ; and see- 
ing themselves surrounded with dangers, the 
rout became general. Scusa in this eihremity- 
conthicted lumself as became a knight and a' 
chief magistrate. Seeing the bamwrs of tiie 
Confederates advandng rapidly across the raea>^ 
dow^ he raised hU ponderous battle^cx, and 
placed himself on the middle of the Inridge : he 
upbr^ded the yielding r:mks, uid n^h a tre- 
mendous voice 55 cafied out, • Halt, burghers, 

* halt !' but they, both Wind and deaf toci'ery 
order or rebuke, rushed'by him, and left him 
singly exposed to the pursuing fee. SurroUnd'- 
ed by carnage, he stood unmoved, fikea rock 

. dashed by rag^g Mlkiws. His lofty stature, his 
iioary head, his commanding aspect, awed even 
the most daring of his assailants. A harsh rev 
proof he uttered, exasperated tme of his owft 

Straggling 
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CBAF. Staging burghers. ' By God's wOuods/ s^d 
/ the traitor, ' thou art the cause of all this evil ;* 
and levelling his spear, pierced him through the 
body. Thus feU the undaunted chief ^ his ar- 
Bjour rung ; the bridge shook under his massy 
wdght. His deat^ after aU was glorious, for he 
died in .the discharge of his duy. 

While he was wallowing in his blood, many 
of the Confederates ran oyer the bridge, and 
some entered the dty with the fugitives. A 
man of GhBis overtook the banneret of Zuric 
in' the streets, slew htm, and took his flag from 
^m. A peiisant of Zuric, privy no doubt to 
the contemptuous answer formerly sent by the 
tovnrclerk, met bim in the utmost trepidation. 
^ This,* he said, * comes of thy insulting letters,* 
ind instantly stabbed him } too late alas ! fo^ 
thie good of bis wretched country. In the midst 
of this confusion and: dismay, no one thought 
of Ok gate, wtuch remained still open. A wo- 
Bnij at length (her name was Ztegler) hastened, 
and let down the portcullis. The man of Claris 
vho ^ad captured the flag, seeing himself cut 
off, handed the trophy across the bars to one 
of his comrades, and was soon after killed. The 
burgturs now mounted their wails and towers, 
juid at length repelled the assault. Meanwhile 
the Confederates pillaged the suburbs, and 
stripped the dead. The body of Stussi was 
dragged 
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iSraggcd by some men of Glaris, perhaps his chap. 
kinsmen, to a neighbouring hedge i stripped, v^i'v'W 
mangled, and hacked into small pieces, which 
they scattered in the river.^'' Such was the end 
of a man of eminent endowments; who would 
have ranked high in the temple of Fame, had 
he been as solicitous for the good of the confe> 
deracy, as he was for the partial advantage of 
his own city. His statue, in full annour, with 

. his broad-sword and battle-ax, his helmet and 
his long beard, as he went forth on this hapless 
day still honoured and obeyed, is yet extant at 
Zuric, on a fountain near the house he is sup-, 
posed to have inhabited. 

The Confederates remained four days on the 
field (rfbattle, challenging an attack. They burnt 

~ the church of St. Stephen in the suburbs, and 
the villages of Wiedikon, Rieden and Altstettenj 
and ravaged all the country as far as Kilchberg. 
Seated on the mangled bodies of their enemies, 
and with piles of dead before them as tables, 
they saw the flames, and feasted. 

Such are the horrors of a civil war ! 

^ They are said to hare smeared their boots and spears 
with bis fat, and to hat^e bandied about bis heart from 
band to hand) and with his blood to have drawn indecent 
figures on the walls of the chapel. Except lately at Paris, 
vhere the people were once religioas atid polite, we have 
Karcely an insunce in history of greater enotmtties thaa 
those committed in this fut^i war. 

VOL. H. N During 
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CHAP. Daring the short cessation that preceded thu 
lu*-,^ bloody expedition, the Margrave of Baden, see- 
]n»«ion of iDg what men he had to contend with, and ap- 
^eArnwj. prghensive of a factious spirit which gradually 
manifested itself among the burghers of Zuric, . 
addressed himself to the princes of the empire, 
urging the necessity of a general concurrence in 
a war which he represented as highly ^iangerous 
to all their respective interests. He succeeded 
with few ; and King Frederick himself was at 
this time too deeply engaged in a war aga'mat 
the 'Jurks, the HusMtcs, and many of his own 
«ubjects, who murmured at his withhc4ding 
certain territories which of right belonged to 
other branches'of his ^mily, to afford any ef- 
fectual assistance in the Helvetic contest. In 
this dilemma, the Margrave resolved to have re- 
cotirse to the Armagnacs. 
' These roving bands, which ever unce the days 
of Cervola and Ingelram de Coucy had chiefly 
subsisted on indiscriminate plunder fi:om friends 
and foes, as opportunities offered or their wants 
demanded, had of late, during the wars between 
France, England, and Burgundy, been trained 
to discipline, and commanded by two Counts 
of Armagnac, from whom they had derived 
their recent appellation. They were the terror 
.of all the provinces they approached; and many 
indigent nobles and lawless vagrants of Ger- 
many, 
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tnany, England, and other countries, encourag- chap. 
ed by their example, had adopted a course of ^^-y-n-;' 
Hfe similar to theirs. The French king Charles 
the Seventh, and Philip Duke of Burgundy, 
after peace had been restored between them and 
with England, in order to free the country from 
their depredations, had taken most of these ad- 
venturers into their p?y. The margrave, in the 
name of Frederick, sent first to the Duke of 
Burgundy: but the conditions Philip prescribed 
being such as the king did not think fit to com- 
ply with, the application was made to Charles; 
who not only readily accepted the offer, but 
even named his son the dauphin to command 
the intended expedition, for which he destined 
an army of no less than fifty thousand men. 

The Confederates, after the battle near Zuric, 
and the ravages they had committed not only 
in that vicinity, but all over the territories of 
that devoted canton, had once more retired to 
their homes. Severiil mediators, and among 
them many of the prelates at the council of 
Basle, assembled various meeting; and effected 
an armistice of eight months, and even appoint- 
ed a congress for a general pacification. This 
congress actually met at Baden on the twenty- h44. 
•econd day of March ; but the abolition of the 
league between Zuric and Austria on the one 
hand, and the surrender of all the conquered terri- 
N 3 tories 
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CHAF. torles on the other, bemg sdll insisted upon as 
s^'-io^ indispensable preliminaries, all negotiation prov- 
ed once more ineffectual. When the terms pro- 
posed were brought to Zuric, and submitted to 
the consideration of the council, the burghers, 
who had received some intimations of their 
tenor, rose on a shdden, attacked and forced 
the town-house, seized several of the more mo- 
derate senators, confined them, and caused two 
of them to be publicly beheaded. 

Preparations for war were now renewed with 
redoubled ardour ; and the Confederates, bdng 
likewise joined by the Appenzellers, once more 
took the field, and towards the end of April^' 
assembled at Kloten. Hence they sent a circular 
letter to all the princes and state's of the empire* 
vindicating their conduct : and at length re-c 
solved to lay Mege to the city of Zuric. Mean- 
while Thomas de Falkenstein, a co-burgher in- 
deed, but till then a secret enemy of Berne {by 
whom he thought he. had been injured in % 
legal deci^on), fell with a body of Austrians 
and of his own vassals, into the Argau, at- 
tempted the town of Arau, but being repulsed, 
marched down the river to Brack, which he 
reduced ^ and led away many captives, whom, 
he confined in his castle of Farnsberg in the 

T The armistice expired the 22d of April. 

FlrickthaK 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY. ' 189 

Fricktiul. Berne, being determined to revenge chap. 
the insult, invested this casUe. . ^^-y^*^ 

These two sieges were proceeding with equal 
■vigour and obstinacy, when the daupliin with 
the Armd^acs, led by John de Rediberg.and 
Burcard Monk of Lahdscron, two inveterate 
foes of the Confederates, arrived in Alsace; and 
Spread terror and<devastatioti not only through- 
out Helvetia, bat hx into the heart of the em- 
pire. He fixed his head quarters at Monbel- 
fiard, and hence proclaimed his intention of 
raising the sieges of Zuric and Farnsberg. The 
oiagistrates of Basle however, fearful lest he 
might likewise have some design upon their 
city, where the council (to which France, at the 
instigation of Pope Eugene, was adverse) was 
still assembled, sent to the Confederates to so- 
Rcit a reinforcement. 

The urgency of the case, in which the whole Action « 

" ^ ' St. Jacob 

nation was manifestly and deeply involved, ad-n*"!*"'*. 
mitted of no hesitation or delay. Sixteen hun- 
dred^ men were immediately detached from 
both camps, and on the twenty-fifth of August 
advanced from Fransberg towards Basle.-'' In 

^ Some authors say only 1200. 

*» The names of their leaders are amply entitled to a place 
in Che annals of their country, Henry de Dubenb«rg, 
Uiric d'Erlach, Rudolph de RingoUingen, and John de 
Mucllercn, led on the Dcrners; Peterman Goldsmith, Ul- « 
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CHAP, the evening they fell in with zp advanced goard 
I posted at Frattelen^ which retired without of- 
fering much resistance. Pioceediog to Mut- 
tenz they met with a detachment eight thoo* 
sand strong, which stood its ground. • They at- 
tacked it with the utmost impetuosity ; routed 
it ; and took many arms, horses, and some 
colours, wbicli they returned, to the enemy as 
evidences of their victory. Early the next 
morning they arrived near a bnc^ over the 
Birs ; and met emissaries from Basle, admonish- 
ing, them not to attempt the passage of the 
river, the mun army of the dauphin being 
posted on its opposite banks. They might now 
have retreated with honour ; but flushed with 
^he successes of the preceding day, and not 
doubting that, as they were now within a mile 
of Baile, the burghers would make a seasonable 
- diversion in their ■ favour, they resolved to ac- 
cpmfJish the purpose for which they had been 
sent, or to perish in the attempt. They came 
to the bridge ; but found it so strongly defend- 
ed, that the forcing it was deemed wholly im* 
practicable. They now threw themselves into 



ric de Hurtenstein, Wernci* Keller, and John dc Wyl, 
commanded the I.iicerncrs ; Henry Arnold and Eric 
Rpiect, the Urners j John Mulier and John Meier, the Un- 
(ferwalders ; and Jobsi Spiller and Emi Everard headed 
the Zugers. 

the 
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the torrent, crossed it with the utmost speed, ghaic 
rushed up the opposite bank in the face of a nu- "-^-v^*-^ 
merous artillery, and began a dreadful slaUghter*- 
mowing down whole ranks of the enemy with' 
their massy balberts, not however without great 
Ipss on thdr own part. Their forced marches,' 
thnr previous conflicts, and thdr present ar- 
duous contest, had now so totally exhausted- 
them, and, their numbers were so greatly re-" 
duced, that to hopes of some respite they turned 
. off to the right, and took shelter in the church, 
yard and orchard belonging to the hospital of 
St, Jacob, both surrounded by high walls. The 
burghers of Basle were at. this critical moment 
preparing to send out a. detachment : but the 
dauphin, who e;i:pected the attempt, had posted 
eight thousand nten on an eminence near the 
gate J who, had the garrison ventured the sal- 
ly, would have cut off their retreat, and exposed" 
them to inevitable destruction. The cannon; 
of the Frepch meanwhile had not only thrown' 
down the walls round the hospital, but also set: 
fire to the building ; and' the Confederates, in ' 
the midst of ffames and ruins; found themselves 
at the same, time exposed to the attacks of ac- 
cumulated numbers, without any defence but' 
their firmness and. valour. They still might 
have retrpated without any disparagement to' 
thdrhoDpui;} but aft» a short consultation,' 
they 
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cHiir. they resolved to devote themselves for the gttod 
> of their country, and laH tc^ether. The heroic 
deeds that were achieved in this memorable 
conflict, the number of fierce assaults this de^' 
voted band sustained and repelled, how each 
warrior fell successively on the identical spot 
he had. 6rst occupied, are facta imperfectly «^ 
Itted, but may be well inferred froW the"g«i*. 
ral circumstances erf the action. Tijcy fofight 
ten hours without intermission ; till kt length, 
exhausted but not conquered^ they all (twelve ■ 
only excepted) lay lifeless on the field of attScBi^ 
Each had four or five enemies 'atound him^ 
whom he had dispatched before his fait. MnetH' 
Sylvius, who was then at the council of Ba&Ie> 
relates that many of them, aft^r having shot 
all thdr arrows, drew out those frhich had 
tiansfizcd their own bodies, and returned them ; 
tb the enemy. Burcard Monk, the faithless 
guide, of the invaders, riding in the eVefting 
over the field of slaughter, exdaimed trium- 
. phantly, ' This is indeed a bath erf roses !' An' 
expiring Swiss htard him, raised hibiself upon 
his knees, sdatched a Urge stone, and hurled it 
at the head of the viunting trutot, ttlto ^d 
three days after of the oontusitjn. The twdt% 
who^ when no hopesTemained, retired fiSMi 
the camage, with difficulty eeca^ the h^ftds 
of the executtoner, to which the hvf of $^* 
pach 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY. I93 

padi doomed ail who turned away from an chap. 
enemy.*° 

The dauphitt concealed the number of his 
slain, by causing them to be immediately com* 
mitCed to the flames ; but six hundred dead 
horses -found on the field of battle suflSciently 
evince the magnitude of his loss,*' Fearful of 
such another victory, he drew off his . forces 
into Alsace, committed depredations on both 
sides of the Rhine, and gave King Frederick 
•ample cause to repent his having ciUed in such 
auxiliaries. After his retreat, the burghers of 
Basle gathered the bodies of the Confederates, 
a:nd with solemn obsequies buried them in the 
church-yard of St. Jacob. The dauphin, struck 
with admiration at the valour and conduct he 
had witnessed this day, conceived from that- ■ 
moment the project of becoming the ally of so 
brave a people ; and this project he failed not 
to execute soon after he became Kng under the 
name of Le*is the Eleventh.** 

•■ In the Voyage Pittorestiue dc la Suisse (rab. 185) a 
plan, seemingly accnrate^, is given of this memorabie ac- 
tion, which is there stiled Relvetioram Thermopjlm. 

*' Historians in general make the number of dead on the 
rfde of France amount to sii thousand. No fact in history 
, has perhaps a better collateral evidence than the conduct 
«f«ght hundred of the Swiss guards at Paris, on the lOth 
•f August 1792 ; of whom seven hundred and twenty 
were butchered on their posts. 

^ Charles the Seventh, his father, impressed no doubt 

with the same sentiment, lost no time in entering into a 

tjeaty 
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The Confederates, doubtfi^l what course the- 
^ dauphin might now take, -nused thfc sieges of 
Zuric and Pransbcrg, and went to guard thrir 
own frontiers. The war however was still car" 
ried on by alternate and destructive incuruons. 
Several German princes, and among them the 
Counts of Wurtcmberg, and even the inore.dis- 
tant Margrave of &-andenburg, declared aguost 
the Confederates. Rappcrswyl was beueged;' 
and reduced to such extremity, that the inha- 
bitants were compelled to feed on cats, rats, and . 
mice. The Schwitzers, with a body of Appen- 
eellcrs, crossed the Rhine, and raised contribu- 
tions even to the confines of the Tyrol. Many 
encounters took place on the lake of Zuric, the 
last of which ^3 proved dedsive in favour .<^ that 
city, which, all the vessels of the Confederates 
having been burnt, obtained now the sole com- 
mand of the whole lake. ^ 

Amidst tliese dev^tations, meetings were fre- 
quently held for a termination of these disasters, 
and still chiefly under the auspices of the coun- 
cil of Basle : but the surrender of the Argau 

treaty of amity witli the cantons. Hence may be dated 
the origin of tlie foreign services in which the Swiss have 
since been &o frequently engaged i an evil which renders 
this daj-, however plorioos in other respects, one of the 
most fatal cpochas in the unnsih of the confederacy. 
•» October the SOili. 

bang 
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-j^ng ever insisted upon on the part of Austria, chap. 
they all still proved abortive. At length how- v^~v^ 
ever, both parties being wholly exhausted, Hugh 
Count of Montford found no great difficulty in 
Isringing many deputies of the contending par- 
ties tc^etlier in a vessel on the lake of Zuric ; i«& 
where they conversed temperately on the mise- 
ries of then: country, chalked out an equitable 
^an for an accommodation, ate and drank to- 
gether, and agreed upon a general congress to 
be held in the next month of May at Constance, 
where all matters in contest should be finally 
adjusted. . llie congress met; and was attended 1447. 
by a great number of princes, prelates, nobles, 
and deputi^ of many imp^ial xities, aU accom* 
panied by numerous and splendid retinues. 

After three weeks of cdnference, Lewis Count Face. 
Palatine of the Rhine, brought about a general 
pacification ; with reference however to various 
subordinate arbitrators, to whose dedsions the 
patties solemnly engaged to adhere. The Count 
Palatine and the city of Ulm were finally to de- 
termine all differences between Austria and the 
Confederates. The same Count was authorized " 
to adjust spnie disagreement that had arisen be. ; - 
tween Berne and Friburg ; but the main con- 
test between Zuric and the Confederates was 
after all referred to the constitutional law of 
arbitration. 

Thus 
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CHAP. Thus ended this calamitous and inhuman war* 
^>-y^ fare ; in which, as is usually th& case in civil 
discords, all parries, suffered great detriment," 
and none obtained a^y essential advantage. 
The Confederates indeed compassed their main 
object, the breaking the alUance between 
Znric and Austria ; and the Schwitzers retain- 
ed WefEkon and WolraU. But all the cantons, 
new once more united, might, had they been 
moderate, have learnt the important leison, that 
old friends are preferable to new ones, and that 
fOTCTgn aid is always dangerous. They ought ' 
to have cdngratulated themselves that this un- 
happy contest had not wholly subverted the 
Confederacy, which they had hitherto supporteij 
with so much integrity and matchless valont, 
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CHAP, III. 

The Burgundian War'. 

T T AD the Confederates profited by the ex- chap. 
X A perience they had so dearly purchased in ^„^-v^ 
their late civil contest, they would no doubt 
have ever and steadily resisted alt new offers of 
foreign connections, and all temptations to fur- 
ther acquisitions ; and thus might they have 
insured to themselves a long interval of peace 
and domestic happiness. But unmindful of 
the maxims by which alone this country can 
prosper, they soon after, emergiagf from thdr 
late imminent dangers, listened to tlie artful 
insinuations of designing neighbours, and found 
themselves once more involved in a destructive 
war, of far greater magnitude than any they 
had ever waged before ; in which, when once 
they were deeply engaged, the very instigators 
to it deserted them ; and which, though it af- 
forded them abundance of laurels, yet gfadually 
in its event undermined the national character, 
which had gained them the admiration of Eu- 
rope, and to which they owed the inestimable 
blessing of their independence. A brief review 
of the dispositions and relative circumstances 
• of 
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of the several parties which had a share in the 
I origin and prosecution of this war, will greatly 
facilitate the account which must now be given 
of its eventful progress. 
'• The Emperor Frederick, though his heredi- 
- tary prejudices were far from biassing him in 
favour of the Confederates, was yet, from his 
natural inactivity, and more so from the many 
adversaries he had to contend with in Hungarjs 
Bohemia, and other parts of his extensive dqmi- 
nions, by no means to be considered as a formi- 
dable adversary. Not so his cousin Sigirfmund,' 
whom, after many repulses and delays, the em- 
peror had at length invested with the Tyrol, 
Alsace, and the other dominions held by his 
father ; and who succeeded to the ddms hb 
house still retained to the ample territories it 
had once possessed in various parts of Helvetia. 
His rooted antipathy against the Confederates, 
by whom he thought himself deprived of the 
feircst part of his inheritance, was hr from 
bang extinguished, when, by means of a dls^ 
-■ pute with Cardinal de Cusa, Bisht^ of Brixen, 
he incurred the papal excommunication, llie 
execution of this ecclesiastical sentence being 
committed to the cantons, they actually seized 

■ Son of the late Frederick) whom the council o£ Coo* 
stance had humbled. 
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on and retained the fertile province of Thurgau; chap. 
• and the people of Rapperswyl having at the i^-v-^^ 
same time raised an insurrection, which the '*™- 
duke had not the power to quell, voluntarily 
put themselves under the protection of the can- 
tons of Schwitz, Uri, Underwalden, and Claris. 
His necessitous circumstances however com- I'u?. 
pelled him to restrun his resentment; and even 
early in his reign he saw himself obliged to re- 'wt. 
store to Zuric the county of Kyburg, for the 
espences of the preceding war, which he had '"2. 
been condemned to pay ; and soon after to 
mortgage the town of Winterthur, the last of 
the possessions of Austria in Helvetia, and ulti- 
mately to cede it altc^ether to the city of Zuric i*"- • 

Charles the Seventh, King of France, struck France, 
with admiration at the valour displayed by the , 
Confederates at the battle of St. Jacob, em- 
braced an early opportunity of offering an alli- 
ance, which was readily accepted by the eight 
cantons, and finally ratified at a congress held i4£i- 
at Soleure. Its conditions extended no further' 
than mutual friendship ; and one of the clauses 
stipulated, ' that the inhabitants and subjects 
' of the Swiss cantons should have free ingress 
' and ^ress throughout the kingdom of France, 

* with full liberty of commerce, and perfect se- 

* curity for their persons and property.' 

On the death of Charles, his son and sue- hci. 
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CHAP, cessor Lewis the Eleventh not only renewed th« 
.^r^io treaty, but sought every opportunity of form- , 
146?. ing a still closer union with a people whose bra- 
very he had personally witnessed, and whose 
services he moreover wanted against an aspiring 
adversary. . History has stamped his character 
as a ^chless, suspicious, and turbulent prince, 
whose designs were the more dan^pus, as the 
ineans he had recourse to were generally of a 
base and insidious nature. Before his accession, 
being at variance with his father, he had taken 
refuge at the court of the Duke of Burgundy ; 
but so far from establishing a friendly inter- 
course, or admitting impressions of gratitude 
for the kind reception he had there (net witb> 
be never ceased, by clandestine machinations, 
especially by the baneful arts of bribery, to ex- 
pose hini to inextricable difficulties, until he had 
actually completed his ruin.' To him chiefly 
if not solely is to be ascribed the war between 
the ill-fated Burgundian and the Swiss cantons. 
Charles Duke of Burgundy, the njost promi- 
nent persoaage in the tragical scene before us, 
was at one time one of the most powerful aj}4 
formidable among the princes of Christendom. 

' Charles VII., when he heard that his son had been 
kindly received at the court of Burgundy, observed, ' the 
' Duke of Burgundy does not know the dauphin; he 
* cheiishes a fgz who will oae duy devour his poultry.* 

He 
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Me possessed five dukedoms/ eight counties/ chap. 
and four other considerable territories.* His 
pecuniary means were ample, having, besides his 
ordinary revenues, obtained frequent grants 
and subsidies from his clergy and states ; and 
having moreover seized on a large fund vrhich 
pious Christians had cpUected and deposited 
at Auxone for the purposes of a crusade. His 
immoderate ambition inspired him vrith the 
project of extending his dominions from the 
German ocean to the Mediterranean, and estab- 
lishing a powerful kingdom in the heart of Eu- 
rope. With this view, he repeatedly possessed 
bimself of Lorrain, and endeavoured to extend 
. his authority over the ecclesiastical states on 
the Rhine ; but none, he saw, would oppose 
greater obstacle^ to his premeditated grandeur 
than the confederated cantons, the greatest part 
of which he considered as appendages to his 
hereditary dominions, and which therefore it 
Bppefirs to have been his prime object to sub- 
due. His personal courage and spirit of enter- 
prize had early procured him the appellations 
of hold and audacious, and his cruelty annexed 
to these the additional title of terrific. He had 

* Burgundy, Brabint, {imbut^, Luxembui^, Guiildta^. 

* Flandjers, Artois, Burgundy (since called Francbe Corc&i), 
Holland, Zealand, Hainaolt, Namur, and ZiiEphen. 

^ Fiiesland, Antwerp, Malines, ^d SaUnei. 

T9L. II. o been 
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CHAT, beea earl}' traioed to anasj aodj till he ea^ged 
t with the CoD&(leratei, bad met with no consi- 
derable check- Edward the Fourth, Kiog of 
England, wa« bis brother-ia-law. The Ihtke 
(»f Milan, Rco^ K.in^ of Sicilj* and Count of 
Pi'ovence, and JoUntha Dowager DiuJiess and 
administratrix of Savoj/ wei« his fiiends ; and 
all of these oecastonaUy becanie his allies, and 
either drew out in his favour, or helped to re- 
cruit his armies. His love of spleodoi shone 
forth in the magnificeoce of his equipages, his 
abundance of precious gems, and sumptuous 
apparel, all which he even took into the field, 
and which, by the powerful temptations they 
offered to his enemies^ contributed perhaps not 
a little to bis destruction. He was of a middle 
ftafure, dark complexion, and ctHomaBdiB^ 
hapect; vigilant, inured to all manner ofhard- 
diips, temperate, and, differing in ^is fr<^ 
Philip the Good,'' his fath»', true to his marriage 
vows. He is .the first who, while Count of 
Cliaroloia,' took a body of Swiss into his paj-; 
five hundred of them hating been eiuolled un- 
dn* one of his generals,^ and mavcfaed to the 

' Her .brother, Lewis XI. on receiving her id the year 
1478, MToan,laiieA her, ' Madtane ^ Bovrgogne, io^ la 
i^ veaiie.' 

'' The Good Fhiirp had BO less thaolbtirtera bastards. 

•TheDuketrfCaJabria. - : -, - -- 

, - - "Briny 
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army which he and oihet princes, confederated gtia9. 
under the name of tM iMigue of the Public .^o-y-*-* 
Goodi were coUectirig agaiiwrt France. ust, 

- Both Lewis, and his epileptic son Amadeus, sartr. 
Dukes of Sav&jt Vferc irom the situation of 
their territories, and the natwe of their varioui 
claims, ineviti^y engaged in frequent disputes 
wi^ ihe Swiss caatone, especially with Iforne, 
lAiefly concerning the boundaries of the Pays 
de Vaud, and the sovereignty of Friburg, tilt 
BOW an Ausb'ian-dspendevee. The burghers 
oftliiscityj disgusted by the insulting demea- 
nour of Duke Albert, brother to the emperor, 
who coToe among them merely to inveigle 
tkauvinto 'disputes with their neighbours, and 
finding' themselves moreover wholly unprotect- 
ed by *be princes of that house, resolved to ac- 
■ cept another sovereign. They hesitirted some 
time between the Dufcti bf Savoy and Berne; 
but at lengfti preferred the former,, on condi-' 
tion of his paying the sum of fifteen thonsand i4*ft 
florins to that canton, in consideration of its 
waving a previous contract, by which it was 
' to share in the sovereignty. The co-burgher- 
Ship between the two .cities was upon this oc^ 
casion renewed and solemnly attested. On the 1455. 
death of Lewis, Duke Amadeus being to« 
feeble to engage' in the complicated duties of 
goveruDient, ids eooaort Jolentha OBSumed 4he 
o 2 reins, ' 
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CHAP, reius, and retained them even after his death, 

IIL , . ' 

i.rf'-v-'o her son Philibert being at that time onlj seven 
■1472. yearsofage. Shewas frequently opposed/ but 
at times also supported, bythe Counts of Gene- 
va> Romont, and Bresse, the brethren of her 
late husband. The latter espoused tbe cause of 
the French king ; but Rotoootj aa well as the 
duchess, we shall often see taking an active part' 
in favour of the Burgundian^ in his wars 
against the Confederates. 

*™^ Galeazzo Maria Sforza, Duke of Milan, 

though he did not openly espouse the cause of 
Charles, never prevented his subjects from en- 
gaging in his service, and considerable bodies 
of them met with severe repulses in their at- 
tempts to penetrate through the Valais, in their 
way to the Burgundian army. He was not, 
however,so inimical to the Confederatesjbut that, 
for reasons which have not reached our know- 
'^ ledge, he accepted, and appears even -to have 
solicited, a treaty with the caatons^ which, un- 
146S. jgp ^g name of the Capitulate of Milan, pro- 
vided for the mutual security of the traders and 
itinerants of each contracting party, and trans'^ 
ferred the property of the vale Levina to the 
canton of Uri, which it has retained evea to 
our days. 

**"*"* Rene, of the house of Vsudemont, had, in 
the twenty-second year of his age, succeeded. 
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in Tight of hia mother, Jolantha of Anjou,' to chap. ' 
the duchies of Bar and Loiraia ; but was im- ^-'-v-^ 
mediately seized, together with his mother, by i^"- 
the audacious Charles, who coveted his domi- 
nions. They were indeed soon released, at the 
instance of Lewis the Eleventh, but it was not 
till after the untimely death of the usurper that 
he was allowed to retain quiet possession of his 
hereditary dominions. 

Besides the capitulate of Milan, the transfer Bomenic 
of the sovereignty of Fribui^ to the Duke of tions pre- 
Savoy, and of Kybui^, Thurgau, Rapperswyl; theww. 
and Winterthur, to the cantons, few othpr 
changes respecting the members of the confe- 
deracy took place in the interval between the 
civil and the BUrgundian wars, which may 
not be here passed over \^RoUy unnoticed 
Caspar de Landenberg, Abbot of St. Gallen, in 
a contest be had with his city, dreading lest its 
burghers should anticipate a league with the 
Confederates, and thus obtain an ascendency 
wbich might overpower him, resolved to take 
the lead, and hastily formed an union with Zu- 
ric, Lucern, Schwitz, and Glari^ by which he '^'* 
bound himself and all his vassals between the ' 
lakes of Constance and Zuric, to afford aid to 
the Confederates in all their emergencies, witb- 



' Skter to Margaret Queen of England. 
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chA^ in these limits, and to acce{)t the arbitratidn of 
*^.i^-y^ the four cantons in all contests in which the 
adverse party might appeal to them. The citjr« 
three years afW, followed his example, and 
farmed a perpetual league with six of the can- 
tons,'" in which mutual defence was stipulated, 
though with some limitations on the part of 
the cantons, and a manifest preference in theit 
favour in case of any difference between Ifac 
conb'acting parties. 

The country of Appenzel about die lama 
time entered into an alliance with the ancient 
11S2- cantons, Berne only excepted. It has ever 
since, in all its dangers, faithfully adhered to 
the confederacy ; and sixty years after it Wat 
admitted as the thirteenth canton in the Union. 

The city of Shaffhaiisen, which the Emperor 
' Lewis of Bavaria had mortgt^ed to the bouse 
of Austria, had at the time of the council of 
Constance been resumed by the Emperor Sigis- 
tnund, and restored to the empire. It was now 
once more claimed by Duke Sigismuod, who 
even obtained a mandate from the emperor his 
cousin, for being reinstated in the possession of 
it. The burghers would probably have sub- 
mitted, had not the nobles irritated them by 
anticipated insults, and thereby indticed them 

^ Zaiic, Seme, Lacern, Scbwitz, Zog, aod Gferis. 

8 to 
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to »licit an anion with the Confederates. < 
Their oSer was readily accepted by six of the '^ 
eantona," and on the league being proclaimed 
with great exultation in the city, an Austrian 
camp, which had already been pitched at 
their gates, withdrew with some precipitation, 
kst the Confederate) should compel that which 
they wished might be coaeidered ae a voluotuy 
act . ^ 

Rudolph Marquis of Hochberg, and Count 
tff I^feucfaattel. about this time, established a 
£o-bui^hership wiUi the canton of Berne, by 
which he freed himself frun the vassalage of the 
house of Chalons. Daring the wars that now 
impend^, be resided elaefly at Becne ; but it is 
somewha't remarkable that, with the approba- 
tion oflbe canton, he actuidly suffered his Son 
I^lip to asBsme aeommaBd in the Bui^nr 
dian army. 

The peace between Austria and the CoAfe- 
derate, received soon tftec a temporary inter- 
ruption by the act of Pilgrtoi de Heudorf, an 
Austrian nobleman, who retained a secret ani- 
mosity against the city of Shaffhausen oa ac- 
count of a legal decision, in which be consider- 
faimself to have' been aggrieved. He seized 
the burgomaster of the city, and detained him 

V Zuiic, hin&, Locenij UwlermMeo, Zag, and Claris. 



3U8 THE HISTORY OP 

ci^A?. in close confinement until he had paid a ran- 
'-""v"'^ som of eigteen hundred florins. Henry de' Re- 
jg;eslicim another of the duke's VASsals, about the 
same time, availed himself of a trifling dif- 
ference that had arisen in the city of Mulhau- 
sen ( which had two years before become an ally 
of Berne and Soleure) to arrai^ its magis- 
trates before an Atistrian bailiff in Alsace, who^ 
on their refusing to obey his summons, pro- 
ceeded'to open acts of hostilities. These inci- - 
dentK soon armed the whole Confederacy. A 
body of seven thousajid men collected from all 
the cantons, and matched into the Sundgait 
and the Black Forest, where, after destroying 
many castles and villages, they sat down before 
the town of Waldshut, and assailed it with un- 
abated vigour. They were on the point of re- 
ducing it, when terms of accommodation were 
ofiered by Austria, which being accepted, gave 
rise to the peace of Waldshut^ the conditions 
.of which were, that Austria should reimburse 
the eighteen hundred florina his vassal bad e:E- 
torted from- the burgbmaster of Shaffhausen, 
and indemnify the Confederates for the ex- 
pences of the war, by the sum of ten thousand 
florins to be paid at stated periods, the towns of 
the. Black Forest being made over as securities 
for the performance of these conditions. 
Sigismund could ill brook the repeated inju- 
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ries he had sustained oil the part of the Confe- ' 
derates, and was moreover unable to raise the %i 
sums which by the late treaty he had bound 
himself to disburse. Prompted both by re- < 
sentment and necessity, he resolved to seek aid 
of some ' neighbouring potentate. From his 
cousin the emperor he had little expectation, 
knowing his natural apathy, and the many 
other adversaries he had to contend with ; and 
being moreover conscious that the offence he 
had given, by the preremptory claim he had 
made of his father's dominions, had not yet 
been obliterated. He hence resorted in perscm 
to the court of the French king, not doubting, 
from his conduct in the war of Zuric, that 
be would gladly contribute to check the pro- 
gress of the aspiring Confederates : but the 
artful Ijewis had very different objects in view. 
Besides the admiration he had conceived of the 
Swiss, he had determined to cultivate their 
friendship, in order to oppose them to' the 
Duke of Burgundy, whose actual , power, and - 
manifest projects of further a^randizeraent 
had abundantly alarmed his apprehensions. 

Having failed in this attempt, Sigistnund im- 
mediately repaired to Arras, vfhere he met the 
•Duke of Burgundy, who, not having yet ex- 
perienced the dangers of a contest with the 
Swiss, readily listened to his proposals, and 
gladly 
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CHAP, gladly, accepted of a mortgage he <^eredhiat 

o^v^^ of the counties of Pfirt, Sundgau, Brt^tij Al- 
ace, and the foar forest towns, for the loan of 
eighty thousand flimns, which Churles immedi- 
ately deposited. Besides the argent waot he 
had of this supply, the Austrian moreovo' was 
■well aware that the contiguity of these lerrito- 
Tie» to the bouodariee of the Swiss would soon 
bring on disseosions, which he doubted not 
would end in an open rupture. The Confede- 
rates soon perceived the drift oftHis tratuactioo, 
and endeavoured to avert the danger, by sending 
tiheir co^buigher, the Count of Neuchattel, to 
conciliate the friendship of Charles, and offer a 
foeaty at least of amity, if not of mutual de- 
fence. The duke not only rejected the over- 
tures, but sent a governor to his new-acquired 
territories, whom he knew to be an iaveterate 
enemy to the Swiss, and who, he was certain, 
would soon occasion discontents, and raise coin- 
motioDs of which he meant to avail himself. 
147a The Swiss now shewed very little reluctance 
in accepting a new treaty offered them by the 
King of France, which was confirmed at Beme, 
and ratified at TOurs on the twentieth of Octo- 
ber, and according to which both parties, con- 
udering the Duke of Buigundy as a comnMD 
enemy, solemnly bound- themselves to afford 
faim no mann^ of atsistaocc. This tiiUy an- 
swered 
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iweredthepurposeofthecraHy Lewis, sincetln cha^. 
pretence thereby afforded, greatly accekrated i^f-v^M* 
the stispB Charles had loQg Bieditated against the 
Confederates. 

Pet« de Hagenbach, the prefect the Duke of 
Bui^ndj sent to govern his new terrhtNTJes on 
the Rhine, soon betrayed a disposition which 
alarmed both the people of those provinces and 
their neighbours. Besides the violences ho 
himself committed, he countenanced all those 
ofothers.whofi-equentlydetainedand plundered 
travellers, and openly encouraged the inhabit- 
ants of the districts contiguous to the territories 
of Berne and Soleure, to molest their nei^-* 
hours, and even vindicated the audacity of «omo 
who raised Burgundian colours in the bailiwick 
of Shenkenburg, belonging to Berne. Pilgrim 
de Heudorf, who continued to harass the peo- 
ple of Shaffhausen, hiul recently seized near 
Brisach some Swiss merchants, whom, having 
stripped them of their effects, he detained in a 
castle until they were forcibly released by the 
burghers of Strasburgh, . who reprobated such 
^vanton breaches of public faith. This ruffian, 
the lawless Hagenbach not only tolerated, but 
even encour^ed in his acts of depredations : 
he moreover publicly declared^ that his master 
meant shortly to attack the Swiss : and insi- 
nuated that he hid been promised the couptiea 

of 
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CHAV. of Lenzburg, Thun and Nidau, as a reward 
>.^-y^^ for his faithful and important services. The 
duke himself, in fact, declared, through his am- 
bassadors, at a diet held at Lucern in the month 
^ 'of May, tiiat he had taken Sigismund of Aus- 
tria uader his immediate protection, and that he 
should uphold him as well as Hageobacfa, Heii- 
dorf, and the other obnoxious lords, in all their 
iniquitous proceedings. 

Lewis saw with exultation the flames kindling,' 
and white he was making repeated treaties with 
Charles, neglected no means which might ac- 
celerate the explosion. Gold was his best ad- 
vocate, and he was not sparing of it to the un- 
guarded Confederates. This motive, and the 
frequent provocations they had experienced, 
failed not to urge them, chiefly however at the 
M74. instigation of Benie, to enter into a third lei^e 
withLewis. Tbistreatywasparticularlylevelled 
at the Burgundian duke, and contained both of- 
fensive and defensive clauses. It regulated the 
pay of the Swiss who might he induced to en- 
ter into the service of France : Lewis promised 
besides to deposit annually at Lyons the sum of 
twenty thousand livres, to be distributed among 
the differentxantons ; and agreed, that in case 
the Confederates ^ould be at war with the 
duke, and the king should not be abl&to assist' 
them with forces, he would, besides the above 
subsidy. 
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subsidy, cause to be paid to them evei7 three, 
tnonths, twenty thousaod florii^s^ as long as the 
said war shoii^ last. . The CanfcuderateB, lastly, 
engaged, in case of a war, Hot.-to make pesice 
witii-the duke, without C0Dlpx.isiDg the intcreatt 
of the Mug } he binding himself reciprocally tv 
the f&ithful observance of a gimilar conditioih 

Notwithstanding this close alUduce, the Gott' 
federates we^e still averse to conuuejice the 
war, which Lewis ao streni^ouily endeavoured 
to foment. Charles having- jnesMved io visit hia 
newly acquired dominions, came with a nume- 
rous aud splendid retinue to ^ri^ch, »nd was 
there met by deputies from ^^oe, Soleuie and 
Friburg, who had been ig^tr^li^d to rpnuiB-f 
strate against the conduct of, Hagenbach, Heu- 
dorf, and the other oppressive noblee, whom 
^e duke had taken under-^is immedil^te pror 
tection ; to remind hjm .^.the friendly inter- 
course that had long subsisted between them 
and the sovereigns of 3u^undy ; and to re^ 
quest proper redress, and a return of confidence 
and friendship : , btit their remonstrances made 
no impression ^upon the obdurate prince. He 
received the deputies with austere reserve ; 
would not suffer them to address him but ou 
their knees; and dismissed them at Dijon 
(whither they had followed him, in hopes of 
softening him by their obsequious perseve- 
rance) without deigning to' give them any 
answer. 
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OHAR sniw^r." Lewis now coocerred ' a project 
I wbicb, not Buay yean before, would haTo 
been deemed ^repesteroas, if pot impracticaMe. 
He caused a proposal to be msde lor an alli- 
auce between Austria and the cantons : he was 
probity apprised that Sigismnndj who had 
severely felt the power of the Ctmfederates^ 
would'be glad by such a compact to secore the 
retaaind^of his domiaioaa egaiost all dangers 
' from that quarter ; and on the other hand, he 
had just reason to expect that the cantons 
' would readily accede,- in order to establish a 
quiet possession of the territories' they had- 
wrested from Austria, and for which they had 
been ineessantty smuggling for upwards of 
h^f a century. He had moreover fair hoped 
tiiat Sigismund, having no&in^ to fear on ihti 
part of Helvetia, wouM instantly restune his 
mori^a^ of the eoonties on the RUincj which 
Chuies he knew would be unwilling to sur- 
render; and thus he had no donbt that he 
riwuld eventuaHy excite an additional and very 
unexpected enemy to his formidable adversary. 
Through his contrivanfee, and a proper appli- 
cation of pecuniary inducements, a congress 
actually met at Constance, wh«'e Si^smund at- 
tending in person, met the plenipotentiaries of 
King Lewis, the Count Pialatine, the Margrave 

" On this, or perhaps some other occasion, the Swiss de? 
puties assured the dnke that the whole riches of their country 
^notexceed in value the biidlei and ituiups of his cavalry. 
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of BsJen, the Biflhepa of ^rasbuTg and Basle, char 
th« HMgistrates or deputies of the cantou, and • 
A08e of the pfineipal cities in Ateace a«d aXoag 
the Rhine, vluch latter hod now formed aa 
B^ion siace knownby the name of the Lowo- 
League.'^ Thefirstobject here wasthe alliance 
between Austria and the CoofederateE, vbich, 
under the name of the HeredUfxry Unim, was Kered;iur 
fipeedil)' drawn up, accepted, and finally nitit tv^enAu- 
6ed, or rather guaranteed, bj King Lewis, attheCoofe- 
Senlis, oathe deventh of June. Its condkiom 
extended to mutual defence and freedom of in- 
iercourse, and likewise the amicable adjintmcat 
of any difference that mi^it arise between the . . 
jurties. Anetl^r, and likewise a defensive 
treaty, was at the same. time ent^a-ed into at 
this congress, between Duke Sigismund, the ' 
Helvetic Confederacy, and the cities «f the 
lower league, the chief object of which was td 
restrain the outrages still daily' practised by 
Hagenbach and his odims accomplices. Thm 
by one of ^lose singular combinations of events 
In which history abounds, did the very sanve 
people, which had stripped the house of Aus- 
tria of all lis hereditary territories in Helvetia, 
join now in an ei^ageroent to protect that very- 
house, in the possession of dominions which it 
badnecenlly mor^aged for the means of can-y*^ 
iag on a war agihnst tiiemscAves. . . 

. !t Strasburg, Basle, Colmar, Shlwtad, Monbilliard, &c. 

The 
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CHAP.. , The cities of Strasburg. and B»le having adr 
> vanced the sums required, for ihe repayment 
of which Lewis made himself riesponsible, Sigis- 
mund deposited at Bssle the eighty thousand 
florins lent him by the Duke of Burgundy, ap> 
prising him at the same time, that he shoul4 
now resume the mortgaged provinces, t^nd that 
he meant immediately to enter into the. posses- 
sion of them. Charles, as King Lewis expect- 
ed, rejected the offer with disdain, pretending, 
, among other evasive pleas, that the loan was to 
be refunded at Besan^on, and not at Basle. 

Hagenbach in the mean time, whether in- 
structed, or elated by the favour and counte- 
nance he had experienced from his master dur- 
ing bis late visit, bad laid aside all ntoderation^ 
and even the very semblance of justice. He 
insulted the cities of Basle and Strasburg, over 
which he had no legal jurisdiction, and threat- 
ened to send them Burgundian garrisons. The 
people of Mulhausen, who were in close alliance 
with the Confederates, be harassed by every 
species of insult he could devise ; he introduced 
into his towns bodies of Flemish mercenaries, ■ 
who committed all manner of outrage ; be even, 
in the wantonness of unlimited power, abridged 
the nobles of their privileges ; and thus uniting 
all ranks against him, brought on bis own riiin, 
and prepared iha^ of his master, who may well 
b« 
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be held up as a warning to princes who think chap. 
they may with impunity sport with the feeUngs s 
of their people; 

The atrocious governor, however, soon per- 
ceived that a storm was gathering,, and with a 
view to insure a string retreA, threw himself, 
with four hundred of his hirelings^ into the 
town ,of Brisach, which he ordered to be 'sc' 
cured by strong fortifications. In this he found 
himself obstructed by the inhabitants, who 
moreover, conceiving themselves po longer 
amenable to his authority, seized his person in 
the name of their rightful sovereign, and cast 
him into . a dungeon. Sigismund was no 
sooner apprized of this decisive measure than 
he repaired to Brisach, and received the joyful 
homage of his former subjects. Here a mes^ 
^age was also brought him from Duke Charles* 
upbrdding him with a breach of faith, and de- 
nouncing vengeance in case he should dare to 
proceed to extremities with his conlidentiat 
servatit. Sigismund however, equally regard- 
less of bis reproofs and menaces, proceeded to 
appoint a tribunal for the trial of the execrated 
tyrant, to which, in order to involve other 
states besides himself in the event, he invited 
magistrates from the cities of the lower feague, 
and more particularly from the confederate can- 
,toas. Hagenbach was arraigned i° the morn- 
voL. n. p ing 
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CBAt. lag of the ninth of May. Some charges of o^ 
v,^-,'^*^ pression he anawered, by adducing the expTcss- 
orders of the duke his master ; others be ex» 
tcnuated by aUegtng the provocations that had 
compelled him to use severity ; and those of 
rapes and wantonness he retorted upCHi his 
judges, asserting that he had done no more than 
they themselves duly practised, adding, that as 
to the former imputation he had never found 
it necessary to use violence. His trial lasted 
the whole day: in the evening he recdved sen- 
tence of death } and was beheaded in the night, 
by tcMTch-light, 

Charles £red with indignaticm at this pro- 
ceeding : yet, having greater projects in view 
than merely that of avenging the death of an 
obnoxious mimoo, he .checked his passion, and 
even sent to the Swiss a condliatory message, 
representing to them the impolicy of their pre- 
ferring a hew ally, sach as the house of Austria, 
which had for centuries been their relentless 
foe, to an ancient friend and confederate like 
lumself ; TCBiiBdiog them of the good under- 
standiog that had so long subsisted between 
them and himself as well as his* ancestors ; inti- 
mating how -hostile the King of France, while 
dauphin, had been towards them in their dvil 
war ; and assur^g tfaem, that he had always 
■ been ready to restore the mor^aged territories, 

had 
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bad ^ijpjtniind fulfilled the conditions of the ch*^' 
contract ; and that as to any misconduct of Ha- ^ 
genbach, faewould have given ample Eatisfaction, 
had an appeal been made to 'hb justice. The - 
Swm however recollected the treatment of their 
dq>uties at Brisacfa, and paid no regard to these 
^cious professions, which they considered as 
mere pretences' in order to gain time for hostile 
preparations. Charles could not so wholly sup- 
press hisfirescntment, but that he seized on the 
person of Henry Count of Wurtemberg, who 
had been accessary to the death of his favourite; 
and summoned his town of Monbelliard, which 
however prepared for a vigorous resistance* 
The Berners seeing their own peril in the dan- 
ger that menaced this neighbouring city, which 
they considered as a key to their own country, 
declared that they took it under their immediate 
protection ; and in this they were followed by 
the rest of the c4ntons. 

Charks was now at open war with Lewis ( 
but having prevailed upon Edward the Fourth 
of England to take an active part in the contest, 
and even to invade the kingdom of Prance, he 
found himself at full liberty to pursue the favou- 
rite plan he had for some time had in contem' 
plation, of extending his dominions on the side 
of the empire. One of the previous steps to- 
wards the a^^tainment of this object,be conceived 
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CHAP. Id .be the securing an ascendency ovdr the ccclc' 
orvw uastical states on the Rhine ; and with this view 
he sent to Cologne to demand the advocacy of 
that metropoUtaA see, being supported in hia 
chum by the concurrence of the archbishop,'* 
who was then' at, variance with his chapter. 
Having however received a formal refusal, he 
advanced irom Maestricht with an army of 
axxy thousand men, and besieged the town of 
Nuys, not doubting that the reduaion^of that 
adjacent fortress would intimidate the chapter 
into compliance. Charles, it must be owned, 
betrayed in the wholeof this transaction a want 
of s;^acity unworthy of his other great taknts ; 
gince it appears manifest that had he at that 
time, or even after he raised the siege of Nuys, 
joined his forces to those of Edward, he would 
infallibly have overpowered an enemy, who in 
the' set^ud proved the chief cause of his disasters; 
whcr«« by admitting a prolongation of the war 
between England and France, opportunities 
were afforded to Lewis to apply his usual and ' 
most effective weapon, which the English cour- 
tiers knew not how to resist. A proper distri- 
bution of gold soon freed him from an invader, 
who had espoused the cause with little alacrity, 
and was ill prepared to maintain it through a 
period of any length. 

'* Rupert Count Palatine. 

The 
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The siege of Nuys, which detained the duke <mf». 
a whole year, and the instigations and fair pro- s^-f<^ 
mises of King Lewis, who gave ht^)es <^ ample 
supplies, which he never meant to accomplish* 
drew out the emperor against the Burgundian z 
but Charles knowing the want of energy of that 
monarch, and the many impediments that 
cramped his operations, was by no means di- 
verted by this new semhlance of resistance frora 
prosecuting his favourite design. He resolved 
upon a diversion against the cities of the lower 
league, and sent the Count de Blamont with a 
tody of six thousand carvalryinto theSundgau, 
where, after ravaging the ©pen country, they 
took, pillaged, and burnt, upwards of thirty vil- 
lages, and returned Into Upp^ Burgundy load- 
ed with spoils extorted from innocent victims. 
This near approach of hostile arms at length 
afforded matter of seripus consideration to the 
Confederates;: they held a meeting at Lucern, 
and were there met by the representatives of 
the Empecor, the King of France, the Duke of 
Austria, various .neighbouring princes and [we- 
Jates, and the cities of the lower league. All 
these urged abundance of persuasive arguments 
to impel the Confederates to a declaration of 
war, fordbly pointing out the danger of delay 
when an attack was manifestly intended, and 
^roDgly insisting upoji the certainty of success, 
when 
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CKAP. when 60 many powerful and steady allies co- 

^.rf-v-*-' operated. At length, overcome by persuasiwis* 

and stunned as it were by importunities atid 

fair promiKS, they on the twenty-sevoith of 

October, still bowever with reluctance, drew 

^^' ^P ^^^^'* (Icclai'At^o") ^"(^ Sd^ i^ ^o t'>^ Count 
de Blamoot, who conveyed it to the duke at his 
camp before Nuys. Charles received it with 
disdain. After a long pause, bis rage preventing 
his utterance, he at length, being well apprized 
which of the cantons had chiefly contributed to 
this bold resolve, exclaimed, *Oh,Berne, Beme^ 
and shewed symptoms of resentment whidk 
struck all around him with terror. 

The Berners now took the field with thcit 
allies of Friburg, Soleure, and Bienne, and in- 
vested Hericourt, one of the mortgaged towns 
near Monbelliard, which Charles had grant«l to 
Thibaud of Neuchattel, then marshal of Bur- 
gundy. Here they were joined by the rest of 
the cantons, Underwalden only excited, wfanck, 
having still some poiots in dispute with the 
Duke of Austria, refused to partidpate in this 
tvar. Notwithstanding an attempt made by a 
strong body of Burgundians to rdieve the town, 
it surrendered after a siege of fourteen days, 
and was restored to the Duke of Austria. 
M7S. A body of Berners, with some men of Lucem 
and Soleure, early in the succeeding month c€ 
February^ 



THE HELTETIC COJJFBDERACT. *»$ 

February, forced, thdr way through the Jfun, crtAP. 
and took posseswon of Pontarlia" in Upper Bur- v^-yV 
gundy. They here repcHed an attack of a mudi 
superior force of Burguncfians ; burnt the town 
and casde; and returned into the Pays de Vaud, 
wiiere the Count of Rmnont had collected 
£3rce&, and with die concurrence of fobntha of 
Savoy, his sister-inJaw, and of two Counts of 
ChaloDS, who had engaged in the service of 
Charles, had commenced open hostilities agunst 
the Confederates. Among the several towns 
which they took,'^ none made so vigorous a re- 
nstance as Oibe, the garrison of which, consist- 
ing chiefly of nobles, after burning the town, 
when they found tbey could no longer d^end 
it, retired into the castle. This strong post the 
Confederates immediately stormed, and having ' 

entered it, cast many of the lords over the battk- 
ments into the burning ruins, and put the re?- 
munder to the sword. In a subsequent inroad 
into this country, the Confederates marched as 
jar as Lausanne, which th^ laid under contrI> 
bution } and threatened the city of Geneva, 
which warded off the blow by agreeing to pay 
i. ransom of tweoty-six thousand florins. -■ 

Charles meanwhile, having the emperor with 
3n army of eighty ^ousand' men, and, by tlie 

" Granson, Orbe, Montagny, Ecballeiu ; all belon^og 
icj the Counts of Chalons. 

retreat 
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CHAP, ntreat of King Edward, the whole force of the 
.^r-v^ French monarch, in the field against him ; hav- 
ing moreover the Duke of Lorrain to contend 
with, who, under pretence of a breach of pro- 
mise, but chiefly at the instigation of Lewis, had 
made an iiwoad into the duchy of Luxem< 
burg ; sedng likewise the dangers to which his 
frontiers towards Swisserland were exposed, 
thought it high time to free himself from some 
of the numerous enemies that now surrounded 
him. He found the least difficulty with the 
emperor, who was never earnest in the cause. 
A truce was concluded by the mediation of the 
pope's legate, on the twenty-fifth of May, by 
vhich Frederick engaged to abandon the grand 
alliance, and the duke agreed to raise the ^ege 
of Nuys, and to forsake the cause of the Arch- 
tnshop of Cologne, whom he had engaged to 
support in his contest with his chapter. 

The proud Charles condescended now also to 
demand an armistice firom the French monarch. 
Nothing had ever gratified Lewis so much as 
the intdligence of the attacks made upon Bur- 
gundy by the Confederates. He saw now the 
prospect of a speedy completion of his deep-laid 
project ; and, having purchased a peace with 
^ Edward, he thought h& might safely rely upon 
the Swiss for the final destruction of his rival, 
yithout invcJvIng himself in the dangers of thp 
bloody 
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bloody war, which he' well knew must precede chap. 
that wished-for event. He readily accepted the- ^^-v-^ 
offer; of Charles, and, forgetting altogether his 
solemn engagement with the cantons not to 
enter into any treaty with the duke without 
their participation, concluded a nine years truce» 
which was ratified at Soleure on the thirteenth 
of September. The 'crafty monarch knowing 
that Charles meant now to direct his whole 
power agunst the Swiss, expressed his surprise 
that he had not demanded a longer term, ^ for,' 
said, he, * the duke is little aware what people 
.* he is going to contend with, nor what a rod 
* ie has prepared for his own back.' 

•Sigismund, though he did not formally re- 
nounce the grand alliance, yet ,by the defection 
of the emperor his cousin, was deprived not 
only of the means, but also of the inclination, 
to cr-operate effectually in promoting the pur- 
poses for which it had been formed ; and thus, 
when the Confederates saw the whole power of 
Burgundy coming forth against them, they look- 
ed round them, and found themselves wholly 
deserted by all the allies (the lower league only 
excepted) at whose instigation they had exposed 
•themselves to the threatening storm. No com- 
ment is here necessary. The facts themselves 
will suggest abundance of reflections, which 
■Iiave been amply expatiated upon by all the 
Swiss 
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Smss historians. Little indeed can be-^id in 
extenuation of these instances of perfidy in men 
who are deemed the fountain of honour : but 
it must be owned that we db not read of muiy 
kings like Lewis the Eleventh. 

Charles having thus freed himself from what 
he considered the most powerful of his anta- 
gonists, began his schemes of vengeance against 
the Duke of Lorrain, the first victim of Lewis's 
treachery. In a short space of time he over-ran 
the [whole, duchy } attacked and took Nancy, 
into which, on the thirtieth of Novemtter, he 
made a triumphal entry ; and obliged the hap- 
less Rene to seek his personal safety by flight. 
IXiring the progress of this conquest, Charles 
took the town of Brie, in which he found two 
hundred and fifty Swiss, whran, contrary to the 
terms of capitulation, he caused to be hanged 
under its walls. In the month of January he 
repaired to Besan5on, where he immediately 
made preparations for the formidable attack he 
meditated against the Confederates. 

Charles was too impatient to wait for the re- 
turn of spring : he quitted Bensan90n on the 
MXth of February; and on the twdfth appeared 
before Orbe, and spread a numerous host aft 
over the adjacent country. The Confederates 
lost no time in assembling their forces. They ' 
jnet from all quarters : Berne md Fribarg sent 
, garrison^ 



THE HELVETIC OONFEOEftACY. . 42/ 

garrison* to Iverdun and Granson j but finding chap. 
that the former post conid not be maintained, 
tiey removed their men to Granson, where pre- 
parations were made for a very vigoroas de- 
fence. The duke led his army '^ before this 
place on the nineteenth, and established lus 
magnificent camp on the accliTities around it. 
On the- twenty-fifth he carried the town by 
storm, but had not as yet made any impression 
upon the castle. The Confederates, under Ni- 
cholas de Shamachthal and John de Hallwy), 
were encamped at Morat, and were vntiting for 
additional reinforcements before they would 
venture to relieve the place, which they weU 
knew might hold out some time longer. Charles, 
exasperated at the delay opposed to his progress 
by so insignificant an obstacle, had recourse to 
treachery. He sent into the garrison an emis- 
sary, to acquaint them that the Confederates 
were in the utmost discord, that the Burgun- 
dians had taken and burnt Friburg, and that 
3erDe was on the point of sharing the same fate j 
and likewise to admonish them to accept of their 
free dismissal, which the duke was willing to 
aUow them if they would immediately surreo* 
der. Th^ garrison hinted at the example o£ 
^ie; bat the emissary vindicated his master by 

" Historians differ wJdelf concerning the numbo's of 
^is army : some make it amount to 100,o6o ; none make 
\i leis than 50,000. 

Specious 
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CHAP. Specious pretences and solemn assererations i 
•---v-^ and positively declared that no harm should be- 
fall them, if they reposed full confidence in the 
duke's honour and m^nanimity. 

Thus influenced they surrendered, and march- 
ed out on the twenty-seventh of February ; but 
scarce had they passed the gates when they were 
seized, bound, and led through the camp among 
the scoffs/and insults of the whole army. On 
the next morning four hundred and fifty of 
them were hanged on the trees round the town ; 
and on the succeeding day, one hundred and 
fifty more, being the remainder of this devoted 
band, were carried out in boats and sunk in the 
lake. This atrocious deed, whilst it drew upon 
the perfidious duke the exetration of his foes, 
did by no means add to the love of those who 
were wilUng to befriend him. 
B»«ie of The Swiss army meanwhile, which now con- 
sisted of near twenty thousand men, had march- 
ed round the lake to Neuchattel, and on Satur- 
day the third of March arrived at Vaumarcus, 
where they began skirmishing with the Bur- 
gundian outposts, and encountered a battery 
which they could not silence. The report of 
the artillery brought the duke instantly out of 
his intrenched camp. His van, consisting of 
ten thousand Lombards and Savoyards, was led 
by Anthony and Baldwin, two bastards of Bur- 
gundy, and the Prince of Orange ; he headed 
th§ 
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the main body himself; and the rear he en- chap. 
trusted to John Duke of Cleves. The ground w-v^ 
was very uneven, and so Intersected by torrents 
and ravines, as wholly to preclude the use of 
heavy cannon. The bai^ners of Schwitz and 
Thun formed the van of the confederate army, 
and took an advantageous post on an eminence. 
They were soon joined by those of Berne and 
Friburg. As they approached the enemy, they, 
according to their usual practice, fell on, their ■ 
knees to implore a blessing from on high. 
The Burgundians, imagining this detachment 
to be the whole of the army, mistook their act 
of devotion for an offer of surrender. Their 
first attack discovered 'their error ; they were 
repulsed with loss ; and their leaders, percerv- 
ing how unfavourable the spot was for military 
evolutions, ordered their ranks to retreat, in , 
order to allure the Confederates to a more ad- 
vantageous ground. At this instant came for- 
ward more of the confederate banners, and the 
feigned retreat of the Burgundians was soon 
converted into a real flight ; they fell back 
upon their^ main body, and threw it into the 
utmost confusion. The duke flew amoog the 
disordered ranks, exclaimed that the retreat of 
the van was a mere stratagem, and used every 
effort to restore order and coniidence ; but all 
in vain: more of the Swiss banners came in 
sJght, 
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CHAP, ^bt, and a general treiudation seized the 
whole : they gave way on all sides ; and, not 
even tAisting to the security their strcmg camp 
might have afforded, fled in all directions. 

Thus did the Confederates, in a few hours, 
and with the loss of only fifty men, obtain a 
complete victory } and, the whole Burgundian 
camp having &llen into their hands, they ac- 
quired a booty of which there is scarce an in- 
stance in history. Here they found abundance 
of ammunition and provi^ons ; one hundred 
and twenty pieces of ordnance,'' most of them 
culverines; four hundred magnificent tentst, 
someof »lk lined with velvet,.and embroidered 
with gold and peark ; tix hundred richly de* 
corated flags. In the duke's tent they found 
the largest i^amond at that time known to 
exist ; '^ a precious jewel called the three brethren } 

'1 Laa^ mcndons 420; bat this number an>can bigUr 
improbable. 
, " Watteville traces tbeprogressof this diamond through^ 
various bands, irom Will.de Diesbach, who hesays bought 
it in 1492 for 5O0O florins, to those of the Duke of Milan, 
who sold it to Pope Julius II. by whom and his snccessors 
it has ever after been worn as the chief ornament of the 
papal crown. Du Fresnofi the editm- of the Mem. of 
Phil, de Comines, positively asserts that it is the well- 
known Sinrj', the second diamond in the crown of the 
French king. And Meister, in his Hanptszenen, vol. i. 
p. 99, mentions a MSc. of Job. Jac. Tuggn, in the Electoral 
Library 
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a. sword set with, seven great tSamoDds, seven chap. 
mbies^ and fifty peark ; his |^te, sud to have ^^-v-^ 
beet) upwards of fourfaundredpoundsinwcight; 
great stc»:ea of rich carpets and tapestry ; his 
golden seal, and the whole of his chancery, llie 
ncAiles, who vied with each other in sumptuous 
attire and etiu^ge, lost all their effects > ncs* 
' could the many merchants, and upwards of 
three thousand women, who attended the camp, 
save any of their property. The loss in men 
did not exceed two thousand, but it would 
have been greater had the Swiss had any ca- 
valry.'!' The duke estimated his own loss at 

lobntry of Bavaria, tn which the writer says, that thb 
diamond, together with other precious gems, bad been 
purchased by one of his ancestors ; atid that, coining to 
lum by inheritance, he had sold it to Henry VIII. King 
of Englafidi and that Philip, husband toQueen Mary, had 
taken it with him to Spain ; so that it has in fact returned 
to the descendants of Duke Charles. The pains that have 
been taken to ascenain which of these accounts is true, 
have hitherto proved iuefiectual. 

'9 Phil, de Comines pretends that the duke lost only 
seven men; but thisianbt the only instance of his want of 
accuracy. He expatiates on the gross simplicity of the 
. Swiss in estimatiug the value of their booty. The plate, 
, he Says, they sold for pewter j a rich embroidered tent they 
cut and portioned out in small pieces ; the soldier who 
iound the great diamond tossed it about as a thing of no 
value, and at length sold it to a priest for oni florin, who 
afterwards parted with it for three livres. Happy, had 
thi« people always continued in such an ignorance of the 
fictitiouc value of objects^ that confer no real distinction. 

. on 
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CHAP, one million of florins, and the whole booty U 
\^~r-^ said to have amounted to thrice that value. But 
the greatest loss of all was the loss of reputation^ 
"Hie name of Charles no longer struck terror 
around him : his allies became lukewarm ; the 
Duke of Milan and the King of Sicily, the latter 
of whom had made a will in ^vour of Charles, 
publicly deserted him ; even Jolantha wavered 
in her fidelity, and suffered her brother-in-law, 
the Count of Bresse, to seize on twenty thou- 
sand crowns which Charles had entrusted to 
one of his nobles for the purpose of levying 
recruits in Savoy and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces. 

The triumph of the Swiss suffered no small 
abatement when they approached Granson and 
saw the suspended bodies of their friends and 
countrymen, and those which had been thrown 
up lifeless on the shore. They collected thor 
lamentable remains, and, with mournful obse- 
quies, committed them to the earth in the ceme- 
tery of the unshod Carmelites. The castle was 
immediately reduced, and the Burgundians who 
were found in it were hung on the same trees, 
and by the same halters, that bad been &tal to 
their too credulous countrymen. The (^iptain 
and some nobles they spared, and exchanged 
them with the few prisoners the duke had made 
in the early part of this unfortunate expedition. 
Having 
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Having as usual remained three days on the field char 
of battle, the greatest part chose to return to i-rv-**/ 
their homes, to receive the congratulations of 
their friends, and to exhibit the rich spoils a 
few hours of weH'-cimed intrepidity had procur- 
ed them. 

Charles after the battle fled to Joigni on 
Mount Jura, and thence to Nozeroy in Upper 
Burgundy, where those around him saw him 
fitung with shame, and so torn with vindirtive , 
rage, as to shew evident marks of d^iriumj 
which, a contemporary author says, never aft«r 
forsook him.*" Here, however, be remained 
not long inactive; but, eagerly bent on revenge, 
he resolved to m^ke every effort to retrieve his 
tost power and reputation. He sent ao obse- 
quious message to the King of France to re- 
quest his further observance <rf the truce. Lewis, - 
who had removed to Lyons, in order to be near 
the scene of action, and had received the intel- 
ligence of the victory of Granson with public 
marks of exultation, knew that, if suffered to ' 
"proceed, Charles would not desist from his VMa 
attempts against the Swiss, until reduced to 
utter ruin. He hence solemnly'promised to 

'" * A bien dire la veritc, je croy que jamais depnis il 
n'eut rentendement si bon qti'il avoti eu auparavant cettc ■ 
bataille.' Phil, de Comines, 1. v. c, 3. , 

■ VOL. II. <i_ adhere 
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CHAP, adhere fxIthfbUy to his engagement i while i< 
' the same time, to prevent the Confederates from 
listening to any offers of accommodation, h$ 
sent tbem private but false assurances, that he 
meant to make a powerful diversion in their 
favour. 

On the fourteenth of May, Charles had al- 
ready assembled an army of sixty thousand 
men at Lausanne, near one half of which had 
been raised in Lombardy, Savoy, and Pi'ovence, 
and was even joined by a body of English ad* 
venturers : he collected all the metal that could 
be found, and caused one hundred and fifty 
cannon to be cast. Under the influence of such 
an army the Count of Romont found it an easy 
matter to recover most of the places in the Pays 
de Vaud, which the Confederates had taken 
from him and the nobles in alliance with him. 
Charles moreover promised to put him in poi- 
^essioB of the city of Berne: he also engaged to 
deliver Frfeurg to the duchess, and portione4 
«ut among his noUlity all the valuable domains 
he was- confident of wresting from the Confe- 
4erates. TheseXonfederates meanwhile held a 
diet at Lucern, on the fifteenth of the month, 
in which they made various necessary arrange- 
ments for their defence. One thousand foot, 
Tfith some horse, were sent to Friburg, ont 
thousand to Granson, and fifteen hundred tt> 
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Moral, under the conduct of Adrian de Buben- chap. 
berg of Berne, a veteran knight and experien- •s.^-y-^ 
ced commander. This town being the key to 
their country, the Berners amply supplied it 
with every means of defence. Bubenberg en- 
couraged his men by pointing out to them the 
ample provision that had been mftde for their 
safety; but he strictly ordered every one of 
them if he should observe the least symptom of 
fear in another, to stab him without mercy or 
delay; and not to spare even him, should he 
give the least cause to suspect his firmness. 

Duke Charles began his march with the main 

part of his army " on the twenty-seventh of 

May, and on the tenth of June arrived near 

Morat. On the following day he invested the 

town, and so effectually surrounded it, as tO 

leave no outlet except on the side of the lake, 

■where, having no vessels, he could not complete 

the blockade. Bubenberg, no ways dismayed 

at the approach of so formidable a host, repelled 

the first assailants, and took some prisoners, 

' from whom he collected the intentions of the 

duke. These he commi^nicated to the council 

■ at Berne, and desired that no hasty steps should 

' be taken for his relief, since he was certun that 

he could prolong the siege till all the Confcdfe- 

" Phil, de Comines says, thai this army consisted of only 
twenty 'thTeethousand e£Fecttve men, besides cannoneers. 

(1.3 rates . 
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rates were met, and a auffidentforce had asBftn- 
Ued to insure a victory. Berne sent immediately 
between five and six thousand men to secure 
the passes at Gumminen, and over the Sense ; 
and by a general alaYm called together the 
^hole force of the canton. 

The duke, in disposing his troops round Mo> 
rat, had stationed the Count of Romont with 
eight thousand men on the north side, to guard 
the avenues from Berne and Arberg: Anthony, 
One of the bastards of Burgundy, with thirty 
thousand men, immediately surrounded the 
town, and extended his posts along the lake > 
whilst he himsdf, with the remainder of the 
army, occupied the heights on the left, where. 
On a prominent spot, he caused a wooden house 
to be erected, whence he could survey the whde 
of his array. The artillery soon began to play 
Upon the town with great eflfect. On the sixth' 
day of the siege the duke, in order to intimidate 
the garrison, ordered the whole army to parade 
round the town, with shouts, music, and mar- 
ibl pomp J and towards evenings the whole - 
was made to approach the walls with scaling 
ladders, battle-axes, and all kinds of hostile 
weapons, and to attempt a general storm : but 
such was the reception they met with, that near 
one thousand of them fell on the ^ot ; and 
the remainder, finding that no Impression could 

be 
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be made; desisted from the v:uii entcrprizc. chap. 
The duke next tried the effect of advantageous --^-v-^ 
offers} but Bubenberg answered, that Brie and 
Granson were still too fresh in the memory of 
his people to think of a capitulation. The gar* 
rison laboured with the greatest alacrity, repair- 
ed in the night what had been damaged or de- 
stroyed in the day, observed profound silence 
that the enemy might form no conjecture of 
- their numbers, and such was their vigilance, 
that they did not even find it necessary to shut 
their gates ; an appearance of defiance and con- 
fidence which not. a little daunted the Burgun- 
dians. 

The Confederates meanwhile met at Ulmia, bmiI' of 
en Saturday the twenty-second of June. The 
thousand men who had been sent to Friburg 
were recalled, and joined the army. Count 
Lewis of Oetingen, with four hundred horse, 
three hundred fusileers, and twelve cannon, 
came from Strasburgj and Count Oswald' de 
Thierstein with two hundred Austrian horse, 
from Colmar, and the othac towns of the lower 
league. The Count of Gruyeres brought a 
body of his hardy mountaineers, and lastly came 
also wth three or four hundred horse, the eject- 
ed Duke of Lorraine," to whom some writers 

" Now also driven from the court of Lewis; 'Car,' 
says Comines, ' quand ua grand homme 2 tout perda le 
'sien, il eimuye le phi? souTent ceux qui k loutiennent.' 
have 
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- CHAP, have erroneously ascribed the command of the 
' whole army.** This whole army is reported to 
have consisted of thirty thousand foot, and four 
thousand horse. It was now resolved' in a coun- 
cil of war not to attack the Count of Romont, 
who Was nearest at hand, but to march up im* 
mediately to the duke and give him battle. 
William Herter commanded In chief. The 
army was divided into three columns: the first, 
consisting of the men of lliun, Entlibucb, and 
those which had been called in from Fribu^, led 
the van under the tried veteran John de Hall- 
wyl i John Watdman of Zuricheaded the main 
body, which followed close upon the leading 
column i and Caspar de Hertenstein of Lucern 
brought up the rear, which was ordered to 
watch every motion, and afford aid wherever 
it might be wanted. In this order the columns 
advanced along the heights, and having come 
within sight of the enemy's camp, the duke, in- 
fittuated by his evil stars, once more drew out 
of his strong intrenchments, and came to join 
battle in the open country. He formed his in- 
fantry into a .large solid square, flanked by his 
cavalry, and covered in front by a thick hedge. 
Here the armies observed each other some time 

'* Even the accurate authors of {"^rt de verifier fa Datet 
|iave committed this error ; Rene appears, according tp 
the Swiss faistorians, to have served as a volunteer. 

' m 
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in a Iieavy rain, neither of th«m finding ^n ad- chap. 
vantageous opportunity for venturing an at- ^.^-v^ 
tack: at length, the day being nearly spent, and 
the duke conceiving that no action could then 
take place, ord^ed his troops to Withdraw to 
thdr stations in the camp. The Confederate* 
deemed this a favourable moment, and Hallwyl 
addressing bis men, ' Behold,' said he, * the 

* proud Burgundians, who come to tear from 

* us our wives and children, and to seize all our 

* property ; see how they shun our encounter : 

* remember the days of Brie and Granson, and 

* know that there is no salvation but in victory; 

* think on the day of Laupoi, and you will be 

* CMifideot that a sniall number of brave men 

* may easily defeat a numerous host of rapacious 

* enemies. Kneel down, bold warriors, and pray 

* to God to favour your just cause : with his 
^* aid and your'tcied valour, we sliall surely be 

* invincible.* During their devotion, the clouds 
opened and a gleam of sunshine appeared. Hall- 
wyl started from his knees: ' Our prayer is 

* beard,' he cried, * the sun shines forth to wit- ' 

* ness our heroic deeds.' None have attempted 
to describe, for none probably could express, the 
ardour and impetuosity with which this selected 
band rushed upon the enemy. The quick hedge 
vanished in an instant, as if torn up by a sudden 
t^JU&t of wind^ The duke had pointed eight cul. 
' - verjnef 



?40 THE HISTOIY OF , 

cHajp, verines at them t but their fire had no effect ; 
■,^-y^ the Confederates flew up to them, exclaiming, 

* Here Brie, here GransOn j' =* leiBcd them, 
and turned them upon the enemy. They then 
pushed forward, and attacked the duke's body 
guards and the English auxiliaries. Here they 
received a check, but Waldman coming up with 

* part of the main body, all gave way : most 
of the guards and the English were slain, and 
among the latter, also their adventuroua com* 
mandcr.'s 

Hertenstein, who led the rear, obserWng that 
liis asmtance would not be wanted in-tfae, main 
action, made a circuitous and hasty march along 
the hdghts towards Avenche, and having reach- 
. ed about the midway between Morat zod that 
town, descended towards the borders of the . 
lake. Biibenberg, who attentively watched 
every movement, and instantly availed himself 
of every favourable incident, sallied forth at 
this critical moment with six hundred men, 
and proceeded along the lake. All the Burgun>- 
dians who had not already fled were nOw hem* 

M Granton Was the rallying word of the Confederates. 

" Lauffercallshim DukeofSomerset ; but as there ap- 
pears to have been no duke of that title from Edmund 
Beaufort, kUIed at the battle ofTewksbury in 1471,to the 
creation of Edmund, the third son to Henry die Seventh, 
Hus appellation must be erroneoaB. 

mcd 
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^ed in on every side. Many thousands of those chap. 
who remained, seeing destruction all around ^^^-y-^^ 
them, rushed into the lake, and only one of 
these ifi said to have escaped, his horse having 
' borne him to the opposite shore. The men of 
Morat came out in boats, and destroyed like 
game all those who kept themselves afloat. 
The Count of Romont, seeing the ftital event of 
the day, made a hasty retreat ; but fell in with 
the horse from the Rhenish cities, who cut 
many of his men to peces, and sdzed his bag- 
gage. ' The Confederates, after having pursued 
the fugitives to near Avenche, returned to the 
camp, where, though not in such profiiuon 
fis at Granson, they yec found abundance o£ 
booty. Here they thanked God, and tarried 
three days; after which the greater part of 
them returned to their homes. 

The ilU&ted duke, who, after having been 
stripped of bis treasures at Granson, had now 
also lost the flower of hb army, fled towards 
the Pays de Vaud. On the day after the battle 
he took some refreshment at Morges,^^ and at 
night arrived at Gex, where he was hospitably 
'entertained three days by the Duchess Jolan- 
tha. Mistrusting however her sincerity, he 
hastily withdrew into Burgundy, where he shut 

''* Fourreea leagues from the field of battle. 

hii&sdf 
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CHAP, himself up in the castle of Riviere near Sailins^ 
( and remained some weeks absorbed in a deep 
melancholy, bordering upon despair. The Swiss 
historians have recorded that twenty-two thou- 
sand and sixty-five bodies were buried round 
the walls of Moral, of whom only two hundred 
and fifty were Confederates.^' Including there- 
fore those who perished in the lake, the loss of 
the duke could not be much less than thirty 
thousand. The charnel-house near Morat has, 
to our days, remained an incontrovertible mo* 
nument of the magnitude of the havock that was 
committed in this memorable action. The 
modest and el^ant inscription that was placed 
on this building, though it could not procure 
the admiration and forbearance of the boasted 
restorers of liberty who here lately destroyed 
one of its proudest trophies, will yet be ever 
remembered by all who shall commemorate the 
glorious events of this day.** , 

The conduct c^ the Princes of Savoy had 

=' The accounts of the number of dead differ gready, 
Fhil. de Comines makes them amount to only eight thou- 
sand. 

** Deo Opt. Mar. 

Carol! inclyti et fortissimi Ducis Burgundfx, 

Eiercitus Muratum obsidens 

Ab Helyetiis catsus 

^oc sui Monumentum reliquit. 

1 . ■ M sccc LZXVII. 

; throughout 
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throughout thiswarbecn so hostile towards the chai;; 
Confederates, that the latter resolvednowto take i^-^^ 
vengeance by seizing on the whole of the Pays ' 
de Vaud. Twelve thousand of the conquerors 
at Moral engaged in this expedition. No towa 
or castle on their way offered the least resieu 
ance f and when they arrived before Lausanne, 
they received deputies from all the other muni- 
cipilities, even from Geneva and Savoy, offer- 
ing terms of submission. Le\vis the Eleventh 
however interceded in behalf of his sister, who« 
by siding with Duke Charles, had by no means 
counteracted his deep designs ; and a congress 
was agreed upon for an amicable termination of. 
this contest. This congress met atFriburgon 
the nineteenth of July, and arbitrators were here 
appointed, who decreed that the Pays de Vand 
fihould remain in the hands of the Confederate?, 
until Savoy should have paid them fifty thou- 
eand florins ; that Morat, Cudrefin, and Gran- 
son should, even after this payment, not be re- 
stored, but be for ever appropriated to Berne 
and Friburg; that Geneva should forthwith 
discharge the twenty-six thousand florins it had 
on a former occasion engaged to pay to the Con- 
ifederates ; and lastly, that Savoy should indem- 
nify Friburg for the damages it had occasion- 
ed to that city, by an immediate payment of 
(wenty-five thousand six hundred florins. 

This 
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This conjiprcss was attended by most of the 
I Deigbbouring princes,,eitber personally or by 
their representatives. The Duke of Lorrain 
came in person^ and availed himself of the op* 
portuntty to sdidt and conjure the Confederates 
not to desist from their victorious war witii 
Burgundy, until they had reinstated him in his 
dukedom, urging the necessity of redudng the 
power of Charles in order to render him inof- 
fenuve. The Confederates for various reasons, 
among which the seventy of the season was not 
the least cogent, at first declined taking any 
public part in the expedition he recommended; 
but at length, prompted perhaps by the persua- 
uons of the Admiral of France who attended 
in behalf of his master, they consented that, if 
no further attack were made upon them, they 
would allow Duke Rene to r^se in their country 
as many volunteers as might be willing to en- 
gage in his cause. Lewis at the same time, pre- 
tending that he wished to strengthen the ties of 
friendship that subsbted between him and the 
Confederates, and to behold and converse with 
the heroes who had immortalized their names 
at Granson and Morat, requested that they 
might be sent to him on an embassy. Most c£ 
them, with the brave Bubenberg at their head, 
were accordingly deputed. The king received 
them at Tours with the greatest marks of ho- 
nour: 
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nour ; he enquired of them all the particulars of chap. 
the victories they had- achieved, which he wdl ^,^-^-,^ 
knew they were not unwilling to relate ; he 
caressed and extolled them ; and dismissed 
them with splendid' donatives to themselves, 
ind ample subsidies to their countrymen. 

Charles was how suddenly roused from his 
gloomy apathy by" the news, that Duke Rene 
was in full march with a powerftil army, in 
which he numbered eight thousand Confede* 
rates, to repossess himself of his hereditary do-^ 
minions, and that he was actually besieging 
Nancy. Although unaided by thf states of 
Burgundy, he yet found means to nasc a con- 
siderable force, part of which he drew even 
from the further extremity of the kingdom of 
Naples, and once more appeared in the field. 
The garrison of Nancy however, bring unap- ■ 
prized of any approaching relief, and a body of 
three hundred English, who made a part of it, 
having lost their leader,^ and all confidence in 
the surviving commanders, surrendered on the 
seventh of Octob^ ; and the citizens with great 
joy and congratulation received their former 
and legitimate soverdgn. Charles meanwhile 
advanced with hasty steps, but could not ar- 
rive sooner than the twenty-sec<Hid,-when he 

"* His Biiine is said M haVe been Cc^nor Calopin. 

pitched 
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CHAP, pitched his camp before the city, into whicfa 

..rif-Y'o-' Ren^ had thrown a suffident garrison, having 

himself repaired to the bonders of Swisserland^ 

to reinforce hb army with fresh levies from 

that country. 

iiTT. In the first days of the following year he re* 
turned with a body of upwards of fifteen thou- 
sand men, and resolved to attempt the deliver- 
ance of Nancy. Charles was advised to desist 
voluntarily from the siege, and to wait for ths 
return of spring ; but his own impetuous tem- 
per, and the insidious counsels of the Condot- 
tiere de Campobasso,^ who commanded the 
Neapolitans in his army, induced him to reject 
this salutary advice, and on the morning of the 
fifth of January (the last day of his eventful 
life) he marched his army, perishing with cold 
and hunger, to meet the approaching enemy^ 
Kitiie of He took post about two miles from Nancy, in a. 

""^*' hollow near a stream, and placed thirty camioa 

5" Du Fresnoy, the Commentator of Phil, de Comines, 
informs us that the real name of this &]se traitor was Ni-' 
cbolas Count de Montfort, of x noble family in the king*- 
dom of Napleit from whence he had been banished fat 
having espoused the party of the Princes of Anjou. Duks, 
Charles had early retained him in his servicei as through 
his means he obtained recroin from Italy ; but the 
' count appears to have always had a secret nnderstandhig 

with Lewis. The name of Campobasso he derired bom 
an estate in Naples, once his property. 

to 
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to defend the only pass through whicli an attack chap. 
might be apprehended. His infantry stood in '..^.-v-w 
close array, covered at each wing by the cavah-y, 
commatidcd on the right by the perfidious 
Campoba3so,5' and on the kft by Josse de La- 
lain. Two Swiss adventurers, who on acccount 
of some misdemeaDOT had been banished their 
country, and were now serving in the army of 
Charles, went over, and offered, on condition of 
being restored to their native privileges, not dhty 
to impart to their countrymen the order of battle 
of theduke, but also to conduct them,aIong secret 
piths, to the most vulnerabk part of his array. 
This offer, which at Morgarten would probably , 
have been rejected, was now readily accepted : 
». large hody of Duke Rene's army was led 
round the fortified pass, through the half-frozen 
stream ; and, dividmg into two columns, the 
one commanded by the duke, and the other by 
the brave WilUam Herter, fell unawares upon 
the flank and rear of the Burgundians. No 
sooner did these hear the sound of the Swiss 
bugle horn, and perceive the intention to sur- 
jound them, but they crowded still closer, and 

>' Fhil. dc Comines intimates that Campobasso went 
over before the action, but thai the Confederates would 
not receive him, alleging that thejr cared not lo have trai- 
tors among them. It has already been suggested that 
Philip's authority is not alvays to be relied on. 

turned 
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CHAP, turned tfadr cannon towards ^e approaclriiigl 
\^ry^ enemy. They soon found however that it waft 
impos»ble for them to use their artiUery without 
evident danger to themselves. The Confede- 
rates began the attack with their usual impetuo- 
sity, and made a deep impres^on on the disor- 
dered ranks. Charles sent to Lalain to hasten > 
to their relief J but his men seeing the carnage 
that already overspread the field, betook them* 
selves to flight, and dispersed among the moun- 
tains. ^ The duke upon this resolved to engage 
in person. He rushed among the combatants 
with the £iry of a Uon, and slew many with his 
own hand ; but most of his pec^e, especially the 
cavalry, having now forsaken him, and seeing 
himself entirely abandoned, he determined to 
consult his own safety, and rode full speed to- 
wards the road that leads to Metz. Being hard 
pressed by his pursuers, he attempted to leap 
over a ditdi; but his weary horse being unable 
to clear it, they both fell into the trench, and 
here Charles met his fate from hands uncon- 
edous of the importance of the life they were 
abridging. After having been some time miss- 
ing, his' body was found among other dead in 
the ditch, and conveyed to Nancy. His head is 
s^d to have been cloven asunder, and he had 
two other wounds, each of which was mortal. 
He was interred with solemn pomp at Nancy ; 
but 
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but seveDty-three years after, his remains were chap. 
transferred to Bruges, to be deposited in the v>-v-*-t 
same tomb with those of bis daughter Mary. 
Most of the Burgundian nobility^ who had not 
fallen at Graoson or Morat, were here either 
lulled or taken; and a third Buigundiau camp 
became the prey of the victorious enemy. 

No sooner was the death of Charles publicly 
known, but alt the neighbouring princes.laid 
claim to different parts of his dominions ; and 
his daughter Mary, then at Ghent, saw herself 
exposed both to ^e intrigues of these unge- 
nerous claimants, and the factious spirit of the 
people among whom she lived; the latter even 
proceeding so &r as to cause her faithful ser- 
vants, the Chancellor Hugonet and the Lord de 
Imbercourt, to be publicly beheaded, becauee 
they favoured the project of a mvriage between 
her and the dauphin. Urged by her apprehen- 
sions, she at length accepted the band of Maxi- 
milian, son to the Emperor Frederick, and by 
this union conveyed to the house of Austria the 
richest and most important inheritance that had 
ever yet fallen to its share. 

The states of the county of Burgundy, conti- 
guous to the Helvetic republic, thought it safest, 
in the present emergency, to throw themselves 
into the arms of the Confederates, and for this 
purpose sent to a diet at Lucern, to offer a sur- 
' VOL. II. a render 
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CHAP, render almost on aoy termi: bnt the Confede- 
I tkits possessed still prudeoM ud moderfttioii 
enough to decliae the alluring proposal, deem- 
ing the acquisition no less unprofitable than- 
dangerous. Tbcy tendered however pence and 
their protection to that prorincej on condition 
of its paying them the sum of one hundred and 
fiftj thousand florins. This sum the people, 
after the hetyy losses they had sustained diir- 
. ing the war, were utterly unable to raise: they 
therefore borrowed it from the French mo- 
narch; and in return voluntarily submitted to 
his government. Lewis had already taken pos- 
session of the dntchy of Burgundy, as a male 
fief of hiscrovn; and thus, by his artifices and 
treachery, was a most important addition made 
to bis dominions, the extent of which, before 
these accessions, bad already rendered him suf- 
ficiently formidable to all his neighbours. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The 9uabian War. 

^^NE hunted and seventy jeon bod now chap. 
^"^ elapied since the Helvetic confederacy had t.«-v^' 
iprung np in the field Rotli, duriag which pe^ 
riod the nation presented a memorable example 
offiriDDeBs, intrepidity, jiutice^ and moderation, 
and maintained an independence whieb at that 
time was peculiar to their country. Though in- 
volved in many wars, yet their contests being, 
by the most vigorous exertiomi, soon brau^it 
to a: happy conclusion, the people experienced 
no permanent or considerable interruption to 
their dtunestie trtuiquillity ; and cenfidii^ in 
their valour, and the equity of the cause thej 
asserted, they felt a conscious security, which 
under an arbitrary government oui never be 
experienced ; despotic power, though dormant, 
exerting every instant a baneful influence, and 
exciting terrors which incessantly alarm even 
the guiltless, and poison every enjoyment. 

The Bui^ndiaa war^ much as it contributed 

to the fame of the Confederates, may yet be 

deemed the first approach towards, or rather 

k3 the 
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CHAP, the fatal source of, the corruption which gra- 
' dually relaxed theTundamental principles, and 
ultimatelj subverted the system to vhicb this 
nation had been long indebted for much glory, 
popularity, and happiness. The Helvetic body 
became now an important link in the chain of 
European powers; its alliance was courted with 
much solicitude and intrigue by the greatest' 
potentates, in whose wars it was often unwarily 
induced to take an active part L its leaders ac- 
cepted foreign subsidies in their collective capa- 
cities, and considerable pensions and gratuities 
as indtTidiials. Their youth, enriched by spoil 
and estranged from habits of industry, became 
impatient of domestic tranquillity ; and, in - 
open defiance of the most rigid prohibitions of 
their superiors, went forth into foreign service, 
mostly in countries eminently polished and cor- 
rupted, where they who preserved any remains 
of their simple manners became objects of ridi- 
cule,' but most of them gradually adopted the 
follies and vices- which they saw not only tole- 
rated, but even countenanced. With such de- 
praved morals many returned occasionally to 
their native homes, and displayed examples of 

' In France parckularly, every instanco of nutic sim- 
pliciry or uncouthness was regularly ascribed to a Swiss j 
and the dulue» pf this people had even become umvwsally 
provarbial, 

wantonness 
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wantonness and folly which, though long re- chap. 
sisted by a sober-minded people; could not >:^-v^ 
however fail to mtke some impression, and 
have in fact gradually sapped the principles es- 
sential to the welfare of this country. Ambi- 
tion and avarice invaded the breasts of many 
entrusted with the administration of public 
affairs ; and partial emulation and dissenstoQs 
have seldom, since this period, suffered them to 
co-operate with zeal and integrity in the mea- 
sures best calculated for the support of the 
confederacy. 

The candid observer, to whom the contem" 
plation of their former virtues has no doubt en- 
deared this people, may perhaps offer something 
to soften the harsh outHoes of this gloomy pic- 
ture. ' He may assert, and with some reason, 
that the bulk of the people was not materially 
tainted by this influx of depravity ; -that those 
especially who inhabited the more remote and 
mountainous regions, where small societies liv- 
ed uncomiectcd, and afforded few opportuni- 
ties for luxury, were seldom visited by the 
wandering mercenaries, and therefore less ex- 
posed to the contagion of their perverted man- 
ners. He may likewise maintain, and it will 
probably be granted, that this people, as a na- 
tion, has ever, very few instances excepted, 
maintaiued its honour, its reputation for fider 
lity 
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CHAP, lity to ite et^^^ementB, and, to an emineoi 4e- 
I grae, its fame for intrepidity aod mai^ial spirit; 
that IB fact, though Burrouoded hj depravity, 
and iaceeeaatly urged bj deceit, perfidy, aud 
corrupt inducements, do natioa has still pre- 
served 10 great a aimre of primitive virtue and 
ioflexible integrity.* But the hirtorian who is 
chie0y coocerDed with the actions and charac- 
ters of the leaders of a people, will be obliged 
from thifl time forward to acknowledge that 
ibeee were often influenced by motives inde^ . 
, pendent of the public good, and that had they 
W>t heeo Iwpt withis houudt by the reoiains, 
of int^rity still prevailing aniong the people, 
^y vFOuld oft«D have committed acts of iiyus- 
tice worthy of the most consummate politician, 
He will be obliged to confess that the history 
of the confederacy hencefortii acquires a dif^ 
£erent character; and that be must now unravel 
motives which before were scarcely kDOwn* 
even among the higher ranks of the people ; and 

* Such is the sketch of the country lately (delineated by 
Prof. Meiners of Gottlngen, in his entertaining Letters on 
Swisserland, published in the year 1788. Tbia intelligent^ 
accurate, and impartial observer declasei, that one of hm 
piindpsl motives for publisbiog his retnarfcs wai to vindi- 
cate the Swiss nation (Vom the aspersions that had been un- 
jtutly thrown out against them. The ^Is he has alleged 
have not been controverted hj any writer in whom thepubUc 
places an; degree of confidence. ■ - ' ' 

which. 
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vrliicb.byslowdegreea.baTenltiniateljlH'augfat chap^ 
oa thd dissolution of a polity founded oq the >,>v>^- ' 
purest maxima of wisdom and equity. Tbe 
political maxim ( if a true one > that the down- 
fall of a nation is seldom to be ascribed to the 
impression of external force, but that its ruia 
may, iu most instances, be traced up to the in- 
fluence of internal vices, is no where more 
strongly exemplified than in the history of this 
country : and though the French rulers tnajf 
indeed boast of their perfidious practices^ they 
must not however pretend to a superiority of 
valour in subduing this unoiBTending pepple. 
Should the malevolent spirit of Lewis tl^e 
Eleventh be permitted to look on e^h, and 
view the calamities brought on this now help- 
less natioDj chiefly in consequence of its fatal 
intercourse with France, he would no ^oub( 
enjoy anoth&r infernal triumph, and exclaim 
with malicious exultation^ " I have brought on 
this evil." 

The first symptoms of licentiousness and in- Preriout 
subordination appeared not many weeks after nntea. 
the victory of Nancy, when upwards of seven 
hundred young adventurers assembled at Zug, 
assumed the name of the Mad Society, and took TheMaj 
upon them, in the first instance, to compel the itri, 
immediate discharge of the sum which Geneva 
was bound by treaty to pay to tbe cantons, and 
1 1 which 
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CHAP, which they alleged had been delayed through 
' the corrupt coDuivaDce of the chief men of 
Befne and Friburg. R^;ardless of the admo- 
nitions and censures of their magistrates, they 
advanced to BernSj obtained a free passage 
through that city, and proceeded to Friburg, 
where they were met by two thousand of their 
erratick companions. Geneva took the alarm, 
instantly sent to offer terms to this lawless mul- 
titude, and at length prevailed on them to de- 
sist from their audacious enterprize, by giving 
hostages for the punctual payment of the stipu- 
lated contribution, and distributing two florins 
ioeachof the rovers for the expences incurred 
by them in this expedition. Many of them 
toon after, in spite of the strict prohibitions of 
ihe magistrates, enlisted in foreign services ; and 
of these several fell victims to intemperance 
in the most remote parts of Italy : ' but the 
^eater number, having dissipated the ample 
share of booty they had obtained in the wax, 
betook themselves to depredations' in their own 
' country ; insomuch that, the government hav- 
ing taken vigorous measures to restrain the 
evil, no less than fifteen hundred robbers were, 
"within the space of three months, publicly exe- 
cuted in different parts of the country. Prompt- 
ed by this and oihex equally alarming instances 
of the inefficacy of the existing ordinances to- 
wards 
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-wards restraining; the unruly spirit of the victo- 
rious and lawless bands, now spread tbroughout 
the country, the cantons of Berne, Zuric, and 
Lucern readily accepted the offer made them 
by the cities of Fribiirg and Solcare, to enter 
into a closer compact for their mutual defence 
against all disturbers of the public peace. 
Schwitz, Uri, and Underwalden instantly took 
umbrage at this unexpected measure,, and im- 
mediately felt the preponderancy this partial 
union wuuld necessarily give to the municipal 
over the rural cantons in all future deliberations 
on public concerns. Accordingly when, three 
years after this compact, the two last mentioned 
cities requested to be added to the Confederacy, 
alleging that they had as amply contributed to- 
wards the late glorious victocies as any other 
part of the nation, the rural cantons solemnly 
protested against the admission, and great dis- 
sensions must have ensued, had not a venerable 
individual interposed and tempered the discord- 
ant passions of the irritated litigants. 

A diet was held at Stanz ; but all parties being 
equally tenacious, the deputies were about to 
separate, without any prospect of accommoda- 
tion, when a priest of the place hastened in the 
night to a neighbouring solitude, and summon- 
ed Nicholas de la Flue, a hermit whose sanctity 
was acknowledged and revered by the whole 
, country; 
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CHAP, country', to repair to the diet and conciliate thfl 
Ck^vo-j jarriog dispositions of tbe stubborn delegates. 
He camejand the diet on bis account vouchsafedy. 
another meeting. At bis appearance tbey wer* 
all struck witb awe^ and rose from their seats. 
He uncovered his hoary head, and said : ' My 
' friends, I come from a deep, solitude : I am a 
' stranger to the ways of men ; but I serve tbe 
' Lotd. You, cities, must reliaquish your se- 
' parate league ; it is big with mischief. You. 
' rural cantons, forget not the services that have 
' been rendered you ; and reward Fribui^ and 
' Soteureby freely admitting them into theCon- 

• federacy. I learn with sorrow that, instead of 

* thanking God for the victories be has bestow- 
' ed upon you, you are still contending for tiie 
' division of the spoils. Let all territorial acqui- 
' sitions be proportionally distributed among 

' tbe cantons, and all moveables among the in- ~ 
' dividuals according to the number supplied by 
' each canton. Lastly, let me exhort you to 
'join all your separate leagues into o^e great 
' and intimate union, of which truth and friead- 
' ship sliall be the basis and firm support. I 
' have nothing to add. God be with you !' His 
Ffitiiiry voice was deemed the voice of Pleaven. Friburg . 
«)niiiteii tind Soleure were a few days after admitted tbe 
Confldt- ninth and tenth cantons in the coinfederacy, on 
"'^^' condition however that they should on no ac- 
count 
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coant engage in a war, or fonn any atLiancet^ chap. 
without the consent of the eight aoctent cao- ^^-y^ 
loos,* tfaftt.io case of dissensions thej should 
submit to the award of thoEC cantons ; and that 
if anj C4mtest sliould ariie among the said au- 
cient eantonej tho»e citiesshould observe a stlrict ' 
neutrality. 

Before the deputies separated fhey drew up CovdSant 
and saoctioned a covenant, which becaote a 
new fu»da<aeiltal law of the confederacy. H 
ratified all tfaibt had been enjoined by the prie^' 
or,^BaQce/ and the decree of Sempach :' all il- 
licit assMublages were here prohibited : each 
£aatoQ was confirmed in its own ji^culiar cod~ 
fititutiou : ' all delinquents/ it was here further 
decreed, ' shall be punished by the magistrates 
' of the place where the trespass has been com- 
' mitted : all acquisitions, contributions, or 
' spoils, taken in war, shall be distributed, the 
' territories proportionably among the eight i 
'ancient cantons, and the moveables in equal 
' portions to each man who shall have served 
Hn the war.' 

Interoal tranquillity beii^ thus re^ored, the Treaty 
Confederates ODce more directed their attention France. 
io foreign concerns. In the month of Septem- 
ber they, obtained from Lewis the Eleventh a 

'Ao. 1370. See Vol. I. p. 393. 

t Ao. l^ga. Seep..ll.of thisTOlume. 

grant 
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CHAP, grant of privileges for their couDtrjmen serv" 
«^»-v^ ing in bis artnj, which, as it has proved the 
basis ofseveral subsequent capitulations,** must 
be here briefly noticed. It stipulates : ' that 
« every Confederate, then engaged, or who may 
' thereafter enter into the service of France, and 
' who shall marry and settle in the kingdttnr, 
' shall be authorized to purchase and bold all 
' manner of real as well as personal property, 
' and to bequeath the same to his wife and cbil- 
f dren, without any hindrance or defalcation ; 
' that they shall be fi'ee from all alien duties, 
' or restrictions, as also from all taillage, aids, 
' imposts, or contributions, either then or there- 
' after tb be levied, for the maintenance of 
' troops, or any other purpose whatever ; and 
' lastly, that they be exempted from watch and 
■' ward in all parts of the kingdom.' Eewis was 
lavish in promises and engagements, but not 
equally punctual in the performance of them. 
The subsidies he had assigned to the cantons 
were always considerably in arrcar ; and in the 
course of the ensuing year, a formal deputation 

J482. was sent by five of the cantons, to solicit the 
sums due on this account: they however re- 
turned without having completed the object of 
their mission ; nor was it till two year^ after 
that Charles the Eighth, the son and successor 

'» Vid. Prelace,p.xsxiv. noto21.. 

- of 
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of LewiBjftn renewing the league with some ad- chap. 
ditional tiauses in favour of the Confederates, «.,»~,^ 
ocdered these claims to be satisfied, '^"^ 

. A tragical incident, which happened' soon waidnun** 
after at Zuric, while it afforded a memorable troptu^ 
instance of the instability of human affairs, 
might also Iiare served as an earlj caution 
against the pernicious tendency of the foreign 
- connections which began now to prevail, and 
the fatal consequences of a people interferingin 
the administration of justice. John Waldman, 
whom we have seen at the head of the main 
body of the confederate army at Morat/ was a 
native of a small village near Zug, and came in 
his early youth to Zuric, where, being wholly 
destitute, he engaged to learn the trade of a 
tanner. The vigour of his mind, as well as the ' 
cmneliness of his person, however, soon raised 
him from this lowly condition, and enabled him 
to distinguish himself in a military career, in 
Hie services both of his country and of foreign 
princes. He was knighted at the battle ofMorat, 
and since that had risen gradually at Znric even 
to the high station of burgomaster. His influ- 
ence throughout the confederacy became so 
great, that all foreign kings, princes, and states, 
who had any object to pursue with the cantons, 
bad recourse to him ; and according to the prac- 

* See page 238 of this volume. 

lice 
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CBAF. (ice at thai time prevaleiAt, secofed fais interest, 
\^-r^j and ^uA of faia subocdhiate agents, by ample 
pensions and grstttities. This unexpected rise-, 
and the anppoit be experienced from abroad^ 
non produced tbe effects which so ancomnon 
an E^grandizement fleldom tails to operate ; great 
arrogance and pertiaacitj, and an haughty die- 
portmeot ia the aspiring magistrate; and much 
envy and malevolenee on the part of the ancieBt 
fiunilies, who bore with impatience the supre- 
macy of one ^hom tbey had formerly seen ia 
one of the lowest stations. 

Pretenceswere not longwantingfor g^vinga 
fiill scope to the adverse passions •which the for- 
V»9- tunate burgomaster bad excited. The senate of 
Zuricj alarmed at the progress luxury had evi- 
&ntly made since the influx of riches brought 
ftom the Bui^undian war, had issued variens 
inraptuary decrees, which the mere distinguish- 
ed citizens, and especially their wives and daugh- 
ters^ the clergy whose morals had yielded to 
the contagion of the times^ and the profli^te 
of ^1 classes, thought oppressive and deroga- 
tory. To these were soon aiiter added other 
regulations concerning the monopoly of salt, 
the right of hewiiig timber, and even a prohi- 
bition to keep doga in -the farms because they 
had in some instances injured the vineyardi 
and molested the game ; all which alarmed the 
lower 
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lower classes^ and excited them against the hur- chap. ~ 
gomasfer, to wlu)m all these innovations were ^^-vr^ 
gfatuitouslj ascribed. The peasants were the 
first who openly resisted the execution of the 
decrees ; and when, through the interposition 
of some of the most discreet among the ma- 
gistrates, they were nearly pacified^ WaldmaQ 
incautiously reviTed their Indignation, by de- 
claring to them that, beii^ all vaaeals, or rather 
predial slaves, purchased by the city, they had 
DO right to arraign the orders of theniagistratesi 
or any ways to impede their execution. Secura 
in the prevaleocy and firmness of his power, be 
repaired with some friends to Baden, to par< 
take of the aaiusements of that gay city ; and 
there, in his unguarded moments, held a lan^ 
guage respecting the affairs of his canton, which 
even those best inclined in his favour knew not 
bow to justify. His numerous enemies at Zu« 
rk did not ^1 to avail themselves of his ab- 
sence, and of these indiscr^ions, to excite aa 
odium against him, which all ranks were now 
welt disposed to admit ; and their success was 
such, thai when Waldman, being apprizedof 
. the clamours raised against him, returned pri- 
vately into the city, he found a defection which 
be was ill prepared to encounter. A general 
insurrection soon broke out among both the 
citizens and peasantE, which neither the burgo- 
master. 
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CHAP.- master, nor several deputies from the confede^ 
•.«>v^ rate states who bad been sent on the occasioD, 
knew bow to allay. 

Od the first orApril the tribes assembled, atad 
Waldman repaired to each of them separately* 
and attempted to persuade them of t^s inno- 
cence, and of the necessity of restraining the 
unrulyspiritof the peasantry. His enemies, per- 
ceiving that he was gaining ^ound, suddenly 
called together the senate, which his office obli- 
ged biro to attend. Here the deliberations were 
soon interrupted by a riotous multitude, who 
demanded the persons of the bui^omaster and 
ef some of his adherents. These being deliver- 
ed to them, the multitude proceeded to depose 
the senate, and to appoint a new magistracy, 
which, /rom its callous severity, was called the 
Homy Senate. Before this tribunal Wtddman 
-was charged with various plots against the state, 
and in particular with a design to surrender the 
city to the emperor; and though no proof could 
be adduced of these accusations, yet so much 
were people's minds prepossessed i^ainst him, 
that orders were given to extort a confession 
by the torments of the rack. These be firmly 
bore during three days, without acknowledg- 
ing any guilt; but whilst his judges were deli- 
beratitig concerning the sentence, a messenger 
came hastily, and reported that the emperor had 
' crossed 
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crossed the Rhine, and was in full march to- chap. 
wards the city. Waldman's doom was now pro- -..^-y^ 
nouDced : he was led out of the town, and pub- 
licly beheaded. He purposed to declare his 
innocence on the scaffold, but Was prevented 
by the persuasion of his confessor, who it was 
since suspected had been gained over by his 
-enemies. No sooner had his head been struck 
off, but the magistrate who attended the execu- 
tion declared to the assembled multitude, that 
they need be under no apprehension concerning 
the imperial forces, there being no. truth in the 
report of an invasion. Many saw now through 
the malicious artifices which had impelled this 
distinguished character to his final destruction ; 
and several of his enemies soon after expiated 
their treachery by capital punishments. 
' The differences that had arisen between intrigue* ot 
Charles the Eighth and Maximilian King of the ''''°"' 
Romans, on account of Anne heiress of Bri- 
tanny, who had been promised in marriage to j^,, 
the latter, but was partly by artifice and partly 
by compulsion obtained by the former, gave rise 
to numerous and very urgent solicitations on 
the part of both the sovereigns, for an intimate 
union with the Confederates. On this occasion 
was first perceived an uniform and obstinate va> 
riance between the municipal and rural cantons ; 
the former, who perhaps had not been suffi- 
voL. a. ft ciently' 
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CHAP, ciently or punctually subsidised by the Frendi 
\^~^^ monarch, shewed a marked predilection in fa- 
vour of Maximilian^ while the ktterj.ever jea- 
Iqus and apprehensive of the encroachments of 
Austria, to which their local situation particu- 
larly exposed them, were at all times willing to 
favour the interests of France. Both parties 
however, with a degree of moderation and pru- 
dence that could hardly have been expected in 
their present contentious disposition, refused to 
grant auxiliaries or levies to either monarch, 
but oSered their mediation towards an amicali^e 
accommodation. This was accepted, and a 
treaty was concluded at Senlis, on the twenty- 
1433. third of May, by which Charles surrendered to 
Austria the whole of the county of Burgundy^ 
together with the Artois and Charolois. 

The circumstance which had induced Charles 
to be so compliant in the conchisicm of this 
treaty, was the expedition he was then medi- 
tating for the conquest of Naples. This king- 
dom he claimed by virtue of a will which 
Charles, the last titular king of that country of 
the house of Anjou, had made in favour of his 
father Lewis the Eleventh, to the detriment of 
Ren€ Duke of Lorrain, the lawful heir in right 
of his mother Jolantha, the daughter of Ren£, 
uncle to the test^<X' Naples was then m the 
possession of Ferdinand of Aragon, who was Bi- 
voured 
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voured by that profligate pontiff Alexander the . chap. 
Sixth, and the city of Florence. Lewis sur- v^-v-^ 
named the Moor, of the house of Sforza, who 
at this time administered the, dutchy of Milan 
in the name of John Galeazzo his Dephew, pro- 
moted the interest of the French king, from 
whom he hoped to derive security in the pro- 
ject he had formed of usurping the dominions 
of his helpless nephew. Lewis vras in circum- 
stances of peculiar perplexity and hazard. On - 
the one hand, Lewis Duke of Orleans^ had a 
manifest claim to the dutchy of Milan, in right 
of his grandmother Valentina, the legitimate re- 
presentative of the house of Visconti, from 
whom the Sforza's had wrested that dukedom ; 
and on the other, his nephew had espoused Isa^ 
befla, the daughter of Alphonsus of Aragoa 
King of Naples, who, being a princess of a high 
and enterprising spirit, was incessantly urging 
her relations to be the means of investing her 
consort in the government which his age now 
entitled him to assume. In this dilemma the ■ 
artful Lewis, considering the French as the 
least daiigerous party, gave every encourage- 
ment to Charles to undertake the Italian expe- 
dition, and allowed him «o make Genoa, then 
dependent on Milan, the place of rendezvous for 

* Afterwards Lewit the TwelfA. 
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CHAP, the forces he purposed to collect. To this placC 
^^-v-'^ numbers of the Confederates flocked from all 
'***■ parts, and bid defiance to the repeated orders 
sent them by their magistrates to return to 
their homes. A diet even sent a formal deputa- 
tion to demand the dismissal of these contuma- 
cious vagrantsj but all that Caspar de Stein and 
his joint delegates could obtain, was a declara- 
tion of the French generals, D'Urfif the king's 
master of the horse, and Antonine.de Besse the 
bailiff of Dijon, that they had done their utmost 
towards obtaining the discharge of their coun- 
trymen} but that the troops being widely scaltter- 
ed along the coast, it was impossible to collect 
the Confederates dispersed among them ; and 
that moreover the great confidence the king 
reposed in them would render it highly, im- 
proper, if not dangerous, for him to relin- 
quish so essential a part of the forces he had 
destined for his intended expedition. Charles 
wrote soon after to the cantons to extenuate 
the ofience, and conciliate their indulgence 
in favour of the transgressors. The magis- 
trates, having no remedy left, agreed at length, 
that six thousand of their countrymen should 
be allowed to remain in the French army. This 
transaction however made so unfavourable an 
impression upon most of the confederate states, 
- that Berne in particular could never after, dur- 
ing 
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lag the Ufe of Cbaries, be brought to a cordial chap. 
agreement with France. ^^-y^ 

Lewis the Moor succeeded next year in his 
design upon the dutchy of Milan j his nephew 
having died, as is generally believed, from the 
effect of poison, leaving an infant son, whose 
cause nobody espoused. He soon after, being 
freed from his apprehensions respecting the 
Princes of Aragon, deserted the cause of Charles, 
and joined the great alliance between the Em- 
peror, the Pope, Spain, Venice, and Florence, 
which soon compelled the French king to eva- 
cuate the kingdom of Naples, after having con- 
querjed it in a few months. The conduct of the 
Swiss auxiliaries at the battle of Fornovo, near 
Parma, where Charles had been' assailed and 
nearly cut off by the allies,' and the formidable 
number and appearance of the fresh levies 
that were soon after obtained from the cantons, 
are celebrated by an eye witness in terms that 
reflect the highest honour on the prowess and 
discipline of these undaunted warriors.^ 

7 ' AFomoue le roy avoit mis tout son effort en son avant 

* garde, ou pouvolc avoir trois cent cinquante bommea 

* d'armes, et trois milles Suisses, qui estoient I'esperance 
' de I'osi.' Phil, de Cominea, 1. viii. c. 1 1. 

■ * ' Le nombre des Suisses etoit bien vingt-deui inillcf. 
' Tant de beaux hommes j avoit, que je ne vis jamais si 
~< lielle compagnie, et me sembloic impossible ^e les avoir 
« sceu descomfire.' Ibid. cap. 17. 

Maximilian 

n,:,-'-ii,Gi:H)(^lc 
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CHAP. - Maximilian having now succeeded to the 
..>-v^ (^mpire, atid likewise to the dominions of his 
H9j. cousin Sigismundj who died without issue, con- 
voked a diet at Worms, which was attended by 
WiiliaJn de Diesbach, as , deputy 6:oin Berae. 
The Confederates were here, and hkewise at 
some provincial diets of their own, called upon, 
as members of the empire, to supply a body of 
troops to escort Maximilian on his intended 
progress to Rome, and likewise to join io a 
grand league that had been formed for the de- 
fence of the Germanic body.^ These prtqms^ 
;uid demands caused many discussions and some 
animosities. At length however it was agreed 
that, whatever contest might break out among 
^ts neighbours, the Helvetic body should pre- 

9 This league had been set on foot at Augsburg, in th« 
year 1188, and as it consisted chiefly of the princes, pre- 
lates, and cities of the upper part of Gennany, was often 
called the Suabian League ; and also, because each member 
bore on his shield the cross, or badge, of St. George, it was 
as often distinguished by the appellation of iJie fraternity 
pf Si. Georges Sb'uld. The ostensible motive of this asso- 
ciation was the defence of the country against lawless 
violence and depredatidos j but the emperor Saw moreover 
in it the additional advantage of a counterpoise to the in- 
dependent spirit of the Helvetic confederacy. The Swis^ 
viewed it in the same light, and e\e\ considered it with 4 
jealous eye, and obswred its motions with great caution 
and mistrust. 

perye 
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serve a strict neutrality ; and Berne in parti- chap. 
cular decreed severe penalties against foreign i^^v^ 
recruiting emissaries.' Not only perfect unani* 
mity was now restored, but a' cordial union- 
soon after took place against a common enemy, 
the last with whom the Confederates have had 
to contend for their absolute independence. 
The emperor had, at the diet at Worms, cstab- orip" °f 

theSuabiaa 

ushcd a court which, under the name of the Im- wm. 
perial Chamber, was to take cognizance of all 
civil causes relating to the empire. The same 
diet also ordained certain contributions for the 
maintenance of this court; and likewise an extra- 
ordinary levy of one per cent.upon the income of 
all the subjects of the empire, towards the ex- 
pences of a war s^nst the Turks. Maximilian 
caused these ordinances tobenotified to theCon- 
federates assembledat a diet 3t Zuric, enjoining 
thdr obedience as members of the empire : and 
on this occasion he also renewed his application 
for a supply of men, and for their accession to 1496. ' 
the great Germanic league ^ adding a request 
that they would join the Duke of MiUn as anlm* 
perial feudatory in his contests against France,'" 
and agree to a solemn renewal of the hereditary 

" TTie crafty Lewis Moro had obtained the investiture 
of Milan as an imperial fief, by which means he flattered 
himself to have annulled the titles both of his great ne- 
phf w, and of the Duke ©f Orleans. 

union- 
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CHAP, unioa, to which he laid claim as represeDtative 
i^fy^ of the late Duke Sigismund. These proposals, 
which the Confederates would not consider as 
injunctions, brought on some warm debates at 
sevcralof their tiiets; nor could perfect unani- 
mity be ultimately obtained,' some of the can- 
tons " declaring that their subsisting alliance 
with France precluded them from entering into 
any engagement that might be detrimental to 
that crown, while others " agreed to an alliance 
with the Duke of Milan, but declined all the 
other points demanded of them. 

The emperor and his advisers, highly in- 
censed at these refusals, resolved now to av^ 
themselves of every opportunity which might 
afford them the means of disturbing the peace 
of this refractory people. The pope was, easily 
prevailed \ipon to excommunicate all those of 
the Confederates who inclined in favour of 
France : the imperial chamber was directed to 
extend the, utmost rigor of its jurisdiction over 
all legal proceedings in the cantons : the Abbot 
of St. Gallen was dted before an imperial diet : 
the city of St. Gallen, the Counts of Werden: 

" Zuric, LpcefDi Fribnrg, Soleure, Zng, Claris, and a 
|Mirt of Underwalden. 

" Berne, yri,-Schmu, and the other part of Under- 
valden. 

. '^h 
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berg, Sargans,'3 and other nobles, co-burghers chap. 
of different cantons, were declared under the w-v-^ 
ban of the empire : contributions were raised 
by coercive means ; and it appeared as if the 
monarch, or rather his ministers and delegates 
(for Maximilian himself seems in general to have 
preferred moderate and temporizing measures) 
bad so totally forgotten the transactions of the 
banning of the preceding century, as to deem 
such measures not only secure, but even justi- 
fiable. The Confederates applied for redress, 
but were successively referred to different diets, 
where they obtained some trivial palliatives, 
but by no means a satisfactory decision. Lewis 
the Twelfth having meanwhile succeeded to the i49«. 
crown of France, and assumed the titje of Duke 
of Milan, the emperor, regardless of the im- 
pression it might make upon the minds of the 
people, demanded of the Confederates six thou- j 
sand men to conduct hini to his county of Bur- j 
gundyj and strictly enjoined them not to hsten] 
to any request on the part of the French mo- ! 
narch,for aid towards the conquest he meditated 
in Lombardy. To the former demand he re-' 
cdved a peremptory refusal, unless the griev- ; 

'3 This nobleman not being able to protect his county of 

Sargans against the insults of the Austrian;, had, in the 

year liSS, sold it to the seven ancient cantons, Berne 

^a5>in 171^1 admitted into its co-regeocj. ' < 

ances 
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CHAP, ances complained of should be completely reme* 
' died: and as to the latter mandate, though most 
of the cantons, and Berne in particular, gave 
the most positive orders gainst their people en* 
gaging in the senrice of France, they could not 
effectually prevent great numbers, who were 
eagerly bent on feats of arms, from resorting to 
the standards under which they had long served 
with profit and reputation. Berne on all occa< 
sions shewed an anxious solicitude to nmntain 
peace ; and to this, that no umbrage might be 
l^ven, it sacrificed not only a fair opportunity 
that ofiered of purchasing at a cheap rate the 
(aty of Neuchattel, but also' every clause in ks 
treaty with Milan that might have caused sus> 
|Hcion to its confederate states. 

A trivial incident hastened the rupture. Which 
men of common sagacity saw rapidly advandng. 
Among repeated insults, redprocally offered by 
individuals on or near the frontiers, espedatly 
on the ude of the Tyrol, the Count of Werden- 
berg made a rash attempt to seize the person 
and family of one of the counsellors of the re 
gency of Inspruck, who was at that time at 
Pfeffers for the benefit of the mineral waters of 
that place. His purpose was defeated by the - 
abbot of that monastery, who thereby incurred 
the irescntment of the count, and was by him 
compelled to quit his abbey. The progress of 
this 
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this feud soon involved the superior orders; chap. 
and the Grison leagues ih particular, two of >-^~^ 
which'* had the preceding year entered into an 
alliance with the seven ancient cantons for mu- 
tual defence and .security, found themselves 
suddenly attached, at a time when the regency 
of Insprucfc had agreed to a congress to be held 
at Feldldrk, in order to accommodate, as they 
pretended, all differences between the twacgiin- 
tries. The Tyrolesc made a sudden inroad into i^ss, 
a valley of the Grison country bordering on the 
county of Bormio, which derives its name from 
the abbey of Munster, to the advocacy of which 
-they alleged that their sovereign had a claim. 
They were however immediately repulsed with 
the loss of eighteen- men, the first who fell in 
this disastrous war, which in the space of nine 
months produced eight considerable actions, 
many skirmishes, and much bloodshed and de- 
vastation. The Tyrolese immediately called 
Upon the Suabian league, then assembled at 
Constance, for its support ; while the Grisons, 
and particularly the people of the abbey of K- 
Sentis, sent to their Swiss allies for the aid stipu* 

'* The Grey League, and the league of the House of '^ 
Cod. The terms of this ^liance are to be found in Lauf- 
^r, t. v'u p. 252. They do not differ materially from th« 
other trcitties between the sev^al ounbers of thf Helvetic 
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CHAP, lated by their league. Both parties armed, and 

i-^-v^ the whole of the frontiers from Bormio to Basle 
were reciprocally put in the best posture of de- 
fence. 

While negotiations were still carrying on for 

EDconntwi the intended Congress at Feldkirk, a large body 
of the Suabian allies took by surprise and 
treachery the town of Mayenfidd, below Coire, 
on the Rhine ; placed in it a garrison of four 

mt inw'm. hundred men ; and occupied the Ludensteig, a 
strong and important pass between Germany 
and the Grisons. The Confederates instantly 
assembled a sufficient force, attacked the Sua- 
bians in the pass, killed upwards of four hun- 
dred of them, and having on the following day 

Trieiea, gained another considerable advantage at Trl. 
esen, drove the remainder of the enemy's forces 
over the river Dl. Two days after they retook 
Mayenfeld, led the garrison prisoners to Coire, 
and publicly executed some of the traitors who 
had surrendered the town to the Suabians. The 
German allies upon this, bring bent on revenge, 
, H«^ collected a considerable army at Hard, near Bre- 
genz, on the lake of Constance. The Confe- 
^ derates, being apprised of this numerous assem- 
blage, advanced with hasty njarches, and having 
driven in the advanced posts, came in sight of 
the camp which the Suabians had fortified with 
strong intrenchments, and secured with abund- 
ance 
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ance of artillery. The Swiss Jiaviog, as custo- .chap. 
mary, offered up their prayer to heaven on thdr i^^~y^ 
knees, which, in like manner as at Granson, 
was mistaken by the enemy as a supplication for 
mercy, they rushed up to the batteries, and 
having passed them, sobn came into close com- 
bat with, and made such an impression upon 
the m^n body, that the Suabian leaders, per- 
ceiving the impossibility of making an effectual 
stand against so furious an attack, ordered a 
retreat. This retreat however was soon con- 
_ verted into a general rout, in which m4ny were 
driven into the lake, and suffocated in marshy 
swamps, where, as well as on the field of battle, 
upwards of five thousand of the enemy are re- 
ported to have perished. The loss of the Con- . 
federates was inconsidcraUe. They took five 
large pieces of cannon, many arms and accoutre- 
ments, several flags } and had the day not been 
too far advanced, would infallibly have obtain- 
ed possession of Bregenz. They raised how- 
ever a contribution in the vicinity, with which 
and their ample booty they returned to their 
farms and cottages. 

Notwithstanding the late disaster at Hard, 
.the Suabians and Imperialists did not refrain 
from repeated endeavours to molest the Confe- 
derates on the side of the Tyrol. They collect- 
ed fresh troops, and occupied a post at Frastenz FrastmB, 



SyS THi HISTORY OP 

CHAP, on the river lU- which, both from nature and 

IV. 

^-v-«-> the protection of double intrenchments, was 
deemed impregnable. Their numbers amount* 
ed to upwards of ten thousand, both horse and 
foot. Their project was, by no means to risk 
a general engagement, but to harass the enemy 
by constant inroads, and thus terrify tbem into 
sutmussion. They in fact came over the RUne 
on the same day that Babenberg triumphed at 
the Bruderholz,'^ spread among the villages 
of St. Gallen, Claris, and even to the confines 
of Schwitz ; and having ravaged the country, 
returned with ample spoils within their lines* 
This alarm and devastation instantly called toge- 
ther seven -thousand Confederates, who without 
delay crossed the Rhine and of&red batde to the 
rapacious foe. These however declined the 
challenge, and remuned unmoved within thdr 
trenches. At length, impatient of further delay 
and inactivity, the Confederates came to the 
daring resolution of storming the lines. The 
Suabians, being apprized of this intention, 
made proper di^>ositions for defeating their 
purpose. They posted three hundred arque- 
busiers at the edge of a pl^cipice, and in a sconce 
. above them, fifteen hundred men at arms, most 
of them miners. These were directed to fall on 
' the flank of the assailants in their approach to 
■i V. infra', p. 285. 

the 
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the intrenchments. On the other hand, Henry chap. 
WoUeb of Uri took the command of two thou- 
sand select men of ITrseren and his own ciuiton, 
and advanced from one of the flanks with a 
view to turn the mountun, while the mun 
body, it was agreed, should proceed through a 
wood directly to the camp. Early on the 
twentieth of April began the m^-ch. The 
detachment of Wolleb climbed up the steep 
with so much difficulty, that in many .places 
the men were obUged to draw each other up by 
their halberds. Having come in sight of the 
arquebusiers, they were received by a brisk dis- 
charge of fire-arms ; but creepinf; on all fours 
till they had reached a proper distance, they 
rushed upon them with irresistible violence, 
and drove them back upon the miners, whom 
they likewise attacked on a «udden, and with 
equal ardour. Here theOooflict became bloody 
and obstinate, and the event remained long 
doubtful till, the two first ranks of the enemy 
bang hewn down, the remainder fled towards 
. the intrenchments. These aiso, before they' 
could reach the lines, fell in with the main body 
of the Confederates ;^ and all but two hundred, 
who with much difficulty found means to se- 
crete themselves in the thickest of the wood, 
fell easy victims to the wrath of the assailants. 
These having now reached the lines, the dis- 
1 charge 
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CHAP, charge of cannon and fire-arms upon them be- 
/ eame terrific. They avoided its destructive effects 
by &Uing on their faces ; but, preparing imme. 
diately after for the attack, Wolleb, who with 
his detachment had now joined the army, called 
to them to let another discharge pass over them 
in their prostrate position, and then to advance 
with speed. They obeyed, but he continuing 
alone erect in order to give further directions, 
Teceived a mortal wound. He gathered all his 
strength, made the necessary dispositions for 
the charge, and then cxpured, rejoicing at the 
victory he was now certain would be achieved 
by his countrymen. The Confederates, exas* 
perated at the irreparable loss they had sustain- 
ed, flew up to the breast-work before the enemy 
could prepare for another fire. Nothing could 
resist the furious blows they dealt out with 
their long spears, broad swords, and massy 
battle-axes; and the Suabians, unable to sustain 
so unexpected an assault, took to a hasty fiight, 
many perishing in their speed down the head- 
long precipices, and still more in the river lU, 
beyond which they had hoped to find security. 
Three thousand of the Suabians are said to have 
perished in the field, and thirteen hundred in 
the river; It is scarce credible, what the chro- 
. nicies affirm, that this victory was gained with 
the loss of only thirteen men. Five flags, ten 
heavy 
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bfeavy cannon, arid abundance of frre-anns and chap. 
atamunition, fell into the hands of the victors ; •^^-^^ 
who after resting, as was customary with them, 
three days on the 6eld of battle, returned each 
to his peaceful dweltlDg. 

This fourth discomfiture did not deter the 
Tjrolese from fresh attempts to wreak their 
vengeance On their detested neighbours. They 
again collected eight thousand men, and sta- , 
tioned them behind strong intrenchments on 
Mount Shlingenberg, near the confines of the MUihtidc, 
Grisons. Hence thej made an incursion into 
the Engadine, where, after spreading fire and 
desolation, they took three-and-thirty host^;es 
for the payment of large contributions, and led 
them to the town of Meran, where they retain- 
ed them in close confinement- The Grisons, 
bent on revenge, assembled, nine thousand in 
Dumber, and came on the tenth of May at mid- 
night to the foot of the mountain, where tbey 
divided into two columns, one of which march- 
ed round to take the enemy in the rear, while 
the other advanced in front. They jointly, and 
with their usual speed, ascended the mountain, 
cut off all the sentries and out-posts they met 
on their way, and having at day-break reached 
the camp, assailed it furiously on every side. 
The enemy during four hours made a fierce 
and stubborn defence ; but the column that at- 

voL. II. T tacked 

D,9,-7«ibyGtX)glL' 
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tacked in front having forced the intreDcbment, 
/ B general rout took place, and tbey fled in all di- 
rections, but moit of them towards a bridge at 
Glureiu, on the Adige. The great number) 
who attempted to crowd over this bridge broke 
it down, and some hundreds perished in the 
river. About one half of the T^olese fell in 
this bloodj conflict. The Grisoos had two 
hundred and twenty-five men killed, and abont 
seven hundred wounded. They took the great 
banner of the Tyrol, six.flags, eight larg^ pieces 
of cannon, and four hundred arquiebuses. The 
town of Glurens, seven villages, and among 
them that of Mais, from which this battle took 
its narae," were reduced to ashes. Many of 
the fugitives bent their course towards Meran, 
where th^ demanded the three -and-thirty 
Grison hostages, and barbarously cut them io 
pieces before the town. The Tyrol at this time 
was in such a deplorable state of desolation, that 
an imperial officer," who was conducting a de- 
tachment through the country, among many 
loenes of misery and horror, saw two old wo- 
men driving some hundreds of half-naked and 
emaclatedcbildren before them, who on arriving 

" Mabheide, i, e. Mals-heath. 

" Biliboldus Pirckhafmenu of Nuremberg, who hm 
written the history of this disastrous war. Bc)l. SuittiiU' 
in 0pp. p. 82. Edic.1610. 

at 
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' at a field less wasted than the remainder of the chap. 

IV. 

country, threw themselves down and browsed v^-y^*^ 
the grass like cattle. He was told that most of 
■ them were orphans, whose fathers had been 
killed, and mothers starved ; and that they had 
for some time had no other nourishment : the 
ol^ women added, that many of the^ perished 
daily ; and that shortly they must all, the chil- 
dren as well as themselves, fall miserable vic- 
tims to hunger and disease. 

Among the numerous bodies of Germans 
which had been stationed along the confines of 
Swisserland, none was more formidable than 
that which had been collected at Constance. 
The cantons, in consequence of this powerful 
armament, lost no time in occupying and se- 
curing a strong pass in an adjacent wood called 
the -Schwaderloch. The Germans having, in sehwuiBr- 
addition to their former numbers, received con- 
siderable reinforcements, ventured upon an at- 
tack, In which, having disj)ersed all Uie advan- 
ced pokts of the Confederates, they proceeded to 
burn ail the neighbouring villages; and resting 
secure in the protection of their artillery, which 
they had pointed at the intrenchments in the 
pasB,~ipread widely over the open country, com- 
mitting all manner of outrages and cruelty. 
The Confederates, who were apprized of the 
dissrder that prevailed (imoDg the enemy's 
^ T 3 troops. 
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troopi> formed Iheir array behind the vood, and 
by a circuitous march, in order io avmd the 
c^ct of their cannon, i^peared on a sudden, 
and made considerable havock among the strag^ 
glers. These no sooner felt the impression of a 
regular force, tban the^r hastened to their ban- 
nen, and fqrmed their ranks with all the speed 
the emergfflic}' would 'admit. Many of their 
cjuefi dismounted, and ai'ming themselves with 
spears, took their stations among the infantry, 
earnestly exhorting their men not to incur the 
disgrace of being vanquidied by a number 
much inferior to their own. llie conflict was 
severe, and long dubious. At length howeveir 
the front ranks of the Germans gaveway; after 
which no threats or admonitions could retain 
tiie succeeding tro<^s in their stations. All 
fled in great disorder; some to the lUnne, 
which a few swam across^ and others passed io 
bpats; many into the lake, where most of them 
perished; and the greatest number to Con- 
stance, where, the general panic having pre- 
ceded them, it was with difficulty that the citi- 
zens could be prevailed .upoa to op«i the. gates 
for their admission. Fourteen hundred of their 
men fell on the fleld, and with them many 
chiefs of high birth and great renovrn. Fifteen 
large cannon and twelve culverius were the 
booty which the Confederates prized above all 
the 
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■the rest, as tbey had often, experienced the did- chap. 
advantages of a want of artillery. ' ■•.w-'w, 

During this fierce and bloody warfare on the 
confines of Rhstia and before Constance, vari- . 
ous encounters took place on both sides of the 
Rhine, between the lake of Constance and 
Basle. A'body of volunteers from Berne, about 
one tiiouiand in Dumber, under the comnuind 
of Danid de Babenbei^, advanced towards the 
Sundgan, and met a band of four ^ousand 
'AusU ianBi, whom thej routed, and drove into a 
wood called Bruderhol2, near Basle, and took Bmder. - 
from them a great part of tbeir arms and bag- 
gage, and several colours, on some of which 
waE figured a scourge, with the words, ' Drive, 
' and it will go.' Varioiis jArties ^so of the 
Confederates crossed the Rhine, and ihade in- 
roads into the Hegau and Klegau;" took, pil- 
laged, and burnt, many towns, c&sttes, abd vil- 
lages, treating with peculiar severity many of 
the nobles who fell into their hands, whom (hey 
knew to have ever been their most implacable 
enemies. The towu of Dangen having been 
compelled to surrender, the garrison, above one 
thousand in number, were stripped to their 
shirts, and with white wands in their hands, 



" IKitricti of SiiaUa, bordering on the Rhine near 
Sbaffhsu^et). ... 
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CHAP, were led through the Swiss camp, and then dis- 
' missed. At the castle of Blumenfeld they con- 
sented that the garrisoo and iahabitaata might 
withdraw, each person taking away all he could 
carry. They excepted however from this indul- 
gence the Baron de Roseneck, whom they con- 
sidered as their bitterest foe ; but the baroness, 
imitating perhaps the example of the matrons 
of Weinsberg in the time of Conrad the Third, 
took her husband on her back} and carried him 
out of the castle. Her conjugal affection soften- 
ed the hearts of the fierce warriors, wbo gave 
liberty to the buon, and restored all her effects 
to his virtuous consort In the last of these in- 
cursions they found the Hegau so totally laid 
waste, and the wretched people driven to such 
desperation, that they were compelled to retreat 
with some dishonour; and this is the only check 
they appear to have received during this obsti<- 
nate war. 

The chiefs of the Suabian league, perceiving 
that their joint and most strenuous efforts avail- 
ed but little against the valour and enterprising 
spirit of the Confederates, sent to the emperor, 
who was then engaged in a contest with Count 
Egmont for the principality of Guelders, to 
come without delay to their assistance. Maxi* 
inilianmade a truce with the count, andhastened 
with six thousand men to Fri^urg in Brisgau ; 
where, 
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wbercj towards tbe end of April, he published cbap. 
a prodamation, setting forth io acrimonious -^.^-y-^-^ 
langQag;e the rebel) ious conduct of the Confede- 
^rates, enumerating the many illustrious families 
whom, as he pretended^' they had stript of their * 
patrimony, and solemnly calling upon thewhole 
empire to assist him m reducing Ihese stubborn 
peasants to obedience. This declaration was of 
no effect ; the members of the empire not ad- 
mitting altogether the truth of the allegations 
it contained, «.nd considering the war as the 
peculiar concern of the emperor, which he had 
provoked without just cause or due delibera- 
tion. The Confederates were now ravaging th« 
Klegau, and preparing to march up the eastern, 
side of the lake of Conatance, in order to join 
the Grisons oa the side of tfie Tyrol, when they 
leamt that tbe emperor was assembliog an army 
of twenty thousand men in the Sundgau, aad 
threatened to iavade the canton of fioleure^ 
The banners of Berne and Friburg immediately 
leturned to the frontier^ that were tiius me- 
naced. Boleure had sent forces to occupy the 
strong post of Dornach; and these, on the fifth 
of May, were joined by two thousand four hun- 
dred Berners, together with a strong body from 
Friburg, and many volunteers from Lucern. 
The Count of Furstemberg, an imperial general 
ef gre»t renown, advanced with fourteen thou- 
sand 
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^^^' Mud infantry and two thousand hone, .anon j 
V'v-V which vere tiie formidable Gueldrian guards. 
Trusting to fiUse reports^ he belteved that the 
main force of the Confederates was posted at 
the Schw8d«loch, to observe the garrison of 
Constance which had now been considerably 
reinforced ; and conBdent of perfect security 
by the superiority of their numbers, his troops 
became wholly re^rdless of order and disci- 
pline, their marcfa.bearing much more the ap- 
pearance of a festive party^ than of an hostile 
expedition. The Coufederatea, who viewed this 
disorderly assemblage from Dornach, liechstall, 
^nd other heights they occupied, bad no doubt 
that an attack, such as they were accustomed 
to make, would infallibly prove successful. 
The enemy had formed three separate camps, 
uidDor- which wholly invested the castle of Doruach. 
Nicholas Conrad, the Avoyo* of Soleure, who 
commanded an advanced post, caused his men 
to wear the red cross of Burgundy, and led 
^lem on as a body of imperialists, against a 
detachment of tbe Germans, who were not 
undeceived till, by a furious discbarge of fire- 
vmSj and incessant and heavy blows of halberd* 
and all sorts of hostile weapons, they found 
yrhat an enemy they had to contend with. This 
<^rp8 fled with great precipitation, and joined 
tiie main army, \rkote grand division .on. the 
left- 
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1^ found itself likewise compelled by a Tigo~ chap. 
rous attack to fall back towards Arlesheim on ^f-^^' 
the Bin. The whole of the imperial army was 
now drawn up in front of this river, and here it . 
was attacked with the utmost impetuosity hy 
the collected forces of the Confederates, con- 
sisting of ahout six thousand men. A most 
severe conflict ensued, which lasted, without 
intermissionj for upwards of four hours. The 
GuSldrian guards had crossed the river, and 
had fallen upon the flanks of the Confederates, 
who besides were all greatly annoyed by the ar- 
tillery of the enemy. At length the fate of the 
day was decided bythe approach ofareinforce- 
ment of twelve hundred men of Lucern and 
Zug, which arrived at the decisive moment 
from Arlesheim. Their presence revived the 
courage and vigour of the Swiss, and their fierce 
attacks could no longer be sustained by the 
astouished foe. These, in endeavt)uring to 
gain the bridge over the Birs, were thrown into 
the utmost confusion, and their retreat soon 
became a general rout. The Swiss took pos- 
session of their camp ; hut night coming on, 
which proved uncommonly dark, they were 
prevented from pursuing them to any distance- 
The Confederates are reported to have lost, 
three hundred men, and the Germans ten times 
that ttuinber: unongthe latter were the Count" 
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CHAP, of Furstemberg; their leader^ and many nobles 
' of high distinction. Thii signal victory was 
obtained on the twenty-second of July, and has, 
until their late defeats, been commemorated as ' 
the last battle which the Confederates have 
fought within their boundaries, for the defence 
of their freedom and independence. On the 
next day the army was joiued by the troops of 
Uri, Scbwitz, and Underwalden^ and advanced 
towards Basle ; but meeting with no enemies 
in the Seldj it dispersed, and each banner re-* 
turned to itt own canton. The Swiss are, nut 
without reason^ reproached with having on this 
occasion (like Hannibal after the battle of 
Cannse) omitted to avail themselves of the vie* 
tory they had gained with so much glory. 

An unsuccessful attempt, which the emperor 
had made a few days before Constance, to dis^ 
lodge the Confederates from their strong post 
at the SchwfLdeilocbj" had already so far dis^ 

" I^diluymens mentions a trifling incident, whtcb 
however, ai it is a characteiiatic of the nation, ii not alto- 
gether opworthj of a place in thii hUtory. It was cns- 
tanuTj in thete times, when men could not well be i[>ared, 
to send women, and more frequentfy ynnng girU, on mef* 
■ages. A young lass who had broi^t a tetter from the 
camp at Scbwaderloch to the emperor at Constance, was 
waiting in an outward court, among soldiers, for an answer, 
when one of them asfced her, • What are your men now 
* 4l<mig in their camp }' She answered, '.They are pr^iaring 
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couraged him in the prosecution of this disas- chap. 
trous war, as not onlj to induce him to quit the ^^-^-^ 
army, but also to favour the negotiations that 
had been commenced under the mediation of 
French and Milanese plenipotentiaries, "^ who, 
with views diametrically opposite, were equally 
solicitous to procure peace to the Confederates, 
in hopes to obtain their aid in Italy; the French 
in order to subdue, and Duke Lewis to defend, 
the duchy of Milan. The defeat at Dornach 
not a little promoted this favourabledisposition; 
and the Swiss, who demanded nothing but to 
be led at peace within their own boundaries, 
offered no obstacle to the progress of- the paci- 



' to receivfl you.' ' How numerous are they ?" ' Qmtm 
' enough to drive you away.' ' Have they any thing to eat!' 
' No doubt they have, since they are alive and hearty.' 
Being further questioned about their numbers, she ah*werei3, 
' You might have counted them yourselves, when you last 
' met them, had ytiu not been In such haste to run away," 
-One of them, meaning to terrify hi?r, brandished his naked 
sword over her. TTie young heroine burst into a .fit </ 
Jaugbter : ' Here is a bold warrior,' she cried, ' who raises 
' his sword against a child. J wish I could see thee engaged 
' with one of my countrymen: he would soon match thee 
* with his fist.' De Bell. Suit, in Opp. p. 86. 

=" Tristan de Salazar Archbishop of Sens, Rigaud d'OretUe 
Governor of Chartres. and Antoiue deBessa Bailiff of Dijon, 
on the part of France ; and John Galeazzo Visconti, on the 
fart of the Duke t>i Milan. 

fication. . 



ogle 
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ficatioD. A diet accordingly assembled the da^ 
after the battle of Dornacb, at Zuric, to vehicfa 
another meeting succeeded soon after at Shaff- 
hauseDj and a third at Basle, which latter mei 
en the twenty- fifth of August ; and at which the 
representatives'of all the belligerent and medi- 
ating parties were summoned, and actually ap- 
peared, llie Confederates, Who had been often 
baffled on sending their deputies to a congress, 
Assembled at the same time a considerable army 
at Bruck. The ambassador of the Duke of Mi- 
Ian was here admitted as mediator. Much art 
and cunning was practised, and more attempts 
were made to over-reach the Confederates, than 
on any former occasion; the French plenipoten- 
tiaries in particular using all means they could 
devise to counteract the bias infaVour of Milan. 
of which the Swiss gave manifest symptoms, 
deeming that state the least insincere and selfish 
of the two. At length however, on the twen- 
tieth of September, a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded, by which tlie Confederates muntained 
their immunity from the imperial chamber, and 
the full exemption from all taxes or contribu- 
tions imposed by the emperor ; and also ac- 
quired the crtmiaal jurisdiction in tfaeThuigau, 
the civil and toritorial rights in, that province 
having long since been in their possession. 
Thus ended this ruinous war, in which id 
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less than nine months upwards of twenty thou- gi^ap. 
land men lost tbeir lives; and near two thousand <^^-v-^/ 
townSj castIes,andvUlages,were taken, pillaged, 
and reduced to ashes. Some contemporary 
writers" have called it the great war, and very 
erroneously ascribed the advantages chiefly to 
tile Germans. The principal battles are allowed 
by all to have been decisive in favour of the 
{Confederates, whose inroads into the Suabian 
circle are moreover admitted on all hands to 
have been in general successful ; while the im- 
perialists, except in an incursion they made into 
the Ei^adine, could never boast of having 
passed one night on tbe territories of the Confe- 
derates. The terms of peace moreover evidently 
prove which ^ide had been the most successful 
in thewar. The emperor and the Suabian league 
obtained none of the objects they bad in view; 
■while the Confederates retained all they con- 
tended for, their absolute independence from 
all foreign power, military, judicial, or finan- 
cial; and in addition acquired a jurisdiction 
in the Thurgau, which, if left in other hands, 
might have afforded fr«quent opportunities for 

" Naademx ; Ulr. Mutiiu, &c. Conf. Guicdardini Hlat. 
Ital. vol. i. p. 276. edit. i;88. The7 make the cnniberof 
ilain aiQOunt to tbirtj' thousand. Of the almost incrediblo 
devastaticni of towat. Sec. we have the cogent authority of 
Lniffer. 

7 contention. 
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coatention. The absolute independence of tb« 
' nation was indeed not acknowledged by all the 
powers of Europe, till a century and a half after 
this pacification;" but no attempt whatever 
has, from the peace of Basle to our days, beea 
made by any state or potentate to molest the 
Confederates in the full enjoyment of their li- 
berty, or to abridge them of any part of the 
paramount authority within their limits, which 
th«y uniformly claimed as their prescriptive 
right. 

'* A prognotticattiig passage of Baroo Zurlauben, in bis 
Hiati MUit. dei Soiues, t. i. p 60, ii too memorable to bo 
liere omitted. ' Llndependance gcDerale de> cantons n'a £t£ 

* feconoik poor tousjonr qu'eo 1 648, au traite de Westphalie; 
' et il est vnisemblable, qa'ils conseireiont leur liberty tant 
' i]ue I'liDion tegnera eotr'eux, on bieDJusqu'icequ'unena- 
' tion ausii cooiideraUe que celle des Rnmains s'elire da 

* DouTean, ct &sse la conqndte de toute I'Europe.'— Tbi? 
was printed in the year 1731. 
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The WarsofMaan, 



A FXER the complete emancipation of the chap. 
-^^^ Helvetic and Rhstiao tribes from all fo- ^-*-v-»-*. 
reign domioion, and from the iron rod of their 
domestic tyrants, achieved without an; external 
aid or interference, but solelj by their own va- 
lour, firmness, and perseverance; and after they 
had yielded to the temptation of external alli- 
ances, public subsidies, private pensions, aad 
the baneful allurements of foreign services ; 
their history becomes so much blended with the 
events, projects, and intrigues, of the neigh- 
bouring, and even some distant states, that, to 
follow with any degree of accuracy the varioui 
and complicated incidents that henceforth com- 
pose their annals, would require a &r wider 
•cope than comeV witfain the intended limits ot , 
this darrative., The war faov^ever, which sdon 
after the pacification at Basle was carried on, at 
the instigation of their neighbour, chiefly hy 
the Confederates, iu various parts of Lombardy, 
was of too great a magnitude, and too inti- 
mately connected ^th their interior condition 
^ And 
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CHAP, and polity, not to demaBd a more clrciunstan- 
v^-^-^ tial detail than'will be given of their subsequent - 
exploits in distant parts; 'whicb, while they 
procured them abundance of laurels, did not 
however materially affect their domestic con- 
cerns. Nor must the impartial historian pass 
slightly over the principal occurrences of this 
period, since among tbem he will meet with the 
moBt signal defeat the Confederates had ever 
yet experienced ; and, what is far more dis- 
graceful, with the imputation of a breach of 
faith, of which the nation had tilt then beea 
deemed incapable. 
Cmiquew Of the claims of the two competitors to th« 
ibc French, dnchy of Milan, Lewis Sforza, surnamed the 
Moor, who was io actual possession, and Lewis 
the Twelfth Kii^ of France, the legal Represen- 
tative of the house of Visconti, from whom the 
Sfotzas had half a century before wrested these 
dominions, a brief detail has been given in a 
preceding chapter.' King Lewis, who appears 
to hare bad no object more at heart than to add 
this important territory to his^extensive domi- 
nions, had no sooner ascended the throne of 
France, than he took the necessary measures for 
asserting higtitle by force of arms. The Sua- 
' bian war, in which the emperor and the Con- 

' Setpfige 26/ of this voluflie. 
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federates were now. too deeply engaged to in-' gSap." 
tprfere in his favourite project, appeared to \j<^- 
hini a fayourablc conjuncture ; and he .moreover 
secured the connivance of the Confederates; 
hy promises of considerable advantages, in case, 
he should su^cceed la his enterprise- 
He now senta powerful army over the Alps; i*^?- 
corooianded bv experienced generals, who in 
the mouth of August took possession of Milan 
and all its dependenciesj and compelled Lewis' 
Sforza to seek refuge in the T^Tol, under the- 
protection of the emperor. The Marshal Tri- 
\ulci, a native of Milau, and one of the gene- 
rals of King Lewis, was left to govern this im- 
portant acquisition ; but the rooted prejudices 
the Milanese entertained against this haughty 
vicegerent, whom, as a Guelph; being most ©f 
them Ghibeiins, they cousidtired with horror ; 
and yet more the disparity of manners and 
overbearing insoleoce of the French soldiery, 
left, to secure their obedience, soon propagated 
drscontents which, before the end of tlie year, 
broke out into open insurrection, and encou-' 
raged their ejected sovereign to return . and at- 
tempt the recovery of his dukedom. He ar- ^^■ 
rived In the next month of February, and with 
the aid of some stipendiary forces he brought 
with him, -among which were many Swiss ad- 
venturers, but chiefly by the free suffrages of 
vol. II. V the 
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CHAF. Oie ptfoplfij and aaidrt their jojiAdacclama-' 
I tioDB, be wM soon reinstated in his domiDions. 
The French monarch, bewever, who was bent 
on lecuring this conquest, lost n« time in as- 
•embling fresh troops, and among these he nov 
found means to enrol a great number of the 
Confederate, who, ia defiance of the most 
rigid prohibitions of their government, flocked 
to his standards. This army, under the com- 
mand pf Lewis de 'la Tremouilte, appeared 
early in the spring in the plains of Lombardy, 
and ou the ninth of April was met at Novarra 
by the duke and a promiscuous assemblage of 
Burgundians, Lansquenets,' and Confederates, 
who were retained in his service merely by the 
prospect of ample rewards. These however, 
not receiving their allotted pay, soon renounced 
the service, and the latter in particular, seeing 
numbers of their countrymen- in the French 
army, declared their inteotion of returning to 
their mountains. Before they withdrew, they 
made an ofl^r to the duke to lead him away in 
the diiguise of one of their privates. He 
accepted the proposal, but was betrayed by a 
man of Uri, and taken. Tbe traitor was put 

* A foot soldier was formerly called in Germany Lanit- 
knecht, from whence nodoubtiiderive^ the general appel- 
lation of the Gennan infantiy, to ireqittntly retained in the 
WnuM of princes at this period. 

inta 
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into irons bj his exasperated countrymen, and cmX^. 
Jed to their canton, where he was Sentenced to •j-s-*** 
death and ' publicly beheaded. Should this 
atonement not altogether efface the stain of pet- 
fldy, the crime of a single iodividuol '4rill not 
however, iil candid minds, taint the charactei- 
of a whole nation. The ill-fated duke was 
conducted into France, where, in several sl&lg 
[iriaons, and finally in the castle of Loches in 
'roiiraine, he survived his last eXpuUion tett 
tedious years ; during which period, ;and i&T 
two years after his demise. King Lewis conti- 
nued in the undisturbed possession of his Icftig 
wished for conquest. 

In the course of the succeeding year the ^^^ ^^ 
Confederacy received an accession of no sorall |^fj^* 
importance, by the incorporation of two cities; mittedint^ 
which the cantons had ever considcted 4s the ^•rr- 
bulwarks of their country On the side of the 
Germanic em|>ite. Basle and ShaiThausen had 
long shewn a bias in favour of the'Confederates, 
ind especially during the late Suabian war had 
essentially favoured them, less by actual scrj- 
tices than by a strict neutrality, which had 
greatly offended the nobles both within the!*- 
walls and in thtj vicinity. The BasilianS lA 
particular fouud it necessary io keep a ^rong 
tad cooatant guard at each of their gtites, (• 
V ? repel 
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CHAP, repel any sudden attack, to which they knew 
■-rf-v-*-" themselves to be incessantly exposed. Their 
best security, they plainly perceived, would 
be a participation io the Helvetic Confederacy ; 
and the cantons, when the oiTer was made 
them, were too well aware of the. utility of 
such a union, not to acquiesce in the candid 
proposal. The several articles and restrictions 
here stipulated were nearly similar to those 
tontainfcd in the leagues with Friburg and 
Soleure ; but Basle, in consideration . of itii 
^eater extent and consequence, received, witU 
the freq consent of those two cities, the prece- 
dency before them, and retained its place as 
, th^ ninth -canton. The union witb this city 
Was signed and publicly proclaimed in its 
marketplace, on the thiiteentb of July : and 
such yyas. the confidence it instantly inspired, 
that on the same evening all the guards were 
removed from the gates^ which were now left 
open, and only a woman with her spinning 
wheel was stationed at each of them, merely for 
the purpose of receiving the tolls. The league 
with Shaffhausen was confirn(ed on the tenth 
•pf August ; and this city took its rank in the 
CDufederacy as the twelfth cautpn. - ~ ■ 

The time is now approaching when, after 
many conquests and reprisals, the Confederate 
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at length obtained the permanent possession chap. 
of the seven transalpine jurisdictions/ which, x.^-^^ 
though it may justly be doubted whether free 
states ought ever to hold dependences in abso- 
lute subjection, were however deemed so essen- 
tial to their welfare, as to induce them to have 
continual recourefc to arms, either for the de- 
fence or recovery of those important districts', 
Thii cKtreme solicitude may, among other 
iirgtnt reasons, be obviously accounted for by 
the local as well as political situation of tlie 
confederate states. Several of the cantons had 
now established a considerable commercial in- 
tercourse with their neighbouring nations, and 
Zuric to particular was become the principal 
emporium of the extensive trade that was car- 
ried on between the marts of Germany and 
Italy. Great and incessant had been the toils 
of the peasants on the higher Alps ( who more- 
over depended chiefly on Lombardy for their 
supply of corn) to open and keep in repair the 
craggy pass over Mount St. Gothard, on which 
their commerce with Italy absolutely depended: 
but alt these efforts were often frustrated by the 

' The Italian bailiwit-ks ; J . Riviera, 2. Bellinzona, and 

3. Vai Brenna, subject to the three original forest cantons; 

4. Val Maggia, 5. Locarno, 6. Lvigano, -and ?. Mendrisio, 
which alternately received tlieir periodical, magistrates from 
all the cantons, Appenzel ouly excepted, whicli was oot in 
Jhe confederacy' when these provinces were acquired. 

malignity, 

D,9,-7«ibyG00glt.' 
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■ CHAP, maligoity, capitiec, « perhaps at times by Ihe 
wv-o*' Just reaentjnent of the rulers, who haA ibe com- 
mandin the valleys thatextead from the southern 
foot of the mountain. These chiefs, from the 
naiure of their rugged and- narrow delU, bad it 
even in their power, y-ith a very small force, to 
obstruct the comrnunication so essentially ne- 
cessary to that regular intercourse which the 
commerce absolutely required : and the Coiif&- 
deratcshad now learnt, from hng experience, 
that no seciu'ity qf intercourse could b« main- 
tained unless they bad a free opening to tlie 
larger lakes of Locarno* and Como, and to &e 
less extensive and important lake of Lugaoio. 

The valley on the Ticino down to BeUiszoBB» 
was at this time, by the voluntary surrender of 
the inhabitants, occupied by the three old 
forest cantons ; and Lewis the Twelfithj when 
he became sanguine for the conquest of Milan, 
had not only engaged to confirm them in the 
possession of it, but aJso^ in the eagerness of his 
pursuit, ill which he knew how ellectually the 
Confederates might thwart hijn, Iiad even pro- 
mised, if he succeeded in bis enterprise, to make 
over to .the cantons the cities of Lugano and 
Irf>caruOj together with their valuable depen- 
dencies. No sooner, however, had he achieved 
bis purpose, than he sent to claim Bellinzona 
* This Jake is also called Lago Maggiore. 
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99 a ptut of the duchy of Milan, \rhich being chap. 
a fief of the empire, be alleged couTd not be v>-v-^' 
difiinembered, without infringing' the funda- 
mental laws of that August constitution. Re- 
peated diets were held, and negotiations set on 
foot for adjnstidg tbi» difference without an 
open rupture; and the neutral cantons earnestly 
exhcnrted the three aneieBt ones, whom this . 
matter more immediately concerned, to listen 
to term* of accommodation : but these, in- 
censed mt the 'mere claim of the faithless mo- 
narch, would admit of no compromise, and 
peremptorily insisted on preserving thie unqua- 
lified possession of what they deemed their 
lawful property. At length, finding no other 
aecmity, they declar^ that they would argue 
with their halberds. They displayed their ban- 
ners, and having summoned ths Confederates, iso». 
who- were ready to comply with their wishes, 
they collected an ariny of fourteen thousand 
men, and led tt into tbe valley, the possession 
ef which they were firmly resolved to maintain. 
Charles d« Chaumont, governor of Milan, as- 
•embledall the forces he couM collect, and sent 
itiem to secure tbe passes from Bellinzona into 
the open country. Neither party had drawn 
out with a view to wage offensive war ; but, 
incensed as they were against each other, pre- 
tences wefa Jiot long wanting for the com- 
mencement 
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mencement of hostilities ; and in a short time 
' the Confederates became masters of the town, 
tlioiigh not thfi castle, of Locarno, and of all 
tlii3 liiintiipal places on the northern extremity 
of tliat lake. 

The king, being apprized of the decided 
measures adopted by the Confederates, deter- 
miiind to use every expedient to pacify them. 
He sent the bailiff of Dijon, and Richard le 
Moiue, his private secretary, to their camp, 
who, at the interposition of the Bishop ofSion, 
and the Baron of Hohensax, soon brought about 
an accommodation, by which the three old 
forest cantons were confirmed in the possession 
of the town, castles, and all the dependencies of 
BelUnzona : and the king acceded to the capi- 
tulate of Milan on the same terms as had been 
accepted by the SfJi'zas. Lewis did not hesi- 
tate to make still greater concessions, and so 
anxious was be to become more intimately 
connected with this nation, whose friendship or 
enmity he well knew would determine his pos- 
session of the Milanese, that be resolved to use 
aH means whether honourable or perfidious, to 
draw them into his snares. His public envoys 
-and private emissaries accordingly CD-ope- 
rated with indefatigable zeal and industry to - 
captivate the minds of individuals ; and as this 
pould not be more readily effected than by cor- 
' rupting 
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lapting their morals, no incentive was spared char 
that might divert them from that primitive ' 
simplicity, to which they had till now owed 
tlieir domestic pt'osperity^ and untainted repu- 
tation. The magistrates indeed opposed many 
obstacles to this' encroaching evil. Having, to 
their great sorrow and surprise, estimated that 
tlie number of Confederates who had perished 
in the cause of France, amounted to no less 
than thirty thousand,^ they came to a firm re- 
solution to prohibit,, under the most severe pe- 
nalties, all foreign levies, and the claodestinC 
resort of their men to the armies of the neigh- 
bouring princes ; and, conscious whence this 
abuse chiefly arose, they resolved and strictly 
ordained that, after the expiration of the ex- 
isting compacts, no further engagements, for 
military purposes, should be entered into with 
foreig'n states ; and that all puhlip subsidies and 
private pensions should cease for ever. Such, 
however, was the raartiat ardour of the people, 
that private enrohiients could never be effectu- 
ally prevented ; and although most advan- 
tageous and pressing offers for foreign alliances 
were, during several years, peremptorily re- 

^ Tlie ninnber of Swiss who lost tlieir lives in the French 
lervice, from the year 1480 to 1715,appears,bya moderate 
computation, to have amounted to 700,000 — Meister's 
£chweizer»zeuen, T. I.p. 130. 

jected ; 



306 TKB HUTOEV «t 

CHAP, jected; jet even this ■alutorj' §pirit yielded «t 
\^~^-*^' last to the corruption of manaers, the derelic- 
tioQ of tr\ie patriotism, aad the narrow ego- 
tism, Srst propagated, and ever since indastri- 
ousljr fostered, hy the French and other foreigq 
emissaries. 

Historians have recorded, with surprise and 
narked disapprobation, the enormous pro- 
digality of the French ambassadors then resid- 
ing in the cantons. Their retinues equalled 
those of sovereign princes. They afanost daily 
entertained most <^ the principal inhabitaate 
of the townd in which they resided. One of 
.fhem, the Bishop of Riez, often, at Beme and 
at laicem, sat at table with one thousand 
guests. The Lord de Roqaebertiur another 
delegate, offered to defray the expences of atl 
' the deputies who attended the dKts at Badea : 
in his fi-equent journeys he scattered abundance 
of money among- the crowds, who, in expecta- 
tion of such largesses, did not fail to present 
themselves on his passage. Both of them 
m^e considerable presents to the women who 
were thought to have some rafluence among 
the rulers; nor were gratuities to &vonnte 
children sparingly distributed. To men thus 
predisposed, they represented in glowing co- . 
loui's the great advantages that would accrue 
to tlieii' country from a cloae union with the 
1 1 powerful 
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powerful and munifieeDt aovere^n of the chap. .. 
French monarchy, and insinuated that the trea- <w<'-V~n> 
sures he still destined for hia Helvetic friends, 
would soon raise their nation to an equality - 
■vrith all others in point of wealth and conse- 
quence. The governmeut was not blind to , 
the pernicious tendency of such exorbitant 
profusion^ and issued rigid orders to restrain its 
progress : but many of the higher orders were 
not free from the suspicion of having shared in 
the corrupt donatives. Hence arose mistrust 
and animosities, which soon pervaded the se- 
nates, the citieSj and the people at lar^ : and 
even the cantons experienced a disunion, 
which, while it distracted their couacils, and 
gave A free scope to their seducers, rendered 
dubious the fair reputation for wisdom and 
probity, for which they had hitherto been uni- 
versally celebrated. 

The first object the French obtained by their isor. 
insidious arts was to render nugatory a treaty 
which the cantons had recently concluded with 
the emperor Maximilian, He, as head of the 
empire, of which the confederates were still 
considered as members, had called upon them 
for a body of troops to escort him to Rome, 
where he proposed to receive the imperial 
crown ; and nine of them- had actually agreed* 
to supply him with six thousand men for that 
purpose. The French agents however, aware 
'' ' ' th«t 
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CHAP, that flic coronation was not the sole object of 
I the in'cndedexpodition, exerted all their influ- 
ence t:> invalidate this engagement. They did 
not succeed to the extent of their wishes ; but 
they obtained what was equivalent, the inser- 
tion of a clause in the treaty, which stipulated 
t!iHt these forces s'.iould on no account be em- 
ployed ag:ainst their sovereign. The emperor, 
wtio^ercal intention was to collect a large army 
in Order to invade Milan, seeing himself de- 
paved of these auxiliaries, laid aside his pro- 
ject. The pope, on this occasion, issued a. 
brief, by virtue of wl.itli the head of the em- 
pire, although not crowned by the hand of the 
pontiff, has ever after assumed the title of em- 
peror." 

The cantons, during the war which wa» 
carried on bv the greatest powers of Eurof e 
against the repuhlic of Venice, in consequence 
. «f the league of Cambray, still preserved their 
salutary reluctaiice to foreign engagements: 
and the whole of the ensuing year was chiefly 
spent in intrigues and negotiations for subsi- 
diary alliances, which, the senates still uui- 
foroily resisted. Pope Julius tlie Second, the 
implacable enemy of the King of France, ap- - 
plied for troops for the defence of the holy 
"sea ; and the Emperor, France, Venice, and 
pt.icr subordinate states, used every art to ob- 

'See Vol. I.p. 20J,n.25. 
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tain auxiliaries, though none flf them succeeded chap. 
ostensibly : yet with all its vigilance and ear- '-'-v^' 
Dcst endeavours, the government could not ef- 
fectually prevent the, private levies tliat were 
constantly making, chiefly by France, acd 
which, though solemnly condemned and dis- 
avowed hy tlie magistrates iu tlieir ofBcial ca- 
pacities, were no doubt s;;cretly couiitenajiced 
by men in power, who had not been proof 
against the prevailing inducements of French 
donatives. 

The defiance oSered to their decrees did not 
fail to irritate the bulk of the Helvetic nation 
against their Gallic neighbours, who still disre- 
garded their most positive injunctions; and 
this progressive enmity received no small ad- 
dition from tbe insinuations and artifices of 
one who, though insignificant in his origin, 
rose to be the prime mover of many important 
events during several subsequent years. Mat- 
thew Shinner, a man of ignoble birth in the 
Valais, rose by his talents and intrigue, to high 
preferments in the chmch, and in the first yeat 
of this century was exalted to the episcopal 
see of Sion. He had, iu the early part of his 
life, been intimately connected with George de- 
Ober-Sax,'' a powerful baron in the Valais and 

'' Heisalsoby sbmecalled de la Flue, from tbe name o( 
Jju principal cattle iu the -Valais. 

Rhxtia. 
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CH;\p. Rhieiis. Both were actuated by ardent and 
' aspiring fashions, and both equally felt that 
nature had destined them for the higher sphere 
of political exertion. Both had warmly es- 
poused the French interest ; but the bishop 
estimated his services at bo high a rate, that 
Lewis declined them, and thereby inspired htm 
with the most rancorous resentment. His friend 
the baron, not coinciding with him in his Tin- 
dictive views, animosities arose between them, 
^hich, unhappily for their country, ended in 
relentless discord and rank persecution. Shin- 
oer rcsoKed now to seek, bis further aggran- 
dizement by courting the favour of the sove- 
reign pontiff, and with this viewwhollj devoted 
himself to his service. The power and versa- 
tility of bis talents, with the brilliancy of his 
eloquence, procured him a decided ascendency 
in most of the cantons, by means of which, at 
a diet held at Schwttz in the month of Febru- 
ary, he negotiated and obtained the confirms' 
tion of a five years treaty, by which, in consi- 
■deration of an annual gratuity of one thoD- 
>and florins to each canton, the pope was, la 
case of emergency, authorized to raise siX 
thousand Confederates, at his own expence. 
Thus was the humane purpose of the promoter^ 
. of the absolute rejection of foreign engage^ 
ments at once frustrated by the wtful cabals of 
a revengeful prelate. 

Tbi» 
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This treaty with the pope greatlj contributed chap. 
to, widen the breach between the Confederates '"""f^ 
and the crown of France ; insomuch that, 
the last alliance being about this time expired, 
and the king's ambassadors having applied for 
a renewal, the cantons, conscious that the sue- ^ 

cess of Lewis had been chieflj owing to their 
auxiliaries, demanded a considerable augmen- 
tation of the pay and subsidies stipulated in the 
former treaties. The king, stayed more by 
a petulance of temper than the prudent advice 
of his ministers, rejected the proposal with 
acorn, declaring that on no account should the 
rude peasants of the Alps dictate conditions to 
him. Of this harsh expression he, not long 
ftfler, found cause to repent ; for the Swiss, in 
a pressing emergency, when he sent to demand 
their aid on any terms, abruptly refused to 
listen to any overtures. 

■ In the month of July a body of Confederates 
marched down the valley of the Ticino, and 
spread terror to the very gates of Milan. 
Their object, they gave out, was, in consequence 
of a treaty with the Pope, to reduce the Duke 
of Ferrara to the subjection he owed to the 
holy see. They did not however make any con- 
•iderable progress : their pay, which the Fug- 
gers,an eminent mercantile house atAugsburg, 
had engaged to advance, not being duly issued ; 
' and perhaps (ss indeed was suspected bymany ) 
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soitie of their leaders having yielded to tlitf 
teinjilation of FrencW corruption, they returned 
iKime, without having molested any of their , 
ncif^libours. The pope wartnly resented tliis 
dereliction of his cause, and even inflicted his 
spiritual censures on those who had disappoint^ 
ed bis sanguine expectations. 

Soon after this fruitless expedition, three 
Swiss messengers were seized by the French in 
the Milanese; their dispatches' were tt^ken 
from them, and two of them were eveareported 
to have been put to death. Schwitz was fore- 
most in declaring its intention to revenge thisr 
insult, and instantly called upon the whole con- 
federacy to Join in ao expedition for that pur- 
pose. France oGTered an3ple satisfaction, out 
without effect. Ten thousand Confederates 
assembled in the month of November at Va-^ 
resa, and actually advanced to within a few 
miles of Milan. Gaston de Foix, at that time 
governor of the duchy, collected all his 
forces, and marched out to meet thcni ; but 
finding that he could not, with any prospect 
of success, hazard an engagement, he con- 
tented himself with observing their motions, 
and cutting off their supplies. They had 
spread wide over the country, and committed 
much havock, when on a sudden, for reasons 
that have never been ascertained, they turned 
off towards. Comoj and in a few days returned to 
their 
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their homed. Several hive ascribed this sudden ( 
retreat to the hon-arrival of some expected aid ^ 
from Rome and Venice* but many have again 
suspected the all pervading influence of French 
seduction. 

The Bishop of Sion meanwhile, finding that 
he could not prevail over bis antagonist in his 
own country, where the baron was singularly 
beloved, resolved to calumniate him in the can- 
tons, with some of which this hated rival was 
connected by the tie of w-burghership. The 
> crafty prelate succeeded so well at Berne, that 
the baron's name was actually struck out of the 
list of citizens : the latter however resolved to 
come in person to this city, and vindicate his 
conduct ; but being arrived at Friburg, he was 
sdzed, thrown into a dungeon, and put to the 
rack in order to extort a confession of his se- 
cret practices with France. He was at the eve 
of bdng led to the scafibld, when Francis Ar- 
sent, the Avoyer, commiserating his fate, faci- 
Utated his escape. The burghers upon this, ex- 
asperated against the humane magistrate, seized 
and tortured his person, sentenced him to lose 
his' head, and saw him publicly executed. ■ The . 
baron, who hadfled toNeuchattel,was demanded 
by Berne, and surrendered. He was here tried; 
but the evidence adduced by the Friburghers 
being deemed insufficient, he was actjuitted and 
VOL. II. X released. 
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CHAP, rdeased. He returned -to tbe Valais, where he 
I <x>nUDued to promote the French interest. Ilie 
bishop in the interim, hzTing incurred the 
odium of the people, was bani^ed by the ostra- 
cism of the mace,^ and fled under various dis- 
guises, and through innumerable dai^ers, to 
Rome, where his zeal for the holy church, or 
rather his implacable aversion to the French, 
was rewarded by the long wished-for idagnity of 
cardinal. 

In an age chiefly influenced by the policy of 
such men as Julius, Maximilian, and Ferdinand 
the Catholic, few instances can be expeaed of 
int^rity, honour, or even common probity; 
and this period accordingly exhibits so rapid a 
succession of broken engagements, and such a 
complicated variety of unlocked for combina- 
tions and treaties, all of them most solemnly 
ratified, and the greatest part of them as wan- 
tonly infringed the very instant the momentary 
and sdfish purposes for which they were made . 
had been accomplished, that v(hiletheunravdUng 
ofthem must perplex the historian, the best de- 
t^l that can be given will only serve to exdte in- 
dignaticm in the reader who looks for improve* 
ment in the contemplation of past events. 

The Pope and the King of Aragoa having 

' See Dote 21 in p. 9? of liis TDlii])ie> 

-obtained 



THE HtiVETiC CONFEDERACV. 315 

obtuoed t^ objects for wbich they hid see on ohap. 
foot the league of Cambaray, (tfee former baviE^ •, 
acquired an unccMitrolled ascendency over Vt* 
nice,, and the latter the pessesHOn of the kit\g- 
dom of Nai^es,) tliey not only deserted the aili- 
aace, but, k beiag now bighly conducive to 
both of them that France should retain no foot- 
ii^ in ba}y, they instantly entered into a dose 
union with Venice against that kingdom, into 
which they gradually allured the «mperor, and 
even the young and unsuspecting JClng of Eng' 
land i and availing themsdves of die personal 
enmity the Swiss entertained ag^Qst the French 
monarch, an^. of the influence of the Cardiaal 
of Slon, who now returned to his country with 
the legatine authority,, they found little di£-' 
ciilty in engaging the cantons in their causes 
To this leagae, which had nothing in view but 
reducing the power of Lewis, the Pope, as head 
of the church, and the King of Aragon, wbo 
made rdigion the cloak for all his artifices, had 
tke consummate assurance and hypocrisy to 
ascribe the epithet holy. 
Early in this yrar the twelve cantons renewed 
, their hereditary union with the house of Au- 
' atria, at that time represented by the Emperor 
JUtaximilian, and his grandson Charles, the fu- 
ture sovereign of the most extensive monarchy 
in Europe. They also sent deputies to Vented 
X 2 to 
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CHAP, to concert measures with the CarcUnal of Sion, 
■-'-V**.-' for the final expulsion of the French out of 
Lombardy. On the Hxth of May they took 
the field, near twenty thousand in nuitiber« and 
proceeding from Coire, their place of rendez- 
vous, through Trent and Verona, joined abody 
of Venetians at Villa-Franca, and advanced ra- 
pidly towards the Milanese, the whole of which 
was at their approach evacuated by the Frendi 
generals de la Palice and Normandie, except the 
castles of Milan, Novarra, and Cremona, and 
those of Lugano and Locarno, the towns of 
which were occupied by the Confederates. Al- 
though the whole had been possessed in the 
name of the Hdy League, yet particular appro- 
priations were immediately made to the dif- 
ferent coalesced parties. Among other inferior . 
allotments, Parma, Hacentia and Bologna were 
surrendered to the pope; Lugano, Locarno, and 
Domo were retwned by the cantons'; the Valte- 
line and Chiavenna by the Grison leagues ; and 
what remained of the duchy of Milan waa re- 
served for Ma^milian, the eldest son of the 
lately deceased Lewis Sforza, a man truly, 
though not always undeservedly, unfortunate. 
The confederate bands after this returned to 
- their homes, where they arrived about the 
middle of August, bearing with them a sword 
of pure gold, a ducal cap lined with ermine, and 
several . 
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several' consecrated banners of KcH brocade, all cHap. 
which bad been presented to them by the popCf 
who at the same time conferred on them the 
title of Defenders of the Church, 

The Confederates nciw spared none of the 
vassals or other retainers of the French king, 
ITiey Seized on the county of Neuchattel,which 
had about this time- devolved to Lewis Duke of 
Orleans, in right of Joan of Hochberg his con* 
soft ; but. which, after retaining it seventeen 
years, they, being still more swayed, by justice 
than expediency, freely returned to the rightful 
hcir.9 The' canton of Soleure also took posses- 
ion of the county of Thierstein, solely because 
its.-propri^or had entered' into ithe Frexich seTv 
vice. This also was soon;after restoredi but to 
the sequel it l^;ally ireverted to, and was Anally 
incorporated with the canton. 

Several irf the members of the H<dy League, 
GO &r from being satisfied with tbea$ee^^n$ 
they had obtained in the late partition, formed 
new pretensions, which gave rise hot only to 
private remonstrances, but even to public con- 
tests among themselves. Their animosities how- 
ever did not so far blind them, as to conoea} 
from them the necessity of retiunlog the frtcpd* 
shipof the Svtss cantons, in order to set:lij:ethe 

' The canton of Uri could nerer be brought to consent 
to thit resdtntioo. 

objects 
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csfAP. olgects they had in vieor ; and so ai^mt were 
I incBr:of the Christiaopotren) that xt three diets 
h«ld « Baden, Zuric, andLueem, the former 
in August, and the two others in Sqitembei;, 
there actual}}' ^^eared plentpotentiarles from 
the Pc^, the £mperor, the Kii^ of France, 
England, and Aragon^ the republic of Venice, 
the Dukes of Milan, Savoy, and Lorraiu, and 
other iiifiirior states. At these meetings tbe 
pope, no doubt through the intngues of the 
Cardinal, of Sioi», appears always to have had 
the greater Influence ; and yet even this crafty 
advocajte fotiitd it inquKslble to obtain what had 
long since been the g^eat object of the pontiff's 
wishes, a body of troops to reduce his refract 
tory vasEal, the Duke cdF Ferrara. The Coafe- 
dievates were unwilling' to fosient new wars in 
Italy ; and, with -a fliew to prevent it, they 
a^eed to send an embassy to Rome; the pope 
having requested it ^m a desire, no dd^ibt, to 
ialpr-dss' other powecs with, an opinion of the. 
aijceodency he had gained over this forahlabls 
mtionw lliese ambassadors, haviitg takea Ve- 
nice io their way, heavd the load com^daints of 
that senate botfa'ajfaidst the pope and the em- 
jMror, fov having laid daun to many c^ their 
t«nitovies, whicii had been gratuitously asngn- 
ed to them by the league of Cambray; the 
latter of whom had moreover avowed the pio- 
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jectof wifflag the duchy of Milan for hb graqd- chap. 
son Charies, who by that accession would have >-cv-«i-* 
become the sole arbiter of the fete of Italy. The 
Swiss ambassadors were sumptuously received, 
and greatly caressed at Rome: they acceded to 
allthepopere(iuiredof(hem} but obtained none 
of the objects they were instructed to demand, 
the principal of which was the restitution of 
Parma asd Fkcentia to the Duke of Milan. Ju- 
lius, under the specious paretence of ppeserving 
the peace of Italy, prevailed on them to use their 
bestendeavourstopacify theVeoetians} butthe 
attempt they OFiade for this purpose proved in- 
efliectual. The emperor hereupon, and the 
pope, foroied a rcw allisnce a^dnst Venice; 
and this republic, a few months after it bad con- 
tributed towards the expnl^on of the French 
king out of Lombardy, was now in a manner 
compelled to espouse hi? cause, and was in the 
lequel not a little iestrumental in reinstating 
Jiiro in the possession of Milan. 

No intrigues, promises, or menaces of the 
n^Kbourittg slates could, meamvbile, dtvert 
the Confederates from their firm purpose of 
w^mnfy investing Masimtti^ Sforza with the 
datchy of MUan. The emperor himself, after 
fnany 'fruitless evadons, acceded at length to a 
treaty made at Baden, by which the- cantons 
guaranteed the possession o£ Milan to this 
young 
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CHAP, young prince ; who in return confirmed to 
^^^-v^ them the ibsolute soverrig^ty over the baiU- 
wicks of Lugano, Locarno, and Val Maggia, 
and agreed moreover to pay them the sum of 
two hundred thousand ducats, and an annual 
subsidy of forty tliouaand ducats. Several of 
the chief magistrates of the cantons were upon 
this deputed, who in the month of December 
rep^ed to Milan, had a previous conference 
with Maximilian, who had lately returned from 
Germany, and on the last day of the year at- 
tended his public entry into the city, amidst the 
joyful acclamations of the people. At the gate, 
the landamman of Uri, in the name of the vhole 
confederacy, delivered into his hands the keys 
of his capital, and all the muniments and insig- 
nia belonging to the supremacy of the duchy. 
A few days after, the duke ratified the treaty 
of Baden, confirmed the cession of the three . 
bailiwicks, solicited the further mediation of 
the cantons for the restoration of Parma and 
Flacentia, and also of the Valteline and Chia- 
venna from the hands of the Grisons ; but at 
the same time expressed his anxiety at an au- 
dience they had granted to a splendid embassy 
from France, which, knowing Lewis's deter- 
piined purpose to possess the Milanese, be freely 
acknowledged had alarmed hts fears. 
The French kipg, in fact, having now suffir 
dently 
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cietitljr experienced that the htc of.MUan dci- chap. 
pended chiefly on the Confederates, resolved to w^v-«^ 
mike another attempttowards condUating thdr 
friendship. He sent- to demand safe conducts 
for persons of no kss consequence than the 
Marshal Duke de la Tremouille, Claudius de 
S&yssal. Bishop of Marseilles, one of the most 
eloquent men of his court, and iipbert de Ville' 
neuve President ofD^on, a civilian ofgre&t re- 
pute, whom he proposed to send to them in 
the highest diplomatic characters. ., His pride 
however must have been'abundandy mortified 
when he found that even these passports would 
be withheld by those jude moUotaijieei's, whom 
he had so.latefy rieviled, uriless he would previ- 
, ously pay them the sum' of: twoi and twenty 
thousand crowns for a dormant claim, surren* 
der the castles of Lugano and Lorarno, still held 
by his. garrisons, and solemnly engage not to 
suffer any of his emissaries to laoK' recruits 
among the Confederates, without the consent 
of the magistrates. The monarch brooked the 
humiliation^ and when he had complied with 
(hese terms, his ambassadors appeared at a diet 
held at Lucern on the eleventh of February. 
The persua^ve bishop, in the name of his col- 
leagues, descanted in, the most energetic lan- 
guage on the many and evident' proofs his mas- 
ter had given of his earnest desife to be upon 
friendly 
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cw/t. ftiencDy fccms with ike aahtdiw : Iieextenuiiied 
> diebarsluAssof an unguarded cxpresuoe, and 
jnttmsted t3ht th^re was notlofig tbey could 
»k wbtch, if in ihts pOMnx, tbo kjog would soft 
comply vitb i.he reminded tbem that the »U 
Itaneeft wfaiclk iod hmg aubaisted bdtween France 
asd the CcHifcdarates bad ever been aiucnaUy 
advaotageond ; whereas boti, partks had bM 
too dften been tbd dupes of Italian perfidy : he 
apprized them' that the king was altha<.T«y 
time solicited foy an Italian state to ctiier.into a 
dew alliance f'o' bat that, prafarrtBg thefriead- 
ihip of the Confedoratea before that of all other 
nations, he should dday his aaswer iintil such 
time as he sltttuld knaw tbeir determination t 
tbx if he had' them on Mb side, he shootd 
neither seek' nor stand in need of any other 
ud. A negotiaiion wpaa this commenced i 
many conceasioas were made by the Fraiclt 
ambassadorv^nd many jmtats were adjusted tQ 
the mutQsil s^isfectron of tlie putted ; but an 
insurmountable obstacle was at length scaxiedt 
which infituiidy pot an end to the conference t 
the king dmiaitded their consent to h^ taking 
possession of the dachy of 'Milan, which he 
elaimed as ifis ktwfbl inheritance, and which 
they, on the other hand, having lat^y obtamed* 

•? AUodiog no cimibi to the tBen of VeiiiM. 

it 
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it by co'aquest, and formaUy granted it, main-' chap. 
tained that ttiey were botmd by their guarantee- v. 
to jprescarve to its present possessor. 

Some expectaticHis of a material change in the 
^BBursof Italy were now raised by the death o£ 
Pope JuHns the Second, ^o ex[bred on thei 
twCTty-first of Febmary f bat the cotnmancfing 
^ch of Leo the TeiAh, his soccessbr, though 
nather so martial nor so implacable as that of 
Ins predecessor, had yet the same pdicy in view, 
namely, the securing to the chuicfa: the euprei^ 
asceadttpcy within the Alps^ for which purpose 
ke w«nt through the same rapid alternation ol 
jnezaures, and succes;noa of treaties, allianceBj 
and breaches of promise, that had marked the 
preocding. pontificate. His first ol^ect was to 
renew the affiance with the cantons ; and the 
Car^nalof Sion, in his behalf, still exerted afi 
lus influence to prevent thdr Itstemng to any 
overtures: on the part of France. Neverthelea 
t.ewis, being well apprized that the new pope 
did not harbour so inveterate an antipathy 
ag^unst him as had ever animated his prede- 
cessor, and having moreover secured the asnsti 
ance of the Venetians, thought he might venture 
an expedition into Italy withont the danger of 
so EttriJbom a. resistance as he had hitherto ex< 
perienced from the pontiff. His army, consist, 
^ig of four and twenty thousand men, com- 
manded 
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0HA7. manded by U Tretnouille and the aged Trivulcv 
meeting with scarce any redstance, soon pene- 
trated beyond the Sesia, and threatened the 
coital of Milan. Duke MaximiliaD, in this ex- 
treme danger, most of his towns having volun- 
tarily Aurrendered to the invaders, had imme- 
diate recourse to the Confederates. These came 
without dday, about, twelve thouaand in num- 
ber ; and having been joined at Tortooa by the 
duke, and a few dispirited 'Italians wbonr he 
had with some difficulty collected, they pro- 
ceeded towards Novarra, into which place, as 
the French had stwwn a manifest intention to 
besi^ it, they threw a garriscm deemed suffi- 
cient fcM- its defence. 

In porsuance of the treaty between the pypc 
and the cantons, a comluned army, udder the 
command of Raymond de Cardona Viceroy of 
Maples, was to co-operate with the Confisderatcs 
in the defence of Lombardy against the French. 
The Viceroy actually :^roadicd with no in- 
considerable force; but he soon gave indications 
that his purpose was merely an ostensible -dis. 
play, and that in reality he nieant only to look 
on at a distance. The Swiss soon percdved the 
^acy of hb desultory motions, and sent biro 
w(»:d that they should place no reliance in his 
proffered aid. The French meanwhile had 
brought a numerous artillery before Novarra, 
and 
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and began to batter the walls with such fiiry, chaa 
that sereral breaches were soon opened. These ^ 
however the Confederates wholly disregarded, 
and not only neglected to repwr, but even to 
mask them ; nor would they sufer the gates 
of the town to be shut, intimating to their ene- 
mies by a herald, that thdr bodies were the 
ramparts and fences on which they chiefly re- 
lied. The French, exasperated at the obstinate 
resistance they met with, resolved on a genend 
assault } but having been repulsed with It»3, 
and receiving intelligence that a fresh tiody of 
Confederates was approaching, they r^ed the 
»ege, and retreated into a strong camp about 
three miles from the town. In the evening of 
the fifth of June, eight thousand Confederates 
joined the garrison, and brought intelligence 
that a further reinforcement was approaching, 
under the command of Ulric Count of Hohen- 
Sas. In the night the chiefs deliberated on the 
steps to be taken, and agreed not to wait for 
the reinforcement, that the enemy might not 
have tira</ to strengthen their intrenchments : 
■but to ' n^arch out immediately and begin the 
attack before day-6reak, that the darkness of 
the night might in some measure screen them 
from the effect of the numerous artillery they 
knew thfey had to encounter. Thus resolved, Battle of 
they sallied forth through the gates and breaches, ^°'""- 
and 
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CHAP, and formiag in two columnss the one about 
I seven, and the other three thousand in number, 
they advanced rapidly towards the enemy. 
While the latter column kept the cavaUy ia 
awca the former marched straight up to the ar- 
tillery, and rushed with their usual in^tuosity 
upon the Lansquenets and French infantry sta- 
tioned for its defence. Their ^proach how< 
ever could sdther be so rapid or unperceived, 
as to prevent a great havock being committed 
among them by the brisk fire kept up by the 
heavy pieces of ordnance. The hostile ranks 
for some time r^tdsed each other ahernately 
jike contending billows, and the victory retnun- 
ed long doubtful, until the battle-axes of the 
Swiss prevailed ; and most of the Lansquenets 
having been cut to pieces, the whole artillery 
was seized. AU that remained of the enemy's 
army hereupon fled in such dismay, that their 
commanders found it imposdble to rally or de- 
tain any of them, until they had reached the 
confines of France. The whole of the cavalry 
escaped, the Swiss having no horse for the pur- 
suit. The loss of the French in this battle, 
which lasted about three hours, was estimated 
at nearly ten thousand. Of the Confederates, 
about two thousand are said to have fallen. 
The victorious survivors, loaded with spoils 
(the whole of the French camp haiTpg fallen 
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i^o thck iiands) returned in the course cf - the chap. 
day to Novarra, where Aey -were oeodved with v 
excessive joy by M«aiipHian, who found him- 
Bdf now a second liroc reiostated in his duke- 
dom by the CoB£cderate6. 
- Such was the £ii&e iim Swiss tkrived £cQin 
this viaory, that they wrae now iiniversaUy 
deemed invincible; and writers of acknowledg. 
ed impartiality and diacenDanent^" have not he- 
.^ated to acknowkc^ that, 'considering the 
intrqudityof the ;dtad£,-v.Gluntarilyundert;tkea, 
with a force '^eady infErior in numbeors » iveU 
as arms, and unsupported by either arttlkry or 
hoFse, they much doubted whether any of the 
battles descr&ed by the Greek and Roman his- 
torian, can be compared with this, for conduct 
juidhercHsm. With this renown, and with abun- 
dance of trophies and spoils, the Confederates 
returned to their respective homes, whore they 
all arrived before the end o£ July. 

Various causes, among which the distribu- 
tion of the rich booty lately brou^t from Italy- 
was not one of the least prevalent, soon excited 
murmurs in the country, which being fomented 

'" Paul Jovius; Guicdardin!, &c. The latter bestows 
uncoromon praise on one of the Swiss leaders whom he calls 
Motin ; but he appears to have been misinformed, at least 
as to his name. See Wattev.Hjst. delaConf. HIev.T. II. 
p. 80. 

by 
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CHAP, by the crafty legate and lus creatbres, shortly 
I broke out into open insurrection. All who were 
suspected of ^Touring the cause of France 
bong particularly obnoxious, several of them 
were put to death by popular decrees; and 
among these, even the aged and venerable ban- 
neret of Berne, Caspar Hetzd, whose son bad, 
against his father's consent, engaged in the 
French service. The nug^trates of Berne, 
Lucem, and Soleure, where the insurgents had 
been most outrageous, made several concessitms, 
and even [voceeded with great severity against 
all who were convicted of having secretly re- 
ceived French stipends, or having been instru- 
mental iti clandestine levies: but recollecting 
likewise the example of the Romans, who, in 
seditious times, were wont to avert the fury (rf 
the pet^le by directing it against foreign ene- 
mies,they resolved to send an expedition abroad; 
and as a war with France they knew would be 
most popular, and no treaty or even truce sub- 
usted between the two nations, they determined 
uofto invade that kingdom, in conjunction with 
^" the emperor, who had in fact urged the project, 
and promised to supply the sums required for 
the purpose, and with the King of England, 
who had recently invaded France with a for- 
midable army. Their forces, commanded by 
James de Watteville, met at Besan9on, and were 
there 
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lliere joined by Uiric Duke ofWiirtemburg chap 
with a body of imperial cuirassiers and some ar- <,»^/ 
tillery, and in a short time penetrated to tho 
gates of Dijon, into which place the Marshal 
de la Tremouillcj lately returned from Italy, 
had thrown himself with all the forces he had 
been able to collect. A wide breach was soon 
opened in the walls of this place, and the Con- 
federates were preparing for a general assault, 
io tlie great terror of the inhabitants, when la 
'f remouille, conscious front the experience of 
former engagements, that he should not be 
able to resist the attack of such an enemy, and 
aware likewise that this place being once re- 
duced, .the capital and the whole kingdom 
would be exposed to the invaders, resolved to 
avert the impending danger by a delusive 
treaty, which, at the time it was negotiating, 
he was well assui'ed his sovereign would not 
ratify. Some of their leaders having been pre- 
viously brought over, the following very ad- 
vantageous capitulation was accepted by the 
Confederates, without hesitation. ' The king^ 
it stipulated, ' shall renounce all pretensions to 
' the Dutchy of Milan and the county of Astt, 
' and surrender all the strong holds his troops 
',still occupy in X^ohardy : he shall pay, at 
, ' stated periods, the sum of four hundred thou- 
vot. II. • Y ' sand 
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CHAP. ' sand crowns to the Confederates :" the Duke 
i^-y^ * of Wurtemberg shall be reinstated in the pos- 
' session of all the appendages of the county 
' ofMonbilliard, and shall moreover beindem- 
' nified fur all his losses in this expedition : the 
' king shall strictly prohibit all clandestine 

* levies in the cantons and their dependencies : 
' and lastly, the Lord de MezicreSj nephew to 
' la Tremouille, and four other men of high 
' rank, shall be delivered to the Confederates 
' as hostages lor the punctual execution of this 

* treaty.' Tbe instrument having been duly 
signed and sealed on the thirteenth of Septem- 
ber, the Swiss broke up their camp ; and re- 
plied to the - loud clamours of the Duke of 
Wurtemberg and the Imperialists, that the 
emperor, in not having issued the sums he bad 
solemnly engaged to supply them witb, had in 
fact been the first to break the contract. The 
King of England, having miS-spent much of 
his time at the sieges ^f Tarouane and Toiunay, 
found the season too far advanced for any fur- 
ther enterprise : and thus was France delivered 
from a danger more imminent than any it had 
ever been exposed to from foreign invasion. 

Appeiaei Before the close of this memorable year the 

addedlodie ., _ . •' 

9>iifeiie- confederacy received its last accession, by th^ 

ii GuKciaidituiays 60p,O0O. 

incorporation 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACr. S3l 

incorporation of the country of Appenzel, as a chap; 
thirteenth canton. The conditions were nearly v^-v-^ 
similar to those granted to Friburg, Solenrej 
and Shaflfhausen. The federal act was signed 
on the tenth of Decemher. 

The first intimation the Confederates had 
of the fallacy of the treaty of Dijon, was the 
discovery that the four hostages, instead of 
being men of rank, as had been stipulated, 
were in fact common inhabitants of that city, 
to whom spurious names had been ascribed ; 
and that the Lord de Meziers had availed him- 
' lelf of the first opportunity that offered, to 
make his escape. Soon afler they likewise 
learnt that the king, pretending that la Tre- 
mouille was not invested with full powers to 
accede to so dishonourable a treaty (by which 
nevertheless his throne had been preserved), 
had positively refused to ratify it. Although 
exasperated at this duplicity, they however, 
being equally incrased against the emperor, 
who had repeatedly sported with their unguardr 
ed simplicity, abstained from an immediate re- 
newal of hostilities ; the season moreover, ren- 
dering an expedition at this time too arduous, if 
not impracticable. 

The succeeding year was chiefly consumed i*^*^ 
in intricate and subtle negotiations among the . 
different powers who were interested in the 
T S possession 
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CHAP, possession of Milan. The policy of Leo the 
' Tenth was equally solicitous that neither 
France, the Emperor, or Spain, should possess 
that important province, made him alternately 
promote different combinations among the con- 
tending parties, according as they appeared to 
him most expedient. Lewis, notwithstanding 
the indign&tion he had excited by his refusal to 
ratify the treaty of Dijon, yet, ever aware of 
the importance of the conc\irrence, or at least 
the neutrality of the Confederates, towards ef- 
fecting his purpose in Lombardy, had recourse 
to the mediation of the Duke of Savoy, and 
proposed a new treaty to the cantons. The at- 
tempt, ho^vever proved abortive, the fulfilling 
of the capitulation being the only condition to 
which they would listen. Having tailed in this 
object, he n^;otiated with the Emperor and 
the King of Arragon, and obtained from them 
a cessation of hostilities, which, having moreover 
~ made his peace with England," left him at li- 

" A Swim embassy appeared at this time in Louden. 
Two deputies dispatclicd by the cantons were received with 
much distinction, and a negnliation Was set on foot tor an 
effeniive alliance against France; but King Henry hearing 
that Ferdinand, his &ther-in-law, had made a truce with 
Lewb, broke off the conference. — ' This is the third time," 
said Henry, ' the old fox has deceived me,' He made a 
peace with Lewis, which was cemented by the marriage of 
this monarch with his sister Mary. 

berty 
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berty to renew his attempt upon Milan. Thus ' 
were the Swiss once more destined to be the ^ 
- sole defenders of the dutchy of Milan : for 
though, towards the end of this year, they re- 
newed their alliance with the pope, yet they 
well knew that no temporal co-operation could 
be expected from that quarter : and it was no 
small discouragement to them, when they found 
that the young Duke Maximilian had given 
such manifest proofs of his incompetency for 
the cares of government, as to incur the con- 
tempt of his' subjects ; who moreover, com- 
plaining that the Confederates had drained 
their country of almost all its specie, and assum- 
ed an oppressive superiority over them, were 
far from being well inclined to their cause, 
and much less disposed than hel'etofore, to as~ 
sist in repelling an invasion. 

On the first day of the succeeding year, one 
of the most memorable in tne annals of the Hel- 
vetic Confederacy, died Lewis the Twelfth, a 
victim of his tenderness and complacency to 
his young and lovely bride. This event, how^ 
ever, did not materially affect the state of pub- 
lic affairs, since Francis the First, his successor, 
brought with him to the throne a desire no Ies3 
ardent and stimulating for the acquisition 6t 
Milan, than had. incessantly goad^ his prede^ 
cesser. The French party in Swimerlsnd, 
vhictu 
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CHAP, vhicfa, BoiwithBtandiog its unpopulBrity> wu 
I by no means inconsiderable, made a new effort 
to restore harmony between the two nations, 
but still tinsuccessfully ; an embassy which the 
king offered to send to the cantons being re- 
fused admission, unless he would previously 
ratify and execute the convention of Dijon. 
As this measure would at once have invalidated 
his claim upon Milan, he hesitated no longer 
in making preparjitions for war; and these 
were so formidable that, though their motive, 
as he alledgedj was merely to humble the pride 
of the Confederates, and to guard against their 
threatened invasion of his kingdom, both the 
Emperor and the King of Arragon took such 
umbrage at their extent, as once more induced 
them to apply to the cantons for defensive alli- 
ances. As no doubt was now entertained of 
the true destination of the French armament, 
they promised to seod considerable forces into 
liombardy, to co-operate .with those of the 
Confederates in the defence of Milan; ei^age- 
meats which, hke all the former, they broke as 
soon as emergencies required the fulfilment of 
them, or their purposes were answered. The 
cantons fortified their passes in the Jura, and 
raajrched an army into Italy, which, including 
eighteen thousand volunteers, amounted to at 
kaat forty tbotvaod men.; a force which> had 

it 
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it been duly supplied witli the money that had chap. 
been promised, and had notj in consequence of \jr~r'<J 
this default, dissensions crept in among its dif- 
ferent bands, would assuredly have coped with 
all the power Prance could have brought out 
against it. Hieir leaders, among whom the 
C^dinal of Sion held a conspicuous place, 
throughout this campaign, thought it advisable 
to occupy the passes over Mount Genevre, the 
vmly roads th&t were then thought practicable 
between France and Italy; and strong detach- 
ments were accordingly stationed at Susa and 
Pignerol, in hopes of defeating the attempt of 
the French monarch in its very origin. 

Francis having been informed of these pre- 
parations, and being well aware that no army 
he could bring into the field would be able to 
force the passes, defended by these hardy 
mountaineers, began to doubt the practicability 
■of bis intended expedition. The old and ex- 
perienced Trivulci however, who throughout 
these wars had frequently explored the nature 
and situation of the chain of -mountains that 
divides the Dauphin^ and ProvenCe from Lom- 
bardy, apprized the king that he knew of a 
third pass through which, though with enor- 
mous difficulty, his army might penerate ; and 
stimulated the emulation of the young mo- 
. narch, by representing to him that, this deed 

onc4 . 
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ctiAP. once achieved, his glory might far surpass that 
<s^<"c%^ of ITanuibal, \^ho had crossed the Alps through 
one of its easiest passes^ and without a train of 
artjiler}', \tbich he confessed might well be 
considered as an insurmountable impedimelit 
in this arduous enterprise. The pass be indi- 
cated led through (he mountains of Argeatierre 
and GuiUeijtre, between the Cottian and mari^ 
time Alps. The king assembled his farces at 
Embrun. Although the emperor had pro- 
missed the Confederates not to snfferlhe French 
to raise any troops in Germany, yet above 
twenty thousand Lansquenets were seen in this 
army. Three thousand pioneers were employ- 
ed in blowing up and p'Tfoiating rocks, and 
clearing p.iths, wlucli after all were terrific to 
behold ; and even in constructing stages 
against the craggy precipices. Along these 
the soldiers, with iDcrcdtble labour, drt^ged 
their heavy cannon up to the lofty summits, 
and with stiti greater difficulty let them .down 
into the opposite V4lleys. They saw one moun- 
tain succeeding to another, one steep Tisiog 
above others which Lad appeared insurmount- 
able ; and after five days of incessant toil, at 
length opened upon the plain of Saluzzo, into 
-which tliey transferred their artillery, and gra- 
dually descended their whole army, which 
meeting with no resistaace, spread rapidly to 
Covi, 
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Coni, and Villa-Fraiica, where la Palice sur- chap. 

V. 

prized and took, a detachment commanded by v-*-*-^ 
Prosper Colonna, The Swiss having called in 
their detachments, and evacuated TuriD, the, 
king made his entry into that capital od the 
eigliteenth of Aug^ist. 

The Confederates, who had withlndrawn to- 
wards Novarra, perceived now that they were 
once more deceived by their treacherous allies. 
The Emperor had promised a body of cavalry, 
but not a single man appeared. Ferdinand, 
besides the aid he had promised in Italy^ had 
engaged to ipvade France on the side t>{ Per- 
pignan and Fontarabia ; but no sooner had he 
' been assured that Francis was marching his 
army over the Alps, than he disbanded the forces 
he had collected in that quarter. The money 
too that had been promised theiu by the Popfe 
and other allies was withheld ; and want, i^is" 
trust, and disappointment, pervaded their dis- 
pirited racks ; they saw themselves compelled, 
rather than perish by hunger, to procure suste- 
nance by acts of violence, which spread terror, 
and raised greatclamouts against tbem tlu:ough- 
out the country. 

These muroiurs and disturbances in the Swiss 
camp did not escape the vigilance of the French 
King and his wary counsellors ; and he con- 
ceived new hope; of being able to obtain the 
object 
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CHAP, object of his expedition, by the peaceful meaos 
>,^-«^ of negociatioQ. The Duke of ^voy^ the cus- 
tomary mediator between these two nations, 
opened a conference, in which Francis mode 
such advantageous offers, as, but for the artfut 
insinuations of the cardinal of Sion, would pro- 
bably have put an end to tlie war. This crafty 
prelate, who had personally derived great ad- 
vantages from the prosecution of the contest 
found means so to irritate the Confederates of 
Schwitz, Uri, and Zug, gainst the French, 
that they not only refused to participate in the 
ii^;ociation, but, being firmly resolved to de- 
fend Milar, left the camp and marched into 
that city, while the others remained behind, 
still dubious what measures to pursue. 

The king, while this negotiation was pend- 
ing, did not neglect to spread his arms, and to 
possess himself of many strong places round 
him, all which surrendered without resistance. 
At Novarra he recovered the train of artillery 
which had, two years before, been taken by the 
Swiss. He occupied Pavia, and detachments 
of his army advanced to the very gates- of Mi- 
lan. The conferences were once more renew- 
ed, under the auspices ' of the Duke of Savoy. 
The terms oiFered by Francis were, that Duke 
Maximilian, on surrendering Milan, should be 
created Didce of Nemours, espouse a princess of 
the 
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the royal blood, and hold high and lucrative ghap. 
offices in France : that the king should puctu- v^V'h/ 
allj perform all the pecuniary conditions sti- 
pulated in the convention of Dijon, and more* 
over pay three hundsed thousand crowns for 
-the expences of this campaign, and a like sum 
■for the recovery of the Alpine provinces lately 
ceded to the cantons and the Grisons by Maxi- 
milian. This treaty having been' duly ratified 
by the plenipotentiaries of each party at Galera, 
on the eighth of Septeraber, twelve thousand of ' 
the Confederates, chiefly of Berne, Fribourg; 
and Soleure, prepared for their retiirUj and ac- 
tually proceeded in their way homewards. 
They replied to the remonstrances of their coun- 
trymen, that they were weary of (he treachery 
ef the Italians; that the Viceroy of Naples, 
who commanded an army of allies on the Po, 
might long since have joined them, but had 
evidently kept at a distance, that the whole 
burden of the war niight fall upon them ; and 
-that like a vulture he hovered round them, n<rt 
to assist in, but to profit by the slaughter ; that 
they were resolved not to follow the example 
of such fallacious friends: but having made an 
honourable peace with France, were deter- 
mined punctually to observe its cooditionSy 
This retreat being made known, the Spaiiuih> 
Papal, and Tuscan forces^ advanced along ^& 
Po, 
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CHAP. Po, with a seeming intention to protect tlie 
^^~^-^ TVIilLHiese, but chiefly with a view, by this ap- 
pearance of an intcuded co-operation; to pre- 
vent the total defection of the Confederates. 
They wore followed and kept in awe by a body 
of Venetians comiiiauded by d'Alviano; but 
the king, not trusting altogether to this uncer- 
tain ail), took post at Marignaii, about nine 
miles from Milan, in order to prevent the junc- 
tion of the Spaniards with the Confederates 
who had strayed behind in the latter city, and 
had recently been joined by a fresh body of their 
countrymen from Zuric and Zug, under the 
command of Mark Roust, burgomaster of 
Zuric, 
Battu or The French army consisted of fifity thousand 
igwiD. ^j- jijg ghoictst troops of the kingdom, with a 
numerous cavalry, aod an artillery which had 
never yet been equalled in Italy. It was ani- 
mated by the presence of a youn^ and beloved 
monarch, and led by the first generals of the 
age." Tlie country about Marignan, vvas in- 
tersected by many wide and deep trencbesj 

" Among these were numbered the famed constable of 
Bourbon, the Dukeof Gud'lcrs at the head of 10,000 men 
of bis black bands, John Stuart marshal of Aubigny, Tre- 
mouiUsj Trivulci, I,autrec, la Palice, Bayard, Montmorend, 
aid many others of no less eminence for conduct as well ai^ 
«ourage. 

offerii^ 
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oSering great impediments to an invading ar- chap. 
my. Along the most impassable of these cuts, s.^-v-o 
the French had raised strong ramparts, behind 
which they had placed their numerous artillery, 
protected by the Lansquenets and infantry : 
the cavalry accupying the flanlis, were ready to 
act according to emergencies. The number of 
Confederates who remained at Milan amount- 
ed to about twenty thousand. Theirchlef ob- 
ject was to defend the city ; but they were now 
in great commotion, many being eager to come 
to a decisive action, whilst others shewed an , 
inclination to follow their countrymen who 
had returned liome. The cardinal, at this 
crisis, stepped forth, and addressing the latter, 
insisted in the most energetic terms, that by 
thus deserting the cause they had so publicly 
and solemnly espoused, they would infallibly 
expose themselves to the imputation of perfidy 
as well as cowardice: he figured to them in 
glowing colours the glory that awaited them 
if they persisted in their honourable purpose, 
after the defection of so many of their country- 
men : addressing them all, he now reminded 
them of their past successes, and particularly 
of their late signal victory at, Novarra : and 
urged them to give another instance that their 
valour was not to be daunted by an enemy 
double their npmber, and ever so advantage- 
ouilj 
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CHAP, ously posted behind trenches, bulwarksj and a 
' formidable artillery : he admonished them b; 
no means to wait for the arrival of the allies, 
who would share in the glory of the victor^', 
without participating in the dangers of the 
combat : he fired their indignation against the 
Lansquenets, whom at all times the Swiss held 
in abhorrence; and having thus roused all their 
ferocious passions, ' seize your pikes,' he ex- 
' claimed, ' beat your drums : let us march 

* forth to encounter an audacious foe, who, 

* while he seeks to subdue the world, must fall 
' a victim to a prowess such as yours.' Many 
were irresistibly impelled by this forcible re- 
monstrance, and without order or delay, sallied 
forth towards the enemy's camp. Others 
however, and at their head the Burgomaster 
Roust, still shewed an inclination to accept the 
treaty, and return to their mountains. The 
citfdinal however, persuaded that if an engage- 
ment were once bt^un, these reluctant band* 
would not forsake their friends and country- 
men in the hour of peril, caused repeated mes- 
sengers to come to the city and report the com- 
mencement' of an action, and the danger of the 
Confederates being overpowered by numbers, 
and cut to pieces : and thus impelled, thougli^ 
the day was now far spent, the whole collected 
force advanced with such rapidity, amid shouto, 

ktud. 
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loud menaces, and mutual exhortations, that . chap. 

V. 

they reached the outposts of the enemy two w-v»j 
, hours before sunset. 

Having formed their array, they soon cleared 
the ditches, and forcing the ramparts, fell upon 
the first ranks of the infantry with impetuous 
fury, and broke their order. Through thesa 
they penetrated to the arfillery, which being , 
lev^ledtoo high, was played off with little ef- 
fect ; and a part of it, together with twelve en- 
signs of the Lansquenets, fell into the hands of 
the assailants. But the cavalry, and the king 
in person, surrounded by a numerous band of 
nobles, coming to the assistance of the disor- 
dered ranks, the conflict became most obstinate 
and bloody. The approach of flight so far 
from procuring a respite, rather increased the 
havock, which amidst a horrid din of arms, ex- 
ulting shouts, and the cries and groans of the 
wounded and expiring, raged without inter- 
mission till the fourth hour after sunset. Las- 
utude at length compelled a cessation ; both 
parties, as if by mutual consent, suspei^ing 
their blows, and seeking to rejoin their stand- 
ards. They were however all intermixed; and 
many, who, being challenged, could not repeat 
their counter-sign, stilt ^let their doom. The 
cardinal was for a while in the midst of a party 
of Lansquenets ; but availing himself of bis 
6 knowledge 

Digrr^ibyGoogle 



S44 tllE HISTORY pi* 

CHAP, knowledge of the German tongue, he escaped 
' them, and hastened to some houses then iii 
flames, where several of the Helvetic chiefs werd 
deliberating on the next measures to be taken. 
They sounded a bugle horn, and by this means 
called together mostof the confederates who had 
heen till now dispersed throughout the enemy's 
camp. Here they took some refreshment, 
which the cardinal bad hastily procured from 
Milan, and waiti:d with impatience for the re- 
turn of day. But such was the opinion gene- 
rally entertained of the issue of this conflict, 
that swift messengers had before morning al- 
ready hastened to distant parts, to announce a 
complete victory gained by the Swiss. 

The king mean while, and his generals, 
availed themselves of the obscurity of the night 
to make a new and more advantageous disposi- 
tion. The artillery was levelled with more pre- 
cision, and the forces were collected and sta- 
tioned in a manner better adapted to the na- 
ture of the country. The king hereupon laid 
his head on agun carriage, and tooksome rest: 
but his courtiers shuddered next morning, when 
they found that he haH slept within fif^y yards 
of a Swiss battalion. 

The fourteenth of September had scarce 

dawned, when the Confederates returned to the 

charge with redoubled ardor: but the enemy 

being 
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Weing now better prepared, they met vrith a char, 
much warmer receptioD. The artillecy gallttd < 
them severelyt the cavalry fell on their Saolcs, 
and in -some places broke iaupon their ranks. 
Still however they gained grouod, and expect^ 
ed every instant the palm of victory, whea 
d'Alviano, whom the king had sent for in the 
course of the night, arrived with .his light horse* 
and fell. upon their rear. They still struggled, 
with thesa accumulated forces ; and the car- 
nage was for several hours no less destructivf) 
than on the preceding night. But at length* 
seeing themselves wholly enveloped* and not 
doubting that the whole army of the Veuetiaux 
was at hand, the;- .resolved to quit the field. 
Towards iiooa ibey sounded a retreat; they 
^thered in a close column* placed their wound* 
ed in its. centre, and having loaded (he cannon 
on their shoulders, marched off the fieUina 
slow and steady pace* and with such defiance 
in their countenances* that n(me of the sutm 
rounding enemy dared to pursue them, and 
that this very defeat seemed to prove that they, 
could never again be vanquished.'* They ar'> 
rived at Milan before night. The greatest. de^ 

" Ita tamen (Oalli) victoria pottti, nt egreglfe pugnando 
Helvetios magid vicerint, quam eos in poslenim ulIU viri- 
1)U> onimuiD o^iotM, yiod poatie docoennt. Paul Jor* 
Histor. 1. xv; p. 316. Edit. 1578. 

johi II. z triment 
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CRAP, triment tbey nutained in this retroi was tltfi 
' lou of a detachment, which having taken re- 
fUge in a grange, was burnt to death bj the 
Venctiaiu. On the next day, though ^ car- 
din^ was rtill conjurii^ them to pemit in tiu» 
deatniotive war, they departed, leaving fifteen 
hundred men in the castle of Milan; aodwith- 
out any hindrance or OKdestation, withdrew 
into their country by the way of Como. 

The number of slain has perhaps in no battle 
b«en more rariousty represented than in the 
]^etent, some writ«:s makug thM of the Con- 
federate* amount to twelve and even fourteen 
ftouaand, while others do not estinmte it higher 
than three thousand. The loss of the French 
lias beenequfalty exa^erated and uuder-^ted. 
An eye-witness however on the part of the Cen- 
Cederetes," reports that the whole number of 
irtain did not exceed ten thousand ; and that it 
Was nearly equal on boA sides. Hik is more- 
over corroborated by a muster-roll of the Con- 
fedferatos after their return, by which it ajipear- 
Hi that about five thousuid of their couatrymen 
had perished in the action. All historians how- 
ever agree, thiU few battles have ever been a» 
obstinate, furious, and desttuctivo. The kiag, 
impressed with a sense of the magnitude of tho- 
dabger he bad surmounted, oxdeied masses to> 

;* L, Scbwickart. 

■ be 
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W oetebrated tbiee successive cUys <hi t^ (eld Ciu^ 
tif battle, and caiieed a cbapel to be erec^ oq t^ 
tbespot in memory of the vielory: aiuli&ev&- 
teraii Marshal Triviilcii diMioivsing on ^u$ 
event, ever declared that he bad been pFesent at 
^bteea pitched battles : that »11. except thit 
bad been children's play ; but tbfti tbiA bM b^vfk 
n haale of giHntt. 

Tbd immediate ci»ns6qWQC& of thii victorj 
vas tb6 reductioB of Uie whole Milanese \ky tl^ 
firios of FraQce- Dule Maximiliani having 
Surrendered himself and the castte of Mila^i 
vas copducted into France, vthen he wu- treat- 
ed with more lenity than bia late father^ a|i^ re- 
maioed in a private statiw until bif .d«atb. 
'fhe king ordered great care to be taken tff tb<| 
funded the Confederates had left behind 
them in the hospitals of ]Vfilan ; and sent to ttui 
cantons to apprise them ihat he was still vrilliog 
to adh(^ to th6 treaty of Gatera- This ofief 
^as long refused by five of the cantotia; an4 
Various diets were held; in which the sever^t ' 
etnissarids of the contending parties used all 
iheir skill and endeavours to influence th^ den 
lib«ratioit8. At length boweveri on th^ iwei^yr 
ninth of November of the succeeding y^ar, i 
jgeiwral paetScation was concluded ai Fribui^ 
by which the French king; as Duke of Milan, 
ceded for ever to the cantons the possession of 
%% ,the 
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CHAP, the trinsalpine bailiwiclu, and the proTmces of 
• Valteline, Chiavenna, and Bormio, to the Gri- 
sons, with an option, however, of their surren* 
dering the principal castlea in these three districts 
to the French king for the sum of three hundred 
Uioasand erowm : all the privileges that had 
ever been held by the Confederates in the king- 
dom of France, were revived and confirmed': 
the paymien^s stipulated by the convention' of 
Dijop were ratified, with the addition of a free 
gift of three hundred thousand crowns to the 
whole Helvetic body, and an annual subsidy of 
two thousand livres to each of the cantons, to 
tile Valais; and to the Grison leagues. This 
compact was deiilored to be perpetual^ and luts 
in fact beim the basis of the many leagues that 
have evCT after been made between the crown 
of France and the Helvetic confed»acy : and 
thus few states can boast to have derived such 
important advantages from the most-splendid 
victories, as the Swiss have, on this occasioi), ' 
from a defeat. / - 

In this war the Swiss nation may be^consi- 
dered as having acted as principals : but after 
the above le^^e we find them repeatedly en- 
gaged as auxiliaries with other powers, fre- 
<|uently appearing in the field against -each 
other, and though ever esteemed the best troops 
in Europe, jet euning a fame which was usu- 
• ■ - ally 
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«Uy >b«H{>ed in the glory of the Mvereign-or chap. 
state ID whose service thcry shed their blood. 
The Cardinal of Sion, who, after the battle of 
Marignan, had fled to Inepruck, had no ways 
sbiited of his- inveteracy against France, and per- 
sisted with ardour in his attempts to raise &esh 
. enemies to that abhorred monarchy. The empe- 
ror who, amuUt nuptial festivities at ViennBi 
had in the preceding year neglected the fair op- 
portunity of keeping Milan out of the hands of 
Francis, resolved now to make, an attempt to 
wrest it from him. ThecardiaaLiahisname^f^p- - 
.-pUedtothe Confederates, and particularly to the 
five csiutons that bad resisted the alliance with 
France, for auxiliaries ; and actually obtained 
a. supply of men, whose pay it was agreed should 
be punctually defrayed out ofthestipiof one 
hundred and fifty thousand florins, which the 
King of England, who had entered into this aX~ 
Hance, had been prevailed upon to deposit at 
Constance for that purpose. Meanwhile the 
remaining canton^ had' already connived at ^ 
levy of ten thousand men by Francis, which 
force was once more collected for the defence 
of Milani though now in &vour of tbe prince, 
fiwm whom they had in the preceding year en- 
deavoured to withhold it. These now appear- 
ed against tiieir countrypiea who had engaged 
in the imperial service, but do co^fiict ensued 
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tHAt. ia -tifiich <he blood «f the. Ceafedente tfu 
^ «bed by tli«ir own bnAlffen. 

In cb^wquence ofA. aew titsaty w^A I^ce, 
concluded At Lucern, five yea^s afUr Ute pre- 
ceding 6m, a body of sixteen tfaouMnd G<mfe- 
derateis joined aTVencli ftnny in Haly, uodft 
tbe ctmmsand ofUk^taA and urfo^Mt Mardul 
■de Laufrec. wbo was notr coot|iMlhi| witb, 
a.Dd %ad been wonted hy P^sper GolooiU:, 
wild -at ibe bead «f a body of imiierH^t aad 
'papal forces, bad ^t^nally ^ven the 'FV»icl| 
4>at of Mflap, ftnd waa preparing to restoK tint 
iftati^y to Francis Sferea, broAiM to ^k ^ 
posed Maximilisn, Latitrep nnide as aOempt 
to reftovei' the capital, but beiQg reptilSed *i(!i 
iosa, sav bimself reduced tO tbe greastett dtiiiUh 
ina.' Tlie Swiss became im'patient for ^iiA 
^tfa of 'tlieir pay aod au^oaacO} asd tefy 
urgent ifor an attack, io wd^ fo extticate 
^emsdres frobi ibe ^fficulties under vhkl, 
'ftfey laboured. Laiitrec, doiibtM -of t^ «ui^ 
^ess (if an encounter, wbbed r^tb^'td oiftetta 
iptA baftUs ibe eneiftyj -wboM ebiipf force WW 
^riionkd ttt, the villa^ «f Bifcoca, a sfinxf 
fost&b^uttfarte mites from Milab. T^Coot 
fbderates sent '^ir teodars to l^^o ivftaiisA, 
'tfitat (heir ubtion had, On refie^ed ^xiMd^'ii* 
^ 1)Ied abund^% i& tbe'wrrkie of 4i6 t»v4 
*>f France; ^ad that j«, cte»tttiry t« •« 
( e^iMtj 
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'■ equity and' souqiI ptdiey, tiwy wene now -de-' oh^?, 
' priv«d not only of their iMipu)ate4 pty^ but 
'evenof their Deceswryndi^stetce: thuttiun 
' aeglocted, it was Dtaoifart: in bow little eftima- 
' tion both their vttlour ^fd fidelity were htli :. 
'tiui after having now been navy doya fccfit 
' in Solute vrasA^ they had 4eteca)iaed t» :bia 
' so loi^r deluded by empty protniaos, bat 
' pnrpMed &i:<hwitfa to r^wn to their hones c 
'that however, in order to evince to the wnrlft 
' that they did toot quit Hib field &oin vaa^.iopi 
' prehenswn of diffimdty, oi^ vidt. to aveadaa 
' eoeniy, they 'tna'e Mady and deaimuatQ sn* 
* gage the allies the next mGKning,.aiid4m:itbat 
-'. occo^toa demBudeA '^ pott of danger ; Jiut 
' that en ^e fo^lowingday they.Bhmdd, vitlii- 
'flut £idl, proceed on their v^ayh^iac^^itd.' v 
. 7iwjnax8ba},bavii;^n0alierttAtiv6l«fliiM4l5 
.di4pQ«itMaBf*r.«iiattack«« thie nmtaxa^wi^to 
-tweoEty-rfoivth -of Februal^. It , nm agrad 
that the stroi^ intreneh^ieiM* rouad Blotooa 
.should lie ctonoed by tluee coluttuw, -o^ «f 
whic^j coosistiE^ of e%ht thousand ^wis^ w#5 
to iall upon the artiUoiy^. Thwe^fligbtHig^ 
commands of their leader^, s rushed Uf, vAh 
more inipetuosity thfmiwderj to the «utwdsks 
of the ^nty, sand t>on>dami every Ai^ &- 
' fore them ; but tevtdg' ireaefaed the main an- 
UenobBWBt, .they found ji.ditek/So wide fad 
, , . .1 deep. 
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CHAP, deepi and a rampart bo higlij fliat their pikes 
* could BO longer rea ti the eoany. Thus re- 
duced to inactivity^ the cannon made a dread- 
ful haroek among' them, which soon proved 
fetal to upwards of three thoesend of them, 
among whom were seveTiteea of their officers. 
Finding, after repeated attempts, that there was 
no possibility of forcing a paBsage^ and that one 
of the other columns had been reptdsed, while 
the third had remained inactive, they at length 
rdzeated from the unequal conflict, and on the 
■Bcand. day after, having received neither pay 
nor provisions, qiutted the army and i«tumed 
ta their mountains.. 

JLautrec, on- his retiuu ta'court, never inti- 
mated ihe least blame or suspicion of the fide^ 
lity ai-ibe ConfMeatcs; but openly declared 
Aat: the' Ailbrcat-tfae Biceoci was' solely to 
-be aBcrtbed to the want of reMlltances/ which, 
on inqoiity, was found to hb 'dwing ' to an 
artful contrivance Of, the king's mother, who, 
eith« being in want of miney for other 
purposes, or from a hatred to the sister of Lad- 
tree, who was ihe ki ig's mistress, had detained 
liie' Stan of four hundred thousand crowns, 
whwh had been issued for the army in Itafj'. 
Fromthis imputation' however, she found 
-SKUU toclear hexaedf,. by lowing the blame 
■ upon Ihfr veoeiabie and gu^tless twasurer de 
^1-..;, Semblefay 
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Serable^ft^, vho perished on the scaffold, a vie- chap. 
timto the perfidy of a deceitful woman. The ' 
brave aadloyalMoiitluc,vrbowa8 present at this 
action, seems to have delineated the true cha- 
' raeter the Helvetic nation had now acquired, 
wben he says, ' the Swiss indeed are excellent 

* warriorBi but they must neither want money 
' nor provisions : they are not a people to be 

* trifled- with, or to be amused with feir but 
•"erndty promtseB.'" Nor had Francis the' 
First evidently conceived an opinion injurioug 
Jto! their; fideiity, since he was ever solicitous to- 
ntatn considerable numbers-of them in his ar* 
mies, and to hare them- near him in the hour 
of danger; insomuch that when, after the disas- 
trous battle of Pavia, be was led across the field, 
uad shewn his Swiss gnanls all slain, and lying 
in the regular ranks that had been assigned to 
tiiem. oe&r his person, be observed to tti9 im- 
perial efficere who comlueted him, ' Had ttll my 
' trpops done their duty like these brave men, 
.' I sboijld not be your prisoner, ydu would be 

''mine/" ' The subsequent reigns,' says Baroa 

" Comment. T. l.l. t.p.9. Ed. Par. 1617. 8vo. 

^ We nuatBot, {or .lbs sake of impartiality, suppreu 
bere a passage iq Giucciardiai, In which he- asserts 
(hat the Swigs in the battle of Pavia did not behave with 
their accustomed valour. ' Gli Svizzeri non conisliosdDo 
'quelgiorao in parte alcuna al va lore soli to a.dimostrarsi 

* da loro nell' altre battaglie,' It is not improbable that those 
,who bravely fell on their posts near the king's person, were 
a sdect bahd be had chosen for his guards. 
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CHAF. de Zurlaubeo, anil he abuMlai^y preva H itf 
I luselaboratemibttrjbiitoryj ' have sufficiuUly 
* evinced that thi* pe»ple, notwithttiiKUag the 
f most dbtressful ' want betb of pay and provi- 
' siona, have yet proved inviolably true to thw 
' engagemeotSj although the princMtbc^ Mrved 
' were &r frem nuking g««d the oonditiwu 
'-thfy had wlemnly preraiaed to fulfil.' 

Sach is the repreaentation «f the conduct i^ 
4lie Confederates in this cahnrntmui war, -which 
snay be collected from those of the contuapa- 
«ary inters on whose veracity we can beat 
fely.** None of these intimate the leist impa- 
ction against the honour and fidelity of the 
■Swiss, much less sti^stize them wit^ the op- 
.pMbrious oba^ of baaetiess ( lachete ) andiofi- 
■deli^, with which M«e Fteaoh auifaars have 
'Hot hesitated to blast theTepatetitm of thii nit- 
jewpeopte." Should tfeyiMfact(asindaed1heip 
Mig'otft reason to inspect), have been viyurtly 

" Lavffer, who profeases haviag compiled from all con- 
1cinporai7WTiten,bntinoreaBpec\aliyfirDmI>4Mt&Awtcftarf, 
«n cje-wllnesi, who ibaght atltfarigiiai, and wn killed at 
the fiiccoca ; Paul JmUu, of whose butoiy the ifttb boiA is 
wpU worth penning' by 9U who dcli|^ in xifcoiBBlantial de- 
taUs of inilimy ojieretionB ; Metaw/, a Frmch sutbor, who 
cannot be lusptMited of pertialtty towards the Swiss ; Gteio 
cbinfini, Stc. 

"* Gailt^rd Vie de Franjois 1. — I'Art de rerifier les Dates, 
Vol.1, p. 633. 

4 censuiedj 
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^ensured, the fate of the Swin nation must no chap. 
doubt appear singularly unfortunate. Harasi- 
ed and trampled upoq in the earlier period of 
iheir existence by their f^ud^l lordsj aad those 
to M'hom these lords delected their usurped au- 
thority ; t)iey had no sooqer, by their Talouf 
-pud perKTcrance* dnkea '^ their galKi^ ' 
yoke, b(|t tiiey w«re allured into detrimental 
-eocHWCtiom, perverted ftom thetr simple maa- 
aaa, and incessantly -detracted and be^ilei 
tiy tlieir dec^itftil neighbours, in whose service 
thnr blood vms profusely lavished. When At 
length, ^«wa itaary of dieoeit, aiid tenacious of 
their rights, they refused tO'he«ny longer 4fae 
tlupes of their insidious isedncers, ti loud c^a- 
fnour is raised gainst th^m, attdthey are/'vrifli- 
out mercy or reserve, taxed With baseness aii4 
Ixeachery, Nor istiiis«llttepeifiidy'tiiey hav« 
hstd to «idtne liro a the :iilty ibey have &vet «hb- 
idAed with Ihe gstetQst cudiabtyr'thetrMM- 
vbery and iogi^titude itkly bwrc ^xi^iMKed 
in our days from that qvarter.dibiqg ino>datilft 
-tin completion t^'a systcAl .of ewkkpatibotct? 
lat least of subjugation, to wbteh tl^ Freadh 
itppear longftnce tp haye Aevdtedthis uqoft 
Ming pfcople, 
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' CHAP. VI. 

The Rtformation. 



CHAP. 



^F the inooniiBtcDcj of bumaD nature no iw- 
•Unc« moce striking and extrav^ant can 
perfaaps be given, than that men, who in geae- 
lal sEe sufficieQtl; reouas ill the performance of 
.their religious duties, should yet, wbeuever the 
mjrsteriefithey profess to believe axe controvert- 
ed or denied, not only most willingly, but ofleo 
wUb impatient ardour, sacrifice their lives aod 
fortunesiin support of them; and that the mt^ 
aare, of th^' .aafi should for tjie mo;^ part be 
jKopiMtionate. to the abstruseotfs or fallacy of 
the teoats which ate the food «bjecta of their 
bigotry. Wbile.tii)smay be viewed as a nut* 
4er of mere siupriae, or perhaps ^onnatKratioii, 
fit) Miist>befieriot»Iy lamefated diata mistakea 
iiiordtir.fw the glory of God should at any 
tinwhkve become the cause of bloodshed, cm*- 
iiAy, and -a variety of atrocious crimes; and 
fliat in particular the christian dispensation, the 
dbtinguishiag characteristic of which is peace:, 
forbearance, and good will to all, and which, 
among innumerable dbstacles, rose by the patient 
resiguation and heroic self denial, of its first 
votarieii 
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votariefi, should at any period have fomented chap. 
and authorized cruel persecution, releDtless war 
and irreconcileable enmity. Such a period is 
now at hand, when religious dissensions udt- 
sheathedtfae sword, and gave rise to animosities 
and calamities, which for many years perplexed 
and tormented a lai^ portion of the humiin 
' face, and armed men s^ainst each other who, 
had they been influenced by the charity which 
was the basis of their faith, would have recon- 
ciled their jarring opinions with soothing t<H 
leration, and left the world at peace. 

Many'of Uie Confederates, whose reverence 
for the doctrines tiiey saw clewly announced 
in holy writ, but whose cold indifference for 
all the superstructure added by the Roman 
hierarchy has been above noticed, were, it might 
well be expected, foremost in adopting and 
j>romoting a reformation; and, while it ac- 
cprded -wit^ what -they had long deemed an 
approximation to truth, tiiey were pleased to 
see it reduced into a doctrinal system, afford- 
ing a set of precepts by which they might re- 
gulate their faith and practice. Others, at the 
sametime, no doubt from conviction, but perfaapji 
more so from the force of habit, and the aspe^* 
rity induced by religious controversies, resisted 
with stubborn pertinacity what they esteemed 
a new-fangled innovation : and hence arose 
intestine 
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CRAP, intettine trouble! in tbe confedeno;,' wbict^ 

«,«nrw thou^ iuftcien% cilHtitOHB^ veie not bow^ 

ever upon the wbole curied to th«t «xc«ts e^ 

Tinileac* wbidi rttini the aontlt of Kvertl 

■eighbouring itate*^ 

Tbe grow ^Hmnoe of tbe clergyi and 
oonKquently tbe still greater btiDdnns of the 
laity, in tbe middle agei. had noVr urivtd 
at a pitch which could no longw brare ilrf 
ttrictures of unadulterated reaaon> or abide 
the emanation of light which, risbg fitom 
tbe east> had lately spread abroad in many 
parb of western Europe. A fond {Hcdilec- 
tion for tfao atdKilties of scbolastic philoio' 
phy, whicbj dwellii^ upon nice diatinctioBi 
mere than upon accurate demooitration, ex«^ 
ciie or rather perplex th^ mind without en^ 
. lightening the uaderstanding^t had absorbed Uh 
ii^nuity of most men who pretended to somtf 
diitinction in the schools of crudttioa. Her« 
manuB Contractus, a monk of Rcicbenau, faad^ 
in the eleventh century, trandated several of die 
works of Aristotle out of the Arabic^ ani, hf 
incorporating that philosophy with cbristi^ 
anity, may be said to have once more fixed a 
erown of tbcHrns upon the head of the Saviour^ 
With this cfaaos of sopbisms> which weresanc* 
tioned by abundance of academical and poa-* 
tifical d«*cees> were combinied . a pompous dis* 
play 

n,<j,-7=^-h,Gl.H)'^lc 



VHE HELTSTIC CtmVEBKRkCr. 3&9.- 

piay of casuistical divinity, the leturaed lumbw oun. 
of Duns Seotiw> Gliomas Acquinas and others'. 
and a laborious study of ecclesiastical canoBSj 
fbe chief t^idency of which was to confer on 
the Bi^ap of Rmne the unlimited authority of 
aninfellible Ticar of Christ. This literary m 
well as religious despotism however, did not 
escape the censure and strenuous resistance of 
men of a diffnent way of thinking. We havo 
seen above with what freedom and intrepidity 
Arnold of Bi^scia, and his mystical brethren 
and followers, dared to animadvert upon the 
papal tyranny, and to inveigh against the pro- 
fligacy of the men whose examples ought to 
.have edified and instructed, instead of scanda- 
lizing and revolting th^ multitude committed 
to their spiritual guidance. Among these jar- 
ring antagonists appeared likewise at times a set 
of quaint allegorista, diffusing newly cootfived 
doctrines and specious precepts, enigmas^ and 
a variety of extravagant conceits. Hiese 
warmed the im^ination, but reason remained- 
still uncultivated. The generality of the priest* 
hood did not scruple to acknowledge their delk 
eiency in the most elementary parts of learning. 
The canons of the collegiate chm*ch of' Zuric 
finving to notify an election to the Bishop of 
Coostancej confessed that th^ transmitted it- 
in the hand writing of their notary, becauK.>»-' 
vera! 



Digi-rKibyGoOglt' 



960 ttifi HistoBr of 

Gtur. f«Al of them liould D«t tvrite. In the examt^ 
• nation for holy orders it was .deein«d amply 
sufficient that the candidate could read, an4 
tolerably comprehend what heread:* evenafter 
the Reformation had made Mme progiess, the 
people firmly believed, and the priaats confirmed 
them in the persuasion, Uiat tlie bells travelled 
every passion-week to Rome to receire fresb, 
baptism ; and that the exerciaou of prieita 
could effectually dispel swarnu of locusts, and 
all manner of insects. When, a( an assembly . 
of the clergy in tiie Valais, mention was made 
of the Bible, only one- of 4he priests had ever 
beard of such a botdc : and several, on other oo 
casions, did notkcrupleto declare, tl^t it would 
be aa advantage to religion if no gospel were 
extant ; and that the study of the Greek ,and 
Hebrew languages greatly savoured of heresy. 
Had the clergy however, in this unpardonn 
able state of ignorance, maintain^ a decorum 
in their conversatiop and manners, they might 
fltill have preserved » d^ee of respect and in- 
fluence which would probably have somewhat 
r^Aarded the progress of the Reformation. But 
the profligacy, ev&a of the heads of the church, 

' "Hie report of the examination of Leonard Bran for 
pricHs' order;, not long before the reformatitm, was, * Ben% 
'l^t, competoDtercxponit et aenlentiat;. OBOipntuni igso* 
■ nlfiwilc oantit— Fiatadauwio.' 

had 
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^ad arrived tt a pitch which it was do leogef chap. 
(KiEMble to tolerate 'or palliate. Scarcely a v.^>^ 
jrice can be named for which Sixtus the fourth^ 
iand Alexaader ih^ ^ixth, were not aotoriouii. 
Tbeir exampleii it may well be imagioed, soon 
berama infectiOiu. An iniquitous attempt tA 
impose tipdn ^i credulity of the people. Of 
Bfffne, by a protctided miracle, thou^ it met >^^- 
ivith coodigH punishinent, yei l6ft an impres- 
sion bebuid it which could ndver be ^aced. 
%%e controversy c^icerning tit0 ioHaactilate 
COoceptioB of the virgin Mary had been curieA 
OB vith considerable acrimony^ chiefly by the 
Dleminlcaju, who maintained the a^wtive, oaA 
the f ranxuscans; who were strenuous in aup-^ 
piort of tini affirmative. The prior of a con- 
vent of Uie former rule, more zealous than the 
rest io Buppori of the opinion of bi^^ order, de^ 
vised an expedient by which he hoped to es- 
totrii^ coavictionL He fojisd means to intro- 
duce hiaisfdf at night into the cell 9f A lay bro- 
ih^t, A timpje you^ naAed Jetier, and per- , 
epuftUng a soul aut of pOrgatory, implored 
tfaait he would racue him, by certain flagellar 
tiAna, fr4m htft present st^e Of expiation. The 
credulous youth compli«di and in a sdcond ap^ ^ 
parition the spectre assured him that he had 
sucoeededt When he was thus possessed with 
^ pccsuaajnn of his own fiaaetity, the Virgiii 
VDb. n. A a herself 
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CHAP, herself next appeared to him, and enjoined liiift 
' to declare f liat she bad actually been conceived 
in sin, and that her son wa» greatly offended 
with those who maintained that any but him- 
self had come into the world without the stain 
of original depravity. The monks now found 
means to administer a strong soporific, and 
in his deep inflicted on him the five stigmas 
with which St. Francis, and other saints, had 
been dignified ; and with these bleeding docu- 
ments, of his wracity they exposed him on 
the great altar of their church. The youih> 
notwithstanding his imbecility, bad- yet con- 
ceived some suspicion of the deceits upon which 
recourse was had to poison. This danger 
ho^vever, he escaped ; the whole fraod became 
public ; and the prior, and three, of his accom- 
plices, being convicted before the episcopal 
court of Lausanne> si^ered at the stake. 

Without dwcUing on the many similar, and 
other yet more flagrant instances of deprava- 
tion, which are njot 'disguised even by the ec- 
.clesiastical writers of the Rtwiiah -chnrefa, all 
men must feel a painful convictioa when they 
learn, from tite charges that v/ett hrotight hy 
the citizens of Lausanne gainst their clergy, 
that the priests used often, even in the churches^ 
and in the midst of divine service, to strike the 
persons to whom, they bore iU will, some of 
wbom 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDEHACy. 363 

whom had actually died of their wounds: that chap. 
they -walked the streets at night, disguised in ■ 
military dresses, brandishing naked swords, and 
insulting the peaceful inhabitants : and that 
'the frequent rapes, violences, and insults they 
tommitted werfe never punished or even re- . 
strained. The following are the words of the 
eighteenth article : ' We hiive also to complaia 

* of the canons, that they reduce the profits of 

* our town brothtl, several of them carrying oq 
*'the'tra£Gc of prostitution in their own houses, 
' whitfi they throw open to new comers of all 
'descriptions.'^ It is no small corroboration 
t)f'the merited clstmours raised against the 
clergy, that their own zealous advocate and 
protector, Charles the Fifth, publicly declared 
to them, that if their lives had been less re- 
proachahle, they would never have had to 
contend with a Martin Luther. 

' Owing no doubt, in a great measure, to the 
taste for solid erudition and correct criticism, 
which hadi towards the end of the fifteenth 
century, been gradually introduced into the 
■western parts of Europe by the learned refugees 
from Constantinople, and to the rapid propa- 
gation of knowledge, by means of the newly 

^ Tliese charges consist of twenty-three articles, and arw 
given at length in Rucliat's Hist, de la Reform, de la Suisse, 
' T.l.p.xixii. Tliey are of the year 1538. 

• A a ^ diicovttred 
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CHAT, discovered art of printiDg, the instances now 
' became frequent, particularly in Swisserlanii, 
oCmeu who publicly, and even in the pulpit, 
iotiBted upon the necessity of having receurae 
to the holy Scriptures for the doctrines and pre- 
cepts essential for salvation. John de Vesaliv 
preached^ ' that men can only be -saved by the 
'graceof God.andthemeritsoftheRedeemer; 
' that only the word of God^ and not the «oni- 
' ments of the fathers, was to be received as th« 
* guide of our faith ; and that all hwnan tra- 
' ditioos were fallacious, and ought to be re- 
' jected.' Even Pious of Mirandola, one oftiic 
brightest ornaments of his age, but who was 
unwilUng to be considered as a schismatic, pub- 
licly declared in the council of Lateran, that 
the church stood in absolute need of a reform. 
The smallest proficient in polite literature must 
be struck with the freedom with which Euasr 
mus, a very undecided favourer of the Refbr- 
mation, wrote ' concerniog the abuses in iim 
church of Rome^ and the immorality and hypo- 
crisy of the regular as well as secular clergy : 
whereby, at the same time that he was oflfered « 
cardinal's hat, he drew upon himself, &om th« 
Sorbonne, the appellations of fool, infidel, and 

* Ai Wonn* in the year 1470. 

* See hit CoUoquia, MoritefiDComiom, Enchiiidioi) Mili- 
tli CEtriitiaDJ, de Ecdesiaste, Sec, 

1- 4 
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enemy of Christ, the Holy Virgin, and the chap. 
Saints. But above all aiust be here noticed w-v-^m' 
the intrepid Ulric ZwingUus of Wildenhaus, uiric 
in the district of Tockenburg, who, after pur- 
suing his studies at Berne, Vienna, and Basle,' 
and being appointed parochial priest at Glaris, 
in more determined and unequivocal terms ~ 
than any of his predecessors or contemporaries, 
urged the absolute necessity of investigating the 
Scriptures, in order to restore the church to its 
pristine purity. We learn from himself that 
be began to preach the gospel in the sixteenth isia, 
year of this century, in vfhich year he was re- 
moved to the parish of Einsidleo ; and though 
many have co-operated with him in the great 
enterprise, yet having been the first who was 
willing,to be considered as a professed separatist 
firom the church of Rome, he may with reasoo 
be considered as the apostle of the Reformation 
' in Swisserland.* 

By one of thosti singular combinations' of 
evea repugnant causes which abound in his- 
tory. Pope Leo the Tenth conh'ibuted most es- 

' At Basle he, and his friend and constant co-operator Leo 
Judos, studied (uider Thomas Wittembacb, who was after- 
wards called as ^rish priest to his native cit/ of Bienne, 
and became the principal promoter of the Beformation in 
that town. ' 

^Hewaserenprior tothegceat reformersin Germany. 
sentially. 
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CHAP, sentially, thoug'h by means diametrically op- 
kioi^o^ positej to the rapid progress and final establish^ 
meot of the Reformation. The taste he en- 
couraged for science, as well as for the polita 
arts> which, as their principles must be deduced 
from renson, cannot be cultivated without en- 
lightening the understanding, had diffused 
&uch an intellectual light throughout the most 
flourishing par(s of Europe, that the orthodoxy 
of the duy could no longer maintain the ipi- 
, plicit sway it had till now been accustomed to 
assert without control. The incredulity more- 
over which the pontiff himself frequently -be- 
trayed in his moments of relaxation,^ and the 
profligacy of his court, which coujd no longer 
be disguised or i^ny way excused, were observed 
with deep concern and disapprobation, even 
by those who were well inclined to raaiutaia 
the unity of the catholic church. 

But what mostly accelerated the decline of 
that proud fabric, was uo doubt the imprudent 
use the pope now made of the power he arro- 
gated to himself to pardon the sins of the living, 
and even to absolve the dead from the punish- 

' In his hours of recreation he would admit two buffooM, 
disputing before bim concerning the immortality of liie soul; 
and after they liad used a variety of facetious arguments, he 
often determlued Jn favour of him who maintained the ne- 
gative, 

meat 
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- ment due to their transgressions. The . cnor- chap; 
.mous profusion of this splendid pontiff, in ^^.tv^.* 
adorning the city of Rome, in supplying the 
wants of hie rapacious minions, and above all, 
in increasing the opulence of his house, had so 
entirely exhausted the treasures of the apostolic 
chamber, that none but extraordinary- means 
could nOw be devised to supply the wants, 
which hewaa determined not ttt obviate by a due 
attention to economy. Accordingly Cardinal isn, 
Campejus in England, Angelo Arcimbaldo in 
Germany, and Bernardino Samson, a Francis- 
can nionk of Milan, in Swisserland, were em- 
powered to distribute, at fixed prices, plenary 
indulgences for all manner of oflFences, past, 
present, and even io contemplation. Had these 
delegates conducted themselves with common 
prudence and moderation, it is possible that 
even this preposterous stretch of apostolical 
authority might have met with too little oppo- 
sition to have produced the schism which in a 
few years divided the Christian world, and be- 
came the cause of horrid bloodshed and desola- 
tion. Samson crofsed the mountains and ar- 
rived at Uri in the month of August: here isit. ' 
he met with no resistance; but the market 
was not productive. He thence proceeded to 
Schwitz. Zwinglius was at that time at Kinsid- 
ien, and publicly declared his abhorrence of the 
traffic, 

r:,o1-7=^ihyGi:U)(^lc 
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CHAP, traffie. vIiEcli he represented u an itnpi(>ui Im* 
i»> posture. SamMD soon abandoned this uhpro* 
.nusing spot, and repaired to Zug, -where he ex- 
posed 'his mercfaaiHiize for sale duriog tfare6 
tuccettive dajm. The concourse of porchasetA 
vfsi so great that, it vas vith much diAoulty 
many could a'pproach the cross at which the 
•acred stores were distributed. The produce 
was no less coasiderable at Lucern and tTn-? 
derwalden, each of which was no# visited ii| 
its turn. Berne at first shewed boqw f^uct»nce 
to receive the apostolic vender ; but the emis« 
saries whom, according to his practice, he had 
Knt before him to bring over by gifts as [nro^ 
'' mises the citizens of some note, soon procured 
tim a favourable admission. ^He displayed a 
■acred banner, and with great solettinity cel&f 
brated high mass in the great cbiirch, To t^ 
poor be aold indiMgences on paper, each atths 
price of twor'pence : the rich bought them on 
T^um for a crown ; but many, perhaps Ut pco^ 
cute an absolution from sins of greater magni^ 
tude, paid far higher prices^ even to the amount 
of five hundred ducats, Jacob de Sfein, a Ber- 
IKsd cftptain, gave the monk a handsotiie grey 
palfrey for an indulgence for himself, hit whole 
eompany of soldiers, consisting of five hundred 
iiien,,a(id alt his subjects in the seigniory of 
jgflp, On \h^ Sunday bffbre the papal agenf 

m 
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fcft this city, he conT«iied all the inhabitants in ™f^ 
, the great church, ftBd thefe declafed to them < 
from the high' qltar, ' that now ttte souls of all the 

* Berners, whenever, wherever, and whichever 

* way they had died, were at that moment treed 
' not only trom the pains of purgatory, but evert 
f from the tonnents of hell; and that they were 
' all received into the full beatitude of heaven.* 

He proceeded next through several towns iit 
the Argau, and met with various success ; but 
he encpUDtered a powerful opposition at Brem-? 
garten, from Henry BulIiE^r,* the -secular 
priest of the place, who succeeded in prevent- 
ing his adqfiission into the town, Samsot^ ex-' 
Cemmunicated this daring antagonist, and 
threatened to arraign him before the diet of the 
f^antons then assembled at Zuric, 

ZwingUus, before the end of this year, \^a^ 
been by the provost and canons of Zuric electa 
cd ordinary preacher -in their collegiate church ; 
sad on his arrival there, on the twenty-seventh 
of December, declared to them, that instead of 
preaching OR th? Doqiinicals, as had till then 

* Hie coirespondent of the biglJ/ accomplishett and un- 
Ibrtnnate Jane Gray. See Bumet's Hist, qf the Ref. T. iii. 
p. 223. They likewise preserve in the public library of 
Zuric, an ample collection of qriginal letters to thift and othei 
Swiss reformera from Henry VIII. Edward VI. and Queen 
FUzabeth, i|lsa troo) Honi^, ^riodal), and other Eiigliih 

been 
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CHAR, bcco. practised, he proposed to expound ilie 
'•^'v*^ Gospel of St. Matthew, not according to the 
traditions ofmen, but conformably to the wont 
of God. Hie scrraoas, whicli attracted a great 
concourse of people, together with the works 
of Martin Luther, which where now profusely 
dispersed throughout the north of Swisserland, 
chiefly by means of the press of Frobenius at - 
Basle, had by this time propagated in these 
parts a spirit by oo means favourable to the 
commerce Samson was preparing to establish 
B19. at Zuric' He came to llie gates,. but was re- 
fused admiiision ; till, on declarii:^ that he had 
matters of importance to communicate from 
the sovereign pontiff, the magistrates suffered 
him to enter. He exhibited his full powers be- 
fore the diet, desired they would send to Rome 
to certify themselves of their being genuine, 
and called upon the diet to censure liie auda- 
city of Bullinger. His conduct throughout 
the cantons had in many instances been so re- 
prehensible, that even those who were best in- 
clined to the established church, knew not how 
■to countenance his demands. He was desired 
to revoke the excommunication of Bulinger, 

* Samson, besides this resistance, had also incurred the 
displeasure of the Bishop ol" Constance, by having, on en- 
tering his diocese, omitted to cause his credentisU to beddy 
authenticated by the ordinary of the see. 

and 
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and then to leave the city; and the diet wrote chap. 
to the pope to request that he would recall his '.,^-y>j 
emissary. Leo complied ; but at tlie same time 
sent a formal declaration to the cantons, that he 
bad an undoubted right to distribute indul- 
gences, and ordergd them to believe it under 
pain of excommunication. 

Abundance of Reformers now sprung up ia 
djfTereot parts of Helvetia ; but in no place 
was the gospel preached with greater succera 
than at Zuric, where Zwinglius, and his two 
friends and fellow-labourers, George Stehelia ^ 

and Jacob Ceporinus, made such progress, that 
towards the beginning of the follbwing yeai', uax 
upwards of two thousand of the inhabitants 
publicly adopted the tenets they inculcated ; 
and very soon after an edict was published ia 
this city, enjoining all the parochial clergy to . 
preach no doctrine but what could be proved 
by passages of Scripture. This was the first, 
and no doubt a most important step, which 
the Reformation had now made, not only in 
this, but in several neighbouring cities and dis- 
tricts.'! 

" Among the many diviaes, who about this time preached 
the Gospel in the different parts of Helvetia, the following 
vcre the most eniinent ; 

At Zuric, V. Zwinglius, G. Steheltn, J. Ceporinus, h, 
Judas, 1. Stumpfiut. 

At 
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CHAT. The higher clergy, as well as the religioui 
orders, particularly the Mendicants, perceiviDg 
the progress of a doctrine, which in the end 
must prove detrimental to the power and in- 
fluence they derived from the hierarchy, began 
BOW to exert themselves with the utmost vi- 
gour against the spreading danger, and ear- 
nestly called upon the civil powM" to co-ope- 
rate with them in repelling the innovations, 
frhicb they feared their arguments . might net 
have sufficient weight to counteract. Ills 
bishops of Constance and Lau^nne issued 
mandates, addressed to the priests and magis- 
trates of their dioceses, exhorting them firmly 
to adhere to the long established doc^ines and 

At Ba<le, J. OectMnpadiui, W. F- Capko, J. tuttuH, 
W. Reublin, C. Hedio, C. pellJcan. At Berne, B- Haller. 

At ShafhaiMn, S. Hoffman, S. Hoflmeister. At St, 
CoUfli, B. Bui^raver, 3'. Vadianus. 

At Afjitinel, i. SburUuDcr, W. Klar^, J. Hess, P. Am- 
■Mn. 

At Gneca and Lavitamie, Fr. lambert. At Bieiwe, T. 
W>lteab»ch. 

In the GTisora, 3. Burkli, J. Salandrooi, C- and J. Bivronl 

At Lucem, C. Schmid, O. Myconius. 

Leo Judas had suceeeded Zwinglius at Eintidkn. 

Jt was T6A unusual at this time for the learned men to con- 
cert their Geiman names into Greek or Latin, — ^Thus, ihe 
true name of Oecolampaditts was Hansscbein ; of Va£ama, 
Von Watt; a( Mymnm, GahshauKr ; a{ Meganikr, Oros- 
BUn; of j»/eioiicA(ion, Schwartzerdt, &C. 

' of 
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ecclesiastical precepts, and to the ordinances chap, 
of the holj fathers; and devoutly to pray to <^<v-y 
God for peace and unanimity in his holy 
church. The former also, or rather his ^icar 
John Faber, wrote to the provost and chaptec 
of ZuriCj to. recommend to them the strict ob- 
servance of the bull of Pope Leo, and an edict 
of Charles tlie Fiflh against Luther and the 
new doctrines; adding, that the authors of 
these new docU-ines were undoubtedly actu- 
ated by an infernal spirit. These injunctions, 
&om authorities which mea had been long ac- 
■ customed to revere, were not without some ef- 
fect, and soon called forth a vindication from 
Zwinglius, which under the title of Archeteles," 
contained, in sixty-nine articles, the polemics 
of all the points in controversy between the 
contending parties. Notwithstanding this de- 
fence, the diet, which was now met at Lucern^ 
issued, on the twenty-seventh of May, a decrcie 
strictly prohibiting what was now generally 
4enominated the new errors. To this Zwing- 
lius and his associates opposed sundry apolo- 
gies and justifications; but while the contro- 
versy was carried -on- with much asperity on 
both sides, the luty, whose respect for the .man- 
dates of the established church had of late been 

*' BoEimiijiK iai end, 

much 
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CHAP, much impaired, paid liltle regard to the Ordi-' 
i.^-Y^^ nances which prohibiled their listeningto what 
appeared to them a more rational stheme of re- 
ligious worship, than that which had hUhcrfo 
t)ccn prescribed to lliom by their siiirituat lead- 
ers. 
Rfffoluiioa Tiie city of Geneva, which in the sequel 

U Oeneva. •' 1 ■ 

proved one of the most conspicuous promoters 
of the Reformation, underwent about this time 
such a political revolution, as greatly facili- 
tated its emancipation from ecclesiastical sub- 
jeetioit, against which it had long contended. 
(1032.) "When we last adverted to the concci-ns. of this 
city, it was considered as the metropolis of 
the second kingdom of Burgundy ; and had, 
by the death of Rudolph the Third, the la«t 
sovereign of that realm, devolved by bequest to 
the Emperor Conrad the Second, and throogB 
hira to the empire. We have seen, by several 
instances in what manner the embarrassed cir- 
cumstances and feeble government of several 
succeeding emperors, had permitted many of 
their governors in the cities and provinces to 
arrogate to themselves an independent, and al- 
most absolute sway, which they exercised under 
the titles of dukes, counts, and prelates of va- 
rious denominations. TIic Ui^liops of Geneva, 
of whom the series ascends as high as the fourth 
century, were not neglectful of the opportuni-" 
S tita 
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tics this relaxation of power afforded them/to chap'. 
entend their temporal authority ; and they '-<r-v--*> 
would probably have hecomc no less despotic 
than the many ecclesiastical princes in Germa-^ 
ny, who derived their supremacy from the same 
source, had not the counts of the Genevois in- 
cessantly struggled with them for the superio- 
rity, and in some instances maintained their 
claims against the interference both of the pope 
and emperor, who looked upon the prelate as ' 
the less dangerous surrogate. While the bishop 
however chiefly prevailed in the city, the 
count was allowed to exert a superior dominion 
in the surrounding district. The citizens nlso 
availing themselves of this contention, did not 
omit to extend the franchises which they 
claimed from the times of Charlemagne, and 
gradually established a municipality, which in 
the end prevailed both over the count and 
bishop. A grand council, or general assembly, 
consisting of all the citizens, a senate of twenty 
members, a treasurer, and four syndics at their 
head, annually elected by the council, consti- 
tuted this magistracy, which, without any con- 
comitant authority, regulated the police of the 
city," and had a great share in the administra- 

'*TheiyDdicswerelhesuprememagistratesfrom thesetting 
to therisiag siui; they had the custody of the keys of th« 
gatei, and the security of the city was entirely coiliimued * 
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CHA^. tion of justice. In additioaio ill tfaeaf hiUilg 
s^rysj Butlioritiesj the biihop had a)fO his 'V'viimBt 
And underhita a Cdstdui, who supu'iBt^wbd 
the secular affairs of the seej and detfrauaod ig 
the first instance all civil actions, and wh«r 
peculiar office it was to cause the •eotencw «f 
the criminal courts to be executed. 

In so complicated and ill defined a goteni- 
meat it may well be imagined that abundsont 
of doubts, difficulties, «nd c«Bt«stfi vniti have 
arisen. But the incoBgruity became iargTeatcr» 
(laa) when towards the end of the tbirteeuth oentury 
the Count of Savoy extorted from tiie hiibop 
the office of Vidame, which he executed by a 
deputy, who in ths sequel became tjie ddc^tta 
both of tb^ bishop and the couvt. Not ooi^eal 
with this executive offioe> which gave Urn t 
right to int^fece in vat iova concerus of the citj^ 
these counts in process of time became abd 
possessed of the county of Genevois, which wu 
purchased from Odo de ViUars, the repretiee* 
iative of the old race of counts, by Aundeui 
the Eighth, count, duke, and ajitipope. tit 
now formed the design, which his succossen 
did not fail to presecute with uiueraitted per* 
•eTerance, to reduce this city into absolute suIjh - 
jection ; and in order to obviate the resistance 
that might be offered by the bishops, it was fre* 
quently contrived that the dignity should bi 
conferi^ 
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conferred on younger branches, often infanbj ^f**' 
and even illegitimate sons, of that aspiring race. ^*'~'***' 

Had Charles the Third, the eighth successor 
of Amadeus, been contented with the legal and 
very extensive prerogatives he possessed in the 
city of Geneva, there is no doubt that he might 
have preserved them himself, and handed them 
down to his posterity; but his whole life was a 
series of attempts to incroach upon the privileges 
of the citizens, in which be was seconded by 
Bishop John, a bastard of Savoy, who, feeble 
and deformed both in body and mind, surrender- 
ed all that the duke thought proper to demand. 
Charles frequently came into the city with 
large retinues, and performed acts of severe 
despotism. He twice entered with an armed 
forc^ seized, imprisoned, and put to death se- 
veral of the citizens against whom he had con- 
ceived suspicions, and threw the whole city into 
consternation and dismay. Berthelier, pue of 
the citizens, seeking some refuge from similar 
acts of oppression, applied for, and readily ob- 
tained the co-burgherahip of Friburg; and 
availing himself of the influence this aiforded 
faim, found means to bring about an alliance 
between this and his native city. The friends 
of the duke, who strenuously resisted this union, 
were, from the servility imputed to them, dis- 
tinguished by the name of Mamalukes, whilst 

yoL. II. B b the 
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CHAP, the a^TOcatcs for liberty, wlio of course 
inclined to a nearer connexion with the Con- 
federates, and no doubt to the refonnation 
which was gaining ground among then), re- 
ceived the appellation ofEignots.^' Bertheliet 
fell a sacrifice to the vengeance of the duke, 
and has added to the numerous instances of 
their folly, who think that by destroying an in- 
dividual they may suppress a cause. The en- 
mity between the duke and the citizens broke 
out into open war, and continued with alter- 
nate success during upwards of six years, when 
the latter aucceeded in forming a permanent 
alliance with the cantons of Berne and Fri- 
burg, which proved an effectual bar against the 
attempts of the intruding Savoyard." What 
remained of the Mamaluke faction was banish- 
ed from the city, and having joined the nobles 
of Savoy, long after maintained au inveterate 
animosity against those whom they branded 
with the appellation of revolters. The bishop, 
■o far from resisting the progress of this spirit 
of independence, consulted his ownseciwity by 
accepting the freedom of his city, by whicb 
means he shared in the protection afforded bj 

" From Eidgenossen, lie German name for Confederates. 
It is more than probabJe that the general appellation of ifs- 
genots is derived from this mutilated word. 

" This alliance was signedon th« 20th,of Februarif, 152fi- 
1 : ■ »lie 
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tiie alliance Tfith the tvro cantons. But the chap. 
duke neither knew how to moderate his resent- «-»'~r>-' 
nient; nor to abstain fron^ hostile attempts; . 
■wherein he was eagerly seconded by his vassals 
both of Savoy and the Pays de Vaud, who join- 
ed in an association whicSj some of them having 
boasted that they would eat up the audacious 
citizens by spoonfuls, obtained the appellation 
of the frat^mitfj of the &poon. They incessantly 
harassed the city ; ndr were they effectually 
restrained by a peace which the duke was com- 
pelledi by the cantons in alliance with Geneva, 
to conclude at St. Julian on the niiieteenth of isao. 
October. In the ratification of this peace it 
was expressly stipulated, that if the duke or his 
nobles should any ways infringe this compact, 
iie should forfeit the Pays de Vend to the at- ' 
lied cantons ; and that if Geneva should hfe 
the aggressor, the catitons would relinquish 
their alliance with tiiat city, 

^wingUus> in the mean time, whose object it pro|res>t^ 
wasi'p refoBB the maaners of the people, ai JJuoo"'^ 
weU As.the errors of the church, had incurred 
much oditmt among the more considerable of 
his countrymen, by the severity with which he 
inveighed against all foreign pensions, sub^r 
dies, and military services,, which be reprc^ 
•ented as the fatal sources of the great progress 
that vied and immorality had of late made 
B b 3 among 
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CHAP, among them. Neither could this enmity, nor 
^-^-y^ yet the threats, promises, or caresses of Pope 
Adrian the Sixth, who had now succeeded 
Leo," and who alternately used all these means 
to moderate hii zeal, divert him from his fixed 
purpose of expunging the superstitions and 
abuses that had crept both into the church 
and state. He held frequent disputations with 
many of the most eminent casuists of the estab- 
lished church, which, as he generally prevailed, 
gradually paved the way to the ahulition of 
several ecclesiastical rites of modern date. 
Among thes^ the invocation of saints, the wor- 
siiip of images, the ceUbacy of priests^ and the 
occasional abslinence from meat, were some of 
the first that were abrogated by sovereign au- 
thority. Baptism was ordered to be adminis- 
tered in the vulgar tongue : perinissiou was 
given to nuns to quit their convents and. mar- 
ry : som^ abbeys accepted of secularization: 

"Leo died December the 1st, 1521. THe CardMal of 
Sion, afur baving a second tinte been driven i^nVMis see 
by the fifi^aipt)DaofUie mace, died also at Rome, Septem- 
ber 30, 1522. His political intrigues, by disertiiig him from 
tlie dmiesheowedtohis clerical funciioiis, were not alittJe 
conducive to the progtes* of tlie reformation in Swisserland. 
His countryman and inveterate rival, George de Ober-Sax, 
^ied likewise ia boni^ment, at Vevay, about tlieyear 1530. 
Thus da the machiiidtioiit of restless and ambitious meiii 
fof l]ie ipo^t part, ultitDalely-leai to their cm) dttriment, 
... ''^ ■ . several 
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- several priests entered into the state of matri- < 
mony : and Zwinglius himself soon after sanc^ ^ 
tioaed the practice by his own example." 
Elarlj in this year the celebration of mass was 
also abolished by authority of the senate : and 
Zuric gave evident symptoms of a speedy and 
complete separation from the mother church. 

The other cantons, which still retained their 
veneration for the ancient establishment, sum- 
moned a meeting at Lucern, at which resolu- 
tions were framed for reforming certain abuses ; 
but a Arm purpose was declared not to stray 
from the pale of the church. Most of the 
articles of faith, and the canons and - rituals, 
were solemnly confirmed ; hut as the tendency 
of the regulations here made went chiefly to 
curtail the undue .profits of the clergy, by the 
restraints laid upon simony, the sale of indul- 
^Qcies, the plurality of benefices, and other 
pious extortions, their proceedings were deemed 
no less heretical than those of the profane inno- 
vators of Zuric. Berne individually ventured 
to prohibit the concubinage of priests; and, 
among other obnoxious decrees, they declared 
that ' whereas men had been unduly burthened 
' by the pope, bishops, and other prelates, with 
' heavy exactions for absolutions, matrimonial 

" He mairied Ann Reinhart, a widow, on the 2d of April, 

IS24. . 

' and 
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' and other licences, and exemptioBs.froia ex^ 
' communication, they not only, placed' no sort 
' of reliance on similar dispensations, butmore- 
' over were firmly of opinion that whatever 
* could be effectuated by money, could equally 
' be brought about without pecuniary retribo- 
' tions.' Notwithstanding these pr<^essive 
steps, alternate successes were ^till obtained ia 
several plai.es by the Romish and the Zwing- 
lian parties ; and while at Basle the people 
couipclled tbi* maj^istrates to adopt the reno- 
vated docti'iiu's, the council of Beroe exacted 
implicit compliance from some of their sib- 
jectSj who had by their catholic neighbours 
been taught to resist what was represented as 
an inipiotis apostacy. 

While this spirit of free inquiry, and a ten- 
dency for emancipation from arbitrary autho- 
rity, was thus gaining ground in the Borthem 
parts of Swisserland, the central districts, and 
especially the four original or forest cantons, 
■with that of Zug, ever averse, in their rustic 
simplicity, to all manner of innovation> conti- 
nued stedfastly addicted to the doctnnes, as 
■well as ceremonies," which had been handed 
down to them by their forefathers. 

The Romish clergy were not the only anta- 
gooists with whom Zwinglius and his fellow- 
labourers had to contend. Thomas Munzer, 
II the 
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the apostle of the anabaptists, who, after hav- chap. 
ing/ under the specious pretence of Christian v^^-v-o 
humility anS self-denial, raised great disturb- 
ances, and occasioned much bloodshed in Ger- 
many, had at length been expelled from that 
country, came to Basle ; and as he preached a 
doctrine ever acceptable to the dissolute, and isa. 
hence more numerous, part of the inferior 
classes of society (an equality of condition, and 
the abolition of all temporal authority ) he soon 
found abundance of followers, and intruded 
himself into most places where the dawn of the 
reformation and of free inquiry had of late 
been spreading. Both at Basle and Zuric he, 
and some of his principal converts, had various 
public conferences withOecolampadiuSjZwing- 
lius, and others of the more eminent reformers, 
the issue of which fully authorized the magis- 
trates to proceed with rigour against these 
daring disturbers of good order and tranquillity. ' 
Nor was there much difficulty in suppressing 
. their dangerous innovations, since the moral 
conduct of the teachers was such as must dis- 
gra<^c every sect which, pretending to reform 
abuses, is ?o inconsistent as to countenance, and 
even encourage, all manner of depravity. 

Tlie catholic cantons, in the following year, synod « 
insisting on the necessity of some effectual steps, iss^ 
in order to restore peace and unanimity in the 
country. 
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country, succeeded, after various fruitless at- 
• tempts, in convening a general syuod at Baden, 
to ivhich they invited the Bisliops of Con- 
stance, Basle, lausaune, and Coire, and which 
actually met on the tenth of May. 2wing- 
lius, alledging the examples of John Ross, 
Jerom of Prague, and John HugU, who had 
lately been burnt as an heretic at Lindau, and 
being no doubt sanctioned thereto by his.supe- 
riors, refused to appear at this assembly. Oeco- 
lampadius, Ilittler, and most of the principal 
promoters of the iieformation, came without 
hesitation. Much clamour was here raised 
against the intemperate zeal of those who had 
embraced the new doctrines: the ardour of the 
Iconoclasts was represented as bordering upon 
sedition ; and many controversial tracts, writ* 
ten with much, acrimony, were scattered 
among the people by both parties. A general 
resolution -was, however, at length agreed to, 
' that no innovation whatever should be atlow' 
* ed in matters of religion.' In what manner 
this decree, in which the catholics greatly ex- 
ulted, was obtained, will not be easily unra- 
velled, since severalof the cantons, particularly 
Basle and St. Gallen, suffered the protesting 
clergy to continue their preaching; and Claris 
and Appenzel, so far from thinking themselveg 
bound by the vote, declared in favour of general 
toleration ; 
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toleration; the former place shewing at tlie chap. 
same time ao accommodating a spirit, that Va- i-j^-vs^ 
Icntine Tschudij the pai-ochial priest/agreed to 
preach the gospel alternately on one Sunday, 
and to celebrate mass on the other. Coire, and 
a great part of the Grisons, as well as Thurgau 
and the Rhinethal, sided with Zaric. Berne 
saw an open schism within its walls ; most of " 
the senators, the canons, the whole Taaaei's 
Guild, and matij of the otiier burgherSj inclin- 
ing in favour of the reformation, while the re- 
mainder were determined to oppose it. ' The 
magistrates however, in consequence of a pub- 
lic debate between both parties, in which the 
protesting clergy had a decided superiority, 
■on the seventh of February, solemnly declared isst. 
in favour of the reformation, ami issued an or- 
der for its reception throughout the canton. 
This decree was readily complied with by all 
except the people of Hasli, who, at the insti- 
gation of the Underwalders, took up arms in 
defence of their ancient creed, and raised an 
inst^rrection, which was not quelled until the 
Avoyer d'Erlach led an ample force among- 
them. This republic immediately after made 
a separate alliance with Zuric : and these two 
' f:antons are henceforth to be considered as the 
chief supporters of the protestant cause in liel- 
vetia. Prompted by a fervent zeal, they not 
only. 
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CHAP, only screened, countenaaced, and cherished all 
^^-^^ converts who thought proper to recur to their 
protection, but likewise sent missionaries into 
all parts to "propagate the doctrines which they 
firmly hctievcd to be the genuine emanation of 
the will of God. The cities of Shaffhausen 
and Ba>lr, and a part of the cantons of Glaris 
and Appenzel, soon after accepted likewise 
the docfiinos which were henceforth denomi- 
nated Evangdical. 
zwinjimi* Hitherto wc have seen ZwingHus engaged 
in disputes with open and, decided opponents, 
over whom he found it no difficult matter to 
prevail ; but we have next to notice his more 
arduous controversies with one whom, though 
lie cherished him as a brother, and revered as 
one of the first champions of true religion, he 
■was yet doomed ever after to consider as a for- 
midable antagonist. The article of faith, in 
whicii he essentially differed from Martin Lu- 
ther, was the true meaning of the words used 
in the institution of the Lord's Supper; the 
latter adopting them in a strict literal sense, 
while Zwinglius considered them as merely 
symbolical. At the desire of Philip Landgrave 
of Hesse, they, in the month of September, 
held a conference at Marburg, in the presence 
of the most eminent divines who had separated 
from the church of Rome. Though each per- 
sisted 
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sisted ia bis opioioiir jet they parted with cor- chap. 
dial assura'nces of mutual regard and friead- 
ship. Hew sincere these were oa the part of 
Luther may be gathered from a declaration 
issued by him soon ailer, relating to the sacra- 
ment, in which, besides reprobating the opinion 
of Zwingl^us with some asperity, he severely 
censured him for having advanced, what he 
himself had once adinilted, ' that virtuous hea- - 
' thens might pattake of eternal salvation.' 

Notwithstanding the great number of con- t>\ 
cihatmg steps that had been taken, the multi- canuMu. 
tude of theological conferences, and the abun- 
dance of polemical discussions that were pub~ 
lished, the detail of which must be sought for 
in the provision of ecclesiastical writers who 
have treated on the subject of the reformation, 
other motitei, besides the purity of the doc- 
trines, gave rise to feuds and animosities which 
could not be composed without an appeal to 
the sword. On the death of an abbot of St. 
Gallen, the cantons of Zuric and Glaris, who, 
tt^etber with Lucern and Schwitz, had the 
advocacy of that abbey, took some steps to- 
wards its secularization, which greatly irritated 
the co-advocates. The two latter not only 
put every obstacle in the way of the reforma- 
tion, within their districts, but laid violent 
hands on some of tlie burghers of Zuric whom 
private 

n,;,— ii,Gi:h)(^Ic" 



388 THE HIETOBY OF 

OTAP. prirate concerns bad brought among ihem, and 
' even caused ooe of the preachers of the gmpcl 
to be burnt aUve. Their endeavours could oot, 
however, prevent the progress of the evangeli- 
cal doctrines in mioy of the districts held joint- 
ly bv several cantons, particularly in those de- 
nominated the free bailiwicks on t|^e Reuss : 
and thi^ defectian in matters of religion raised 
aa apprehension in tlie catholic co- sovereigns, 
that au alienation in point of civil allegiance 
■would necessarily follow, which in the end must 
prove highly detrimental to their supremacy. 
Prompted by such motives of interest, the five 
catholic cantons'^ not only entered into a sepa- 
rate and intimate union among themeelTes, and 
with the VaUis, .for the common defence of 
their respective territories,but also strengthened 
themselves by alliances with the pope and the 
King of Spain. Tbe reaeittment eotertained 
by Berne against the Underwalders, on account 
of the countenance they had given to the people 
of Haslj against their lawful sovereign, proved 
also an additional cause of enmity, which di^* 
played itself tiiis year, when the senate of the 
former canton thought fit to refuse admission 

'' The ancient canlons of Schwitz, Uri, Underwaltkn, 
I.ucern, and Ziig. Claris and Appenzel continued likewiw 
true to the Horaish church, but, being new cantons, had l^M 
influence in Ihe public concerns of the confederacy. 
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to the bailiff whom UnderwaWen had in its turn chap. 
appointed to the ci'ty of Baden. Zuric joined ^^->-<^ 
in this oppoeitiooj while Lucern^ Uri^ Schwitz, 
and Zug, took vigorous measures to assist-their 
ally in enfbrt4ng the appointment. 

The report of these preparations having 
reached Zuric, this tanton immediately sent 
forces to the free bailiwicks and Bremgarten, 
and took possession of the abbey of Murr. All 
the other, cantons, and even Berne, exerted their 
utmost ^ndeavoDrs to prevent ati open rupture. 
Zuric published a manifesto, wherein it de- 
cUred that it had offered an arbitration toLu- 
cern, which had bee* rejeet^d^ that the five 
c«tons had sei^d the tftwrtiofRapperswyl, that 
they had called in foreignaid; and that fiehce 
it was legally authorized to demand the'as- 
^ance oflhe other cantons. All hopes df re^ 
conciliation beang now vanished, Bertie found 
it necessary to provide for its own security by 
strengtheiiihg its frontiCTsi, and raiafrnga'body 
Of men to join the forces of Zuric, iu case of 
necesaty.. . ; 

The army of Zuric took post on ^he ninth ofH«tmti«. 
June, near the convent of Cftppd. Zwingllus, 
Who was no stnangertoth^din of arms, having' 
been present, in the quality of chapUin, at the 
battles of jfoyarra and Marignan, desired ta 
attend this expedition in the-«ime capacity, 
''• ■ but 
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CHAP, but was refused, the senate being uOKvilliag; to 
' expose a life which they deemed af so mucb 
consequence. He nevertheless, regardless of 
the dcnialj mounted his steed, grasped his spear, 
and followed the calnp. Ao eye-witness wrote 
from this camp, ' It is admirable to behold what 
' order and subordination prevaib among tbe 
' multitude : the word of God is pseaehed daily 
• by yiric Zwinglius, the Abbot of Cappd, 
' the priest of Kusnacht, and many other lesro- 
' ed divines : not an oath is pronounced, not s 
' quarrel is heard of; we pray before and after 
' each mea) ; no cards or dice are ever seen ; not 
- ' a prostitute ia tolerated ; we sing, dance, aoj 
' practise manly sports ; and are eager to eo- 
' .(;punter the ■semUmtfa}* 

.The forces of the five cantons were at BaaTi 
aboii^ midway between Cappel»adZug. Botb 
partes, were preparing for a. fcece-eaEOUiiff 
^'henthe deputies of the neutral csntans, 9sA 
even of the cities pf Coffstianee wdStcadHiif> 
who w^ere indefat^g^kt in thdl chd^avoon, at 
length succeeded to soften the rancour ' of tbe 
P^iacipal leaders in both parties: On the 
tweqty-^ixth of Juaea treaty was concltule^ 
in whkh it was i^reedi that na me should 

" Zwingrius had prevailed upon his countiymeQ toabc- 
)idi pensions ; ao eitamirfe which the oth«r cantons, particu- 
larly tbe catholic cveifhad Kt imitated. . 

henceforit 
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henceforth be controlled in matters of religion; chap. 
that in the districts of joint sovereignty, each \--y^ 
community shopld chooee its' creed by tlie mar 
jority of votes ; that the five cantons should re- 
nounce their alliance ; and that Underwaldea 
should indemnify Berne for the damage it had 
occasioned in the affair of Hadi. Thus ended 
the first war of Cappel. But the tranquilli^ 
this peace procured- was of short duration; 
both parties being more actuated by the im- 
pulse of an ardent and inflexible zeal, than by 
the dictates of sound policy or christian cbaritif. 

This respite, however short, proved aevetr use. 
theless greatly conducive to the advancement 
of the reformation. Numbers of the inhabi- 
tants of Thurgau, the Rheinthal, and even of 
Wettingen, Rheinau, and otlier abbeySj declar- 
ed in its favour ; a»d in the canton of Sol^^u? 
no less than thirty-four comnmnities adopted 
its spreading doctrines. In the city oftjiie 
canton the proselytes were few in number, and 
these, having met in a remote house, either fat 
worship or deliberation, a multitude of bigotted 
catholics assembled, seized a field piece, and 
pointed it against the dwelling. The Avoyer 
Wengi arrived in time to prevent the intended 
havock. He forced his way through the crowd, '" 
placed liimself before the mouth of the cannon, 
and called out, ' if you are determined to shed 
•the 
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CHAP, * the blood of your fellow citizens, j'ou shall 
* begin with mine.' Abashed find struck witt 
admiration, the zealots withdrew ; and through 
the provident interference of this generous ina-' 
gistrate, the animosity between the two par- 
tics was for a time happilj suspended. 

Meanwhile many synods and religious con- 
ferences were held at St. Callen, Constance, 
Frauenfeld, Stein, and other places, at all 
which Zwinglius appeared in the most conspi- 
cuous light. He visited in his journics the 
TBssals of the abbey of St. Gallen in the Tock' 
enburg, and brought over the greatest number 
of them to his persuasion. All the Confede- 
rates who bad embraced the Reformation, 
about the same time, entered into an alliance 
with the Landgrave ' of Hesse and the cityof 
^ftisburg ; and what must appear singularly 
inconsistent, Francis the First, who was exter- 
minating the Hugenots in bis tiogdom b; 
tword and faggot, desired, though in vain, to 
lie admitted into this union. The landgrave 
'was very urgent that the evangelical cantons 
imight be received in the league of Smalkalden, 
by which the protestant cause bad received a 
'firm consistency ; and this would bave been 
effected had not the Elector of Saxony, a zea- 
lous adherent of Luther, insisted that the can- 
tons should implicitly adopt the tenets of that 
inflexible 
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.iaflexible reformer. The cantons declined the chae. 
:6ffer ; and this schism, togetlier with the ten- ^^-^^ 
■dency of the new doctrines to deprive the 
.higher clergy of their enormous emotumeats, 
were no doubt among the principal causes 
■which prevented the RefoimaUoa beii^ mt>ie 
■universally adopted. 

The rapid .progress however which- it made 
in most parts of Swisserland called forth the 
'spleen and resentment of those who presented , 
their attachinent to the church of Rome. The 
five cantons in particular, learnt with the ut- 
most indignation that, at a dieLheld at Zuric 
,dn the twenty-second -of May, the reformed issy 
. cities had, against the declared opinion- of 
.Z^vinglius, who never ceased to .preach and 
recommend' forbeturance, resolved tobreak .off 
all communication with them, and even to,de- 
- privethem of the neeessaries of life, which they 
■derived from those cities. After some^n^gotia- 
-tions aqd fruitless attempts .towajfdB an accom- 
modation, these cantons published a hostile de- 
claration against- Zuric. They formed a camp 
at Zug, and sent detachpients to ravage the 
free bailiwics. Zuric was dilatory and unde- 
cided -in its preparations. ZwiugUus, who . 
now saw the urgency of the case, found grelat 
difficulty in pcrsuading.the seDate,.and Rudolph 
•Lavater the military commaDder, to- t^ll toge- 
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CHAP, rterthe forces of the cautoa. A small paillj' 
h^-v^^ was sent out to meet the enemy^ whose numbere 
had by this time increased to upwards of eight 
thousand; but this party was ordered not to 
hazard an enga^ment. On the tenth of Oc- 
tober the senate at length ordered the great 
banner to be brought forth; but inst^d of 
four thousand men, who were wont to accom- 
pany it, only seven hundred marched out. 
ZwinglhiSj by order of the magistrates, attended 
ihem as chaplain. This detachment hastened, 
with all possible speed, over Mount Albis, the 
distant report of cannon having apprized them 
that the least delay might prove fatal to their 
friends who had preceded them. Some, either 
from cowardiceor disaffection, exclaimed, that 
they could not possibly arrive in time, and that 
they were resolved ncft to proceed, ' As to 
'■ mc,' satd Zwinglius, ' I will, in the name of 
' God, advance and join our brave countrymen. 
' I will eitherassist in rescuing tfaem, or perish 
'with tliem.' At three in the afternoon the 
banner arrived at Cappel, the whole force of 
Zuric consisting now of about two thousand 
men, 
Binie of Harly the next morning the catholic army 
*^ drew out in complete armour and close array. 
' The leaders of Zuric deliberated in council 
whether they ^ould abide their approach or 
withdraw. 
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tvithdraw. Rudolph GaTlman, of the free bai- chap. 
liwicks, stepped forward, and stamping his ^-k-v-^ 
foot on the ground, * this,' he cried, ' this shall 
/ be my grave. God forbid that 1 should ever 
' yield one single step to an enemy.' The can- 
nonade began at noon : the Zurichers avoided 
its first effects by falling on their faces : they 
then arose, and maintained an obstinate fight 
for upwards of two hours ; after which about 
three hundred of the most intrepid among the 
. enemies forced into the midst of them at a time 
when they were endeavouring to form into 
two columns: some fied instantly, and threw 
the remainder into confusion. A person from 
the catholic army came among them, and per- 
sonating one of their own number, represented 
■to them the impossibility of making an effec- 
tual stand, and exhorted them to retire. They 
Followed his advice, and were pursued till night, 
-with much slaughter. The triumphant foe 
hereupon returned to the field of battle, fell on 
their knees, thanked the holy virgin, and all 
the saints, for their victory, and concluded 
their devotions with a pater-noster and ave- 
mary: they then sacked the camp of the Zu- 
richers, and with horrid imprecations put to 
death the wounded, who had been left behind. 
A few, less inhuman than the rest, took some of 
them priiKiQers, dressed their wounds, and, the 
c c S night 
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CHAP, night being intenselj cold, chafed them near% 
%„^-y^ fire. Zwinglius was among the woundeJ. 
2*^?.' He had been stunned and thrown down by I 

Zinii{uui. '' 

shower of stones^ and trampled upon by the 
fugitives and lAieir pursuers : he recovered se- 
veral times, but was too much exhausted to 
support himsf^. In his last dfort he raised 
himself on his kneeSj and called out, ' th«ymsy 
'* indeed ^ill (he hody, but they cannot dfistroy 
' the sonh;' and then, with-claspe^ hands, aoA 
eyes uplifted to IicaTcn, he once more fell 
backward. A catholic soldier, observing bis 
quivering lips, offered to bring him a confessor, 
to which he nodded dissent. A captain of Un- 
derwalden, who came by at the moment, fired 
with holy indignation against the obdurate 
heretic, pierced him through the neck. Thus 
fell Ulric Zvringl-ius ; a man wllom all parties 
allow tohave-posseasfld an heroic spirit, a greater 
degree of 'moderation than fell to the share of 
most of the other reformers, unconHnon saga- 
city, combined with profound and extensive 
Icarniag, and a refioed- <ta«tei he was ever 
averse to compulsive measures, but aft all times 
' willing to hazard his life in supped of his firm 
persuadon. His manners were arable and con- 
ciliatory ;■ he'Tvas a ftiend to cheerfulness and 
innocent mirth ; and though indulgent to 
others, yet severely rigid towards hi mself. Th* 
cooqueron- 
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conquerors exulted in his fall; they caused- his cHap, ■ 
feody to be quartered by the hangman of La- ^^-r^ 
cern, and to be burnt : and lest his ashes 
should becotne an, olyect of yeneration to his 
frllowers, they mixed pieces of hog's flesh with 
his mangled limbs. With him fell also fifteen- 
other learned divines, whom their sense of duty 
bad brought into the field. Bullinger, who 
has given.a list of all who perished on the part 
9f Zuric, makes their number amount to fi^ve 
hundred and twelve. The catholics, according 
to some, lost only eighty, and to othersj about 
two hundred men. 

Zuric sent out fresh forces, which -were- join-- f^^'"'^* 
ed by reinforcements from Berne, Basle, Shaff- 
hausen, apd otlie'r places : but their leaders 
■were, at variance, and discipline was wanting 
among the troops. They met with fresh dis-. 
asters, and the city wa^ at length compelled to 
sue for a separate peace., A ti:eaty was accord- 
ingly negotiated, and signed -on tlie sixteenth 
of November. Each .party was therein con- 
flrmed in the free exercise of Its religion : Zu- 
^c agreed not to afford any protection in re- 
ligious matters to the joint bailiwicks ; and the 
indemnification the five cantons claimed for 
the expences of the war was referred to the ge- 
neral pacification that still remained to be 
^opcluded >yith Berne. It was stipulated, that 
perfect, 
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CHAP, perfect unanimitj and concord should be re- 
u-v^ stored, and that in any future differences the 
law of u-bitration should be recurred to. The 
troops of Zuric now returned to their homes; 
and the whole burden of tlie war devolved upon 
Berne. 

The Berncrs, who had never carried on the 
war' with any vigour, lost no time in accepting 
terms similar to those above specified. To 
these were added, that tbej should pay three 
thousand crowns to the five cantons for the 
damages they had occasioned to the abbey of 
Muri and some other religious houses; that 
they should exempt Underwalden from all tur- 
ther claims concerning the affair of Hasli; and 
that the expences of this war, amounting to five 
thousand crowns, should be paid jointly b; 
Btrne and Zuric. This treaty, as well as the' 
former one, was concluded by the mediation of 
the King of France, the Duke of Savoy, the 
Margrave of Baden, and some of the neutral 
cantons, and was signed on the twenty-second 
of November. It is generally acknowledged, 
that had the cities unanimously persevered, and 
kept the field a few days longer, the catholics 
would have been compelled, by want of pro- 
visions, to accept any terms the former would 
hAYe been pleased to prescribe. 

Thii 
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This unfortunate issue of the war greatly ckap. 
letarded the p/ogress of the Refonnation. v.-'v^ 
The Abbot of St. Gallen, who, with his monks, J!^^PJ?;i^ 
tad deserted the abbey, was reinstated, and re- *^<f°™*- 
ceived from his city an indemniGeation of tea'*'''*'* 
thousand florins. The images were replaced, 
and the celebration of mass was re-established 
.at Baden, Bremgarten, Mellingen, Rappers-, 
wyi, and many other places of joint spvereignty : 
many communities in Thurgau relapsed to the 
Romish confession ; and the catholic cantons 
soon after renewed their alliance with the bi- 
shop and republic of the Valais. Discouraged 
by the late calamities, and still more bewil- 
dered by the loss, of their principal teachers, 
*ven many of the burghers of Zuric secretly 
relinquished the doctrines thpy had lately em- 
braced with fervour; and this defection, which 
could not escape his vigilance, revived the san- 
^ine hopesof Ennius the pope's nuncio, that 
Ihis city might ooce more be reclaimed to the 
papal supremacy. ' With a view to promote 
this object, by deterring those who might still 
be inclined to counteract it, he brought about 
AO alliance between the catholic cantons, the ' 
pope, and the eraperbj; and flattered himself 
that, by the powerful interposition of the latter, 
ihe Reformation in Swisserland would not only 
receive an effectual cbfck, but perhaps be 
whoUy 
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CHAP, wholly suppressed. His fond hopes however- 

t-^-v^w were disappointed by an invasion of the Turks 

**^'" in Hungary, which compelled Charles the Fifth 

to consent to a peace with the protestants, th^' 

he might be at liberty to protect his eastern 

-frontiers against the unexpected' enemy. ■ 

The anabaptists made fresh attempts to in-. 
troduce tbcir doctrines m various parts of Swis- 
serland; and St Soleure the prevailing^ party, 
■which was firmly attached to the church of 
Rome, with a view to create dissensions among 
the protcstants, insidiously connived at the un- 
"wearied endeavours of these sectaries. This 
canton hadj conforrnaWy with its treaties, as-, 
sisted Berne in thewar of Cappet, and at its. 
fatal termination, the fiva cantons demanded 
that it should either pay one thousand florlas 
towards the damages they had therein sustained;, 
or consent to banish all the dissenting preachers 
out of their city and territories. Tiie reformr 
ed party, being unable to prevail in favour of' 
the former alternative, was'reduced to the ri- 
gorous option of either renouncing their faith, 
or abandoning their country. Tliey rose in 
arms in considerable numbers ; but rather than 
shed tlie blood of their fellow- citizens, they for- 
sook their wives, children, and property ; with- 
drew voluntarily out of the city; and being 
persecuted by thecatholic, and but feebly pro-, 
tpct^ 
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fected by the protestant cantons, dispersed ^^^* 
Aemsplves in ditFerent parts of the country, and '-^-y:^*- 
•anded their days in poverty and solitude. The 
city, and the whole canton, one or two villages 
excepted, returned to their conf()rmity, and have 
ever since aclcnowlfedged the authority of'^he 
Roman pontitT. 

The canton of Berne, where the Reformation 
had most firmly maintained its ground, and'the 
canton of Friburg, which had ever steadfastly 
adhered' to the church pf Rome, were joint 
sovereigns over Granson, Orbe, and some other 
districts in the Pays de Vaud, where various 
contests arose concerning matters of religion, 
■which could not be terminated without com- 
•pulsive expedient*. William Farelj a nativ«wnK»w 
of~Oft^>ia Dauphine', wlie- had early embraced 
the doctrines of Zwingtiiis, came, with tJie 
consent of thegovernment of Berne, to preach 
the gospel in these parts. At Orbe he ni,et 
■with vehement resistance, chiefly from the 
women, who, being fascinated by the personal 
comeliness and insinuating manners of JuHani, 
a young Franciscan friar, thought his doctrines 
infallible ; and were near inflicting on the re- 
•former the treatment Orpheus is fabled to have 
experienced from the Bacchse. Juliani was one 
iday inveighing in the pulpit again^ the mar- 
l^jige of priests, vvhea oite of the iubabitaiits, 
' name^ 
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CHAP, named HoIUrd, publicly reprehending his vi- 
t.tf'v-w rulence and misrepresentations, was assailed by 
the bigoted females, aod it v/aa with difficulty 
he escaped the effects of their vindictive rage. 
Beroe at length obtained a joint decree, that 
both Farel and Juliani should be allowed to 
preach without molestation; hut that both 
should carefully abstain from scurrilous in- 
vectives. There are documents however ex- 
iaatj which prove that evea fratricide is to be 
numbered among the crimes that were com^ 
mitted at Orhe in consequence of the religious 
aaimositie* which at this time agitated the in<^ 
habitants. Farel proceeded next to hold out 
the torch of the Reformation throughout tbe 
neighbouring country; but in many towns 
and districts held in common' by Berne and 
Friburg, the gospel of peace could not prevail 
without many bursts of rancorous strife and 
insurrection. 
Rfformi. Tbe spirit of freedom and independence, 
CcQeia. . which had been introduced at Geneva by the 
emancipation and security the citizens bad 
lately obtained, chiefly by means of the peace of 
St. Julian," had paved the way for the change 
that was now to be effected in tbeir religious 
institutions. Several papers, reflecting upon 
the pope and hi^ cleEgy, had been puUicly af- 

filed 
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fixed in many parts of the cjty, in consequence chap. 
of which various encounters took place between ^^-v-w* 
the priests and the citizens, which did not all 
terminate without bloodshed. Their minds were 
thus disposed when Farel arrived, and was im- ^^^'•■ 
mediately conducted to a public place, and re- 
quired to preach to an assembled multitude. 
One of the canons, clad in armour, led on a 
patty of 7ealous catholics, and attempted to 
disperse the congregation; but he lost his life 
in the tumult his rashness had excited, aod his 
death caused a general commotion In the city. 
Although the two parties seemed nearly of ijn. 
equal strength, yet Fare! thought it expedient 
to quit the city: ,but he left behii|id him a 
spirit of toleration, which the clergy in vain- 
endeavoured to suppress. The magistrates 
soon after permitted the printing of the Bible 
in the vulgar tongue ; and the people of the 
evangelical persuasion calling loudly for a 
preacher, John Guerin, a stocking-weaver, a 
man of acknowledged piety and good repute, 
undertook the office, and was the first who, in a 
garden, administered the sacrament according 
to the ritual prescribed in the gospel. 

Various conspiracies were now formed to as- 
sassinate the principal promoters of the new- 
doctrines ; but they were all detected and frus- 
trated. Two merchants of Friburg, who hap- 
pened 
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ci^jp; pened to be at Geneva, mediated bfetween th» 
> parties, aodbrought about an accommodation^ 
in which it was, among other things, stipulated 
tiiat nothing should be taught in tbepulpitbut 
what could be clearly proved by passages in, 
holy scripture ;. a clause which effectually se-^ 
cured the victory to the reformed. Insurrec-. 
lions however succeeded each other, rapidly. 
One of them proved fatal to the Capon Wcrnli,. 
a native of Friburg ;. and this, canton, resent-. 
i/ig the insult, demanded of the magistrates of 
Geneva that they should forthwith send for the. 
bishop, ia order, to tak? cognizance of this of-^ 
fence. The prel^ arrived, and.his surrogate. 
immediately caused nine or t^n of thesuspect-> 
ed delinquents to he seized : but the senate in-' 
sistcd upon their being released, alleging that 
being citizens they could only be tried by their 
peers. The bishop, highly offended at this con^ 
tumacy, immedialely withdrew, and never after, 
hel(f his residence iu Geneva. The murderer 
of the priest wa« soon after sentenced to death ; 
but the episcopal commissary, not satisfied with 
the mode of proceeding, insisted upon an ap- 
peal. The syndics answered firmly, 'hovfcao, 
' there be an appeal, since we acknowledge no 
' superior?' 

The alliance between Genera and the can-. 
ions of Beroeand Fribuig, to. which that cttje 
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■in b- great measure owed its independence^ fre^ <;ha». 
quently brought its senate into most perplexing "-^-v^ 
-dilemmas. A IXnuinican monk, named Fur- 
bitty, had publicly, in the pulpit, used abusive 
4anguage against the Germans, the name by 
-which the reformed were at this time distin- 
guished at Geneva. Berne resented the insult, 
and demanded redress, labile Friburg espoused 
tlie cause of the monk. Berne dectared'that if 
denied, they would instantly cancel their alli- 
ance : and Friburg gave notice, that if the se- 
nate complied, their union should be dissolved. 
A theological disputation was upon this or- 
-dained at Genevat, between Furbitty and Farel, 
wbicb was followed by another insurrection, 
in which a poor hatter,- of the reformed party, 
was killed in his shop. Thesyndics, supported 
by a great majority of the citizens, who loudly 
exclaimed against the machinations- of the 
-priests, proceeded now witli vigour. They 
seized two of the ringlteaders, one of whom, 
'a shoemaker, they immediately beheaded : the 
other, named Portier,, maintained that, holding 
an office under the bishop, he was amenable to 
none but the'episcopal court ; but many papers 
having been, found upon- him, some signed by 
•the Duke of Savoy, and othcps by 'ibe bisbop, 
, which clearly implicated them in a plot to ' 
which this insurrection was to be the prepara- 
tory 
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CHAP, tory ttep, the scnatCf regardless of all the inter- 
' cessions that were made in hh favour, caused 
the unfortunate acromplire to be hanged, and 
Furbilty to be closely confined. A number of 
the reformed citizens, unsanctioned by the ma- 
gistrates, led Farel into the Franciscan con* 
vent, where he began to preach^ first in a room, 
and soon after in the church. The senate 
winked at the unauthorized proceeding : but 
Friburg annulled their league; and by this 
means afforded to Geneva a freer scope for the 
Reformation, since it bad no longer to pay anj 
deference to the dictates of that bigoted ally. 

The bishop repaired to the Duke of Savov at 
Chambery,aQd there concci'ted with him an hos- 
tile attempt upon the city, which was intended 
to be carriedinto execution o'n the thirty-first of 
July. Tlie senate obtained intelligence of the 
plot, and ordered all tbecitizens to be under 
arms the whole night preceding the appointed 
day. Those of the catholic party who remain- 
ed in the city, found it necessary to shut them- 
selves up in their houses ; and, for want of their 
co-operation, tbe project proved abortive. The 
bishop upon this had recourse to his spiritual 
weapons : he excommunicated near two hun- 
dred citizens, confiscated their property, and 
transferred his episcopal seat "to Gex. Tbe 
ie, on account of this removal, declared tbe 
6 »ee 
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lee Tacant, and required the chapter to elect s Chap. - 
grand vicar and other officers, for the admini- ^^^r^^ 
stration of the tem poralities of the bishoprick. 
The canons knew po better way of extricating ' 
themselves fi'oin this dilemma than bj destroy- 
ing the principal reformers, Farel, Viret, and 
Fromcnt. They called in for thi^ purpose » 
woman who had already poisoned a young 
Genevan at Lyons, and who, under pretence of 
being a convert, was introduce^ as cook into 
the house where Fare! and his friends lodged 
and boarded. On the day when she had mixed 
pofson in the victuals, Farel and Fromont for- 
tunately dined from home : but Viret partook 
of the noxious Viand, and perished. The wo- 
man confessedher guilt, named one of thecanons 
as her accomplice, and sutfered the punishment 
due to so heinous a crime. 

Most of the catholics who had remained at 
Geneva, found it now eligible to withdraw ; 
and great numbers of them took refuge in the 
episcopal castle of Pcney, about six miles from 
the city. Hence, assisted by troops from Savoy, 
and the nobility of the Chablais and the Pays 
de Vaud, they not only ravaged the small dis- 
trict belonging to the republic, but frequently 
insulted its very gates. Berne having declared 
that they could not afford any assistance, and 
having none to expect from Friburg, the senate 
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CHAP, had recourse to Francis the First, who, IhougK 
^wx'v'vx' A bitter enemy to the protestaots, yet, being 
at variance with the Duke of Savoy, wiUiagly 
embraced what appeared lo' him a favourable 
opportunity of reducing the power of a neigh- 
bour, whom he had long wished to, humble. 
'**"■ The suhsequont year was chiefly spent in pre- 
parations, during which Farel preached in 
most of the churches of the city, while the po- 
.pulace, with great tumult and savage exulta- 
tion, removed and destroyed all the images and 
.pictures that had hitherto been the objects of 
their devotion.' On the twenty-seventh of 
August, the aenate solcmuly declared that the 
.protestant should henceforth be fonsidered m 
the established religion of Geneva. 
Sem uid E«rly in the next year the Berilers, autho- . 
auireiRe rizcdasthey alleged by the duke's infraction of 
Viud. the treaty of St. Julian, declared their inten- 
tion of marching to the assistance of that citjy 
and, whether motives of patriotism preponde- 
rated over ..those of religion, or the prospect of 
territorial acquisitions was held out to them, 
even Friburg and the Valais were prevailed 
upon to join in the expedition. In vain did 
tlie other Confederates endeavour to prevent 
the impending hostilities. The whole Pays 
d< Vaud, the country of Gex, and the Chablai8> 
were over-run in less than a fortnight. 

Th« 
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*fye city of Laasume, vhose tfodiop haii, ^^^ 
like fhfti of Gooera, gone over to tiie duke/ w^i'v 
nOrendered to the Beraers^ who sptifroprWfid 
to tbenuelTcs all tl^ rights and {Vdrogatires of 
the see, conTerted the bishoprick into a col- 
lege, and assigned all the revenues of the reli- 
gious bouses to the maintenance ef hospitab, 
churches, and schools. The Reformation was 
introduced into this city^ not altogethef with- 
out compiilsiTe means ; those of the citizens; 
■who persisted in rejecting the new doctrines, • 

being ordered to withdraw, though not without ^ 

their property. The biidiap hencefiwth took ' 

Up his residence at Friburg. Tbe conquef%d ^ '. 

districts Were consigned to the government of 
' bailifi&,. appointed bj Berne, Friburg, and the 
VaUis. The duke, who could bj do means re- 
concile himself to the loss of such importanC 
territories, lost no opportunity -of renewing his 
demands for their restitution, or attempting 
their recovery by force ; but all this was with- 
out effect, until the other confederate ttates in-' 
terferiag, a treaty was concluded, according to 
which the Chablais and the district of Gei 
were restored ; but Berne and Friburg retained 
the Pays de Vaud, with all the ecclesiastical 
Mid feudal Jurisdictions thereto belonging.*! ' 

*" Hm ce«uon was made by Dake Emanuel Philibert in 

ttaytar isQt; and wai coufinned ib 1617, by Duke Charlu 

Yftk It* « D Emanuel'. 
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(»A». Thuidid tbis valuable wnd nioit romantic '{vo- 
■— - V ^ilHx, the last witbio the natural limits of Hel- 
Tetia -which had not yet been incorporated in 
tbo con^deracy, become at length a part of 
the'Hehetic body ; and this .is the last territo- 
rial ac<\uisitioa made by this unambiticruf 
people.'* £xcept one small district,* the Valut 
retained nothing of its conquests ; and all that 
(ieneva reserved in the treaty was the prerogar 
lives. of the Vidamy, the revenues of .the bi- 
•hoprick, and those of the abbey of St. Victor, 
-vvhich'tUcy appivpriated to the maintenanceof 
ib«4'lergy and the, hospital. 

Nol*itfistanding the formal declaration of 
th^ senate of Geneva in favour of the Reforma- 
tion, .neither its dogmas, precepts, or ecclesias- 
tical discipline, were as yet so accurately de- 
fmed as to preclude all doubt and controversy, 

..^aniiel. This.f reaty has in our days been aa object a! 
■great cont; ■jvej-sy^ and has afforded a pretence to the French 
republic to espouse the cause of the jisafiected in thePajfi 
de Vaud against their legitimate sovereign. See Chap. XI. 
' ' ','■ Thccounty of Gruyeres was redeemed from the'Credi- 
.-hMTsofl^ichet, the last count, by the cantons of Berne and 
Xriburg, and converted into bailiwicks dependent on tbeca. 
ilm transaction happened in the year i55i ; but we do not 
'deem this a new aeipiisition to the confe*ltracy, since the 
countsniaybe considered as having bsen previously meift- 
tiers of the Helvetic body, 
; " Ttc bailiwick 6fMoDtey. > 

and 
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and afford a rule of faith and practice, to ■which chXp. 
the people might adhere with confidence, ^---v-^ 
The eminent service of arranging an establish- J^*^^" 
mcnt appears to' have been reserved for John 
Calvin, a native ofNoyon in Picardy, who, 
■with his brother Anthony, flying from persecu- 
tion in France, came accidentally to Geneva in "37. 
his way to Basle, where, or at Strasburg, he 
meant to establish his abode. He was detained ; / 

by FareljTvho perceiving in him the transcend- 
ent mind and firmness of character which in 
these times were indispensably necessary/caused 
bim to' be named professor of divinity at Ge- 
neva. He attended several theological dispu- 
tations, both there and at Lausanne, and drew 
up a catechism which he proposed for general 
acceptance; but this not' agreeing precisely 
■with the opinion? adopted by many of the citi- 
zens, excited murmurs, in consequence of 
which he, Farel, and a third minister, named isss. 
Courault, who al! three had refused to administer 
the sacrament, both on account of this noncom- 
pliance, and the corruption of manners which 
still prevailed among the people, were ordered 
'to leave the city. The disorders, betii religious 
and civil, increasing now to a degree which 
those at the helm were no longer able to con^ 
trol, and the better part of the citizens could not 
but reprobate, the senate and people came tb'a' 
D » 3^ general' 
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CHAP. genA'al rewlution to recml CalTiiij who wu ac- 
«..rv^«v cordingly intreated to return^ and to take upon 
him the administratioD of the ecclesiastical »i- 
fsira of the city. He was at Strasburg when 
he received this iovitatioa. With much hesi- 
tation, and to the great regret of the magis- 
trate! of that city, he at length accepted it; 
and arriving at Geneva, on the thirteenth of 

j^], September, was received with great demonetra- 
tioni of joy and eigultation. He now drew up 
a form of prayer, Beveral articles of church dis- 
cipline, and even various municipal regulations, 
as far as they related to religion, which, toge- 
tbtr with an enlarged catechism, were readily 
accepted : and, in conjunction wiUi Farel and 

'^*^ BuUioger, he established the Confession of &ith 
which has since been adopted by all the pro- 
tcstant churches of Helvetia and Rhsetia. Hii 
asperity against the Spanish Arian, Michael 
Servetus, who, after he had been condemned by 
various tribunals, took refuge at Geneva, and 
Svas by Calvin deuouoced to the magistrates^ 
and whom, after a formal hearing, they con- 
demned as an obdurate heretic, and sentenced 
to the stake, is an incident in tha life of CalviM 
which his best advocates are at a loss to exte- 
nuate. Few characters so moderate as Zwing^ 
liua and the mild and benevolent Melancthon, 
are to b« met with, even apiong the reformers : 
11 . not 
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nor is it to be wondered that in an age of iaces- chap. 
fant strife and warm debate, when, amidet the 
inTestigatioD of/tr uth tHe wont passions of men 

'%ere let loose against each other, even the most 
temperate should have j'ielded to a bias in fa- 
vour of severity^ which at that time may have 
appeared necessary and meritorious, but in days 
more tranquil must be deemed rancorous and 
Oppressive. Calvin, afiter having been con- 
. cemed in the establishment of many churchA 
in France, . Germany, England, and Poland* 
and having committed bis flock, as well as 
pupils, to bis friend and diBci)>le Theodore 
Beza, closed his indefatigable career on the 
sixth of February ; and left behind him in the 
city, which bad been the principal theatre of 
his exertions, a reputation for piety, learning, 
and wisdom, which has fallen to the lot of 
scarcely any among his fellow-labourers. 

Waving the merits of the reformers in a re- 
ligious light, which come within the province 
of ecclesiastical or polemical writers, they ar« 
no doubt entitled to the highest commendation 

, for the improvements in temporal matters which 
they effected in their respective districts. They 
were, in fact, no less conspicuous as legislators, 
mi^istrates, and statesmen; than in the pulpit^ 
the cathedra, or their libraries. The improved 
prosperity of the countries tbejr had reformed 
btftame 
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became maiilftjst. Population increased, not 
I only by tiie abolition of the restrictiona laid by 
tbe clairch on matrimonial engagements, i)ut 
als;> by llie many emigrants who sought refuge 
in tlics2 hai.py retieats, from the religious as 
wcil <)'< civil oppressions that pverailed iu other 
coiml.ici. A jjricutture, manufactures, and 
sciiiict's, maclea rapid progress. The reform- 
ers cuulJ not have maintained] their ground 
in Ibeir n.iniijCilcss comroversies with the most 
leanieJ divines of the Romisli church, had they 
not posAessed more than common erudition in 
the cLusics, oriental literature, logic, elo- 
quence, and in the rules of sound criticism. 
Hen of eminence, in various branches of learn- 
in*; made also their appearance about this time, 
and no doubt contributed essentially to the ge- 
neral cultivation of reason. As historians of 
more than ordinary merit, we have to name 
Tschudi, Stumpf, Simler, and BuUinger: as 
observers of nature, Baubii), Zwinger, "Wolf, 
end Conrad Gesner. Philosophy and the muses 
■were not ncf^li'^'cd ; but their votaries conse- 
cr.it8d t-ieir best labours to the altar. Even 
Jbe di amas of Ruoif and Manuel were of a re- 
3i^io;is cast; and those were not suffered, 
■which, -wbiie they pretended to discourage 
:vicc, atfordcd pernicious lessons of intrigue and 
^alUuti;}'. But to tbe abolition of coavent^. 
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and the restraints laid upon fo»ign services and chap- 
stipcnds, which the reformers recommended, y,^^,^ 
and the protestant cantons now enforced, must 
chiefly be ascribed the happy reform gradually 
brought about in the public morals which, 
through- the neglect of the Romish clergy, had 
sunk into the most loathsome depravity. Much 
also must be attributed to the willingness of the 
people to submit to the austere regulations at 
this time enacted, which, though they savoured 
much of Spartan discipline, were yet, to the 
credit of the nation, n6t only ordained, but like- 
wise punctually observed, in the protestatit 
cantons, and by the natural Influence of ex- 
ample produced some amendment ev6n among 
the catholici. 
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MANY of tbe original Mters Jrom Sir Ro- 
^rt Wingfield, British minister at Vienna ift 
.tbe beginning of the XVIth cenjtury, and from 
Mr. Richard Pace his Secretary, who was em- 
ployed as British agent in Swisserland; alao 
from Count Galeazzo Visconti a relation of 
the expelled duke of Milan, and froia the car- 
dinal of Sion, all of them either to king Henry 
VIII. or to Cardinal Wolsey, were collected by 
Sir Robert Cotton and deposited in his library 
now in th? British Museum. Unfortunately 
most of these documents are contained in vo- 
lumes which haTe been so much damaged by 
the fire that consumed a graat part of that va- 
luahle library^ that very few of them can be of 
4tny use. The two following articles, even in 
-their mutilated state, will however it u hoped 
prove satisfactory to our readers. 
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I. 

^ Letter from Count Galeazzo Viscor.ti to £iii^ 
Htnry VSII- containing an account of the Battle 
of Mangnan,dated Conslaace27lh December 1515. 

(Cotloiiian MS. Vifel. B". II. p. 197.), 



SEREXISSIME ac ChristLanisstme Rex Dnc Dne 
mi Clemeunifi- Post humillimam commeudationem et 
tnanus oscula. Jam diu est quod nicliil magis cupivi 
quam ad Sei'*™- Vestram posse accedere, ut dcbitam 
reverentiam ei exhibere, et man^s oscularer, propter 
quodoGcasio facicadi id michiseobtulcrat, qua sum- 
maeram ai:ifectiisl!etitia,et pro ipso itiiiercita me accin- 
geramquoddehoraiQliorainadearaeramdisccssurus. 
Qui adventUB meus era:t etiam ut cum ea multa trae- 
tarem,et tarn nomine Illin'D. FrancisciSforciteVice- 
comitis, Ducis Mediolani Dni mci graliosissimi, 
quani Dnor. Helvetioriim statuerem, ac ci nonnulla 
referrem qute scribenda non sunt, et ad qufe nunquam 
(nisi fallor) Ser'"- Vestra aibitTata est, etconcrraunt 
maximum ejus commodum et bonorim, slatusque 
Mediolani, ac totius Italiie finuamentum, et quibus 
comunes bostes de facili Euprimi poterunt. Sed quia 
dictum fuit venisse non/iulla bona nova a R'^vD. 
Cat'*- Eboracen. D. D. meo obsei""* -ad mag<;™"- D, 
Robertum Wingfelde Ser^"- Vestrae oraforem apud 
Mtem. Ciesaream residente, et ad R. D. Richardum 
paceum ejus secretarium, abaccessione ista ex M''*' 
jCiBS"- mandaio cefcavij quffi ad me bis terve scripsit ne 
ullo 
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vllo ptcto ductitmm, quatn fateretor penonam 
meain in partibus istis magii esse neceHariam quam 
aliU, n aliqaa cxpeditio de preseoti contra ipsor 
Gallos fieri debet , H eos non modo ab IlaHa, sed etiam 
■b ipsa GalHa H*>^ Vcstra adiatorio depelkre. Nam , 
gratia del, Helvetii me amant, michi .... et in omni- 
buf satis confidunt; qaadeieprsedictiuD. Rtcfaardus 

vttatari p cujos pmdentia et dexteritate 

(etiam quod nomine p**- I^ D. Carii«- omnia ageret 

ab illis minimeGaUizantibuBnon credeba- 

tur ; Sed Sei*"- Vesira nisi bono modo 

providiEwmns ne cum Kege GdUco Helretii fi)edut 
inivissent^ de re actum csset jam, nemine eorum dis- 
crepante. Nee boc tacebo quod n ille Michad de 
Abbatis onus terrv, neque et homo fotilis, qui his 
diebus pnnetitis ad cam venit, rerum veritatem leta- 
liiset, licuti in itinere michi dixit velle &cere^ ac 
Iwtiori, et aiKtoritati mes non derogasset, ^ u lea 
font .in bono portu, in meliori tmn, et securiora YtS' 
tne Sertu. clementia et benignitate leperiientar. 

Ser^ Vestne igitur, modo ne illi lim tedio, pront 
res se habuemnt breriter ezponam. In istius belli 
priBCLpio, etai iodignus, tum ipeonun Dnorum 
helvetiwum gratia, ftii electus Cap^ Generalis in 
eomm exercitu, me hoc penitus spernente, ac in eo 
]||n»u.D. Maximilianns, tunc Mediolani Dux, utejni 
personam austioerem, et id egi,quod michi n<Hi ftiit 
possibile posse spemu^. Pre&tam exercitnm per 
quatuor menses continuos mbdivo, in Pedemontibus 
ad possus, ne Galli montes transtrent, absque uUis 
pecums detinqi, et nisi discordia inter eos obdefectna 
pecuniarum exorta' fuisset, quae mnltas prodjtiones 
parturiit, eis facilitei: obstitisaemos ne ultra monta 
wilitum 
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militum suonua eopias in Italiam traicissent, se bos 
cum ezercitu in Galliam troDsivissemus. Ob p'*'"- 
discoidiam Ca{^ et poiites irium Ciritatom, vz> 
Benue, Fribui^i et Soloturni retroosserunt, et in 
eonim patriam reversi sunt. Partem alteram exetcitus 
conduxi Mediolanum, ut earn conjungerem cum ex- 
ercitu Snu- D. . . . . . altera IU<- D. Raimondi de 

Caidona Vicer^;is Neapolitani, quibns non polesC 
objici quin debitum ex parte sua fecerint, ac . . . , 
.... gesserint, qui prope eiaat XXV. miliaria 

liODgobarda supcrius dictomm disces— 

■ionem, Galli mout^ jam ne cum p^ ■ 

exercitibus conjongeremur, in medio cum ezercitu 
we posuerimt in loco nuncupato S^*^- Julianus fi>rti 
aquts^ lignis, et pessimis vadis muoito j»-ope Marig- 
nanum tribus miliariis, et Mediolanum septem. 
Aliqui Caj^ eth\^us esercitus pecuuiis conupti fue- 
runt, et volebant in eorum patrtam cum peditibus re- 
Terti. Aliis dubitaotibus ne isti Cap>- retrocedereut, 
tantus ardor, et animi caliilitas insurrexit, quod sine 
mora, ut cum exercitu Gallico confligereut, Medio- 
lano discesseruat, et statu^'ant potius Telle prieliarl 
cum circtia sex milibus peditibus quam velledeficere^ 
quod posset dici cos debitum suum non fecisse ( titinam 
alii tic fecisseut) et ita die XIII. mensis Septembris 
circha bora prandii itum est ad arma, me peuitua 
inrito, et Cap^ etpedites qui, ut dixi, pecuniia fue> 
runt corrupti, cos pne pudoi;e sequuti sunt. Ipsum 
exercitum volebam Papia versus conduccre, et bos* 
tibus paesus occupare, tunc hastes ftiiseent a mana 
Muistra, ef oos a dextra, vokimmque castrametari 
!n loco tulo et aecuro, et in quo nos potuissemus cum 
jpitiu S^ D. N, et pU' 11^ D. Ridmondi Viceregis 
exercitibin 
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cxercitibuB absque ulla difficultate conjungfre, ef ips» 
boslibusji.'vtius cliiiidere: sed nunquam fuitopis ihm# 
a sua seulentia cos pssse avertere, et ventum est atl 
arma circa »)tts occa^iu, et declinatione, ubi tK 
mediam diei buram UnbebamuB ; tautaque virtut& 
Rnimi pu^atuin est, quod primo ingrcssu lucratl 
fuimus quindecim inngna tormenta,' fectinus prailian- 
do ipsos hostes medium mitliarc relrocedere, noxqne 
adeoobscura nos inTasit quod non poteramus videri, 
rec ullus ab alio cognosci ; et ilia nocte lota super bos- 
tiuralance«eiiicidebatur,inqnorurastaliohibiisin , . . 
cadavenim morabamiin Hoslcs autem ultra- qiiod- 
^am mngnnm vallum sive fossam aqii^e plenum, cum 
leliquo tormcnforum parvornm, quas erant intinita, 
»e Tcceperunt. Dubitantes ne nos eos insequeremur, 
et circha auroram Helvctii ipsi, me invito qui eos ro- 
gavi ut subsitcremus quia hostes victos et superatM 
Iiabucramits ;iisiamplius pr8eliatifuissemus,Toluerunt 
iterum niajore animi alacritalc ct fovtitudine quam un- 
quam feMrinl inimicos aggredi, et praeliatum est usque 
ad mediamdiem Veneris. Ccrtefuitmirurmquodabsqiie 
cibo poliiqiie j>er duos fere dies et noctera Tjnam, 
stnictis phaiangis permanserint, et eerie si ubi confiic- 
lus iiiccptus fuit, tantum duas diei boras habuisse- 
BOHs, victoriambauddubiamTcporlavissemns-, in quo 
coiidictu noQ plures quatuor mille Helvetiorum, et 
Crisonorum quingentorum cecidere; sed hostium 
major numerus, et priesertim primatum capitaneo- 
rum Lanccsnekt, et magnatam' Francise. Quare re- 
missis ab ulraque parte viribus, et sponfe ex parte 
nostra, nee coactjs, et prjesertim qwod multi-ex nos* 
tris Gallizantibus, cum vexillis tergar^ederant. Uter- 
que exercitui retrocessit. Deiade v^uimus Mediola> 

DUOL 



-,<j,-7=^-h,G<:)(.)^lt: 



APPGKDIX. 423 

num Icntis paGsibns et quisque nostrum cum nosttis 
insignijius et r^illis illesie^ et non paucis illomm 
Lancesnekt et Gallonim lucratis, qme in templis 
ubique pende . . . . . possunt, absque' eo qaoi, 

aliqub hosUum «questrium et pedestriuiu ingeque^- 
tur, etibi major pars consuluit Telle redir. ..... 

maxime cum scivisset multos ex suis ad patiiam red 

Et ita.ad has pltites. AHeTAanue Tenimua 

qubd fiiit ribile, nam nos vicimus, et vo- 

laiiuus amitlere . S*^ Juliani'paaluium, 

aut saltern Mediolani moram traxissemus, hostos non.' 
lentis passibus terga dedissent, aicuti molti exeis jant' 
cepeiant, et quoad transiviseent pontes ncm substitis- 
■ent, de qua re multi et pemmlti, .Tsritatem dicentes> 
possunt testUiGari. Xtaque redu^ sumus .ad hano 
miseram temponim calanutalem,vquam nisiibeiugm- 
tatet auxilio, cletnentia, et Ser^- Vestne auctontatCf 
aedemus,>&c. 

. In the remainder of this letter ih.e Count earnestly 
coUcits some personal telief, and the strenuous inter* 
ierence of the British Monarch irith the Swigs in ordex 
to induce them to renew the jmr ia Itaiy against the 
Pcencb. , ■ 
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iHchard Pae* to Car^tal Wvbey, being khjirst kt* • 
ter after his arrival at XariCy dated one of the last 

iat^tof Kmemier, 1515. 

fCott. MS. ViCel. a XTIII. p. £88.) 

AT my amring nato tbu towD is Swice, tbe 34th 
day.ofNoTcmbtr^IdeiBcd of the lorda of tbn can- 
tones batty expeditiaB, and a rmdats uunrrr in my 
BUUm, couidering'thBt sU the eaotoof weac oeitificd 
of my petidoiu by tDficfaint ln*tr«ccioDs se&t mtv - 
every cmton affow my comrayng, l^ my loide tht- 
Ganiiiiall Sedsmft (8ion) : litininto tbey made ther 
aoBwevthjityaftifetfacrdayoftheritUngof tbncoBa' 
•ell (which ihonld be five dayi after my commiag^ 
bitha) I coald have non audience, for such iras ther 
auneioit order. Wherfor affw the S8th day of No- 
Tember I could bave non audience; but in the mean 
time aU the lords of this towne did riiite me at my 
todginge, and akosentme direrspresrata, and by the 
reason of sucb rel^a as they had had here of my 
commynge by the Emperoure and my sayd Lorde Se-- 
- duDcn, the common people did op«)Iy speahc that 
they had been disseved by all Princes chrystyned, ex^ 
cept the Kinges grace, and fherfor they would serve 
so man but him alon ; and if th» superiors would 
determyne the contrary, they would make insurrec* 
tion against them. This same was so published 
among the sayd common people that it elen' interrupt 
tile ratification of the frindshipe which undoubted 

ii«i> 
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had been concluded the 89t1i day of the last month, 
if I had not come hither ; wherfor when I had perfect 
knowledge hearof, and could have non open audience 
for to let the sayd ratification of peace, I desired in- 
stantly the lords of this town in the kings oame and 
jDUPs, for provide tbatnothinge should be ... . 

repugndnt unto 

and this alone is the thjnge that hath lette the con- 
tusion of peace at this tjme betwytte France and' 
the Snices- la the mean tyme all such as iavoured 
the French kinge h^ published, and confirmed with 
great othes, that I was not sent out of England by 
the kinges consent or any of the counsaill, ne was noe 
£ngUshnian bo^e, but a &lse Spaniard craftily sent 
tet to dtsseave them ; and verily this untrue rumor 
did greatly alienat from me the myndsof thecouncell 
heare, and'alsoof the common people, because they 
have soe often tymes bene b^yled, jn see much that 
vbeA I was called into the councell afor the ambassa- 
dors of 4he cantones, I was put to this exigent, either 
to flhew that I was sent from the kingea grace, or else 
to let the French peace be concluded, or else to stand 
is manifest jeoperdie of my life by unthrifty felons, 
moved therunto by such as be corrupted ther with 
great somes of .money from the French kinges ; and 
therfor, and for noe love, doth favor his parte. Wlien 
J was in this perplexitie, I desired to speahe secretly 
vith one or two of the most wise of the council!, and 
soe I was committed to the Lorde Gtaliace Vicecount, 
a noble man veiilie, and a wise, in great authoritie 
hear, and rewletb tbes men at. his pleasure, because 
tfaey never found in him but siflgular fiiith and sub- 
TOL. II. B B fitanliall 
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siantiall demeaniire. Tliis lorde would that the em- 
peroiirs ambassador resident heai should also bew 
me speake, which thingel could not coBveuientljdenjr 
for twoe causes, one, lest I should have shewed little 
amitie betnixt the said empeiour and the kinges 
grace, the other that he had knowledge afor of my 

, . commissiou by my lorde . . 

. ... . men in the best manner I could for 
tile advaunccment of my causes, they did give unto 
me such credence, that immediatly they did bring 
me into the counsell again, and not only certified all 
the cantons that I was truly your grace's secretary, 
and sent by the king's oouncell, but also they offered 
themselves hostages unio the said cantons, unto such 
tyme that they might send into England, and hare 
knowledge again uppon the truth of this matter, if 
they would not beleeve it. When tity had hard 
this they wear satisfied, and accepted me in their best 
maner, sayinge that the day followinge I sbonld be 
called into their counsell agayne, and have some 
answer, tho' it wear not resolute, to allmy demaunds; 
and Ibis was performed according to ther Jiromise. 
The answer ihea anto me mad was this, that for the 
kinges pleasure they had dififered the ratification of 
the French peace unto another dyet, to be oelebmted 
the Tusday aOer Saint Nicholas his day, and that at 
that dyet in theire town of Lu .... I should have an 
answer resolute ; and updoubtidly if I had brought 
■ money with me, the king's grace and non oth« had 
had the Swiccs surelie. As the thinge standeth now 
it is very doubtfull, for the French kinge hath extort- 
ed in the duchie of Millan two hundred thousand 
cEowBea 
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Crownes for to be payd to the Sirices tbef j assoone 
as tbey latifye the forsayd peace: and thus tbesayd 
French kin^ doth treat his matters with money in 
hand. And we sola spe; Nevertheless if the hundred 
thousand crownes be sent hither befor fbe next dyet 
paiadventnre tbey may doe some good : if cot, actum 
est, isti baud dabie pacem cum Gall . . . jwuent 

et ill ser . . t 

in alt hast, not only, with myne owne letters but also 
my lords the Cardinal Sedunen. .And at tliat tyme 
declared unto your grace plainlye that ire lacked 
QOthing but money for to set forward the Swices 
within S dayes. I shall never forget the kings most 
wise mid discreet words sayd unto your grace and 
my lorde the duke of Suffblke at my departure : vide- 
licet, that his grace would not that I should goe unto 
the Swices with if, if, conditionally, and bare pro- 
mise, but aSei them redy, redy, money if tbey would 
serve him. Thes words were spoken by some inspi-- 
lation, for he that will obtain the service of tlies men 
must not only have money for to pay ther wages At 
ther entrie into tbe warres, but aho for to give secretlie 
to certaine heads of them for to bringe them to Ihat 
purposse. And this custume of taltingof money is so 
tngendered in them, that they doe take them for a 
foole that comith to treat any matler with them with- 
out such money ; nor wisdom, nor good reason, nor 
persuasion, is hear admitted without money. Wher 
it is comprised in my instruccon that one payment 
should be made unt& thes men after a battle should 
be made and strikeii between the Frenchmen and 
K K S tfacnt. 



498 APPENDIX. 

Ihem,* tbey will not move one foot witliont the pay- 
ment of ther wages for one month, and the next paj-, 
ment most be the last day .... month, they 

caj that this 

man broken unto tlib day but by such as buth de- 
ceved them. I have seen the capitors made by the 
French kin^ for the conclosion of this peace betwixt 
him and these Swices, wlteaiin his rancor against (fas 
tcalme of England doth evident! j- appear ; for in on* 
capitor he doth bind the Strices to serve bim against 
all men, not only upon this side of the mountaynes, 
but also beyonde the same. Over this he would con- 
strayne the said Swices for to ay^ and succor him 
agninst nil Ihos that pretendeth any title to the realme 
of France ; but for to cover this his malicious minde, 
Le liatli comprised in this his desired peace the kinges ~ 
grace, verbis quidem bonis, scd animo pessimo.- Fur- 
ther more 1 have perfect knowledg that the duke of 
Burbon did lately say openly at his table in Milieu 
that he would be glad to see an end of thb peace 
betwixt his kingeondlheSwices, though two millions 
uf gould wear payd iherfor, for that had, they would 
not set by all the world, and then they should be 
able to recompence all injuryes sQfTcrd by ther aun-' 
cicnt cnemyes the Englishmen and the Spaniards. I 
dout not but that your grace will ponder and consider 
thes things accordingly, and in like manner seetotjie 
oppressinge of the French ambition and pride be- 

* After havbg been so often chealid by their allies, would 
Dot PietruAietino have entered the Swiss in his catalogue of . . 
iooU, had they listcDcdtoa proposal lil(C this} 

tymes. 
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tymes, wlierunto no manner of lielpe can be belter 
jban the bdpe of the SwiCes if we can get U ; but it 
will not be gotten without great money, ^hlch I trust 
the kinge would and should be glad to expend if" 
Such order may be founde, (hat it might be rarely 
Well expended, and not cast away for recovery Of Iiis 
graces right title to the rcnlme of France. The crtl- 
■perours ambassador resident hearei and the sayd 
Lorde Galiace Vicecount, after that they hadper- 
ceved that my matters were not fayned, did both 
Burly advance all ray cause with as great diligence ai 
if they had becne the (tinges owne subiects ; and the 
sayd emperors ambassador had Commission from the 
emperor so to doe .... Galiace is of . . 

of Millain, expelled by the French kinge, Tvherfor he 
having knowledge of the singular benevolence of the 
kings grace and yours, shewgil uAto the sayd lata 
duke, sayeththift he is bound to live and die with (he 
kings grarc against France, And wheras the French 
kinge would fain have him home into the duchy of 
Millain,.and maketh him great offers to come thither 
and injoye his owne lands, fearing greatly, (as he 
Well may) that his absence shall put him out of the 
sayd dnchie againe, by reason that he is universally 
in all that country welt beloved, he sayeth that he 
will rather dye in the feild with the king's grace then 
to accept any oficr made unto him by the French 
kinge^ considering the king's highness incredible fa- 
Tour, andalsoyourgraties, unto his blood inei:treitme 
necessitie and adversitie. This is a sage man, of great 
gravity, great experience, a noble captauie, and he 
that 
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that may doc more witli the Swic« then any mam 
for it doth evidrnily apitearc that they doe boDor 
bira like a snijit, only because of hb lidelitie shewed 
tinto them continually without frawde ordeccpt. I 
have largely decbred onto your grace the qualities of 
this nobleman (o the intent ihat the kin^^ grace ma/ 
use him, if he will oblnine any service of these Swices. 
I am adrerlised thi t the emperor intendeth fo send 
one to (he kinges highnct and your ^race for thes 
mitfors against France. L assure your grace I know 
nnc man wbo5.e comming« shall be profitable (o us the 
Tatueof one half penny, but this mans only; for he 
can substantially informe you of every thiogeneces* 
sarytobedone in thes parlyes against France; and 
aUo evidently shew how the kings money should be 
well spended, and not cast away: and besides this 
doe all things convenient to a noble captaine ordayn- 

ijige ofa feilde, wherfor if tb'emperoi 

. . . intent, I will procure as 

and not such a one as shall doe but loose the tyme, 
and if he come youi grace shall finde him the same 
man that I take him for, and bim that can doe unto 
the kings grace acceptable service tn thes parts, or 
eUcwhcar in any his grace's enterprise mad for the re- 
covery of the realm of France. If I shall have any 
Ihipge more to do hear with the Swices, necessary it 
is that the kings most honorable lettrcs be written 
kindly unto them ; for they sayd unto me at the deli- 
very of your graces lellret', that your authority and 
wisdome might well be sucli, (as I shewed) that the 
kioges grace might commit all such great causes unto 
the same, yet they could not be sure of that ; wber- 
for 



Digrr^ibyGoogle 



APPENDIX. 431 

for thej desired to see both tbe king's commission and 
lettres junctly with your graces, but not jours alone 
withQut them. They said unto me playnlie that tlie 
pope, and all the other princes christian, and espe- 
cially the kinge of Arragoo^ hath so deceved thcni} 
that allmost they can noe more beleeve any man. 
And undouplidlie it is Irue many promises hath lieena 
made unto them, and none performed. Hearin th< 
pope hath put my lorde cardinallSedunen: to great 
rebuke amongst thes men, for his bolines did direct 
bis breves unlo the said lordecardinall contayninge 
many promises unto tlie Swices, and noe thinge was 
performed ; whearfor they doe impute unto the sayd 
cardinall that he, beinge tberowne countryman, con> 
sented with the pope for to begyle them ; and for thii 
respect the sayd cardinall doth lie 33 miUes from this 
towne, because bis presence heare at this tyme shoald 
not doe so much good as his counsel! doth being ab* 
sent ; for I hare daily letters fironi bis grace and ht 
from me. The popes legal hear Epus Verulanus doth 
vehemently defend the king's cause, knowing the per- 
fect amitye betwixt the pope and bts bighnes. If 
I shall (arrye bear onto the tyme that answer be made 
flnto this my letter, (as I think it necessary) I desire 

. . one letter may be 

-from the kinges 

grace, and another to tbe sayd lorde Galliace Vice- 
count, for they have both right well deserved it, and I 
■hall doe better. Thesayd l(gat hath commanded 
an holy man erf this towne, doctor of divinitye, to 
preach openly amongst the people beare of the un- 
lawful! title of tbe French kinge pretended to the 
ducbic 
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duchie of Millain> to sbew that they cahnot ta^ftilljr 
take the French kinges part in a cause so unlawfully 
I must inost humbly desire your grace that thes Sirices 
may have perfect knowledge (liat my cominge lii her 
was no fcincd mutler; for if this be not done yout 
(^icccan have no honor thcrby, and I shall stand in 
jeoperdic of my life; because the French part hath 
made mc a Ppanlarde hear, which nation they hate 
likcdogi^ '\n this cuntry. And afibrc they have 
lieare this knowledge, I cannot depart hence, for if I 
should but once pass the townc gates, they would 
thinkc that I would rune away, which I cannot doe 
if I would surely : and Ihas credence should be giveti 
to the Frenchmen's lyes to my destruccion. When I 
Iind written thus far I was advertised, by reason that 
the common people doth hear openly publish that 
they wilt serve the kinoes grace and make noe peace 
with I''rance, and lliat they will take no moe scutes of 
France but English nobk^, thw is such dissention 
amongs the headcs of the lordes of the cantons, that 
.they dare not ralific the sayd French peace: and 
that it is not like to i>e concluded at the next tlyet. 
If this be liiie'(as I trust it shall) the French kirige 
shall rune into noe Email danger. It is abo shewe^. 
unto me by cretUblepersonties that alllhis matter now' 
, .'. . ■ in the lords of this to\'m of Surrickj named in 
Lalyn Thuriccnses, whearfor it wear well donne that 
the kinge should writt a kindJeltre unto them, desiring 
them to continue ther favour in his causes, &c. If 
in the next diett nothingc be concluded the said 1ettre» 

will doe much g'ood. Uppon day 

I must bcatthe towueof Lucenia ; • * ~. . . 
have 



Have one resolute , 

r to my demauikl. Necessary It is tbat the 
pope be diligently moved not only to sticke by the 
kingestedfastly as be is boifnd, but idso to contribute 
florae good somes of money to thes Swices, to plucky 
them from France : but they doe say playnlie unto 
hie hear, that they will bcleepe noe wordc sayd ot 
written by his holines, nnle&s they see the money» 
because of his infinite promkes heartofor without nn^' 
performance. I am sure that the Frenchmen hath 
published in England, m they have done in all Italye, 
the conclusion of a peace betwixt them and the Swices, 
but they may lye at their pleasure after ther accus- 
tomed manner : this is the truth that I doe writt unto 
your grace. If any money shall be sent unto the 
Snices, the names of the lownes wher it shall be most 
commodiously payed be thes following, Augusta^ 
Constantia, Argentina, Basilea. The! conclusion of 
this my lettre shall be this, to desire your grace most 
instantlye to provide that the kinges grace lett not - 
slipe the helpe of thes Swices for money, if be intend 
tq make any enterprise against France; for the French 
kinge doth nothing now but labour hj all means pos- 
- sible to have them agaynst us ; undoubtedly because 
ofthe taking of (he late duke of Millain. Such order 
as was taken for hasty sending for lettres can noj now 
be'had hear, wherfor I think it expedient that ' your 
grace should provide ther for thes thinges, unt<t such 
tyme that you shall iiave an resolute in every tiling 
from the Swices. The Duke of Barye doth commende 
himselfe most humblie unto the kings grace and 
yours, desiring your iayd grace to continue his good 
7 lordc, 
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lorde, »Dd fo tbcw unto the kinges grtKX that what 
money soever hU highnes lays out in this nde the 

mountains against the French . . 

himself to restitu- 
tion therof in as much as it i>hall please his grace to 
have restored agayne. He desii^th also to have by 
your grace his meanes a letter of commendacoa unto 
the emperor, prayinge his majesUe to continew his 
&Tour and good minde towards bim in creating hint 
dulceofMillain, as he bath promised to doe, and ano- 
ther leltre to the Swices, desiring them to be contented 
vitb the same, and favour the sayd duke. . . . 
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